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PREFACE 



Ik the -following pages the writer has endeavoured to observe a medium 
between the laborious amplification of the county history and the flimsy 
generalities of the common guide book. He has not touched upon the arid 
demesnes of parochial or manorial records ; nor has he usurped the functions 
of the genealogist, and crowded his pages with long dull pedigrees. But he 
has ventured more into statistical detail than is usual in books of this kind, 
and he has also given historical and biographical sketches with a greater ful- 
ness. He has sought to show something of the past as well as the present of 
the Isle of Wight ; and not only to provide the tourist with, a convenient 
manual, but the resident with a useful book of reference. 

He wonld hope- that he has laid down a plan which will be equally 
agreeable to both classes of readers. The tourist will find his routes marked 
out with the utmost accuracy of detail, and will know where to look and 
what to look for. The resident will find a mass of facts relative to his own 
parish, his own church, his own town, or his own village. Both will have 
before them a new and original history of the island, — embodying, it is be- 
lieved, much novel information and valuable matter— an account of its 
antiquities, an alphabetical guide to its churches, and concise illustra- 
tions of its natural and geological curiosities. They will also have the opinions, 
npon points of scenery or historical associations, of the best authors who 



have written about the island, or, indeed, in any way alluded to it ; for 
it has been the desire of the Editor to give the opinions of others rather 
than his own. 

In the prosecution of his task he has consulted upwards of one hundred 
and thirty authorities, has burrowed among the manuscript treasures of the 
British Museum, and patiently recorded the results of his personal observa- 
tion. He ventures, therefore, to hope that he puts forth, in the following 
pages, much that is new and interesting, and that they form a monograph on 
the island which will be received with indulgence both by the critics and 
the public 



*,* The present Edition has been carefully revised, and much new n 
aerted. Tha corrections, suggested by additional personal research, i 
municated by obliging correspondents, will, it is hoped, leave 
be regretted. The Author, therefore, trusts that in its amended shape his little 
volume will oontinne to receive the public favour. 
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Introduction. 



1. Separated from the mainland by a narrow strait or channel, called thy 
Solent, varying from five miles to three-quarters of a mile in breadth, lies 
the Isle of Wight 



Of " an irregular, rhomboidal form," its northern apex pointing almost directly 
to the month of the Southampton Water ; in length, from east to west, 
about 22j miles ; in breadth, at its widest part, from Cowes to St Catherine 
Point, upwards of 13 miles ; it occupies an area of 136 square miles, or 
98,320 statute acres (92,702, according to some authorities), and had a popula- 
tion, in 1871, of 65,8S3, now estimated at 72,000 souls. The circumference 
of the island may he roughly estimated at 60 miles, though the voyage round 
it most be calculated at 05. 

.2. To the north its shores are generally low and shelving; to the east, 
south, and south-west, they tower into formidable and precipitous cliffs, vary- 
ing from 400 to 700 feet in height. A bold range of chalk Mils, or dovmt, runs 
through the whole island, from east to west, like a gigantic backbone. From 
this striking chain branches off, about half way, another range of heights, 
which, running southward, terminates in the abrupt headland of St. Catherine 
Point ; and here commences a third range, following the coast line as far 
as Shanklin, and the promontory of East End. The scenery of the eastern 
division of the island is generally of a diversified character — abrupt hills, 
deep shadowy vales, and broad green meadows succeeding each other in rapid 
and picturesque succession. In the western division the northern district 
is flat and monotonous, relieved only by the young firs of Parkhurst and the 
pleasant fields of Newtown ; but the southern landscape and the extreme 
west are again distinguished by a delightful alternation of hill and valley. 

3. The principal rivers, or rather streams, are the Medina (from the Latin 
met&iu, midmost, middle), which, dividing the island into two nearly equal 
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divisions, known as the Bait and Wat Medine, rises at the base of St 
Catherine's Hill, and after a course of three and twenty miles, broadens into 
a noble estuary between the towns of East and West Cowes ; the Eastbbji 
Yak, which rises near Niton, and flows into the sheltered lake called Brad- 
rag Haven ; and the Western Tab, which forms the peninsula of Fresh- 
water, rising at Freshwater Gate, within a few yards of the sea, and empty- 
ing itself into the Solent at Yarmouth. There are other streams— the 
Lukely, Newtown River, and Wootton River— but not of sufficient importance 
to claim special notice at our hands. 

4. The most remarkable features of the littoral scenery are its abrupt, craggy, 
precipitous headlands, such as Bembridge Point, the Foreland, Dunnose, 
East End, Rocken End, St. Catherine Point, Atherfield Point, Brook Point, 
the Needles, and Headon HilL These, indeed, are names with an ominous 
sound to the mariner, seldom a winter passing without flinging upon them 
the odium of additional disaster. 

The chine*,* or ravines formed by the action of ru nnin g water upon yield- 
ing strata— from the Saion drum, to cleave (compare also the word chink)— 
are numerous upon the southern coast. The more notable are Shanklin, 
Luccombe, Blackgang, Ladder, Whale, Walpan, and Cowleaze Chines. 

5. The downs or dunei,f conical hills of chalk, from whose summit may be 
obtained the most beautiful imaginable panoramas, are all of more than average 
height, and some, from their steep and precipitous character, are really no- 
ticeable. The tourist through the island will not fail to have his attention 
directed to Bembridge Down, Ashey Down, and the heights of Arreton, 
Shanklin, Bonchureh, Wrosall, Span, Week, St Catherine, Brighstone, 
Buccombe,Montjoy, Lemenrton, Mottistone, Chattel!, Afton, and the Needles. 









tnvenei the Itlaiid throuRtiout la entire length, Forming on Hie east the promontory of Culler 
Cliff; and on the -eel that of the Needles."— Adaflcdfivm ManielL 
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6. The geological features of the island have been elaborately examined by 
Sir Henry Englefield, and more recently by Mantel], whose Geological Ex- 
cursions round the hie of Wight should be one of the touriBf a inseparable 
companions. The northern division is formed by "the eocene strata de- 
posited on the chalk when the latter was in a horizontal position."— ManteU. 
The southern division is " almost entirely composed of the different mem- 
bers of the cretaceous system. The white chalk forms a range of downs from 
the eastern to the western extremity, and is flanked on the south by the lower 
beds of this formation. These are succeeded by another group of chalk hills 
that expands into a broad and lofty promontory, in some parts between 900 
and 900 feet high, crested by St Catherine's, Boniface, and Shanklin Downs. 
On the southern escarpment of this chain the inferior deposits of the cre- 
taceous system re-appear, and fallen masses of these rocks form the irregular 
line of terraces which constitute the Undercliff. The downs on the southern 
coast are separated from those inland by an anticlinal axis which extends 
through this part of the island, and is produced by the upheaval of the fire- 
stone, gault, and greensand. The promontory of the Undercliff is flanked 
both on the east and west by extensive bays, which have been excavated in 
the clays and sands of the Wealden and inferior cretaceous deposits by the 
long-continued encroachments of the sea. The Wealden occupies an incon- 
siderable extent of surface j but in Sandown Bay on the east, and in Brixton, 
Brook, and Comptou Bays on the nest, the cliffs, which are formed of the 
upper clays and sands of this formation, are exposed to unremitting destruc- 
tion from the action of the waves. The sea-shore is therefore strewn with the 
detritus of these fluviatile strata, and the shingle contains innumerable 
water-worn fragments of the bones of reptiles and other organic remains."— 
Mantell. 

7. The botanist will find in this picturesque island—" which be who once 
Bees never forgets, through whatever part of the wide world his future path 
may lead him " {Sir Walter Scott)— & greater wealth of floral beauty than in 
any other part of England. And the amenity of the climate is such, that 
even far into the winter bloom delicate plants which elsewhere have shrunk 
into decay— fuchsias, myrtles, and geraniums bearing the bleak winds with- 
out shelter or protectioa The hedgerows, as the tourist observes with ad- 
miration, from May to September are literally alive with wild flowers. Every 
brake is rich in blossoms ; every dell is prodigal of the daintiest odours and 
the most sparkling hues. 

Within the limits we have prescribed to ourselves it is impossible to offer 
anything like a satisfactory catalogue of the Flora of the Isle of Wight ; and 
the tourist will do well to provide himself with the elaborate and valuable 
Mora Vedensis of Dr. Bromfield, as edited by Dr. Bell Salter. Enough for 
us to note that along the sea-coast from Ryde to Sandown may be found the 
Sea-tide Rush, Drop-wort, the SiTwoth Sea-heath, Sea-holly, TeUov Cen- 
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tawy, Sea Mat-grass, and Nottingham Catch-fly ; near the Culver Cliffs 
grow the Portland Sponge and Orobanche (Broom-rape) ; round Newport 
and Carisbrooke abound the Arabia Hirsula, Bed-berried Briony, Autumnal 
Gentian, Grammilis Ceteraeh, Least Toad-flax, and BtUeAer's Broom,; the 
Broad-leaved Hdlebarint may be procured at Binstead ; the Orchidet 
(Ophrys Apifera and Ophrys Muscifera) decorate the downs of Ventnor, 
Bonchurch, and Shanklin ; the Bee-orchis ma; also be gathered at Quarr and 
Binstead, and the Fig-orchis at Quarr and neat Ryde. 

For ferns the best localities are, the neighbourhood of Rookley, Fresh- 
water, Alverstone, Thoriey, Shanklin, Quarr, and Cariabrooke. The principal 
varieties are, the Osmwida, tiha Boa-pimpernel and Bog-asphodel; Ctrieu- 
laria minor (at Langbridge, near Newchurch) ; Utrieularia major (at Fresh- 
water marshes) ; Trichomona (Cariabrooke and Quarr) ; the Adder's Tongue 
(Thorley and East End) ; and Ruta muraria (Freshwater, Afton, and Cal- 
bourne). The Osmunda and Thelypteris, and a variety of bog-plants, 
flourish at Credmore Wilderness, half a mile out of Rookley, on the New- 
port and Niton Bead; the Ceteraeh will be found at Cariabrooke and Brading; 
the Blechnum at Alverstone ; and the Asplenium. nigrum is everywhere 
abundant. 

At St, Lawrence grows the BeUehoras fcetidut; the Broad-leaved 
helleborine, at Binstead and Bonchurch ; the Portland sponge, on the 
Culver Cliffs ; Wood calamint, near Apesdown ; Henbane, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Bonchurch, and the Undercliff generally ; Purple stock (Math- 
ioh wiana), on the chalk clifis of Freshwater and Ventnor ; the Vicia 
sylvatiea, in Laccombe Wood ; and Arum Italicum, at SteephilL Wild 
flowers are luxuriant in every lane and hollow ; and, in their respective 
seasons, the Primrose, the Snowdrop, and the Daffodil, enamel the meads 
with beauty. 

8. We have already alluded to the geniality of the climate, which renders 
the island a favourite resort for invalids. "From the variety," says an eminent 
physician, "which the Isle of Wight presents, in point of elevation, soil, and 
aspect, and from the configuration of its hills and shores, it possesses several 
peculiarities of climate and position that render it a highly favourable resi- 
dence for invalids throughout the year." The Undercliff especially claims 
this honourable distinction: "It would be difficult to find in any northern 
country a district of equal extent and variety of surface— and, it may be 
added, of equal beauty in point of scenery— so completely screened from 
the cutting north-east winds of the spring on the one hand, and from the 
boisterous southerly gales of the autumn and winter on the other."— Sir 
James Clark. 

9. The Isle of Wight is nominally under the control of a Governor of the 
Island (the Right Don. Lord Viscount Eversley, G.C.B.), but for all general 
purposes it forms a portion of the county of Southampton or Hampshire. It 
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returns one member to Parliament, and its metropolis, Newport, returns 
one. It is divided into two Hundreds, or Liberties :— 

(1.) The East Medime, containing 14 parishes : Arreton, Binstead, 
Bonchurch, Brading, Qodshill, Newchurch, Niton, fihanklin, St. Helen's, 
St. Lawrence, Whippingbaro, Whitwell, Wootton, and Yaverland. 

(3.) The West Memne, containing 16 parishes : Brighstone, Brook, 
Calbourne, Carisbrooke, Cliale, Freshwater, Gatcorabe, Kingston, Motti- 
stone, Newport, Northwood, Shalfleet, Shorwell, St. Nicholas, Thorley, and 
Yarmoath, 

The principal Town* are Newport, the capital, on the river Mediae ; Ryde, 
on the sea-shore, nearly opposite Portsmouth ; Ventnor, on the south-eastern 
coast ; Yarmouth, at the mouth of the Tar, opposite Hurst Castle ; East 
and West Comet, at the mouth of the Mediae ; Brading, at the head of 
Brading Haven; and Sandown, en the bay of the sane name. Cowes, Ryde, 
and Yarmouth, are the ports of communication with the mainlaud. 

10. 5he Military Establishments of the island are at Parkhurst, where 
there are capacious barracks capable of accommodating 3000 soldiers ; 
Sandown, Yaverland, and Bcmbridge Forts, strongly armed ; Yarmouth ; 
and the_JvW Defences at Sconce Point (Fort Albert), Fart Warden, and 
Freshwater (Fort •Victoria), to which we shall more particularly allude in 
another part of our little work. 

11. For Ecclesiastical Purposes the island is included in the see of Win- 
chester, and is divided into two rural deaneries — one in the East and one in 
the West Medine. There is a Public Grammar School at Newport; and 
there are Cemeteries at Ryde, Binstead, Newport, Carisbrooke, Cowes, Brad- 
ing, and Ventnor. 

12. The Population of the Isle of Wight are chiefly occupied in agricul- 
tural pursuits, and the exports are confined to corn and cattle. There was 
a small manufactory of lace at Newport (Messrs. Hansen's) ; and at Cowes, 
Messrs. Ratsey's ship-building yards employ several hundred hatids. 

13. The Antiquities of the islaud, on which, in their proper places, we 
shall dwell at some length, are,— Celtic, consisting of barrows, earthworks, 
and a curious relic of the past called the Longstone ; Roman, including the 
villa recently discovered at Carisbrooke ; Saxon, barrows and architectural 
fragments ; and Norman, including some portions of the ruins of Carisbrooke 
Castle and Quarr Abbey. There are two museums— at Ryde and Newport- 
devoted to the collection and preservation of memorials of the island history. 

14. The Churches of the island may be arranged, with reference to their 
architectural characteristics, as under :— 

Trans-Norman: Brading, Carisbrooke, Freshwater, Niton, Shalfleet 
(tower), Wootton, Yaverland. Early English: Arreton, Calbourne, Niton, 
Shalfleet, Whitwell, Wootton. Decorated; Brighstone, Mottietone, Shorwell 
Perpendicular: Chale, Carisbroolte, Gatcombe, Qodshill (towers), Shorwell. 
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PART L-HISTORY OF THE ISLAM). 



SECTLOT I.-THE ISLE Of WIGHT DDKISG THE CELTIC PERIOD. 



IE late of Wicht having for- 
merly been ignored by his- 
torical students, as offering 
little in its annals to interest 
or amuse (be fancy, its chro- 
nsually restricted to the bare 
a of names and dates, a fen 
generalizations, and some 



s history 



sonorous platiti 
there arose a si 

and its picturesque illustrations of by- 
gone days; and arehinologists accordingly 
directed their stadias to the elucidation 
of what was obscure, with the usual 
result of discovering much that was un- 
expected. And even in the narrow limits 
to which we are here confined, we think 
we shall bring forward enough of novel 
and important matter to convince the 
reader that the annals of the sea-girt 
Wight are well worthy the strict in- 
vestigation they now receive; that tbey 
■e fraught 



which the world * 



willingly let 



The word Wight is generally accepted 
as a corruption of the Celtic guiyth, or 
"a channel;" its original name being 
Ynyi-wytk, the " channel -island." — Dr. 
Quest. By Ptolemy it is referred to 
under the name of Ovwtt^h ; and the 
Romans called it Vecta, Vectis, and 
Vtctait. The Saxons preserved, to a 
certain extent, the sound of the old 
Celtic appellation in their Whitland and 

Tbe aboriginal inhabitants of the Isle 
of Wight were, undoubtedly, a Celtio 
race; and there is some reason to suppose 
that they were by no means so barbarous 
as it has been tbe fashion to represent 
them. The Celtic antiquities still extant 
evidence their possession of some degree of 
artistic ingenuity and military skill; and 
we know not anything more deserving of 
attentive examination than the Celtic 
■tli works which may yet 



romantic incidents, and adorned bynames be traced in the neighbourhood of Galli- 
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bury, Rowboroogh, and Hewbarns. 
They have also left to the wondering 
investigation of a later age numerous 
tumult, barrows, or sepulchral mounds, 
most of them containing specimens of 
their weapons and implements, their 
dress, and even their personal decora- 
tions. These barrows are found in great 
abundance on ChiUerton, Brooke, Afton, 
and Mottlstone Downs ; on Brixton 
Down is a notable cairn ; while on final - 
combe, Bembridge, Ashey, Wroxhsll, St. 
Catharine, and Bowcombe Downs, are 
also many of these last resting-places of 



T lie principal co otcnts of these barrows 
— specimens of which are preserved in 
the Hyde and Newport Museums — are 
urns of baked clay, of different sizes and 
designs, and a bronze implement, not 
unlike the head of a chisel, called a alt. 

There exists another memorial of the 
Celtic Period of the island history in 
the remarkable Loagitoae, near Motti- 
stone, to which we shall hereafter direct 
the reader's attention. 

According to CEesar, the Belgte, a 
Celtic tribe, invaded the southern 
n.o. coasts of England, subdued Hamp- 
85. shire, and colonized the Isle of 
Wight, which they named Ictit, 
about 85 years before the birth of Christ. 
This simple record of an important occur- 
rence opens to the historian a wide field 
of speculation. For Diodoros fiiculus, 
the Greet historian, also speaks of an 
island, named Ictit, whither the Britons 
conveyed the tin dug from the mines of 
Cornwall — aa to a central depot — until 
it could be removed to France, and after- 
wards dispersed over the Continent. 

The Greek historian * also records that 
this tin was conveyed from the mainland 
in carts, " at low tide all being dry be- 
tween it and the island," and from this 
passage, and frum a reference immedi- 
ately preceding it, to the promontory of 
Boleriom {the Land's End), it has been 

* See Diod. SicuL. v. i. 



conjectured that St. Michad't Mount is 
really the Ictii alluded to by Diodoros 
Siculus. But a recent writer* has at- 
tempted to demonstrate that the ancient 
Ictis is the modern Wight, and we offer 
a brief summary of his arguments forth* 
consideration of the reader : — 

I. It is true tiiat now, at low water, 
no cart could cross from shore to shore ; 
but then it is evident that great natural 
changes have taken place in the configu- 
ration of the northern coast of the island 
since the days of Diodorus Siculus; and 
it is well known that formerly betweei 
Anglesea and the mainland lay certaii. 
shallows, though now the Henai waters 
render it inaccessible to the pedestrian. 

II. There is eiidence in the local ap- 
pellations that a great highway, or main 
road, ooce traversed the island from 
Gurnard Bay — through Bue Street, Gon- 
nevilleand Carisbrooke — to Niton, where 






is of a 



large Celtic encampment. Close to Niton 
is Fuckaster Cove, a natural harbour, 
well adapted to shelter the light craft ot 
the Greek and Phoenician merchants who 
traded with the British for their valuable 

III. The Greek letu may evidently 
be traced in the Latin Kecfia, and this 
similarity of sound may be accepted as 
no inconsiderable proof of the validity of 

IT. And there is conclusive evidence 
that St. Michael's Mount could never 
have been the Ictis of the tin-merchants, 
because — in the Celtic era — it wot not an 
aland, even at high water, Florence ol 
Worcester says, " It was originally en- 
closed, in a very thick wood, distant 
from the sea six miles," and its separa- 
tion from the mainland only oocurred, ac- 
cording to the Saxon Chronicle, in 1099. 

For these reasons, then, we think it 
may finally be concluded that the lale ol 
Wight was the ancient Ictis, and the 
great depot of the famous tin trade. 



• See Jou 
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BECTIOH II.-THE ISLE OF WIGHT OTDES THE EOKAHB. 



" Vespasian wu the first that brought 
the Isle of Wight to the eub- 
*.n. jectiou of the Romans, while 
43-45. he served as a private person 
onder Claudius Cesar."— Speed. 
Crossing from Gaol into the southern pro- 
Tincea of England, be fought there thirty 
battles, and reduced under the Roman 
power two powerful nations,— the Belgas 
and the Damnorici, — captured twenty 
towns, and subdued the Isle of Wight. — 
Suetonius, Two hundred and fort; years 
later I.A.D. 296), Constant! us, -the Roman 
Emperor, who had been dispossessed of 
the British throne by the treachery of 
Carausius, and afterwards by the crimes 
of Allectus, got together a large fleet and 
army, and prepared to struggle with the 
latter for his lost crown. On nearing 
the British coast, we are told by the his- 
torian, " The mists so covered the whole 
surface of the ocean that the enemy's 
fleet, which was stationed off the Isle 
of Wight to surprise us, knew not of 
our proximity, and we passed through 
them in security, without hindrance or 

These passages are all, in the wide 
circle of Latin literature, which refer to 
the Isle of Wight; and its history for 
upwards of four centuries can only be 
pieced out, as it were, from the Roman 
memorials which time has suffered to 
survive; Enough remains, however, in 
Roman handiwork to attest the signifi- 
cance of Roman dominion. At Brigh- 
stcne and at Clatterford have been dis- 
covered traces of Roman villas. At 
Bonchurch, within the memory of living 
men, the sea, encroaching on the cliff, 
has washed away the last vestiges of a 
Roman encampment. At Barnes there 
are numerous indications of a Roman 
potter;. Fuckaster was once the site of 
a Roman stronghold, and off Puckester, 
and in the Channel, was stationed, or 



cruised, the Roman fleet. — Van Midler. 
«nt and important discovery of a 
Roman villa of more than ordinary ele- 
gance haa been made at Cariabrooke. 
" Many traces of Roman occupation are 
still to be seen in the neighbourhood of 
Ventnor. Wise men, indeed, tell us that 
the dark bair and brilliant eyes of the 
itives of this district are derived from 
Roman ancestry. " — Rev. Jama White. 
A great Roman road, there is reason to 
believe, once traversed the island from 
th to sooth, passing the principal 
man stronghold — originally a Celtic 
tress— Cariebrooke, Caer-broc, the 
rt upon the Stream. "There are, 
ides, many roads called Slreeli, which 
not always planned by the Romans 
re adopted by them. These streets 
'e, by their unusually large number 
the island, the impress of eitensive 
man residence. Thns, parts of the 
adopted British tin road from north to 
south Are called Rue Street,* North 
Street, Chillerton Street, and Chile 
Street. On the west there is Thorley 
Street and Street Place. On the east, 
kin Street, Bembridge Street, 
n Street, and Play Street; and 
again Eldertou Street and Whippingham 
Street from north to south in the East 
Medina. There is some appearance of 
arrangement in the roads running from 
the north to tbe south, and of a refer- 
ence to Carisbrooke Castle as a centre, 
in the streets from east to west." — Rev. 
E. SeU. 

The ancient name of Newport, as shown 
in certain borough muniments, was JUeda 
— apparently Roman, and indicating its 
position in tbe centre of the island. 
Grounds for believing that Newport, or 
Meda, was of Roman origin, and a town 
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of no inconsiderable importance, are 
briefly stated in the Appendix. The 
matter is one of great obscurity; but 
this, at least, is certain, that both there, 
and in other parts of the island, have 
been found vases, gems, rings, fibulte, 
■words, coins, bracelets, and urns. The 
coins discovered in different quarters 
range over the whole period of the Ro- 
man occupation of Britain, and even 
descend to a later date. The Romans 
left England in a.i>. 414 to 420 ; and at 
Shanklin, in 1833, were discovered coins 
of the emperors Arcadius and Honorius, 



the latter of whom did not reign until 
a.d. 424. 

It is evident, then, that the Ida of 
Wight was regularly colonised by the 
Romans, who founded here a busy town, 
built important etrongholda, and, charm- 
ed by the amenity of the climate and the 
beauty of the 1 andscape— remi nding thsra , 
perhaps, of their own fair Italy— built 
their summer villas in its fairest nooks. 



SECTION TH.— THE SAX05S IN THE ISLE OF WIGHT. 



Our brief ruoi/ of the island annals 
now approaches a period when we shall 
have more reliable authority to guide ns 
than the conjectures of enthusiastic 
archaeologists. 

Between the withdrawal of the last 
Roman legion from the shores of 
is. Britain and the coming of the 
630. Saxons, intervenes a period of 
clouds and shadows, wherein, so 
far as concerns the Iste of Wight, it is 
in vain we attempt to grope for aught 
authentic or satisfactory. The first re- 
cord in the Saxon history of the island 
occurs in the year 530, when " Cerdie 
and Cynrie (two Jntieh war-chiefs) con- 
quered the Iste of Wight, and slew 
many men at Wiht-garas-burh, or Caris- 
brooke."— Angh-SaxenChronide. From 
the statements of other historians, it 
would seem that the islanders defended 
themselves with considerable courage, 
and all agree that their subjugation was 
not effected without great slaughter. 

In 534, Cerdie, who founded the king- 
dom of the West Saxons, died, and Cyn- 
rie, his son, succeeded to " the throne of 
spears." The Isle of Wight then passed 
into the hands of Cerdic'a nephews, Stuf 
and Wihtgar, the latter of whom appears 
to have enjoyed the real sovereignty of 
the island, and to have founded a new 
city at Carisbrooke, or enlarged the old 



Celtic and Roman stronghold, and given 
it hianama— Wihtgsraburh. He reigned 
ten years, died in 514, and was buried in 
the fortress which he had created. 

Again we lose all trace of our island- 
kingdom for upwards of a century, and 
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that it 



Wulfhere, king of Mercla (whose n 
is commemorated by several Woolvertmu 
in the island), having defeated Cenwalt 
and the West Saxons, "passed through 
their province with a vast army, made 
war against the Iste of Wight, and con- 
quered it. And by his agency, too, 
.fide] wild, king of the South Saxons, 
was first converted to the true faith. 
And in acknowledgment thereof, he gave; 
to him, as he received him from the font, 
the Isle of Wight ; and that he might con- 
vert it to the religion of Christ, he sent 
unto him Boppa the priest, to preach it. 
Nevertheless he eou Id not then con vert it. " 
The cross and the sword, in the old 
days, were constant companions ; and at 
length, in 686, the warrior succeeded in 
placing the priest — who hlessed his arms 
and prayed for the success of the battle 
—in ecclesiastical superiority over the 
Wight. Ceadwalla, king of the West 
Saxons, aided by Mul bis brother, 
" praiseworthy and graoious, terrible in 
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power, and exoeUsnt in person, beloved 
tij all, and of a wide-spread fame," sab- 
doed the island, and " caused it to be 
converted to the faith."— Henry of Hun- 
tingdon. This notable event is duly re- 
mrded by Bede, and in snob, simple lan- 
guage, that the reader will probably not 
be indisposed to have the old ecdesinat's 
own words placed before him ; — 
" After that Ceadwalla had conqoered 

the kingdom of the (ievissi, he 
A.D. also subdued the tale of Wight, 
686. which up to that time had been 

abandoned to idol-worship ; and 
he sought to exterminate the natives by 
a terrible slaughter, and in their place 
to establish his own followers. And he 
bound himself by a tow, although not 
then regenerated in Christ, that if he 
gained the island, a fourth part thereof, 
and of the spoil, ho would dedicate to 
God. This tow be fulfilled by bestow- 
ing it, for God's service, upon Wilfrid 
the bishop, who waa present with him. 
Now, the measurement of the said island, 
according to the English standard, being 
twelve hundred families, there was given 
unto the bishop the land of three hun- 
dred families ; and the portion which he 
thus received he intrusted to the care of 
a certain one of his clergy — Bernuin, hia 
sister's son : and he gave him a priest 
named Hildila, that he might preach 
the word, and administer the waters of 
life to those who should desire salvation. 
" Now I think it should not be passed 
over in silence that, amongst the first- 
fruits of those who were saved in tin 
island by belief, were two princely 
souths, the brothers of Arrald, king of 
the island, who were crowned with tl 
special grace of God ; inasmuch as whs 
the island was menaced by the enemy, 
they took to flight, and erosse " 
the next province of the Juti, and being 
conveyed to a place whiob is called Ad 
Lapidem (Stone, or Stoneham), where 
was thought they might be hidden from 
the search of tho victorious monarch, 
were foully betrayed, and doomed by 



death. Whereupon a certain 
abbot and priest, named Cjnibcrct, who 
governed a monastery not far distant, at 
place which is called Hrtutford, that 
t, Rtedford <Bedbridge), went to the 
king, who was then concealed in that 
neighbourhood, that he might be healed 
of wounds received while fighting in the 
Isle of Wight, and besought of him, that 
if it needs must be that the young princes 
should die, at least he might first be suf- 
fered to administer to them the sacra- 
of the Christian religion. To this 
the king contented ; and the priest hav- 
ing taught them the word of truth, and 
washed them in the waters of aal ration, 
rendered them sure of admission into the 
kingdom of heaven. And so, when the 
doomsman appeared, they gladly en- 
dured a temporal death, not doubting 
that thereby they wonld pass to the eter- 
nal life of the soul. Thus it was, that 
after all the provinces of Britain bad 
accepted Christianity, the Isle of Wight 
also received it, though, on account of 
the heaviness of foreign domination, no 
one waa appointed to the ministry there- 
of, nor to the bishop's seat, until Dani- 
hel, now bishop of the East Saxons."— 
Bute, Eee. HUtory, iv. IS. 

The island became the seat of tho 
bishopric alluded to by Bede, about 
A.B. 730, when Daniel, bishop of Win- 
chester, obtained its jurisdiction ; and it 
has ever since remained a portion of that 
wealthy see. To Winchester, in 826, 
Egbert, king of Wessex, granted, by a 
charter still extant, a portion of the 
lands of " Caaeibarnt," or Calbourne, 
which remained for many years in its pos- 
session. — Hillier. 

Another gap in the island history now 
confronts ns, which we can only fill up 
from the conjectures suggested by an 
examination of the Saxon antiquities of 
the island. These are remarkably nume- 
rous, and point to the existence among 
our Saxon forefathers of a very high 
degree of luxury. 

The principal dunuK or barrow*, iden- 
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titled as Saxon in their origin, are to be 
Tonnd on Arreton and Chessel Downs, 
and hare been examined with gnat care, 
on different occasions, by competent 
authorities. The first recorded dis- 
covery of Anglo-Saxon remains occurred 
in the month of April 1815, and from 
that date to the present, the discoveries 
have been numerous, and their results 
considerable. Relies have been obtained 
which indicate.with remarkable force, the 
gradual progress of the Saxon islanders 
from barbarity to civilisation. The bone 
combs, iron buckles, rude spears, and 
coarse urns of the early race, contrast 
very vividly with the gold fibuhe and 
armlets, the polished weapons and artistic 
ornaments of their descendants. Among 
these strange memorials of the fathers of 
modem England are beads, finger-rings, 
buckles, childish toys, and armlets — 
swords, spears, and knives — hair-pins, 
ear-rings, and needles — arrow heads, 
bowls, ' buckets, and pails ; and the 
curions observer, by spending an hour or 
two at either of the island museums, 
where many of these relics are preserved, 
will gather a more distinct idea of the 
manners and customs, the modo of life, 
and even the character of the Anglo- 
Saxons, than from long and patient 
perusal of volumes of studied descrip- 

There is, indeed, sufficient evidence 
that the islanders had attained to a very 
considerable degree of refinement. The; 
had learned the manufacture of glass, and 
the construction of stone edifices. Some- 
thing, too, of workmanship in metals 
must have been generally known. The 
articles of domestic adornment, discovered 
by various eiplorers in their researches 
into the tvmidi, so numerous on the 
island, are often distinguished by their 
elegance of design and superiority of 
workmanship. The wealthier Saxons 
appear to have delighted in the decora- 
tion of their persons ; they girded their 
tunics round the waist by a belt which 
probably held their swords or knives, 



and which was gaily adorned with buckle* 
of bronse or silver. They fastened their 
cloaks at the neck with bronze-gilt fibula, 
or clasps of precious metal, sometimes 
enriched with ruby- coloured glass, 
Qlobeleta of crystal of great value they 
suspended round the neck. Their finger* 
sparkled with rings of gold, and gem* 
set with no common skill. The females 
had their beads of glass and amber, their 
bronie pins, their ' spindle balls.' The 
Saxon boy and girl played with their 
rattles, and strung their perforated cards 
together, like the ohildrenof alater race. 
In many of his domestic articles the 
Saxon displayed a refined taste, absent, 
perhaps, from our modern households. 
His bronze bowls, his wine cups, his 
funeral ums were characterized by a 
graceful simplicity of design. And when 
he committed to the earth the bones of 
his friends or neighbours, the sepulture 
was marked by a decency, ws might 
almost say a splendour, which of itself 
would be a sufficient proof that the Saxon 
dwellers in the Isle of Wight were ac- 
quainted with many of the arts and 
customs of civilised life. 

The Danes appear to have first planted 
their ominous standards in the island in 
the year 897, when " there came six ships 

anddidthereseriousharm Then 

King Alfred commanded nine of the new 
ships (long galleys, which he had built 
to compete with the swift, narrow cats, 
or war ships, of the Danes) to go thither, 
and they obstructed their passage from 
the port towards the outer sea. Then 
went the Danes with three of their ships 
ont against them, and three lay in the 
upper part of the port in the dry, for the 
men were gone ashore. But the Saxons 
took two of the three ships at the outer 
part of the haven, and slew the men, and 
the other ship escaped ; but in that also 
all the crew were slain except five, who 
got away because the other ships were 
aground. The Saxon vessels were also 
aground very disadvantageously; three lay 
ashore on that side of the deep where lay 
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the Danish ships, and ill the rest upon 
the opposite bank, bo that none could 
naeh the other. Bnt whan the water had 
ebbed man; fnrlongs from the ships, the 
Danes monad from their three ships to 
the three which were left by the tide on 
their side, and then they fought against 
them." Of Saxons there fell in the 
struggle 72 ; of Danes, 120. And when 
the flood-tide rose, it reached the Danish 
■hips before those of the Angles, and so 
the; rowed out to sea, but " were so 
injured that the; could not row round 
the Sussex land, where the sea cast two 
of them on shore." — Saxon Chronicle. 
and the crews were brought before King 
Alfred at Winchester, and by his decree 
most righteously were hanged. 

About 998 the Danes again tj sited the 
Isle of Wight, and the chronicler records 
that whenever they occupied it, " they 
obtained supplies from the South Saxons 
and the county of Sooth ampton."— 
Florenu of Worealtr. In 1001 they 
ravaged the unfortunate island with 
even more than their ordinary ferocity. 
" They roved about even as they pleased, 
and nothing could withstand them, nor 
durst any fleet by sea oppose them, nor 
laud forces either, howsoever far into 
the land they penetrated. Then was it 
in every way a grievous time, inasmuch 
as they never rested from their evil 
doings."— Saxon Chronit&t. "There- 
fore," says Florence of Worcester, "no 
slight grief affected the king, and a sad- 
ness, not to be described, the people." 
In this incursion the Danes destroyed a 
town which the Saxon Chronicle calls 
WaiOiam, — supposed by some authori- 
ties, though on slight grounds, to have 
occupied the site of the modern Wtrrow, 
near Thorley,— and many "cotlifs," or 
villages. Then a treaty was entered 
into with them ; a certain ransom was 
paid, and a temporary peace prevailed. 

Prevailed, however, for five years onl, 
In 1006 they once more more plundered 
the ill-fated island, and again in 1009. 
In 1013 they obtained, under Sweyn, 



such an ascendency in southern England 
that Ethelred the Unready, the unfor- 
tunate king of the Saions, was compelled 
to fly, and " at midwinter " betook him- 
self "into Wiht-land," where he ra- 
id during the winter months, de- 
parting in the spring of 1014 to the court 
of Richard, Doke of Normandy. 

Sweyn was succeeded on the English 
throne by the sagacious Cnut, who ap- 
pears to have visited the island in 1022 

the last occasion on which it trembled 

ifore "the Karen" of the Norsemen. 
The Saxon Chronicle, indeed, records 
in 1018 " Sandwich and tha Isle 
of Wight were ravaged, and the chief 
men that were there were slain ; " but we 
opine that this passage refers to an in- 
m made by the great Earl Godwin, 
a son Harold, in revenge for the 
roalti eatment they had received at the 
hands of Edward tbe Confessor and his 
Norman favourites. The Danes have 
left no trace of their frequent occupancy 
of the island, unless we except a small in- 
-enehraent on the elevation called Castle 
[ill, near the Longstone, in the parish 
of Mottistone. 

In the etruggle between Karl Godwin 
and the Norman court, which clouded 
the later years of Edward the Confessor's 
reign, the Isle of Wight, from its posi- 
tion, naturally became a favourite ren- 
dervoua of the powerful Saxon chief. 
There he obtained provisions, sheltered 
his ships, and re-inforced his crews. He 
probably visited it in 1060, when he was 
at Bosham with his ships. In 1052, 
with his sons, Sweyn and Harold, he 
landed there, and according to the Saxon 
Chronicle, "did not much evil except 
that they seized provisions; but tbey 
drew unto them all the land-folk by the 
sea-coast, and also up the country." 
Another version, it is true, paints their 
proceedings in blacker colours. 

In 1066, " on the 8th of the Kalends 
of May, there was such a token seen in 
the heavens as no man ever before saw. 
Some men said that it was tbe star 
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Comtta, which others call thxhairy ftar, 
and it shone seven nights. And soon 
after came Toatig the earl (the victorious 
brother of King Harold), from beyond 
sea into the Isle of Wight, with as large 
a fleet as he could draw together; and 
there they yielded him money as well as 
food." And during "the summer and 
harvest" of the same year, King Harold 



)HT AT THE ROMAN CONQUEST. 

gathered together his fleet in the secure 
waters of the Solent, and vent himself 
into the Wight, keeping his royal state, 
it may be, in the Keep of Carisbrooke. 
This was the prelude to thai decisive 
battle of Hastings, which has exercised 
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From the curious but valuable com- 
pilation, known an the Dom/Btlay Book, 
made by order of William the Con- 
queror, we may gather some interesting 
facia in illustration of the condition of 
the Isle of Wight, at the epoch of its 
occupation by the Normans. It is true 
that the Dumesday Book was not com- 
piled until 1086, but there is no reason 
to believe that any material changes were 
made in the general arrangements of the 
island by the Conquest, which there 
affected only the landed proprietary. 
Apparently the island passed into the 
hands of the stranger without let or 
hindrance, and it may well be that 
the spirit of its inhabitants had been 
completely broken by the long tyranny 
of the Danish sea-chiefs. Probably 
they submitted to the Norman invaders 
with instant readiness; at all events, 
they could not have been in a position 
to withstand them with the scantiest 
prospect of success. 

At the date of the Norman conquest, 
the Isle of Wight then possessed a po- 
pulation of between 6000 and 7000. 
The Domesday Book thus registers the 
number of villeins, borderers, and serfs 
employed upon the lands of the different 
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Allowing, therefore, for armed re- 
tainers of the feudal chiefs, the garri- 
son of Carisbrooke, women, and children, 
the population of the island may fairly 
be estimated as between 6000 and 7000, . 
or, in fact, at about the same number 
as when, three centuries before, it was 
converted to Christianity. 

The Domesday Book also records, as 
existing in the island, nine churches, 
three parochial — Calbourne, Carisbrooke, 
and Shalfieet ; and six, bestowed by 
William FiU-Osbert upon the Abbey 
of Lire, Arreton, Freshwater, Godshill, 
Newchurch, and Niton. 

A toll existed at Bowcombe ; there was 
a bake-hovje, belonging to Count Wil- 
liam, at CMverton (Cevredone), and a 
fiihery, in connection with the mansion 
—pitearia ad aulam — at Periton (Preeti- 
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No less than thirty-three m-iUt are 
rpoken of; two at Avington, one at Al- 
verston, two at Sandford and Week, five 
at Sbide, two at Sheat, one at Wraiall, 
four at Whitfield, one at Shaloombe, one 
at Ford, one at Horringford, one at 
Brooke, one at Kingston, two at Bow- 
combe, two at Calbournc, one at Gat- 
combe, one at Weatover, one at Wooiver- 
ton, three at Whitfield, one at Yaver- 
land, and one at Shot-well. 

Three laUerna are mentioned: at Whit- 
field, Bowcombe, and Watchingwood ; 
nine woodi, feeding thirty-teven hogt, 
it Shalfleet, Wroxall, Bowcombe, Hel- 
delie, Watchingwell, Periton, Belin., Bra- 
ding, and Shaleombe; six woodt or 



copta " fumithino woorf for making 
fencei," at Lemeraton, Sborwell, Shide, 
Calbourne, Qatcombe, and Chiverton ; 
and three mail woods, free from pan- 
nage, at Sandford and Week, Hardley 
and Lepene. p 

There was a pari, supposed to be the 
first in h'ngland, at Watcliingwell.— Su- 
it. Woriley. 

From these par t iculars the reader ma; 
gather some idea of the condition of the 
Isle of Wight, when it first paved into 
the hands of William of Normandy's 
knights ; and the contrast between the 
past and the present, in this instance as 
in all others, cannot fail to prove as in- 
structive as it is interesting. 



The hie of Wight, after the conquest 

of England by William the Nor- 

i. ii. man, fell to the share of bis kins- 

1066. man and chief council] or, William 

FlTI-OsBBHT, Or FlTZ-OSBOKHE, 

of whom an old chronicler speaks, ss "a 
man of vast influence, note-worthy for 
hia intellectual powers, as well as per- 
sonal strength" (8uU. Gemttt. Bitt. Nor. 
monn.J,aud whom the oonqneror, from 
his boyhood, ' ' had loved and favoured 
beyond ail other Norman barons. "-i-QvS. 
Pkhnieniit. Of the spoils of unhappy 
England, indeed, his share was such as 
to indicate the esteem in which lie was 
regarded by his sovereign. He was 
created Count of Hereford, Seueschal 
and Marshal both of Normandy and 
England, Chief Justiciary of the north of 
England, Governor of the castles of York 
and Winchester; and, finally, the Isle 
of Wight was bestowed npon him "for 
his own use and profit." These favours, 
indeed, hiscourage and prudence merited, 
and were but a just recompence of his 
important services; for "by his advice 
William was encouraged to invade Eng- 



land, and by his valour was assisted 
to preserve it."— William of Malmei- 
bury. Not but what, at times, his 
'ereign could hold him in 
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aid of the household, he served the 
Norman duke " with the flesh of a crane 
scarcely half-roasted, William was so 
highly exasperated, that he lifted up his 
fist and would have struck him, had not 
Eudo, appointed dapiftr (or napkin- 
bearer), immediately warded off the 

He divided the Isle of Wight among 
his principal followers — the Fitz-Asora 
and Fiti-Sturs — reserving some of the 
richest manors for his own' behoof, and 
bestowing others npon the Benedictine 
Abbey of Lire (in the diocese of Hvreux, 
in Normandy), which he had founded, 
ami which he liberally supported. With 
six of the island-churches he endowed this 
priory. He strengthened and, perhaps, 
enlarged the castle, and founded and en- 
dowed the priory of Cariabrooke, confer- 
ring the latter upon the monks of Lire. 
He appears to have exercised an absolute 
supremacy in the island, and to have 
dispossessed without remorse all the 
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Saxon landholders, but those who, as 
(ha king's thegns, had held their fcoft 
directly from the crown. 

The history of the great Norman's 
chequered Career has no relation with 
that of the Isle of Wight, and we shall 
content ourselves, therefore, with record- 
ing his death on Septnagesima Sunday, 
1070, in a skirmish at Caasels, in Flan- 
He was twice married. By his first 
wife, Adaliza, daughter of linger de 
Toeni, standard-bearer at Hastings, he 
had three sons, — William, who suc- 
ceeded to his estates in Normandy — 
Ralph, who became a monk in the Abbey 
of Cormeilles, which Fitz-Osbert had also 
founded — and Eoger, snrnamed De Bre- 
tenil, or Bretteville, who became Count 
of Hereford, and second Lord of the Isle 
of Wight. He had also a daughter, 
Adeliia. 

His second wife was Rich ild is, daughter 
of Reginald, Count of Hainanlt, and to 
his passionate lore for this lady his death 
is attributed by the ancient annalists. 
" Foralong time had Flanders been dis- 
turbed by intestine commotions. This 
could not Fits-Osbert, who was much 
enamoured of Richildis, endure ; but he 
entered Flanders with a body of troops, 
and being warmly welcomed by those he 
cams to protect,after some days had passed 
he rode hastily from castle to castle, with 
bat a few attendants. Then Friso, bei 
aware of this imprudence, decoyed him 
into an ambuscade, and slew him — fight- 
ing bravely but in vain — together with 
Ids step-son, Ernulph." — William of 
Mtdmubury, 
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The sole circumstance that connects 
Roger de Breteuil, so named 
i.a, the place of his birth, with the 
1070. Isle of Wight, is an entry i 
Domesday Book to the affect thi 
Raynauld, son of Croc, held a portion of 
the lands of Wilmingham, which Coi 
Roger had given to his father. 



i 1076 Count Roger incurred the * 
tb of the Conqueror, and broke oat 
a rash revolt, which ended wofully 

graphically detailed by the chro- 
niclers, and so vividly illustrate tfaa 
peculiar manners and customs of the 
that the reader may not be dis- 
pleased to have them placed before him 
.t greater length than their alight con- 
icction with the island history of itself 

As guardian of his youngest sister, 
mma, whose dowry he had undertaken 
provide, Roger de Breteuil contracted 
for her a marriage with a potent noble of 
Brotagne, one Baulf de Gael, created by 
the Conqueror Count of Norfolk. But 
William fearing, perhaps, that the 
its alliance of two nobles of such 
>ower and haughty spirit might be 
fatal to the peace of the realm, or for 
other weighty reason, sent over 
from Normandy expressly to forbid the 
ptials. The proud counts, however, 
thought fit to despise their monarch's 
prohibition, and the marriage was cele- 
brated at Norwich, the chief city of De 
Gael's earldom, where — 



uptial feast fatal to all who attended 
There came to it many bishops, 
abbots, and barons, and many stalwart 
warriors. There were Normans, and 
Saions allied by marriage to those Nor- 
mans, and Welshmen, the good friends 
of Count Roger of Hereford and Count 
Waltheof, who ruled the fair earldoms 
of Huntingdon, Northampton, and 
Northumberland. And the tapers shone 
merrily on the knightly throng, and the 
red wine glowed brightly in the golden 
goblets. And lo, the heart was opened, 
and the tongue loosened, and out spake ■ 
Count Boger in fierce dennnciation of 
the tyranny of King William in seeking 
to prohibit hie sister's alliance. It was 
an affront, be cried, to the memory of 
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Ilia father, who bad won for the bastard 
his kingdom.— William 0/ Malmabitrg. 

Then out spake the Saxons, who, 
indeed, had received far deeper injuries, 
and on all aides arose fierce" expressions 
of wrath 1 " The; began unanimously, 
and with loud cries, to plot the betrayal 
of their king." 

Said a Norman : " He is a bastard, 
and hath no right to a crown." 

"He poisoned Couau, our gallant 
Breton count," mattered a Breton. 

"He hath rashly invaded the noble 
realm of England, "cried a Saxon; "hath 
unjustly slain the true heirs thereof, or 
cruelly forced them into exile." 

"And those who aided him," was the 
reproach of others, "and through whose 
valour he is raised higher than all his 
race, he hath treated with cold ingra- 
titude. Tons, viators and wounded, he 
gate but sterile fields, and these he has 
taken away, or diminished, at the dic- 
tates of his avarice." So they protested 
solemnly that ' he was abhorred by all 
men, and that many would rejoice were 
he but to perish. 

Whereupon Count Soger spake boldly 
unto the powerful. Count Waltheof: 
"Brave Saxon," said he, "now is the 
onged-for hour for thy 



Do t 



1 with v 



will 



establiah the English 
it was in the daya of Edward. One of 
us shall be king, and the other two shall 
he his generals, and we wiU govern all, 
William assuredly will not return here, 
seeing that in Normandy he hath enough 
upon his hands. Unite then with us, 
Saxon Earl, and do that which is good 
for thee, and thy family, and thy father- 
land, down-trodden underfoot," 

And these words were hailed with a 
mighty ahout of applause, and Normans 
and Saxons aware to aid each other, and 
to overthrow King William. 

But this conspiracy was crushed be- 
fore it was fairly afoot, by the energy 
Ud vigour of Lanfranc the primate, 
Odo of Bayeux, and William de War- 
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renne. Levying a numerous army, they 
attacked Be Gael's forces at a place 
called Vagadwnt, and completely de- 
feated them— cutting off, it is said, the 
right foot of every prisouertbey captured. 
In the weat, the king's troops also de- 
feated the army of Count Roger, and he 
himself was taken prisoner. 

Then King William hastily returned 
to England, and held a court at West- 
minster, where the Count of Hereford 
appeared, and was anable to deny his 
treason. Therefore, in accordance with 
the Norman laws, he was condemned to 
lose his hereditary estates, and to be 
imprisoned for life in one of the royal 
prisons. But still haughty was the 
spirit, and unconquerable the pride of 
Count Roger, and in his dungeon he 
derided the king, and by hie contumacy 
implacably offended him ; for once npon 
a time, at Easter tide. King William, 
desirous, it may be, of soothing the 
haughty baron, sent unto him a complete 
suit of costly stuffs. Straightway Count 
Roger ordered his attendants to kindle a 
great fire before him, and into the flames 
he oast the royal gifta, — a silken tunic, 
and. a mantle, and a short cloak made of 
precious furs. When the king heard 
thereof, he was justly angered, and 
swore, "Very proud is be who hath done 
me this dishonour, and by the splendour 
of God out of my prison while I live he 
shall not go t " And the oath was 
kept. 

Count Soger died in .1080, and the 
vast estates of the Fits-Oaberte, and 
their sovereign rights in the Isle of 
Wight, were resumed by the crown. 

On one occasion only did the Con- 
queror visit his island-fortress, 
and that was in an hour of perU i.n. 
which vividly brought out the 1086. 
manly qualities of his kingly 
mind. His half-brother, Odo, bishop 
of Bayeux, half-warrior half-prieat, who 
had received from King William the 
province of Kent, and fat estates and 
manifold honours, collected during the 



3 M,iod by Google 



Conqueror's absence in Normandy a 
large and powerful following in the Isle 
of Wight, with the view of going forth 
into Italy and intriguing for the Pope- 
dom. 

The king, apprised of his brother's 
ambitious design, suddenly returned, 
and summoned to Carisbrooke Castle 
bis knights and men-at-arms, and other 



avered and flickered 
merrily enough upon the glittei 
roour of the knightly throng, fl 

stern silence upon the dais ; aud when 
the murmur of voices was hushed, be 
recounted, one by one. the offences which 
Odo had done against him : — 

"Excellent peers," he cried, if we may 
believe the old historian, " I beseech 
you hearken to my words, aud give me 
your counsel. At my sailing into Nor- 
mandy I commended England to the 
government of Odo, my brother, the 
bishop. In Normandy my foreign foes 
have risen up against me,— yea, and in- 
ward friends, I may say, have invaded 
me ; for Robert my son, and other young 
lords whom I have brought up, and 
given arms, have rebelled, unto whom 
my false clients, and other bordering 
enemies, have given their assistance. 
But they have not prospered, God (whose 
servant I am) even defending me; 
neither have they gotten anything of 
mine besides iron in their wounds. They 
of Anjou prepared against me whom, 
with the fear only of war, I hare pacified. 
These businesses, you know, have drawn 
me into Normandy, where I have stayed 
long, and employed my painful endea- 
vours ou public behoofs. But, in the 
meantime, my brother hath greatly 
oppressed England, spoiling the Church 
of lands and rents; hath made it 
naked of ornaments given by our prede- 
cessors, aud hath seduced my knights, 
with purpose to train them over the 



Alps, who ought to defend the land 
against the invasion of the Danes, Irish, 
and other enemies overstrong for me ; 
but my greatest dolour is for the Church 
of God, which he hath afflicted, and unto 
which the Christian kings that reigned 
before me have given many gifts, and 
with their loves honoured ; for which 
now (as we believe), they rest, rejoicing 
with a happy retribution in a pleasant 
state. But my brother, to whom I com- 
mitted the whole kingdom, violently 
plucketh away their goods, cruelly grind- 
etbthe poor, and with a vain hope steal- 
eth away my knights from me, and by 
oppression hath exasperated the whole 
land with unjust taxations. Consider 
thereof, most noble lords, aud give me 
(I pray you) your advice what is herein 
to be done. " — Speed, Book ix. 

Bat Odo was a prelate, and sacred — a 
noble wealthy and powerful, and not 
over-slow in his punishment of an enemy. 
What marvel, then, that out of all that 
knightly gathering not one dared raise 
his voice against him 1 

" Seize him 1 " shouted the Conqueror, 
as if resolved to construe their silence 
into an acknowledgment of his brother's 
offences, — " seize him, and let him be 
closely guarded." 

But not a knight laid his finger upon 
the prince of the Church. All stood 
mute and aghast at the king's wrath. 
With instant decision, he sprang from his 
seat, strode through his astonished follow- 
ers, and grasped his brother 'a robes. 

Whereupon Odo exclaimed, "I am 
a priest and a servant of the Lord 1 
None but the Pope haa the right to judge 

The monarch, prepared for the crafty 
excuse, replied, " I do not punish thee 
as a priest, but as my own vassal, and a 
noble whom I myself have made. " 

And Odo was surrounded by armed 
men, and borne from his sovereign's 
presence ; and in due time he was de- 
spatched across the seas to wear out 
many years in a Norman fortress. 
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Great spoil fell into ■William's hands. 
"Heaps of yellow metal did move admi- 
ration in tbe beholden, and many of bis 
bags were taken op out of tbe bottom of 
a river (the Medina If, where they were 
hidden, full of gold gronnd into powder." 
— Speed. 

Richard us Eedv ebs I. 

There lived in these times a potent 
knight, Richard di Redvebs, 
a.d. tie Rivicri, or lie Eiparia, bo 
1101-3. named from Eivieri, near Cre- 
uilli, in Normandy, who safely 
sided with King Henry I. in his con- 
test with his brother Duke Robert, 
and whose loyalty so won that monarch's 
favour, that, in addition to the honours 
asd estates which had descended to him 
from Count Baldwin, lis father, he cre- 
ated him Count of Devon, with a yearly 
pension of one-third the revenue of the 
county, and bestowed upon him the 
of Tiverton, the honour of Plympton, the 
manor of Christ Church, and Snail;, the 
Loan ship on tbe Isle t» Wight. 

Be enjoyed his honours until his death 
in HOT. By his wife AdeUza, daughter 
of William Fiti-Osbert, he left issue, and 
his son, Baldwin de Red vers, succeeded 
to bis power and titles. 

liii/Dwm m Redvebs I. 



a.i>. true Nor 

1107. gallant, impatient of control, but 

a pious sun of the Church, e« 
ready by the gift of a fat acre to deser 
its blessings. He lived and reigned 
the Isle of Wight, and probably in such 
state as romancista and poets have love ' 
to paint, weaving their thick fancir 
upon the scanty details afforded by the 
indent chroniclers. He founded Quarr 
■looey," a monastery of the Cietei 
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order, choosing for it a delectable site in 

ample meadow-land, bordered by a 
thick wood, an<l opening out upon the 
waters of the Solent. There he 
placed a colony of monks brought over 
Savigni, in Normandy, and he 
liberally endowed the monastery he had 
" ided(A.D. 1185). Dpon the town of 
SremtUh or Yarmouth, situated at the 
mouth of the Yar, he conferred a char- 
ier — thus creating the first municipality 

the Isle of Wight 

Count Baldwin espoused the cause of 
the Empress Maude, in her struggle with 
Stephen for tbe English crown, and suf- 
fering a severe defeat in the fens of Ely, 
betook himself with great haste (a.d. 
1139-40) to his island fastness. He 
greatly strengthened and enlarged Caris- 
brooke Castle, and invented, we are told, 
many new and surprising engines of war 
for its defence. But this did not avail 
him against the superior military skill 
and strength of Stephen, who drove him 
from the island, and confiscated all his 
possessions. Nor were they restored 
to him nntil 1153, when peace was made 
between Stephen and Henry Flantagenet. 
Then the Count returned from Normandy 
to his Castle of Carisbrooke, and there 
abode in the tranquil enjoyment of his 
almost regal powers, until his death in 
1155. 

His wife, Adelisa, bore him three 
sons — Richard, William, and Henry — 
and a daughter, named Adewisia, or 
Hadewisa, who is recorded to have pos- 
sessed lands in the island. Baldwin, his 
Countess, and his son Henry were buried 
at Quarr Abbey. 

Rich abb db EedverS II. 
The fifth Lord of the Island, and third 
Count of Devon, was Richard de 
Redvebs, eldest son of Count Bald- a.d. 
win, who married Dionysia, 1156. 
daughter of Count Reginald of 
Cornwall ; begat two sons, Baldwin and 
Richard ; followed his father's excellent 
example in enriching the Abbey of St 
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Mary of Qnarr ; and bestowed a charter 
upon the rapidly fining town of New- 
He died in 1161, at Cenomanes, in 
France, leaving a bod, Baldwin, still a 

And here wo pangs to enumerate, very 
briefly, some of the privileges of the 
Lords of the Island. They themselves 
held their estates and honours from the 

being bound in escuage at fifteen knights' 
fees and a half (about 4700 acres). They 
alone possessed dominion in the island. 
Their tenants could not be taxed by the 
crown, but held their lands of the castle, 

honour of Carisbrooke. When the lord's 
eldest son was admitted to the order of 
knighthood, or when his daughters were 
married, they were bound to defray the 
attendant eipenses. If the castle were 
besieged, his tenants were bound to de- 
fend it, at their own cost, for forty days. 
When he visited the island, they were 
required to receive him; when he left it, 
to attend him to the place of embarka- 
tion. All minors were placed under his 
guardianship. He had the return of the 
king's writs, appointed his own constable 
and bailiffs, and was coroner within the 
island. For his pleaeaunce, he bad a chase 
in the forest of FarkhurBt, and free 
warren over the lands lying east of the 
Medina. All wrecks on the coast, all 
waifs and strays, were his; and the tolls 
of the fairs and market at Newport and 
Yarmouth. Finally, he had his own 
judicial tribunal in the Snighlen Court, 
or Court of Kiiighit, established by 
William Fits-Osbert, and continued until 
a comparatively recent period, where he 
and his knights presided, and adjudi- 
cated on all inanlar claims without let or 
hindrance from superior authorities.— 
Wordey. 

Baldwin de Bbdvers II, 

The second Cooht Baldwin, sixth 

Lord of the Wight, who bad married 
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vicia, daughter of Ralph de Del, died, 
ithout issue, One year after the 
death of his father, and was bn- «.d. 
id at Christ Church.— Lam- 1162. 
none MSS. 40, art. i». 

Richard de Redyebs III. 
Of this Count Richard m Redveks, 
the historian of the Wight has 
nothing to record, save that he ad 
nrstasBumedtheDeRedvers'eoat 1163. 
of arms, or, a lion rampant, 
azure. He died without issue, and was 
buried at Mantibourg, in Normandy. 

William db Vebnon. 

One of the most illustrious of the 
Lords of this Island was Wil- 
liam, an man ied De VERNON, A.D. 
from a town in the Cotentin, 1184. 
where he was born, or, according 
to some authorities, educated. He was 
the second son of the first Baldwin, 
Count of Devon and Lord of the Wight, 
and succeeded to the dignities and estates 
of the De Eedvern, in default of male 
issue to his nephew Richard. 

A gallant baron was William de Ver- 
non, and loyal to bis king, the famous 
Ccbut de Lion. At whose second coro- 
nation, celebrated on his return from his 
Austrian prison (A.D. 1194), Count Wil- 
liam was one of the four barons who 
supported the silken canopy over the 
royal head. 

Asa firm adherent to King Richard 
he was necessarily an object of suspicion 
and hatred to the crafty John. In the 
first year of Am reign, therefore, the 
Count — fearing confiscation of bis estates 
—made over to Hubert de Burgh, the 
Grand Justiciary of England (who had 
wedded his daughter Joanna), the Lord- 
ship of the Island and the manor of 
Christ Church. This, however, was but 
a nominal surrender ; and on the death 
of Hubert de Burgh, in 120S, De Ver- 
non obtained the restitution of his hon- 
ours on payment to the crown of the 
enormous fine of £00 marks, and placing 
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b LOBoa or i urn island. 



uua hostage in the king' 



tilt graniisi 

De Vernon wag one of the great barons 
who wrested from Ihe reluctant monarch 
that famous title-deed of English free 
(iom, Magna Charta, *~ animated, per 
haps, by personal animosity as much at 
by public spirit. 

He chiefly resided, it is believed, it 
hia Castle of Carisbrooke, which hac 
undergone man; changes since the day! 
of Fita-Osbert. Here he exercised, we 
ma; well suppose, the splendid hospi 
lalitj of a feudal chieftain, and gathered 
about him his knights and vassals to 1 
high revel or enjo; the vigorous plessi 
of the chase. The squire, under 
regal roof, ma; have learned those p 
ciptes of chivalry which made the c 
Haitian of the feudal times; and 1 
practised those athletic exercises wi 
strengthen the frame and sharpen the 
intellect. Here the page ma; have 
waited on the lad; of the island, have 
whispered love to her maids of honour, 
or at the banquet ministered to the ser- 
'ice of his lord. 



William de Vernon imitated his pre- 
decessors in liberal donations to the 
Abbe; of Quarr, within whose stately 
■alls he raised a mausoleum for his 
father and himself at a cost of £300, or 
nearly £6000, computed at the present 
'alue of money. He died on the 14th 
September 1216, and was therein inter- 
red. His eon Baldwis— the third Dt 
ttedvers of that name— had "passed 
»*aj" afewdaysbefore him (1 Septem- 
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Baldwih de EidvemIV. 
This Baldwin, the sou of Baldwin de 
Radvers and Margaret Fitzgerald, 
had been placed, as we have shown, a.d. 
in the hands of King John as a 1316. 
hostage for his grandfather's fide- 
lity. On the death of his kinsman, being 
still a minor, the king placed him as a 
ward in the care of the notorious Fulk ds 
Breaute, whom his mother had been 
compelled by the king to marry— an 
unnatural union which excited the dis- 
gust of all thinking men. Thus, ''this 
high-minded lady," says one, " became 
the wife of a murtherous traitor. The 
noble was linked to the ignoble ; the 
pious to the blasphemous ; the beautiful 
—against her will indeed, and constrained 
b; the tyrant John— to the base. So 
that of this marriage, a certain poet has 
sang with sufficient elegance ;— 



this unworthy minion fell from his 

proud estate iu 1221, was deprived of his 

ill-gotten treasures, and banished the 

itr;. Whereupon the wardship of 



young t> 



rusted 



to Richard, Coant of Cornwall, the able 

brother of Henry III., by whose influ- 

i marriage was contracted between 

ard and Amicia de Clare, daughter 

of Gilbert, Count of Gloucester (a.d, 

1227), — tbe latter being constrained to 

! to the royal treasury a fine of 2000 

rks on the union of his daughter with 

wealthy a young noble. — Rotvi., xt. 

Bmry III. A son, Baldwin, was born 

to them in 1235, and a daughter, Isabella, 

l123T. 

At Christmas tide, in 1240, when the 
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third Henry held a brilliant court at 
Winchester, Baldwin, adulciceni prima 
ixdolit, mi/el cUgantittiirrus, a youth of 
boble disposition, and skilfully practised 
in all martial exercises, was knighted, 
and formally invested with the lordship 
of the Wight (Matthea Paris),— the pri- 
vileges of that high dignity having been 
previously enjoyed by his guardian, the 
Count of Cornwall. Five years later, 
and Count Baldwin died (16th February, 
1MB) still in the prime of his chivalrous 
manhood. 

A Mia r A in: Gull, 

At the period of Count Baldwin's 
decease, his son Baldwin, the fifth 
A.n, Do Redvera of that name, was 
1349. on]; ten years old, and his ward- 
ship was entrusted to ono Henri- 
cos de Wengham. He married at the 
early age of fifteen or sixteen, Avieia of 
Savoy, a cousin of Queen Eleanor ; 
a son John, who died at the early age of 
ten ; was knighted on the occasion of the 
nuptials of King Henry's daughter Beat- 
rice with the Duke of Brittany; and died 
in September 1252, of poison adminis- 
tered to him at the table of Peter de 
Savoy, Earl of Richmond, when Richard 
of (Gloucester also met his death by the 
same foul means. He was buried at 
Breamore. 

The lordship of the Isle of Wight 
formed a portion of the dowry of his 
mother Amcu dh Curb, who enjoyed 
it from the death of her husband until 
her own decease in 1288, when the estates 
and honours of the Be Redvera became 
the undisputed inheritance of her daugh- 
ter, the celebrated Lad; of the Island. 

Isabella dr Fortibus. 

Isabella, daughter of Baldwin de 

Kedvers and Amicia de Clare, 

A.n. married, in her early youth, Wil- 

1233. liam de Fortibua, Count of Au- 

mtrlc or Albemarle, and at tbe 

age of twenty-three was left a widow, her 

husband dying at Amiens in 1250. She 



had bad by him three sons — John, 
Thomas, and William ; and two daugh- 
ters, Alice and Aveline. The latter 
alone survived her ; the others died in 

On the death of her mother she succeed- 
ed, at the mature age of forty-six, to the 
vast inheritance of the De Rediers, while 
in right of her marriage she enjoyed the 
large estates of the Aumerles. Her abi- 
lities, and administrative capacity, ap- 
pear to have been considerable, and she 
supported her weighty honours with 
becoming dignity. She resided princi- 
pally in her Castle of Carisbrooke, where 
she maintained an almost regal splen- 
dour. With knights and pages in her 
train, and a bodyguard of men-at-arms, 
we may imagine that she swept in exceed- 
ing pomp along the broad highways of 
her island realm ; often visiting, we may 
be eure, that new and important borough 
of Medina or Newport, upon which she 
had conferred extensive privileges, and 
tbe municipalities of Yarmouth and 
Francheville (Newtown), founded by her 

She was very bountiful to the Abbey 
of Quarr, bestowing upon it several 
manors, and fully confirming tbe dona- 
tions of her predecessors; and on the 
Norman Abbey of Manbtbourg, she con- 
ferred her possessions at Appulduroombe 
and Week. To other religious founda- 
tions she was equally liberal, hut never- 
theless aha knew how to preserve her 
own dignities from ecclesiastical encroach- 
ment. She claimed certain lands enjoyed 
by the Abbey of Quarr, and eo prompt 
were her proceedings that the monks 
were forced to eeek the protection of the 
Crown, and Edward I. to entrust their de- 
fence to William de Braybmuf, Sheriff of 
Hampshire. She quarrelled also — his- 
tory does not record the mfty— with the 

gravittima damna, such heavy damages 
in the strife, that the king judged it 
right to command the Bishop of Win- 
chester, in consideration of its losses, lo 
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endow it with the church of Brading. 
"On tbe vacancy of a prior of Christ 
Church, she assumed tha power of hold- 
ing the land* of the cod vent in her hands; 
ud a prior of Carisbrooke being elected 
without her approbation, she summoned 
him to answer in her court." 

Isabella de Fortibos died at Stock- 
well, in Surrey, in 1293, aged 66. On 
her deathbed aha executed a deed by 
which, for the sum of 6000 marks - up- 
wards of £60,000— aha parted with ail 



the powers, privileges, and landi of the 
lordship of the .Wight to Edward I.* 
The king had previously Bought the con- 
cession from her daughter, the Lad; 
Eveline, but her untimely death abruptly 
terminated the negotiation. 

Henceforth, then, we are to regard 
the Isle of Wight as an appanage of the 
Crown, whose lordship " waa rarely 
granted, except for life or during plea- 
sure, to Buch as the king delighted to 
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The Wardins 






Thi government of tho Isle of Wight, 
under Edward Land his successors, was, 
with few exceptions, administered by 
Wardbbs, or Cuatodet Insula, apjfflinled 
by the Crown, and removable at the 
SoTereign'B pleasure. With these were 
often joined in commission the constable 
of Carisbrooke Castle, the Bishop of 
Winchester, or some one or two notable 
knights, for the purpose of regulating 
and investigating its defences. For the 
Wight, during the stormy reigns of the 
Flautageneta and their incessant ware 
with Prance, was necessarily a position 
of considerable military importance. 
The first Warden appointed by Ed- 
ward I. waa Jottn Fraz-TnoiuB, 
A.D. of whom "nothing further if 
1383. known, but that he was alec 
steward of the New Forest." He 
was succeeded in 1295 by Richard di 
ArrsTOs {A/Ion), with whom waa joined 
in commission Humphhky ee Dokis- 
tirbi, constable of Carisbrooke. 
in the following year, another com i 
was appointed for the purpose of eia- 
tniuiiig into the defensive forces of the 
island,— Sir RiOhaRD be Ai 
Bishop of WlDClUtSTEB, anc 
UOBRDOB. 

This Adam de Goordon, we may ob- 
serve par parenthiie, had been a famous 
freebooter, and in tbe days of the feeble 



. III., the terror of Hie Hampshire 
hinds, Hia bands ravaged the shire from 
t to west, issuing forth, ever and 
n, from their strongholds in the bow- 
glades of tbe New Forest, where their 
leader maintained a sovran state, to carry 
off the beeves, the corn, and, it may be, 
the brown- cheeked daughters of the 
panic- s mitten farmers. Against this 
redoubtable robber-knight Prince Ed- 
ward at length led a troop of men-atr 
i, and came up with him at Alton ; 
it was agreed, in accordance with the 
chivalrous spirit of the times, that the 
fortunes of the day should be decided by 
a passage- at-arm s between the two lead- 
ers. So the sword of tbe rebel crossed 
the aword of the heir of England. Sharp 
and obstinate waa the combat, — long 
afterwards aung of by the old ballad 
minstrels, — bat the prince succeeded in 
disarming his opponent, and brought 
him to the ground. He spared his life, 
with a rare generosity, and procured him 
the royal forgiveness. Finally, recog- 
nising in him certain chivalrous quali- 
ties, he appointed him to a post near his 
own person; and a trusty servant ol 
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King Kdward was the rebel whom Prince 
Ed nard had doubly vanquished. 

From 1802 to 1307, Sir John d« 
Lislx, of Wootton, surnamed Dt liotm 
(of the Wood), was warden of the island, 
and also held the conatableship of the 
Castle of Cariabrooke. This John de 
Lisle was a knight of weight and influ- 
ence, and appeara to have been, so to 
speak, "the representative man" of the 
island - chivalry. "With divers other 
great men," he was summoned (23 Ed- 
ward I.) "to consult of the important 
affairs of the realm." He accompanied 
ttie great Plantagenet, " well fitted with 
horse and arms," on his expeditions into 
France and Scotland. His sou, John de 
Lisle, was one of the many noble youths 
who received the honour of knighthood 
with Prince Edward— "by bathing, and 
divers sacred ceremonies "— at "the 
famous solemnity," held by King Ed- 
ward in the thirty-fourth year of his 
reign. — Dugdale. 

Nicholas di Lists, in 1307, the year 
of Sir John's death, was appointed to 
the wardenship, and commanded by Ed- 
ward II. to place the island in the pos- 
session of his infamous minion, Piers 
Gaveston, Earl of Cornwall. But the 
gentlemen of the Wight, and the English 
nobility, remonstrated so strongly against 
this appointment that the weak king 
was compelled to rescind it, and he 
shortly afterwards bestowed the lord- 
ship, with all its privileges, and the 
Castle of Cariabrooke, on his eldest son, 
the gallant Edward, then styled Eire. 
of Cheatih. " That prince kept them 
in his possession as long as he lived, 
governing by wardens, as had before been 
practised by His grandfather; these he 
generally chose out of the chief gentle- 
men of the island, judging them the 
fittest to defend their own lands." — 
Worries. 

Sir John hi Lihlh, son of the former 
warden, was appointed to this important 
office in 1310. He was succeeded in 
1321 by Sir Hinbt Ties, who was be- 
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headed for treason in the following year; 
in 132G, the wardens were Jorni db la 
Hum and Johm Lis lb ; in 1336, JoHB 
en Likuford, Lord of Chale, and, in 
1333, Thiobild Rosas!, Lord of Yaver- 
land. 

And here we propose, in accordance 
with our general plan, to pause for 
awhile in this arid summary of names 
and dates, and to put before the reader, 
with Bueh skill as we can command, a 
view of the curious defensive military 
arrangements of the Wight under the 
Plantagenet. At the present time, such 
a subject cannot he without interest, and 
may not be without profit. 

It is difficult, however, to approxi- 
mate to any correct estimate of the num- 
ber of men which formed the militia of 
the island. Every able-bodied inhabi- 
tant was liable, m the event of its inva- 
sion, to be called upon to bear arms ; and 
those were the days when the English pea- 
sant knew how to draw "the tough bow- 
string " with a strength and a skill which 
rendered it a formidable weapon. Prom 
various ancient rolls we also gather that 
the Earls of Devon, in right of their 
feudal service, contributed to the insular 
forces 70 men-at-arms ; the king, 100 
bowmen ; the City of London, 300 ,- while 
several religious houses and the principal 
land-owners together supplied 127 men- 
at-arms, and HI bowmen. Every per- 
son owning land of the yearly value of 
£20, wan bound to provide a horseman 
fully armed. The island was parcelled 
out into nine military districts, over each 
of which was set its principal land- 
holder or most distinguish 6-1 knight. If 
the reader will take his map, and follow 
upon it this arrangement as we are about 
to indicate it, he will see that the division 
was ordered with considerable skill :— 



J. Sttntery, ttoituxll, WnuaO, Jlcnda 
Cliff, Apte, Kilon, vut Somtom. m 

Pirn on Heibo, Lord of Stentmrr. 
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(. Ktagitm, Morwett Coriibroott, Part, NorA- 

"»i nod WatdtmgKili, under JOSH DI 

KoiosTon, of KhiKJton. 
I, Brixton, COOatmit, lfoUillctu, and Iftu- 

tovn, nnrtor Tuohas Cmi, Lord of Mot- 

tlitone. 
i. Brooi, ShaJflttt, IWfty, uid rormoBii, 



On the chief eminences and exposed 
points of the coast, watches wars sta- 
tioned by day and night, and beacons* 
sept in readiness. Thns, in the East 
Medina, were thirteen of these stations; 
in the West Medina, sixteen. Ifahostile 
squadron sailed up the eastern entrance 
of the Solent, straightway the lurid 
beacon blazed upon St. Helen's Hill, 
meeting with inetant response from the 
ready sentinels who kept watch on the 
heights of Shanklin— on the down which 
towers aliote Appuldoreotnbe— at Niton, 
and rocky Atherfield. Thence the bale- 
Ere streamed far into the very heart of 
the island, to Standen and to ATington; 
and so away on the one hand to Hyde, 
Wootton, and Cowes ; on the other, to 
Freshwater and Mottistone, and "the 
tea-shore at Brighstone. " 



Other regulations made by the inhabi- 
tants for their security have been pre- 
served by Sir Eichard Worsley (Hiatvry, 

* Ttieia beacons were "along and strong 



p. SI), and are curious enough as illus- 
trations of the iron conditions under 
which the islanders then " held their 

1. That there should be but three porta 
in the island, namely, La Eiche (Hyde), 
Shamblord, and Yarmouth. 

2. That three persons should be ap- 
pointed wardens of these ports, who were 
to prevent any one from retiring from 
the island, or exporting provisions from 
thence without licence. 

3. That none but licensed boalssbould 
be permitted to pass, except the boat be- 
longing to the Abbot of Quit; a boat be- 
longing to Sir Bartholomew de Lisle, and 
another belonging to Bobert de Pimely. 

The Wshdkb of the Island possessed 
extensive powers, — could array, at his 
pleasure, t lie horse and foot forces ; could 
raise new levies, if necessary ; could pro- 
vide them with weapons ; could drawaddj- 
tionalmenfroniHampshire; could compel 
the return of all absentees on pain of for- 
feiture of their lands, tenements, goods, 
and chattels; and, in case of noncom- 
pliance, provide men to supply their 
places. The king supplied the Castle of 
Carisbrooke with ten tuns of wine, one 
hundred quarters of wheat, the same 
quantity of malt, and oats ; fifty quarters 
of pease and beans ; with coals, wood, 
salt, and other munitions- And to en- 
encourage the military spirit of the in- 
inhabitants, he conferred upon them 
great and peculiar privileges. . 

We may add that the landholders of 
the island were compelled, by the condi- 
tions on which they held their estates, to 
defend the Castle of Carisbrooke, in time 
of war, at their own expense (sumptions 
propria) for forty days. "(7 Edward 
III.) 

A few words* in elucidation of the 
ecclesiastical condition of the island at 
this period may, perhaps, be permitted 
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na before resuming our historical nar- 
rative Moat of those quiet village 
churohei which lend such a charm to its 
picturesque landscapes — nestling away 
in shadowy combes, and among leaf j 
copses, or looking out afar from lonely 
heights upon the distant sea — echoed 
with matin and with vesper, in the 
days of the haughty Normans. But 
the chapels, or oratories, which existed 
in connection with their atately man- 
sions, have passed away ; passed away 
like the names of their founders, like the 
brave old manorial houses which once 
were so numerous in the island, but of 
which not a grey stone or ivied buttress 
can now be traced. 

Thus, of the chapels once existing at 
Alfredlton (Alvarston), Briddleiford, 
Lymerittm, Whitfield, and Standen, the 
antiquary cannot now detect a relic. 
Much must the pilgrim of the isle regret 
that memorials of the past so full of 
interest have not been spared by Time 
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fa the gray old tower. 1 
is still a church at Bimtead, though of 

ing been removed in consequence of its 
extreme dilapidation. At Chale, bleak, 
desolate, and lonely— in the leafy village 
otBriehttoae— onthaabruptbillofCarit- 
brooie— at Qodihill, towering above the 
fertile mead-at Tkorley, Sholfieet, se- 
questered Shorwelt, and pleasant Oat- 
combt — at quiet and sequestered Motii- 
stone, still stand the churches, repaired, 
"restored," and somewhat changed in 
aspect, it is true, which gave up their 
revenues, five centuriesandahalf agone, 
to the Nunuan Abbey of Lire, and the 
Island-Abbey of Quarr. The hamlet of St. 
HeJen'i, now as then, supports a church, 
though the Priory long ago passed from 
the memory of man. CaTishrovkei rich 
priory, the small "cell" of monks at 
Appuldarcombt. and the priory of St. 
Crest at Newport, have utterly van- 
ished from the earth. But the churches 
of GatboWfiM, Yarmouth, Freshwater, 



Naeckwch, Eroding, and Woottoa, and 
the dependent chapels of Northwood , St. 
Lawrence, and Newport, are still among 
the ecclesiastical edifices of the island. 
Within the valla of Cariibrooke Castle 
was a smaL, but parochial church, that 
of Scmctut NiaAat in Castro, whose me- 
morials now-a-days are without import- 
In the Isle of Wight, then, about this 
time, there existed no less than 16 
churches and 11 chapels, many of them 
possessed of considerable wealth and 
some degree of architectural beauty. 
There were also an opulent abbey, that 
of Quarr; the priories of St Helen's, 
Carisbrooke, and St. Cross; the cell of 
Appuldurcombe, and. a chantry at St. 
Catherine's. Altogether, a liberal ecclesi- 
astical provision for a population which, 
probably, did not exceed 12,000. 

The courage of the islanders, and the 
valueof theirmilitary preparations, were 
first tested in the year of grace 1310, 
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Helen's point, and rapidly pressed for- 
ward into the interior. Sir Theobald 
Russell, at the head of the insular forces, 
coming np with them, drove them back 
to their ships, but unfortunately fell in the 
brief though sanguinary action. Stow, 
by the way, calls him Sir Ptter, a preg- 
nant illustration of the troth of Byron's 

■■ Thrtulipw tic mm UM tin bM> ••U-qaU, 

In 1377 the French again invaded the 
island, and succeeded in forcing their 
way as far as Newport. The inhabitants 
retired fnr shelter to Cariabrooke Cas- 
tle, which, says Stow, Sir Hugh Tyrill 
"kept manfully." A body of the in- 
vaders, approaching the castle, were 
decoyed into an ambuscade, and so com- 
pletely cut np that the exulting islanders 
named the place where they fell ' ' Mod- 
dies' Hill" (now Node Hill), and "Dead- 
man's Lane. " — Wortley. Unable tr 
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tapture the castle, and, perhapa, appre- 
hensive of the besiegers receiving formid- 
able reinforcements, the Preach retired, 
"taking of the iunatiitsnts 1000 marks 
to spare their houses uubnrnt."— Sfow. 
In this invasion the towns of Yarmouth 
and Francueville were completely de- 
stroyed, and the whole island appears 
to have been in the temporary occupa- 
tion of the enemy. 
The lordship of the Isle of Wight, and 
the Castle of Carisbrooke, were 
I.E. bestowed by Richard II., in tlie 
1388. ninth year of bis reign, on a 
potent and splendid noble, Wil- 
LUbI ii b MobtaODtb, Karl or Salis- 
bury, who Ella no unimportant niche 
in English history. This lord had en- 
joyed the special favour of Edward III., 
having fought with him at the siege of 
Caen and the battle of Crecy. He won 
two memorable sea fights ; defeating 
the Spaniards, off Wincheleea, in 1351, 
and burning seven large Spanish ships 
at St. Mal», in 1373. At the battle of 
Poictiers he commanded the 
ef the English army, " in the heat of 
which fight, it is said that he strove witb 
the Earl of Warwick which of them 
should most bedew the laud of Poictiers 
with French blood. "—Dugdale. 

This gallant baron, who was one of the 
first knights of the most noble Order of 
the Garter, was wont to maintain on 
ship-beard, 300 men-at-arms, 300 archers, 
20 knights, and 278 esquires— a magnifi- 
cent contribution, assuredly, to the naval 
strength of England. 

Edward III., in 1377, made him 
admiral of the fleet, and he was present 
at Sheen, in the Jnne of the same year, 
when the great sovereign, who bad so 
liberally recompensed his services, " pas- 
sed away." Never resting on his arms, 
we hear of him in the following year as 
harassing the French coast with his 
ships, and capturing Cherbourg. Shortly 
afterwards he was appointed Governor of 
Calais. 

A terrible calamity befell him in 1383. 



i tilting at Windsor," charging in 
the melee, he accidentally slew his only 
, misfortune which clouded all bis 
latter years. In 1386 Richard II. be- 
iwed upon him " the Isle of Wight 
and the Castle of Carisbrooke," with all 
royalties, rights, aid privileges, 
"without paying any pent;"* honours 
the magnificent earl enjoyed eleven 
years, dying at Christ Church Twyne- 
ham, on the 3d June 1397. 

On the death of this earl the amitablt- 
ihip of Caritbroakt was bestowed, 

" a life, npon Tbohab, Earl a. 6. 
but; the lordthip of the 1367. 
'. was conferred upon En- 
, Karl or KttTLiKn, fifth son of 
Edward III., a man whose ambition, 
valour, and sagacious intellect enabled 
a hold his own, even in the stormy 
days of Henry IT. 

Against Richard II. and his brothers 
of Lancaster and York, a conspiracy 
formed, in 1397, by the Earls of 
Derby, Arundel, and Warwick, the 
Duke of Gloucester, and certain digni- 
taries of the church, from which this 
Earl Edmund gained a great advan- 
tage. For the plot being discovered, and 
the leaders beheaded, Earl Edmund re- 
ceived a large share of the spoil of their 
vast estates. The Earl of Warwick was 
.tiered to escape with banishment to 
the Isle of Wight, his sentence being 
pronounced in this quaint fashion, — 
" Earl of Warwick I this sentence is 
very favourable, for you have deserved 
to die as ranch as the Earl of Arundel, 
bat the handsome services you have 
done is time past to King Edward, of 
happy memory, and the Prince of Wales, 
hie son, as well on this as on the other 
side of the sea, -have secured your life ; 
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but it is ordered that you banian your- 
self to the hie of Wight, taking with 
r of wealth to support 
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and that joi 
Froittart. 

The Earl, created Duke of Albe- 
marle, played an important part in the 
shifting drama of the reign of Hear; 
IV. ; hut his treason and Mb ambition, 
his deeds of valour and wisdom, hia sub- 
tiltj and courage, rather belong to the 
History of England than to the Annate 
of the Isle of Wight. 

Having received his hereditary title of 
Duke of York, ha accompanied Henry V. 
iu that famous invasion of Franca 
i.D. which closed so gloriously with 
1415. the battle of Aguwourt, and upon 
that historic field terminated hia 
turbulent career. "It is said that he 
desired of King Henry, that he might 
have the fore-ward of the battle that day, 
and had it, and that by much heat and 
thronging, being a fat man, he was 
smothered to death. "—Dugdale. 



During the lordship of Earl Edmund 
the French made another descent 
i.e. upon the island. The old chro- 
1404. nicle thus tells the tale: "Wale- 
ram, Count de St. Fol, assembled 
at Abbeville, in Pontheiu, about 161)0 
fighting men, among whom were many 
men of noble birth, who had largely pro- 
vided salted meat, biscuits, brandy, flour, 
and other things necessary for use at 
soa. From Abbeville the count led 
them to Harfleur, where tbey found all 
sorts of vessels read; to receive them. 
Having there abode some days to per- 
fect their arrangements, and commend 



themselves to St. Nicholas, they em- 
barked on board these vessels, and sailed 
straight for the Isle of Wight. Landing 
there, they assumed a bold face to meet 
their enemies, of whom, on their land- 
ing, they had seen but little ; most, or 
all, of them having retired to the woods 
and fastnesses. And now the Count 
made several new knights ; namely, 
Philippe de Harcourt, Jean de Frossenz, 
I.o Seigneur de Quiency, and aeveral 
others, who went to bum some paltry 
villages, and set on fire some other places. 
Meanwhile, therecamsto them an astute 
priest of the country to treat for the 
ransom and safety of the isle ; and he 
gave tbe count to understand that to 
him and his knights would be paid a 
very considerable sum of money. To 
this did the count lend an eager ear ; 
but it was simply a deception on tbe 
part of the priest, so that their move- 
ments might be interrupted until the 
strength of the island could be got to- 
gether. How of this plot Waleram at 
length was advised, bnt too late for 
him to avenge himself; and re-embark- 
ing his men with all speed, he set sail, 
and returned home without effecting 
anything more. Then were Ma lords 
sore displeased with him, inasmuch as 
they had invested largely in provision 
for this expedition, which had thus been 
utterly overthrown by a solitary priest." 



Earl Edmund's widow obtained from 
the king a grant, for life, of the lord- 
ship of the island, the castle and A.n. 
manor of Carisbrooke, the manor 1416. 
of Bowcombe, and the tithes of 
tbe church of Freshwater. She also 
possessed, as a portion of her dowry, the 
manors of Thorley, Whitfield, Pann, 
and Niton, so that she specially deserves 
a line of record among the historic men 
and women of the Wight. She died in 
1480. 

" Towards the latter end of this year 
a body of Frenchmen landed on the 
island, and boasted that they would 
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keep their Christmas there ; but as near 

a thousand of them were driving 
lc. cattle towards their ships, they 
1418. vera suddenly attacked by the 

islanders, and obliged to leave, not 
only all their plunder, but also many of 
their men behind. " 

Id the fallowing year, or "about that 
time," they came again "with a great 
navie, and sent eertayne of their men to 
demand in the name of King Richard, 
and of Queen Isabell, a tribute or aub- 
sedie of tbe inhabitants; who answered 
that King Richard was dead, and the 
queen, some time his wife, was sent home 
to his parents, without condition of any 
tribute ; but if the Frenchmen's minde 
were to fight, they willed them to come 
up, and no man should let {kinder) them 
for the apace of five hours to refresh 
themselves, but when that time was ex- 
pired, they should have battayle given 
to them, which, when the Frenchmen 
heard, they went away and did nothing." 
—Steu. Such confidence in tbeir own 
valour bad the battle of Agincourt, and 
the victories of Henry of Monmouth, 
excited in the men of the Wight. 
The lordship of the island, "byvirtue 

of a grant of the reversion thereof," 
A.n. passed into the bandsof thefamous 
1439. Hdhfhbii,Dhuo>Qlouoistbii, 

(17 Henry VI.), on the decease of 
the Duchess of York. There is no rea- 
son to suppose that he ever set his foot 
upon its shores, and we, therefore, con- 
tent ourselves with this brief notice 
of his temporary connection with it. 
During Ms lordship, Henry Trenchard, 
an island-gentleman, held the poet of 

A singular event in our annals is here 
to be noted. Upon Hkuki Bbao- 
a.d. champ, Dues of Warwick, King 
1443. Henry—" to whom ho was very 
dear" — bestowed the nominal dig- 
nity of Kino or Till; Isle of Wiuht, 
and placed the mimic crown with nil 
own hands upon his youthful brow. 
"He had the Caatle of itristol given 
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him, with the islands of Guernsey and 
Jersey, tbe patronage of the Church 
and Priory of St. Mary Magdalene of 
Qoldcliff, with leave to annex it to the 
Church of Tewkesbury. He confirmed 
the grants made by bia predecessors to 
the Church of Tewkesbury; gave all the 
ornaments be wore to purchase vestments 
for the monastery ; died in the twenty - 
aecond year of bis age, and was 
buried in the middle of the choir." a.n. 

Though titular king, he en- 1446. 
joyed neither power nor profit 
from bis dignity, the lordship remaining 
with "the good duke"until his death 
in 1447. 

Henry Trenchard then received from 
King Henry a grant of the constahlesblp 
of Cariabrooke. 



York, father of Edw4bi> IV., 
was the next lord of the island ; A.n. 
and one John Newport, and 1449. 
Henry Bruin were successively 
his lieutenants. Against the illegal op- 
pressions of the former, the inhabitants 
remonstrated forcibly, and laid their 
complaints both before the Duke and 
the Parliament. Duke Richard fell in 
the battle of Wakefield,— one of the most 
sanguinary of the great fights of the 
White and Red Rosea,— in 1460. 

Edmukd, Dokb, of Sobebbbt, in 1453, 
obtained a grant of the island, and 
the Castleof Carisbrooke, for him- A.D. 
self and his heirs-male, in satis- 1453. 
faction of certain sums of money 
due to him from the crown. He was 
slain in the skirmish at St. Albans, May 
22, 1455. 

His son, Hebbt, Dues of Sohbbskt, 
succeeded to his honours, but re- 
volted from the Yorkish party, to A.n. 
which bia father had clung so 1455. 
stoutly. Thereupon, being taken 
by Lord Montague, at the battle of Hex- 
ham, fought upon the banks of the Dils- 
water, May 15, 1484, his head was struck 
off without the formality of trial or sen- 
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The gallant Anthony. Lord Scales,* 
next received a dignity illustrated 
a. e. by bo many of the heroic leaders 
1467. of feudal England. Hia royal 
brother- in-law, in recognition of 
his eminent services, bestowed upon him 
"a grant in special tail of the Iale of 
Wight, with the castle and lordship of 
Carisbrooke, and all other the castles, 
manors, and lordships in the island." 
The next year ba was despatched as 
ambassador to Charles, Dnke of Bur- 
gundy, to negotiate a. marriage between the 
Prince and the Lady Margaret, sister to 
Edward IV. In return, came to Ed- 
ward's court a chivalrous nobleman, 
the Count de Charolois, or the Bastard, 
" having in his retinue divers brave men, 
expert in all feats of chivalry, and to the 
number of 400 horse in his train," and 
great festivities were prepared for his 
welcome. 

And here the reader will permit as 
to introduce a brief episode in illustra- 
tion, not only of Lord Scales' mighty 
merits, but of the manners of the age 
wherein he lived. We shall borroi 
words of a famous historian, but the 
lover of fact arrayed in splendid fiction 
will find the scene we are about to quote 
charmingly painted in glowing colours, 
by Sir E, Bnlwer Lytton, in his " Last of 
the Barons." The king decrees a grand 
tourney, or tiltJng match, " whereupon 
lists were set Dp in West Smithfield, 
and upon Thursday next, after Corpus 
Christi Day (1467), the king being pre- 
sent, they ran together with sharp spears, 
and parted with equal honour. Like- 
wise, the next day, on horseback ; at 
which time, this Lord Scales his horse, 
having a long sharp jute of steel on his 
chaffron,+ upon their coping together it 



t Cannon, a headpiece, the head arnioui 



i of the Bastard's horse. 

Which making him to mount, he fell on 

the one side with hisrider. Whereupon 

this Lord Scales rode about him, with 

i sword drawn, till the king command- 

the marshal to help him up, no mora 

that day. 



t the next day 



o the 



lists on toot, with pole-axes, they fought 
valiantly, till the point of this lord's 
pole-axe entered the sight of the Bas- 
tard's helm. Which being discerned by 
the king, he cast down his warder, to 
the end the marshal should sever them. 
Hereupon the Bastard requiring that he 
might go on of his enterprise, and con- 
sultation being bad with the Dnke of 
Clarence, then constable, and the Duks 
of Norfolk, marshal, whether it might 
be allowed or not, they determined that 
if so, then, by the law of arms, the Bas- 
tard ought to be delivered to his adver- 
sary in the lame condition at he itood 
when the, king caused them to be 
severed. Which, when the Bastard un- 
derstood, he relinquished (very wisely 1) 
his further challenge. " — DugdaU, Bar- 
loci. Scales, on the death of his father, 
became Earl Rivers, but did not enjoy 
the earldom many years. Being a for- 
midable obstacle in the upward path of 
Richard of Gloucester, he was foully 
murdered at the ill-omened Pontefraot 
Castle, on the 13th or 14th of June, 
1*83. 



On the death of Earl Rivers, Richard 
III. bestowed thecaptaincy of the 
island on Sir Williah Bebeb- a.d. 
IB, and shortly afterwards, on Sir 1483. 
John S A vi lb. The battle of Bos- 
worth Field, however, summarily dis- 
posed of King Richard's servants, and, 
in 1486, the lordship and captaincy of the 
Isle of Wight was granted by Heny VIL 
to his wife's brother. 
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"A Ellon t man of arms," and of famous 
eiceUenoe in all knightly exercises, who 
sppeara to hare gained considerable 
influence over the knights and gentle- 
men of hie miniature realm.* Foe being 
much affected towards the Duke of 
Brittany, who was then at war with the 
King of France, Sir Edward determined 
to lead a bod; of men-at-arms to his 
assistance. " And having plain repulse 
anil denial! of the king, could not rest, 
bnt determined to work his business 
secretly without any knowledge of the 
king, and went straight into the Isle of 
Wight, whereof he was made ruler and 
captain, and there gathered together a 
crew of hardy personages, to the num- 
ber of 400."— Ball, folio it. So, with 
forty gentlemen in four vessels, he 
set sail from St. Helen's for Brittany; 
joined the duke's farces, and marched 
tgsiust the French army, with v 
they came into collision at St, A 
" To make the Frenchmen believe that 
they had a great number of Englishmen, 
they apparelled 1700 Bretons in coats 
with red crosses, after the English 
fashion. The Englishmen shot so fast, 
that the Frenchmen in the fore-ward 
vera bin to recede to the battaile, where 
their horsemen were." But they 
finally outnumbered and ont-generalled, 
and notwithstanding the courage of the 
islanders, the Bretons were totally rout- 
ed. Bo terrible, truly, was the car- 
nage, that out of the 400 Englishmen 
who had followed Sir Edward's stand- 
ard, only one — a boy— escaped to relate 
the sad history of their misfortui 
Iheir leader, and " many noble and 
able persons " were among the si 
And there was scarcely a family in 
island which had not cause to rue 
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fatal battle of St Auhin's 
1488). 

Sib It Ears alt> But, a trust; servant 
King Henry's mother, who had 
en "most happily instrumental 4.r>. 
advancing King Henry to the 1496. 
royal throne by his faithful and 

' jus transacting in that affair " 
{Dugdale), received a lease of the 
island, with the castle of Corisbrooke 
a appurtenances, the crown lands, 
and the manors of Swainstone, Brigb- 
stone, Thorley, and Wellow, on the con- 
dition of making a yearly payment to 
rown of 307 marks <£205, nearly 
£2600 at the present value of money), 
at have been during Sir Reginald's 
administration that Edward IV. 's 
daughter, L»i>r Cioelt, retired to the 
Isle of Wight, and spent there the last 
of her singularly chequered life, 
of which so little ia known to the general 
reader, that a brief memoir may not be 
unacceptable. 



Cicely, or Cecilia, the third daughter 



■dlY., 



*ife, 



■ sa bom towards the close of 1469. Her 
rst years were years of storm and eba- 
ow; for she was scarcelyatwelvemonth 
old when her royal mother, on the oat- 
break of the Lancastrian rebellion, was 
compelled to fly with her to sanctuary at 
Westminster ; and she bad but just 
attained her fifth year, when she was 
betrothed by proiy (26th December,' 
1474), to James, the son of James III. 
of Scotland. 

The contemplated marriage, however, 
was not carried out, King Edward's 
ambitious designs preventing its con- 
summation; and the Lady Uecilia, in- 
stead of a throne and probable unhoppi- 
neas, was left to consult at a future 
period the modest wishes of her loving 
nish English history 









one of its kings wedding "a man of mean 
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On the decease of Edward IV., and 
the gradual development of Richard of 
Gloucester's ambitious designs, Cecilia 
and her elder Bister were placed in sanc- 
tuary at Westminster. A scheme de- 
vised by their adherents for their escape 
to the Continent was betrayed to Rich- 
ard, and he immediately placed a strong 
guard round the sanctuary, under tbe 
command of one of his creatures, John 
Nesueld. Thus imprisoned, the royal 
ladies and the qneen-mother remained 
for nine months, negotiating meanwhile 
with the subtle Richard relative to his 
proposed alliance with the Princess 
Elizabeth, His "messengers, being 
men of gravity, handled the queen so 
craftily, that anon she began to be 
allured, aud to hearken onto them fa- 
vourably. " — Harding. 

Richard at length solemnly undertook 
to provide for their safety, to pat 
a.d. them "in honest places of good 
1485. name and fame ; " to marry 
"such of them as were then mar- 
riageable to gentlemen born," and to 
provide each with a dowry of lands and 
tenements of the yearly value of 200 
marks.— Sari MSS., 433. On these 
conditions the queen gave up her daugh- 
ters, who received apartments in the 
palace, and "familiar loving 



It was, however, very speedily re- 
ported that Richard designed to marry 
her beneath her condition, so that her 
offspring might not prove troublesome 
candidates for the crown ; and when 
Henry of Richmond landed in England, 
resolved to wed her if her sister Elisa- 
beth were already married to King 
Richard, he received assurance that this 
dishonouring marriage had really b 
contracted, and was " sore amazed 
troubled " at the tidings. But their 
■ity was soon detected, and after the 
victory of Boswortb, and Henry's subse- 
quent marriage to Elizabeth, she 
i.D. resumed her proper position in the 
14S6. royal court, and was treated with 



the distinction due to her birth ai 






At Elisabeth's coronation, in Novem- 
ber 24, 1487, she also bore her aistor'i 
; and her loveliness made her "the 
observed of all observers." Amongst 
these was a certain gallant soldier, a 
kinsman and favoured servant of tbe 
king's, John, Lord Wells, who immedi- 
ately proffered his suit to the beauti fnl 
ess ; aud though he was more than 
twice her age, was accepted by her, and, 
with the king's consent, they were 
straightway wedded. As husband and 
■ife they attended tbe Christmas revels 
at Greenwich, which were held that year 
with extraordinary magnificence. 

By Lord Wells the Lady Cicely had 
two daughters, Elisabeth and Anne, 
whose education, it is recorded, she 
sedulously attended to, while her lord 
d upon his royal nephew in his 
expedition to Franoo, and his progresses 
through his dominions. About 1495 or 
1496 — the date is uncertain — she lost her 
eldest daughter, and, in 1488, her hus- 
band died of pleurisy, "at Fasmer's 
Place, in Saint Swithin'a Lane," be- 
queathing to his veil-loved wife the 
whole of his large possessions. Shortly 
afterwards her sorrows were much 
increased by the death of her younger 
daughter. 

We next find mention of the widowed 
lady as figuring in the grand pageantry 
of the bridals of Prince Arthur and 
Catherine of Arragon, whose train she 
bore ; and the day afterwards, diligent 
chroniclers record, she performed "two 
bass dances" with Prince Arthur (Nov. 
14, 16, 1601). 

Two years later, and she suddenly 
retired from the splendour of tbe court 
into the obscurity of a private condition, 
wedding— from true love, we may surely 
presume — one John, or Thomas Kyme, 
of the Kymes of Kyme Tower, Lincoln- 
shire, a gentleman by birth, but whom 
the old annalists, stout upholders of feu- 
dal distinctions, disdainfully speak of as 
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" ■ man of mejui degree. " This tinge lar 
event took place about the close of 1503, 
or the beginning of 1504. This gentle- 
man in differently styled a* " John 
Keime, of the Isle of Wight, Knight," 
and "Sir John Eirat of the Isle of 
Wight" (BarL MS3., 1139), and i 
puled to have had two children by the 
Lady Cicely, named Richard and Mar- 
gerie. With Ma wife he retired to East 
Standen, near Newport, where for a fev 
brief years " the daughter of England ' 
secluded herself among her quiet house- 
hold joys, dying on the 24th of August, 
1507, in her thirty-eighth year. She 
was buried in the Abbey of Quorr, and a 
stately monument erected to hoi memory. 
Bat of this " Hid J acts " not a stone 



SECTTOir VU.-FE0M SIB JAKES WOESLEY TO COLONEL HAMB01TD. 



now remains.-- Mia Roberts' Houtet of 
York and Laaauler, ii. , fee. 

Returning to our narrative, we eon but 
barely record the captaincy of Sri 
Nicholas Wadbah, who came of an 
ancient Devonshire family, and held, by 
virtue of his patrimonial inheritance, 
certain manors in the Isle Of Wight. His 
second wife, Margaret, sister of the Jane 
Seymour who wedded Henry VIII., 
died at Carisbrooke, and was buried in 
the parish church, where her monument 
may still be noted. Sir Nicholas him- 
self died in 1511, when the captaincy 
was conferred upon a gallant and distin- 
guished knight, Sia J a mis Worslet, 
whose career we shall briefly indicate in 









1511. at the courts of Henry VII. and 
Henry Till., and who, as page 
to the former, and keeper of the ward- 
robe to the latter, enjoyed considerable 
distinction, and received much of their 
confidence. 

By his marriage with Anne, daughter 
of Sir John Leigh, and heiress of the 
Hackets of Woolverton, he had become 
possessed of Appuldurcombe, and other 
large estates in the Isle of Wight, occu- 
pying a position among its gentlemen 
which abundantly justified the king's 
choice of him for tbeir captain. 

He was appointed Captain- General 
for life, at a salary of 6s. 9d. per day 
(nearly £5, according to modern compu- 
tation), and was made, moreover, Con- 
stable of Carisbrooke ; keeper of the 
forest ; steward, bailiff, and surveyor of 
the crown lands ; clerk of the market 
sheriff, and coroner of the island. These 
weighty offices he held until his death in 
1538. 



succeeded to all his honours, trusts, and 
estates, and maintained the dignity of 
fice with becoming splendour. At 
bia mansion of Appuldurcombe, he en- 
tertained, in 1540, King Henry, his 
linister Cromwell (then constable of 
Carisbrooke Castle), and a splendid re- 
a. What occasioned the royal visit 
difficult to conjecture, unless it was 
for the purpose of enjoying the pleasures 
of the chase in Porktturat Forest. 

Fire years later, and the French made 
their last descent upon this " in- 
vincible isle. " The circumstances a.d. 
related with singular vigour 1645. 
by Mr. J. A. Fronde in his Hit- 
tory of England, and we need not apo- 
logize to the reader for illustrating our 
pages with his graphie pictures. 

"With July," he says, "came the 
summer, bringing with it its calms and 
heat; and the great armament,* oom- 

*The French fleet, under Claodo d' Anne- 
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mnnderf by D'AnnebauIt in person, ail 
far England. .... The king WM 
P ortsnitiutli, having gone down to revii 
the fleet, when, on the 18th of July, ti 
hundred nil wan reported at the back 
of the Isle of Wight. The entire force 
if the enemy, which had been collected, 
had been safely transported across the 
Channel. With boats feeling the way 
in front with sounding lines, they rounded 
St. Helen's Point, and took up their 
position in a line which extended from 
Erading Harbour almost to Ryde. In 
the light evening breeie fourteen English 
■hips stood across to reconnoitre; D'Anne- 
bauIt came to meet them with the galleys, 
and there was some distant firing ; but 

The English withdrew, and night dosed 

''The morning which followed was 
breathlessly calm. Liele's fleet lay all 
inside in the Spit, the heavy sails hang- 
ing motionless on the yards, the smoke 
from the chimneys of the cottages on 
shore rising in blue columns straight up 
into the air. It was a morning beautiful 
with the beauty of an English summer 
and an English sea: but, for the work 
before him, Lord Lisle wonld have gladly 
heard the west wind among his shrouds. 
At this time he had not a galley to oppose 
to the five-and-twenty which D'Anne- 
bauIt had brought with him ; and in 
such weather the galleys had all the ad- 
vantages of the modern gunboat*. From 
the single long gun which each of them 
carried in the bow they poured shot for 
an hour into the tall stationary hulls of 
the line- of- battle ships ; and keeping in 
constant motion they were themselves in 
perfect security. According to the French 
account of the action, the Great Harry 
suffered so severely as almost to be sunk 
at her anchorage ; and had the calm con- 
tinued, they believed that they could 
have destroyed the entire fleet. As the 
morning drew A, however, the off-shore 
breeie sprung up suddenly ; the large 
ships began to glide through the water ; 



a number of frigatci — long, narrow ves- 
sels — so swift, the French said, that 
they could outsail their fastest shallops 
— came out with 'incredible swiftnesa;' 
and the fortune of the day was changed. 
The enemy were afraid to turn lest they 
should be run over ; and if they attempted 
to escape into the wind, they would be 
cut off from their own fleet. The main 
line advanced barely in time to save 
them ; and the English, whose abject 
was to draw the enemy into action under 
the guns of their own fortresses and 
among the shoals at the Spit, retired to 
the old ground. The loss on both sides 
had been insignificant ; but the occasion 
was rendered memorable by a n i sfortnne. 
The Marg rtose, a ship of six hundred 
tons, and one of the finest in the navy, 
was among the vessels engaged with the 
galleys. She was commanded by Sir 
George Carew, and manned with a crew 
who were said, all of them, to be fitter, 
in their own conceit, to order than obey, 
and to be incompetent for ordinary work. 
The ports were open for the action, the 
guns were run out, and, in consequence 
of the calm, had been imperfectly secured. 
The breeie rising suddenly, and the vessel 
lying slightly over, the windward tier 
slipped across the deck, and, as she 
yielded further to the weight, - the lee 
ports were depressed below the line, the 
ship instantly filled, and carried down 
with her every soul who was on board. 
Almost at the same moment the French. 
treasure-ship, La Maitrase, was also 
reported to be sinking. She had been 
strained at sea, and the shock of her own 
cannon completed the mischief. There 

remove the money-chest, when she, too, 
was disabled. She was towed to the 
mouth of Grading Harbour, and left on 
the shore. 

" These inglorious casualties were a 
feeble result of the meeting of the two 
largest navies which had encountered 
each other for centuries. The day had 
as yet lost but a few hours, and 
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landtag troops in (he island. The sight 
of tie enemy taking possession of English 
territory, and the blase of English vil- 

from him, would provoke his patience, 
and the fleet would again advance. De- 
tachments were set ou shore at three 
different points. Pierre Stroiii, an 
Italian, attacked a fort, perhaps near 
Sea View,* which had annoyed the 
galleys in the morning. The garrison 
abandoned it as he approached, and 
it was destroyed. M. de Thais, landing 
without resistance, advanced into the 
island to reconnoitre. He went forward 
till he hod entangled his party in a glen 
surrounded by thickets ; and here he 
was checked by a shower of arrows from 
umiible hands. The English, few in 
number, but on their own ground, hover- 
ed about him, giving way when they were 
attacked, but hanging on his skirts, and 
pouring death into his ranks from their 
silent bowa, till prudence warned him to 
withdraw to the open sands. The third 
detachment was the most considerable ; 
it was composed of picked men, and was 
led by two of the most distinguished 
commanders of the galleys. These must 
have landed close to Bembridge. They 
were no sooner on shore than they were 
charged by a body of cavalry. There 
was sharp fighting j and the soldiers in 
the nearest ships, eirited at the spectacle 
of the skirmish and the rattle of the 
carbines, became unmanageable, seized 
the boats, and went off without their 
officers to join. The English being now 
outnumbered, withdrew ; the French 
straggled after them in loose order, till 
they came out upon the downs sloping 
up towards the Culver Cliffs ; and here, 



lent m.p, the appellation of Ola 
ill probably landed at Brailng, 
*d Into ihe Barnilej wooda 



being scattered in twos and threes, they 
were again charged with fatal effect. 
Many were cut in pieces ; the rest fled, 
the English pursuing and sabreing tbem 
down to the shore ; and but few would 
have escaped, bat that the disaster was 
perceived from the fleet, large masses of 
men were sent in, under shelter of the 
guns, to relieve the fugitives ; and the 
English, being badly pressed in return, 
drew off, still fighting as they retreated, 
till they reached a stream (the Eastern 
Y.ir, probably), which they crossed, and 
broke the bridge behind them." — Frawit, 
iv. 423-427. 

The evening had now come on, and 
D'Annebault had to determine whether 
he should attack Portsmouth, or seize 
upon the Isle of Wight. The former 
plan was at once rejected, on acconnt of 
the difficulty of the entrance to the har- 
bour. "It remained, therefore, to decide 
whether the army should land in force 
upon the island and drive the English 
out of it, as they might easily do. They 
had brought with them 7000 pioneers, 
who could rapidlythrow up fortresses at 
Newport, Cowes, St. Helen's, and else- 
where ; and they eonld have garrisons 
strong enough to maintain their ground 
against any force which the English 
would be able to bring against them. 
They would thus hold in their hands a 
security for Boulogne ; and as the English 
did not dare to face their fleet in the open 
water, they might convert their tenure 
into a permanency. 

"D'Annebault, however, had received 
discretionary powers ; and, for some un- 
known reason, he determined to try bis 
fortune elsewhere. After three days of 
barren demonstration, the fleet weighed 
anchor and sailed. His misfortunes in 
the Isle of Wight were not yet over. The 
ships were in want of fresh water ; and 
on leaving St. Helen's he went round 
into Shanklin Bay (July 21), where he 
sent his boats to fill their casks at the 
rivulet which runs down the Chine. 
The stream was small, the task was 
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tedious, and the Chevalier d'Eulx, who, 
with as few. companies, was appointed to 
guard the watering parties, seeing no 
signs of danger, wandered inland, at- 
tended by some of his men, to the top of 
the high down adjoining. The English, 
who hod been engaged with the other 
detachments two days before, hod kept 
on the hills, watching the motions of the 
fleet. The chevalier was caught in an 
ambuscade, and, after defending himaell 
like a hero, he was killed, with n 
his Mowers. " 

This invasion was productive of good 
fruits, u far U the island wa 
ceraed, by inducing the king to ordet 
the construction of several forts for it! 
defence. These were circular t 
with a platform, mounting two ot 
guns, and accommodating a small garri- 
son, on which modern engineers w 
look with a great deal of contempt. 
East and West Cowes, at Sandown, Y ar- 
mooth, and near Freshwater, these 
fastnessee were erected under the 
superintendence of Richard Worsley, — 
the latter being named after him, Wors- 
ley s Tower. The indefatigable captain 
also persuaded the islanders to provide 
a train of artillery at their own ex- 
pense, every parish providing their own 

In September 1647, the first of the 
reign of Edward VI., a return was mads 
to the crown of the condition of these 
fortresses, from which we shall extract a 
few details: — At Yarmouth, nnder tbe 
command of Captain Richard Ewds.ll, 
were two guns of brass, and sight small 
gnus of iron, nineteen hogbute, and one 
hundred and forty-one bows. At Sharp- 
node, nnder the charge of Nicholas 
Cheke, were two brass guns. At Caris- 
brooke, under Richard Worsley himself, 
were five iron " sly ogee, fowlers, and 
double basses," one hundred and forty 
hagbuts, and a tolerable provision of 
powder, bows, arrows, javelins, and 
bills. At Sandnam {Sandown), nnder 
the care of Peter Smythe, were three 



pieces of brass, and eight of iron, seventy- 
eight hagbuts, one hundred and twenty 
bills, and a chest of bowa and arrows. 
And at West Cowes, under Robert Ray 
mond, captain, were two brass guns, 
eleven of iron, several basses " not liable 
to serve," and a small provision of bows, 
bills, and pikes. The Sandhsm captain 
received four shillings per diem; hii 
nnder captain, two shillings ; thirteen 
soldiers, sixpence each ; one porter, eight- 
pence ; tbe master gunner, eightpence ; 
and seven gunners, sixpence each. At 
West Cowes, the captain received bnt 
one shilling daily ; two soldiers, one 
porter, and six gunners, were paid the 
same rates as their comrades at Sand- 
ham.— Earl AtSS. 

When Queen Elizabeth came to tbe 
throne she placed the defensive establish- 
ment of the island on a safer basis, as 
may be gathered from the instructions 
issued to the captain of the Island in the 
second year of her reign, which we now 
condense : — 

The sola captain shall forthwith pot In older 
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It was also ordered by the queen that 
fire-arms should be introduced into the 
island, and an arquebus-maker was 
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nettled in Csrisbrooke Cutis to keep 
them in order. 

Richard Worsley was one of tile com- 
missioners for the sale of church plate 
an the suppression of the religious 
houses, and therefore, on the accession 
of Queen Mary, found it necessary to 
resign all his offica-a Mr. Girling, of 
whom history says nothing, succeeding 
him. In 1556, the captain of the island 
"as one Nicholas Uvedale. He joined 
the Dsdley conspiracy, and undertook 
to betray the island and Hnrst Castle to 
the French, who were to assist in de- 
nosing Queen Mary. The plot was be- 
trayed to government, and Cvedale tor- 
tured into making a full confession. — 
Fronde. When Queen Elizabeth came 
to the throne, Worsley was reinstated, 
and employed by her in several impor- 
tant commissions. He died, full of hon- 
ours, in 1585. 



Edwire Horsbt was descended from 
a reputable Dorset family, of Melcombe- 
Horsey, and as a gallant sea-chief did 
good service against the French, clearing 
the Channel from their piratical cruisers. 
He was held in high esteem by the great 
Karl of Leicester, and at his patron's 
secret nuptials with the Lady Douglas 
Sheffield, gave away the bride; though 
■e do not find, whan, at a later period, 
the ambitious noble denied the marriage, 
that Sir Edward vindicated the lady's 
fair fame. 

Bis government of the island was 
Barked by energy and foresight. He 
encouraged trade, while he kept alive a 
military spirit among those he ruled. 

•onderful store-house of unpublished 
nistory-the British Museum-itis. how- 
ever, to bo inferred that hie sway was 
•omewhat lai ; and we read of piratical 
doings in the Medina, wherein "Sir Ed- 
»«d Horsej's men" were openly con- 
Rrned. Hr. Fronde has shown ns that 
*en leader shared the audacious mor- 



ality of Drake, Frobisher, and Hawkins 
— believing it to be a religion and a 
policy to oppress] and defraud the French- 
man and the Spaniard. He was impli- 
cated in the Dudley conspiracy, which 
made Lady Jane Grey a "ten days' 
queen," but contrived to escape punish- 

It is recorded of this gallant sea-rover 
that he mightily interested himself in 
the preservation of game, and that he 
gave alamb for every hare brought into 
the island. Sir Richard Worsley states 
that " ho lived in perfect harmony with 
the gentlemen therei" and we may fairly 
suppose that his sea. life would give him 
a frankness of speech and manners cal- 
culated to render him popular. 

He died of the plague at Haaeley, on 
the 28tb of March 1582, and was buried 
in Newport Church, where a handsome 
monument was erecied to his memorv. 
Sir Philip Sidney, oar English Bayard, 
is said to have held the captaincy of the 
island about this period. 



was appointed soon after the decease of 
Sir Edward. It was his misfortune to 
succeed a popular governor, and the in- 
habitants accordingly drew a Contrast by 
no means to his advantage. 4 preacher 
at Newport added fuel to the flame by 
conferring upon him, iu the prayer before 
the sermon, the unauthorized title of 
" Governor." He stretched bis autho- 
rity, moreover, to an illegal extent at 
the epoch of the apprehended invasion 
of the apanisll Armada ; but he probably 

precautions, which the ill feeling of the 
inhabitants seized upon as arbitrary 
measures justifying an appeal to 
the Lords in Council. The com- i.n. 
motion, however, appears to have 1688. 
subsided, and Sir George to have 
withdrawn hie excessive pretensions; for 
Sir John Oglander eulogises hie splendid 
hospitality, and commends hiin for his 
constant residence at Carisbrooke Oastle. 
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" I have heard," says Sir John, "and 
portly know it to be true, that not only 
heretofore there was no lawyer not I 
ney in oure island, but in Sir George 
Carey's time, an attorney coming in to 
settle in the island, was, by his com- 
mand, with a pound of candles hanging 
att his breech lighted, with bells about 
his legs, hunted oute of the island ; in- 
somuch as oure ancestors lived here 80 
quietly and securely, being neither trou- 
bled to London nor Winchester, so they 
seldom or never went oute of the island ; 
insomuch as when they went to London 
(thinking it an East India voyage), they 
always made their wills, supposing nc 
trouble like to travel." 

Sir John Oglander paints the condi- 
tion of the island at this period in glow, 
ing colours. " Money was plenty in the 
yeomen's purses, and all the gentry full 
of money and out of debt ; the markets 
full, coTuodities rending themselves at 
moat high rates. Frizes and mt 
warre at the Cawes, which gave great 
rates for our comoditiea, and exchanged 
other good ones with us. If you had 
anything to sell, jou should not have 
needed to have looked for a chapman, for 
you could not almost ask but have. All 
things were exported and imported at 
your heart's desire, your tenants rich, 
and a bargain could not stand at any 
rate." In another part of his Memoirs, 
he states that he has seen 300 ships at 
one time in Cowes Harbour. 

During Sir George Carey's captaincy, 
Carisbrooke Castle was thoroughly re- 
paired and considerably enlarged, under 
the direction of Gianibelli, an Italian 
engineer, who bad planned the fortifica- 
tions of Antwerp, and who destroyed the 
Duke of Parma's fire-ships in 1585.— J. 
L.Motley. Towards theoutlay thequeen 
gave £4000, the gentry £400, and every 
able-bodied man his labour. The other 
i aland -fortresses were strengthened, and 
Cares' t Sconce erected near Yarmouth. 

Inl585, Newport, Yarmouth, and New- 
lawn, first sent members to Parliament. 



Sir George Carey, on the death of his 
father, succeeded to the title of Lord 
Hunsdon. He was a kinsman of the 
queen, and much favoured by her, re- 
ceiving from her hands the Order of the 
Garter and the Lord Chamberlainahip ol 
her household. Died on the 9th of Sep- 
tember 1803. 



The next Captain and Governor — for 
this title was now regularly as- 
sumed — was Hilar Eabl of a.d. 
South am rao>, known in history 1603. 
as the patron of Shakspeare and 
the friend of Essex. He regularly re- 
sided in his island palace, and held, con- 
jointly with the chief knights and gentle- 
men of the island, "an ordinary, twice 
every week," on St. George's Down, new 
Arreton, where they diverted themselves 
with the then popular game of bowls. 

The Free Grammar School at New- 
port was established during his gover- 
norship ; and to the same period may be 
referred the erection of those manorial 
houses, of which, at Yaverland and Mot- 
tistone, two notable examples may stil] 
be admired. 

King James visited the island twice or 
thrice during Lord Southampton's rule. 
He was at Beaulicn, the seat of Lord 
Chancellor Wriothestey, in Augustl607, 
and during his stay there knighted an 
island gentleman, Bowyer Worsley. " It 
is highly probable that the king was 
afterwards in the Isle of Wight, and was 
then entertained at Nunwell, the seat 
of Sir W. Oglander " IXidiab) ; for Mr. 
William Knyveton, his attendant, wrots 
to the Dowager Countess of Shrews- 
bury on the 22d of June, "that his Ma- 
jestic intends a progreese Into the He of 
Wight;" and there yet lingers a tradi- 
tion that the king (and Queen Elizabeth) 
honoured Nunwell with a visit. Not- 
withstanding his timidity, he was pas- 
ionately fond of the chase, and Park 
hurst Forest could not fail to supply him 
abundant sport. And, at all events. 
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the parochial register of Carisbrooke 
proves that ha hunted there in 1609. 
" Sing Junes, " runs the record, in the 
vicar's ovn hand-writing, " landed at 
the Cows, and saw a muster at Honj 
Hill, and av in the afternoon moat of 
the iland, with Prince Charles his tonne, 
ud hunted in the park, killed a back, 
and so departed again to Bowlj, the 2d 
of Aognat, Ann. Horn, 1609, being Wed- 
nesday!— J. Baker." And a later entry 
record* a visit from Prince Charles : 
" Prince Charles landed at the Cowes, 
and came into tbe forest, and saw a skir- 
ciiah there, and went from thence to 
Arrington Down, and looked over the 
island, and so thence to Newport, when 
be dined at Mr. James's boose ; and so 
hii grace departed to the Cowee, and 
tooke ship and went hi Portsmouth, in 
the year ISIS, the 27th of August, being 
Thursday," — Garitbroatt Parochial 
Mummmti. 

At this time tbe principal gentry of 
the island were. Sir Robert Dillington ;* 
Sir Bichard Woreley ; Sir Thomas Fle- 
ming; SirKichard White, "a soldi or and 
follower of tbe Karl of Southampton;" 
Sir John Heux; Sir John Leigh; Sir 
William Lisle ; Sir John Richards | Sir 
John Oglander i Sir William Oglander 
sod Sir Edward Dennis ; tne Chekes of 
Mottistone ; the Bowermans of Brook . 
the Drrjs of Thorley ; the Worslejs of 
flstcom.be; and the Liales of Bridles- 
ford,— Sir J. Oglander. 

Tbe Earl of Southampton died in De- 
cember 1626, and the government of the 
island passed into the hand s of — ■ 



This gallant gentleman was knighted 
j the Earl of Basel at the sacking of 
Cadis in 1596, where he commanded a re- 
giment of foot. He served under King 
James as one of his principal Secretaries 
ate, was created Baron Conway in 
1625, and appointed Captain of the Isle 
of Wight on the Sth December in the 
same year. — Dagdale, King Charles 
continued him in his Secretaryship, and 
bestowed upon him an Irish Tisoenntcy. 
As a further proof of the royal favour, 
he was created, in 1628, Viscount Con- 
way of Conway ; and shortly afterwards 
appointed Lord President of the Conncil. 
He never resided in his government, 
but administered its affairs through his 
lieutenants. Sir Edward Dennis and Sir 
John Oglander.* Partly to this circum- 
stance, and partly to the troubles which 
had already clouded the reign of the un- 
fortunate Charles, must be attributed 
the declining prosperity of the island, 
and the decay of its gentry— bitterly 
bewailed by the gossippiug knight whose 
MS. Memoirs ws have so frequently 
quoted. " It grieved me," he exclaims, 
" to hear and see the poverty and com- 
plaint of our poor island, April 1629. 
No money stirring, little market, a small 
assemblyof the gentlemen, less of tbe far- 
mers and yeomanry. Our ordinary down 
for want of company ; little rerort to our 
lecture (the weekly lecture at Newport) ; 
Hie comely visages and wonted carriage 
ofitdeanaltered." " The Isle of Wight, 
since my memory, is infinitely decayed ; 



* Sir John Leigh wis knighted st Besulloi 
bj James L, AngustSv, 1606; Sir W. Oglsndc 
st Hsmplon Court, September I60B; Sir Join 
Orlander st Rojston, December M, 1610 
Or W. Mewya si Hampton Conn, June M 
ISM; Sir. J. Mewys, Msy OT, 1G03. at Green 
■Wij Sir R. White at Whitehall, Deoembe 
IMS ; sir W. Lids, Us; 14, 160s, st White 
tuuli Sir B. Wonley st Whitehall, February 
MM!; snd Sir E-Dennys, February W — - 



• Sir John Oglander collected valuable M& 



much use of by Sir B. Worrier, In tbe compil- 
ation of his heavy bnt vsluable History. Hs 
•u not only Depuly-Qoiemor of the Isle of 
Wight (1624), but also of Portsmouth (1690). 
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for either it ia by reason that so man; 
attorneya hate of late made this their 
habitation, and bo b; suits undone the 
country ; .... or elae wanting the good 
bargains they were wont to lev; from 
men-of-war, who also vended all our com- 
modities at very high prices, and read; 
money was easy to be had for all things. 
Now peace and law bath beggared us all, 
bo that within m; memory man; of the 
gentlemen and almost all the yeomanry 
are undone." — Sir J. Oglander. 

Lord Conway died in 1631, and was 

b,- 



whose "wisdom and integrity" 
abundantly tested in the high offices of 
state which he held under James and 
Charles. He was created Earl of Port- 
land in 1633, and died at Wallingford 
House, Westminster, March 1634. He 
was followed in the government by bis 



who held it, much to the satisfaction of 
the island gentry, until removed by the 
parliament, on the ground that he was 
"popish!; affeeted," but in reality be- 
cause hia loyalty to the crown could not 
be misunderstood. They further object- 
ed against him "all the acts of good fel- 
lowship, all the waste of powder, and all 
the waste of wine, in the drinking of 
healths, and other acta of jollity, which 
ever he had been at in his government, 
from the first hour of his entering upon 
it " — Clarendon. 

During hia captaincy an anonymous 
traveller, passing through the island in 
1635, wrote down in plainest words his 
impressions of what he saw; and the 
narrative ia curious enough, we fancy, to 
justify ua in now, for the first time, em- 
balming it in type, 

THE ISLB Of WIOHT IH 1835. 

" From this rich merchant and sweet 
a [Southampton] I crossed 



maritime town ; 



over that broad stream [Southampton 
Water) to Heath [ Hythc], which ia almost 
a league, with a blustering passage ; ami 
so, by a knight's place, leaving Calshot 
Castle, running with a hook a mile into 
the sea ; and so, leaving Leap on my 
left, I there, with much ado, leapt my 
nag into the boat, and got passage to 
cross over that three miles' rough and 
untoward channel to Garnard [Gurnard 
Bay], and there set footing in that strong, 
healthful, and pleasant island of Burope. 
I hastened through a little forest to the 
chief town thereof, and to the chief inn 
in the town, where one of the captain* 
of the island, with some merry Lon- 
doners, kept his quarter that night, and 
kept me sentinel — for rest I could not 
take more than tkry must upon their 
resting posture. 

" The neit morning I marched a short 
mile from this town to a apacious, Btrong, 
and defensible castle, which was built by 
a Saxon, but hath now a young lord to 
its governor [the Lord Weston, ion to the I 
Lord of Portland, Lord Treaturer. Sie 
in margins. J It is mounted on a hill, 
with long, deep ditches round about the 
walls, w hereunto I was suddenly admit- 
ted by a brave old blade Ithe residing 
Deputy- Governor thereof), over a state- 
ly large bridge, through a strongly-built 
gate-house— the Deputy's lodgings — and 
within, thus I found it !— 

"In that corner next Newport, on a 
mounted hill, stands a round strong 
tower, called the keep, to which I as- 
cended b; 80 stairs, wherein bath been 
watching and lodging rooms. Sothing 
therein now but the wall, and a deep 
well of water in the midst thereof. 

"As I marched with my old keeper 
the rounds upon the walls, I viewed the 
large chambers [guns so named] and 
lodgings, the platforms, counterscarps, 
casemates, bulwarks, and trenches with- 
out the walls, whereupon were mounted 
many pieces of ordnance. I found it 
well guarded with arms, though not with 
men ; for in the armor;, which ia ovei 
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SOOgood corselets ; and in another room, 
hy Die other, 700 or 800 muskets. 

" By this time I was pretty we 
formal of the strength of this castle and 
her warlike munition; and bo I hastened 
back again to the rendezvous, where I 
left that mad captain, and in the same 
place I found him, fully resolved, by lay- 
ing in good store of pro vision in his camp, 
to have lain leagner there, if hia nimble- 
spirited wife had not come and taken up 
the bucklers, and fetched htm home, for 
his leading staff failed him. 

" I found this town [Newport] go- 
'fmed by a mayor, and twelve aldermen, 
and two captains ; and but one church, 
wherein is a fair monument for a knight 
[Sir Edward Horsey] who had been go- 
vernor of the island. 

" This fertile and pleasant island, for 
her martial discipline, I found her most 
bravely and prudently guided by the 
government of two generous knights [Sir 
E, Dennis and Sir J. Oglander], lieu- 
tenants, and fourteen gentle and eipert 
captains [see port], most of them all 
worthy knights and gentlemen, having 
pleasant situations in this isle ; and Lav- 
isg under their command 2000 foot sol- 
diers, of ready exercise and well disci- 
plined, trained men—most of them as 
eipert in handling their arms as our 
artillery nurseries ; which skill they at- 
tain tn by taking pleasure in that hon- 
ourable exercise, and training, and drill- 
ing, from their very infancy. Ever; cap- 
tain hath his proper field-piece, which 
marches and guards him into the Geld, 
where they all ofteu meet together, and 
Vitch an equal battle of 1000 on each 
aide, with an equal distribution of the 
captains— eight of each party, with the 
two lieutenants, who are also captains ; 
the East against the West Mede, on St. 
George's Down, by the river that runs 
down to Cowes Castle. A brave show 
there is, and brave service performed, 
by thundering echoes from those valleys 
by that sweet stream. They have, be- 



sides, in this island arms for 3000 more, 
if need should require. A safeguard for 
so small au island— of twenty miles in 
longitude, and but ten in latitude — to b* 
so securely furnished with. 

" As this precious island is well 
strengthened and fortified inwardly, so 
is she also well guarded and defended 
outwardly by Yarmouth Castle (Captain 
Jiurley), Cowes Castle (Captain Tarry), 
by the Needles, and* Sandown Fort (Cap- 
tain Buck) ; having no place of invasion 
either in or out, but such places as are 
safely defended : as Yarmouth against 
HurstCastle {LiatfcnantQarge),Qarnax<l 
(Captain Barrel) against Leap, Cowes 
against Calshot Castle (Cop'ain Jama), 
and Hyde against Portsmouth — so as no 
daring approaching enemies can pass 
those channels, without thundering gun- 
shot from those commanding castles. 

" I could willingly have spent some 
longer time in such a stately, safe, 
bedged-in paradise, but that it jogged 
me along by that sweet and delicate 
stream, to their new, white-built mari- 
time town of Cowes ; from whence, after 
I bad spent a little time in viewing that 
strong-built castle and her ordnance, I 
sailed thence with a fine gale of wind. 
Over the still and quiet waves to South- 
ampton."* 



ived the appointment of the cap- 
taincy in 1642. He immediately de- 
manded from one Sir John Dingley, who 
had been Dapu ty-Oovernor, a report upon 
the condition of the island, and was pre- 
sented with it on the 31st March, couched 
sufficiently unsatisfactory terms. 
In this interesting document Sir John 
points out that the park belonging to the 
Captain is three miles in circuit ; that 
there is a common for the whole country, 
o put in horses or beasts without stint, 

• 4 RtlaHon nf a Short Aunty, *£ By 1 
Jeiitenant of Die Military Company at Nor- 
rtch, august 1611. Lamibunt MBS, ill 
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which ia called by the name of Park- 
burst Chase ; that tbe said chase has 
been grievously neglected by its keeper 
and ranger ; that Sandham Fort, though 
of great consequence, is but " poorly 
manned ;" thatCowes Caatle, alio, ia in- 
sufficiently garrisoned, and Yarmouth in 
like condition; that Worsley's Sconce 
had been taken down by order of Lord 
Conway; tbat the train bands are much 
weakened and decayed, and the island 
nearly depopulated by reason of the lords 
of manors and tbe farmers getting to- 
gether as many farms as they can ; that 
there is a town called Newport, made by 
King James, a municipal town {" mare- 
town"), which will not now be governed 
like other towns, and " hinder men from 
buying and selling at their pleasure ;" 
and, finally, that the clergy of the inland, 
for the most part, are " loose and idle 
livers, and neglect their charge. "— Wort- 
Un, 111-114 

The militia of the island numbered at 
this time about 2000 men, divided into 
two divisions and fourteen companies- 
eight in the West Medina, six in the 
East Medlne— led by fourteen captains, 
and commanded by the two lieutenants 
of the island. Of these 2000, nearly 
1100 handled arquebuses; 33 had charge 
of the culverins or small cannons ; 203 
bore corslettes ; 106, pikes ; 10, hal- 
berds; 297 were unarmed;* and 133 
were officers. 

The watches and wards that were kept 
in the island (September 20, 1638) are 
shown in a MS. of Sir John Oglan- 
der's:— 

East Medhih.— At St. Catherint't, a 
ward with twomen ; on Vhe Bolton Night- 
onfitld, a watch with two men .... under 
Captain Rice. A watch at Zone's, of 
two men, and another on Wraxail Down 
.... in Sir Edward Dennys' district. 
On Alhey Down, a ward of one man and 
a watch of two ; and at St. Bden't Point, 
a watch of two .... under Sir J. Og- 



landet. On Knighton, a watch of twa 
men, and at Rydf, a similar watch .... 
nnderSir R. Diliington. QnApjnOd*r- 
combt, and at Cripple, near Jf/iton, a 
watch of two men .... under Sir Henry 
Woraley. A similar watch at St. Qeorgt't 
Down .... under Captain Clicks. A 
ward of one man and a watch of two men 
on Banbridffi Down .... under Cap- 
tain Basket. A watch of two men at 
Eaut Cowa, at Wootton, and at tUh- 
honte .... under Sir W. Lisle. 

Wist Mbm.ie.— The usual watch at 
Ramsey Down and Chalt Down .... 
under Mr. Meaui. On Lardon Down 
and at Atktrfie/d .... under Sir John 
Leigb. On Harborouok Down and on 
the sea-shore at Brixton .... under 
Captain Drry. On Avington Down, on 
Qatcombe Doan, and at Sorthwood .... 
under Captain Harvey. On Fretkwatet 
Down, a ward and watch of two men 
each, and a watch on Motliitone Down 
.... under Captain Bowerman. At 
Hamtlead, a watch of two men .... 
under Captain Hobson. In Newport, two 
companies, which patrolled the town, 

If the reader will take his map, and 
mark each of theee stations with some 
distinguishing sign, he will, at a glance, 
perceive how skilfully they were distri- 
bnted in reference to the general defence 
of the island. 

Though much dissatisfaction, when 
the Earl of Portland was removed from 
the captaincy, whs expressed by the 
knights and gentlemen who had served 
under him, it could scarcely have arisen 
from any feeling of wounded loyalty. On 
tbe contrary, from the very outset of the 
great civil war, the inhabitants of tbe 
Wight sided with the parliament, and so 
secured an immunity from the tumults 
and distractions which fell with such 
heaviness upon other parts of England. 
They were, indeed, so vehement in their 
zeal for the parliamentarian party, that 
they could not suffer the Countess of 
Portland to abide peaceably in the castle, 
where she had taken refuge with her b ve 
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ehildren and her husband 's broker and 
sister, under the protection of Colonel 
Brett, the recently appointed custodian 
of Carisbrooke. The Major of Newport, 
Moses Bead, at the head of the Newport 
train bands and 400 naval auxiliaries 
■applied by the men-of-war in the Solent, 
and inspired by Harby, a stoat Puritan 
and mioister of Newport, besieged the 
castle, wherein Colonel Brett had but 
20 man, and provisions for 3 days. The 
brave countess, however, made her ap- 
pearance on the ramparte with a lighted 
match in her hand., and declared that she 
herself would fire the first cannon, and 
that the garrison would hold out to the 
last extremity, unless they were granted 
easy and honourable 
A pacification was aoon arranged, when, 
as we may reasonably conclude, neither 
party was very much in earnest. Colonel 
Brett, his comrades, and their attendants, 
were permitted to go where they would, 
except to Portsmouth, then held for the 
king by dissolute Goring; and after 
day or two's delay, the countess and het 
family were removed from the island. 

The other fortresses, in like mani 
were seized for the parliament, and the 
Earl of Pembroke, on bis arrival at 
Cowes, was received with a cordial wel- 
come by the leading inhabitants, who 
proffered him, in behalf of the good cause, 
their heartiest services. 

The Joarnalt of the House of Com- 
mon* present numerous indications of 
the watchfulness exercised by the par- 
liament in reference to the safety of the 
Isle of Wight ; and though it is not oui 
province to enter fully into these details, 
it may be permitted us to place a few 
significant passages before our readers in 
illustration of the remarkable contrasts 
existing between the present and the 
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to the Earl of Warwick to furnish the 

wn of Newport in the Isle of Wight 

th thirty barrels of powder, with all 
convenient speed, to be disposed of ss the 
Mayor of Newport, Mr. Bunckley, Mr. 
Thomas Boreman, and Mr. Eobert Urry 
of Freshwater, shall think fit, for the 
safeguard of that place and island. 

" And it is further Ordered, That Mr. 

inn and Mr. Yassall do write a letter 
of thanks to the Mayor of Newport, and 
those that joined with him in the certifi- 
cate to the House of the state of that 
town, for their care of the safety of that 
place, and reapects to this House ; and 
to assure them that this House hath, in 
some measure, already taken care, and 
will take further care, in providing for 
the safety of that island." 

We read on the 18th of February, 
1815 :- 

"OxniRsn, that there be forth*ith 
provided and furnished out of the public 
stores, for the service of the Isle of 
Wight, forty barrels of powder, one ton 
of match, three hundred culverin shot, 
one thousand demi -culverin shot, on* 
thousand Saker shot, and two tons of 
lead \ And the Lieutenant of the Ord- 
nance is required to take notice thereof, 
and to furnish these provisions accord- 
ingly." 

The Earl of Pembroke waa withdrawn 
from the captaincy in 1617. and Colonel 
Robert Hammond, a soldier of good 
repute, appointed (6th September 16*7). 
The colonel was a nephew of Dr. Henry 
Hammond, one of the king's chaplains, 
bnt be owed his rise to Cromwell's 
favour, and was married to Hampden's 
daughter. At the early age of twenty- 
two he had entered thearmy, and fought 
against the Itoyalists. His sympathies, 
therefore, were naturally with the par- 
liamentarian leaders, and justified the 
confidence of those who intrusted to him 
so important a command. 
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Whilst pent op in Hampton Court, 
and surrour.ded by the Boldiers of the 
parliament, Charles I. could not but feel 
that he was in reality a closely- watched 
and suspected prisoner, fie felt, too, 
that the great Roundhead leaders, how- 
ever sincere in their desire, would soon 
be withoqt the power, to assist him ; 
that they themselves were, in fact, the 
servants of their army. He had reason, 
perhaps, to dread the secret dagger. At 
all events, he was on the brink of an 
imminent peril ; and be might justly con- 
clude that hts escape would leave the 
Puritan chiefs at greater liberty to carry 
oat their professed designs of serving 
him, while placing himself in a position 
to act with fuller confidence and freer 

So, on the evening of the 11th of 
November 1647, attended by Legge, the 
groom of the chamber, he effected his 
escape from the palace, and being joined 
by Berkeley and Ashburnham, crossed 
the Thames at Thames Ditton, and rode 
with fiery speed through the dark and 
cloudy night to Titchfield Houae, a fair 
seat of the Earl of Southampton. The 
Dowager Countess welcomed him gladly, 
and spread before him the refreshment he 

He now deliberated with bis attendants 
whither he should next proceed, and 
great confidence being professed by Ash- 
burnham (a man apparently of very 
sanguine temperament) in the good in- 
tentions of Colonel Hammond, it was 
resolved that Aahburnham and Berkeley 
should repair to the island, and sound 
the colonel cautiously upon bis feelings 
and sympathies. They bore a compli- 
mentary message from his sovereign, and 
were required to insist noon a pledge, 
that if the king placed himself under his 



protection, he would not surrender hin 
to the army or the parliament, bat pro- 
vide him with an opportunity of effecting 
bisescape. And if he refused that under- 
taking, they were not to disclose thi 
secret of the king's present concealment. 
They started from Titchfield on a 
windy and violent morning ; they reached 
Lymington, but could not make tbs pus- 
age of tbe Solent on account of the stormy 
weather, and were detained there the 
whole day. They arrived at Cariabrooka 
on the following morning, hut Colonel 
Hammond bad set Out for Newport on 
matters of importance, and they wen 
forced to follow him thither. When, at 
length, they found themselves in the pre- 
sence of the governor, and explained 
their errand, he expressed considerable 
apprehension, but finally determined 
upon repairing with them to the king's re- 
treat, Ashburnham and Berkeley weak- 
ly consented to this proposal, and by so 
doing, betrayed their unfortunate sove- 
reign into the hands of the very men he 
had endeavoured to avoid. There is no 

whole future conduct negatives the sus- 
picion — that they were actuated by any 
traitorous motives. They confided too 
implicitly, not in Hammond's honour, 
which they had no reason to doubt, but 

I power to secure the king's person 
for any length of time from the machina- 
tions of hie bitterest enemies. 

Colonel Hammond's letter to the 
Speaker of the Houae of Peers sets forth 

iircnmHtances under which King 
Charles entered the island :— 
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1, passing the eight in 
■ score ale-home, made their way towards 
: Cariabrooke on the following day, being 
; Sunday. He was received with respect 
by all, with scarcely-concealed affection 
: byaloyalfew. "Agentlewoman.'aabe 
id through Newport, presented him 
a damask rose which grew in her 
1 garden at this cold season of the year, 
1 and prayed for him, which his Majesty 
! heartily thanked her for."— Btrberi, 
And eo the king passed onwards into the 
. Caetlc of Carisbrooke. 



In otstt comer thereof 
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Meanwhile the Parliament, who bad 
received, as we have seen, due in- 
formation from Colonel Hammond a. n. 
of these remarkable proceedings, 1647. 
had issued, on the 16th of Novem- 
ber, instructions for hie guidance. They 
ran as follows : — 



" Resolvid 61/ the Lordi a 

"I. That the securest £ 

Isle of Wight be Cai Isbnw 






iy power. — My lord, jour k 



'., shall bs permitted to 



■ Cowea, Not. 18, 164J." 

The doomed king, with H 
Captain Basket, Legge, Berkeley, and 
Ashbornbam in attendance, landed it 
the island on the 22d day of November 

• The Houses duly thanked Colonel Ham 
mond. and Issued Instruction, for his (tuldsr.ee 
whirl voting £5000 For "Hit Mfljeslv's pro 
sent necessities and accommodation, "-£11 

aiOOO,— and liberally rewarding the QDTemn 
on account of bis Increased reiponslblllue! 
with a gratuity of £1000, and an annuity of 
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Colonel Hammond's position had thus 
become peculiarly difficult. If he ne- 
glected hia trust, he Could expect but 
little from the tender morciea of the 
Soundhead chiefs; if he performed it 
faithfully, thongh mildly— if ho "did hia 
spiriting " ever so gently — ho could not 
but incur the hatred of the Euyalist 
party. Ho appears to hate adopted that 
"golden mean" the Soman poet unwisely 
commends, and with the scanty success 
he might reasonably have expected. The 
Royalist news, letters, and pamphlets of 
the period load him with the foulest 
abase ; and later writers, taking np the 
unjust prejudices conceived in a time of 
violent excitement, have shown his me- 
mory but little indulgence. Neverthe- 
less Sir Thomas Herbert, the most chi- 
valrous of the king's adherents, who had 
opportunities of observing him closely, 
speaks of him in honourable terms, and 
confesses that the Roundheads suspected 
him of being " too much of a courtier." 
And Tailor, " the water-poet," a tealous 
Royalist, warmly vindicates him from 
the aspersions of his enemies. He says 
that he will speak of him without flat- 
tery, and, he continues, " The plaine truth 
is, that myself, with many others, did 
hate him so much, that he was very sel- 
dom or never prayed for. The reasons 
and motives which poesest most men with 
this mistaking and misapplied inveterate 
malice, was upon the flying lying reports 
that the governour had behaved himself 
most coarsely, rigid, and barbarously 
unreapective to his Majesty. The false 
weekly pamphlets and pamphleteers 
(being inspired by their father, the 
devil), were not ashamed to publish in 
print that the governour had proceeded 
so far in incivility, aa to immure, or wall 
his Majesty ina small, close roome, under 
many bolts, bars, grates, locks, and keys, 
and debarred him the comforts of his 
souls, and of the society of men ; and 



further, it waa often printed (by several! 
lying villaines) that the said Governor/! 
Hammond did strike the king on the 
face, and gave him a black eye. These 
reports being invented by the devil's 
imps (the firebrands of contention), 
printed and published by needy, greedy 
knaves and varleta, and believed by too 
many fooles and foolish Gotehamists 
(amongst which number I, with much 
simplicity, was one); and as by oath and 
duty I am bound to Bavo. love, and 
honour my aoveraigne lord and master, 
so (on the contrary) myselfe, with all 
true and loyall subjects, had no cause to 
be well affected to any man that should 
dare to affront his Majesty with such 

" fint to give the world satisfaction of 
the truth, it is certaine that all these as- 
persions and rumours against the gover- 
nour are most odious, scandalous, and 
malicious lies ; for, according to the trust 
reposed in him, he hath always carried 
himselfe with such deportment and 
hnmblenesse of dutiful! service to his 
Majesty, that he hath gained much love 
and favour from his soraraigne, and such 
good regard from alt knowing men, as 
belongs to a gentleman of his place and 
quality. "—- Journal of the Brit. A Tchad. 
Association, Dec. 1853. 

Considerable liberty was allowed to the 
king and his attendants for the first few 
weeks of his detention. He waa permit- 
ted to pursue the chase in the green 
arcades of Parkhnrat, to receive the visits 
of the gentry of the island, to enjoy 
the services of bis most devoted ad- 
herents, and the ministrations of hia 
chaplains, Drs. Sheldon and Hammond. 
The respect, and something of the eti- 
quette of a court were maintained about 
his person. Colonel Hammond's mother, 
a lady of good family, superintended his 
household arrangements, and the king's 
own furniture was brought from bis 
palaces, to give an air of splendour to the 
bare, bleak chambers of the castle.— 
Herbert, Clarendon, and ethtrt. 
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While the king was thus sheltered 
within the walla of Cariabrooke, and his 
partisans were everywhere scheming and 
designing h is speedy restoration to power, 
the triumphant parliament — ox rathsr, 
that imperious majority which controlled 
its proceedings — was busied in endea- 
vouring to bring to some conclusion the 
troubles of the nation, and finally, on the 
14th December, pasted four resolutiono 
to which, M to an ultimatum, they re- 
quired the assent of the king aa a prelimi- 
nary to entering npon a personal treat; 
with him. — Littgard, x. c 4, and Jow- 
*aU, vol. it. These resolutions, in effect, 
placed the royal prerogative in the hands 
of the Parliament, vesting in it the com- 
mand of the army for twenty years ; 
limiting the creation of peers ; empower- 
ing the Houses to adjourn from place to 
place aa they might deem it beat ; and in- 
sisting upon the king's acknowledgment 
of the justice of their cause. Buoyed up 
by the promises of his supporters, and 
by a treaty secretly agreed npon with 
the Scotch commissioners, the king 
warmly protested that " neither the de- 
sire of being freed from that tedious and 
irksome condition of life which he bad so 
long suffered, nor the apprehension of any- 
thing that might befall him, should ever 
prevail with him to consent to any one 
Act till the conditions of the whole peace 
should be concluded." — Clarendon. 

His adherents, meanwhile, had been 
concerting a plan of escape, and a ship, 
provided by the queen, had for some 
tome been hovering off the coast. The 
evening of the day on which he forwarded 
to the parliament his peremptory refusal 
of their ultimatum, was appointed 
the enterprise ; but Hammond obtained 
Some inkling of it, and proceeded •■ 
force restrictions which he had hitherto 
avoided. His suspicions were further 
aroused by a singular tmeuti which took 
place in Newport itself. 
There lived in that busy borough at 



inquiet time One Captain Hurley, 
uul served in the royal army, and 
afterwards had holdeu a military corn- 
in the island. As if seised by a 
sudden frensy, or acting on some precon- 
certed plot whose particulars were never 
known, he caused a drum to be beaten, 
and drawing together a small gathering 
of carious and adventurous eitisens, de- 
clared himself their leader, and proposed 
a attempt the rescue of the royal cap- 
ive. But Berkeley and Ashburnbam, 
ippreheuding no good consequences to 
the king, made haste to dismiss to their 
homes the noisy crowd, A company of 
>ldiers was. drawn out from Caris- 
brooke, Burley taken prisoner, and the 
riot abruptly terminated. A commission 
of Oyer and Terminer was instantly 
appointed by the Parliament to sit at 
Winchester, under Chief Baron Wilds 
(January 22, 1648). The result may 
easily be guessed. Burley was found 
guilty of high treason, and on the 3d of 
February expiated his loyalty by a 
terrible death. He was hung, drawn, 
and quartered ; but suffered with invin- 
iblo courage, exclaiming to the last, 
Fear Hod, and honour the king ! " 
To take measures* for the monarch's 
safe custody was now appointed a special 
lisaion, known— from the place of 
meetings — aa the Derby Boutt 
Committee. It included seven peers, — 
the Earls of Kent, Manchester, Nor- 
thumberland, and Warwick, and the 
Lords Roberta, Say, and Sele, and 
Wharton ; and thirteen commoners,— Sir 
William Armine, Sir John Evelyn, Sir 
Gilbert Qerrard, Sir Arthur Haselrig, 
and Sir Harry Vane ; the Lieutenant- 
General Cromwell, and Pierpoint, Harry 
Vane the younger, Fiennes, Brown, 

* Sir William Conitsble, Lieutenant- Colo- 
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thu correspondence being conducted in 
cipher | and such was the Bubtlety of 
their measures, such the akill of their 
agents, that they learned every movement 
of the royalists, and often apprised Ham- 
mond of plots hatched in his very neigh- 
bourhood, to which he himself could 



The 



of this 



immediately affected the 
the king's imprisonment, and compelled 
Hammond to natch his captive with a 
closer vigilance. 

Fonr conservators were appointed, — 
Herbert, Mildmay, Captain Titus, and 
Preston, who alternately, two at a time, 
guarded the doors of the royal aparfr 
ments. When the king went abroad for 
a walk ha m always accompanied by 
Colonel Hammond ; and his exercise was 
itrictly confined within the limits of the 
eastle walla. Host of his 
were dismissed, and— what the king felt 
sorely— his chaplains were ordered 
leave the island (February 16*8). 

Nevertheless, the governor did what 
he could to lessen the discomfort of thi 
close confinement. He converted the 
barbican, or place of arms, of the castle 
"into a bowling green, scarce 
equalled, and at one Bide built a pretty 
summer house for retirement. "—Herbert, 
His own manner was marked by t 



traded upon the monarch's privacy- 
King Charles's daily life,* during thii 
period, if monotonous, was not alto 
getter an impleading one, and is curiously 
illustrative of his peculiar character. 

He rose betimes, prayed devoutly arid 
read the Scriptures, then breakfasted, 



afterwards took exercise " within 
the works, a place sufficiently large and 
for the king's walking, and 
having good air, and a delightful pro- 
spect both to the sea and land." When 
be had dined— and during hia dinner, 
always a temperate one, fae entered into 
familiar son terse with those who waited 
-he withdrew to hia private 
chamber, and read or wrote until the 
ig meal. Then he took further 
se, and so, at an early hour, re- 
tired to rest. 

i chief favourites among his books 
been carefully recorded. " The 
Sacred Scriptures he most delighted, in ; 
read often in Bishop Andrews's Bar- 
ker's Ecclesiastical Polity; Dr. 
Hammond's Works; Yilialpandua upon 
Exekiel, So.; Sands s Paraphrase upon 
— ~ d'a Psalms; Herbert's Divine 
Poems ; and also Godfrey of Bulloigne, 
writ in Italian by Torquato Tasao, and 
done into English heroic verse by Mr. 
Fairfax, a poem his msjeaty much com- 
mended, as he did also Ariosto, by Sir 
John Harrington, a facetious poet, much 
esteemed of by Prince Henry hie master ; 
Spenser's Fairie Queen, and the like, 
for alleviating his spirits after serious 
studies." Be likewise amused himself 
also in composition ; wrote some dreary 
verses,— the Siupiria Regalia, or Bayed 
Sight, and Majetty in Miury; and 
translated from the Latin Dr. Sander- 
son's book, Dt Jitramentii. Of hia 
little library the faithful Herbert *as 
tbe custodian. 

The king was fond of writing Latin 
and Greek mottoes in his books, and 
especially affected the significant epi- 
graph, Dvm tpiro, tpero — " While I 
breathe, I hope ; " and in one he wrote 
the following distich: — 



In the aftemoo 


if fair; mnc 


every day In prl 








merlyi Ml quiet 


in « fair betwe 


and Colonel Hammond." — lit. 
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er to speak slightingly 
ui calmly endure to b* 
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Hi! scholarship was, indeed, nonaider- 
ible ; and La lu veil acquainted with 
latin, Greek, French, Spanish, and 
Italian.— Herbert. 

He told Sir Philip Warwick (hat his 
best companion was "an old, little, 
ranting man," who " for three months 
together mads my fire ; " but thia i 
ment wan either exaggerated, or 

understood by Sir Philip, for Sir Th 

Herbert continued in close attendance 
upon him. — Gtxlwin. From the time 
that he wan deprived of his usual re- 
tinae, " he would never naffer his hair 
to be cut, nor cared be to have any new 
deaths ; no that Lib aspect and appear- 
ance was very different from what it bad 
Med to be; otherwise, his health was 
g°od, and he was mnch more cheerful in 
l>is discourses towards all men tban 
"old have been imagined after such s 
mortification of all kinds. He was not 
M all dejected in his spirits, but earned 
himself with the same majesty he had 
u»ed to do. His hair was all grey, 
which, making all others very sad, made 
it thought that be had sorrow in his 
countenance, which appeared only by that 
•ludow."— Clarendon. 



Such was the qniet tenor of the royal 
prisoner's daily life; but as the political 
complications of the kingdom rapidly 
increased in difficulty, and hourly became 
more ominous, bis adherents bent all 
their energies to the perfection of a plan 
"I escape. 

Amongst the household was a gallant 
and ingenious man named Henry Fire- 
brace, * who, having resolved upon open- 
"t a communication between the king 
*ud his friends in the island, contrived 
•o secure the confidence of Captain 



Titns, one of the conservators or war- 
dens already named, who was a loyal 
servant of the king's at heart. Charles 

ber as soon as he had supped, shutting 
the door to him. I offered my service, 1 ' 
says Firebrace," " to one of the conser- 
vators (Captain Titus) to wait at the 
door opening into the back stairs whilst 
be went to supper — I pretending not to 
sup — which he accepted of; by which 
means I bad freedom of speaking with 
his majesty." When Firebrace had any 
letters to deliver, they were placed in a 
certain concealment in the royal chamber, 
where, in doe time, the king's answer 
was also deposited. In the wainscot, 
which was covered by thick hangings, an 
aperture was made, so that the king 
might privately communicate with bis 
attendants, and on the approach of any 
auspicious person, instantly let fall the 
hangings. 

The plan, at length determined upon, 
seemed feasible enough, and to present 
every prospect of a successful issue. 

One of the attendants placed about the 
king, by order of the parlia- 
ment, was a Mr. Richard March SO, 
Osoame, a "gentleman of an IMS. 
ancient family, and singular 
good parts," bnt of lax morale, having 
been educated by Lord Wharton, widely 
known as a nobleman of dissolute life. 
This Oaburuo bad been converted into a 
zealous adherent of King Charles by the 
moe of the monarch's stately pre- 
sence and fascinating manner. There 
also Mr. Edward WortUp of (iat- 
combe, a gentleman of good descent, and 
Mr. John A'tieland of Newport, eager 



with li 






With Captain Titw and Mr. Henry 

Firebract, they formed the adventurous 

design so unfortunately frustrated. 

The king, at a certain signal made by 

irebrace (to toss a stone against his 
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bed-room window), nt to force Li 
through the window, and let himself 
down bj a stout cord. [Firebrace had 
much misdoubted that the king would 
be able to make his mj through so 
narrow an opening; but Charles de- 
clared that where his head would pass, 
surely his bod; would follow.] Fire- 
brace, it was agreed, should then n 
him, and conduct him across the < 
where no sentinel was stationed, to the 
gnat wall. This the king would de- 
scend by means of a thick rope, with a 
stick fastened to it for a seat, and climb- 
ing the counterscarp, which was very 
low, would find a horse ready saddled, 
boots and pistols, with Osburne and 
Woraley, well mounted, to escort him. 
Biding across the island in the deep night 
shadows, they would speedily gain the sea 
side, and join Mr. Newland, who held in 
readiness a properly furnished boat. The 
monarch's safety was then ensured. 

The night came; the king dismissed 
bb attendants. Woraley and Osburne 
stealthily led their horses into the neigh- 
bourhood of the castle, and John New- 
land, on the bleak seashore, eagerly 
awaited his sovereign's coming. Fire- 
brace took up his station beneath the 
memorable window, and gave the ap- 
pointed signal. Then "his Majesty," 
says Firebrace, "put himself forward, 
but, too late, found himself mistaken, he 
sticking fast between his breast 
shoulders, and not able to get backward 
or forward, but that, at the instant be- 
fore he endeavoured to come out, be mis- 
trusted and tied a piece of his cord to a 
bar of the window within, by means 
whereof he forced hi mself back. Whilst 
he stuck, I heard Mm groan, but could 
not come to help him, which (you may 
imagine) was no small affliction to me. 
So soon as he was in again, to let me 
see (aa I had to my grief heard) the de- 
■sign was broken, he set a candle in the 
window. If this unfortunate impedi- 
ment had not happened, his majesty had 
certainly then made a good escape." 
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Firebrace warned his confederates of 
the failure of their scheme, by flinging 
stones from the high wall at the place 
where the king should have descended. 
They took the alarm, and got away 
quietly and without discovery. 

Some hints of the intended escape, 
however, reached the Derby House 
Committee, and Cromwell wrote to 
Hammond in reference to it, expressly 
naming Firebrace "aa the gentleman who 
led the way," and cautioning the governor 
against Captain Titus, Doweett, and 
others of the king's household. Fire- 
brace was shortly afterwards dismissed, 
though not before he had succeeded in ar- 
ranging a mode of communication be- 
tween the king and his friends, and ren- 
dering some help towards a future at- 
tempt at escape. He wrote to a Mrs. 
Whorwood " a tall, well-fashioned, and 
well-languaged gentlewoman, " a staunch 
loyalist, residing in London, and desired 
her to forward some files and aquafortis 
to sever the window-bars. Sue imme- 
diately betook herself to the famous as- 
trologer, Lilly, who, in his turn, bad 
recourse to one George Farmer, a lock- 
smith in Bow Lane. Of these fantastic 
devices the Derby House Committee ob- 
tained information, and warned Ham- 
mond to be upon his guard. The aqua- 
fortis, therefore, never reached the king, 
being "upset on the road, "but a hacker, 
intended to convert into saws two knives 
which the king bad concealed, in spite 
of all his jailer's precaution, safely 
reached him.* 

Charles was now removed from the 
apartments he had occupied since his en- 
trance into the castle, to the chief 
:'s " in a building on the left side 
of the first court. " As the window con- 
1 but one bar, a second was in- 



U ot these mattara, 



3 ,i ^d b, Google 



C3LBLXS I. IK TB 

ssrted by Hammond's orders, haling 
scarcely five inches between each bar, 
and the atone mnlliona, Beneath it was 
thrown np a platform of earth, where a 
sentinel was stationed, and ordnance was 
bo placed as to command the various 
approaches. 

Nevertheless, the king, under certain 
restrictions, was still permitted to re- 
ceive those who waited upon him. He 
often discoursed with a Mr. Trongbton, 
chaplain to the governor, and an anti- 
episcopalian, a young man of good parts, 
"who," says Herbert, "could arene 
pretty well." On one occasion, whilst 
disputing with him warmly, Charles 
suddenly took a sword from a lientenant 
of foot who was in waiting, and drew it, 
much to the alarm of the young debater ; 
but a gentleman present, better inter 
preting the monarch's intention, bent 
his knee, received the honour of knight- 
hood, and rose "Sir John Daneomb." 
The king told him be had then no better 
method of acknowledging bis services, 
lived books prof- 



y their 



Thm 



fered tc 
one Mi 

of the Tree of Life." The king accepted 
it for perusal, read it, and returned 
it, ironically remarking, "that, by what 
he had read in that book, he believed 
the composer stood In some need ol 



The project next designed for theking's 
release was simple in its details. 
Way The king, with a file or some 
1MB. aquafortis, was to sever the iron 
window-bars, let himself down, 
■nd crossing the bowling-green, descend 
the counterscarp, mount a horse read; 
raddled, and accompanied by C-Bburne 
«id Worsley, ride across the island to 
the sea- shore, then into Newland's boat, 
"d so to the coast of Hampshire. 
There he would find borses in readiness 
W convey him to Sir Edward Alford' 
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near Arundel in Sussex, whence, 
fitting opportunity, be might pro- 
ceed to Queensborongh, and take ship 
for Holland. 

But of this well-devised scheme 
Kolfe, Hammond's chief officer, " a fel- 
low of low extraction and very ordinary 
parts," a fierce republican, and a brntal 
soldier, obtained information, so that 

hen, on the evening of Sunday, May 
the 30th, the king made the attempt, ha 
found, on coming through the window, 
more persons in waiting than he had 
been led to expect, and apprehending 
danger, closed the windows, and tran- 
quilly retired to his rest. Rolfe had sta- 

onecl, at a suitable spot, a soldier in 

horn he Conld trust, with orders, it is 
asserted by some authorities, to fire at 
the king if he got through the window ; 
s armed with pistols, stood in con- 
nt proximity. Osburne and Wor- 
sley, taking the alarm, rode off, escaping 
uninjured the fire of the musketeers 
placed in readiness to intercept them ;* 
but on reaching Newland's boat, the 

taster refused to take them on board 
because they were unaccompanied by 
the king, so leaving their horses on the 
shore, they concealed themselves in the 
woods Of Gatcombe for several days, 
finding mesne in the night, by the assist- 
ance of a kinsman of Mr. Worsley s, to 
obtain provisions, and at length to leave 
the island. They effected their escape to 
London, where Firebrace contrived to 
conceal them. 

Osburne immediately addressed a letter 
to Lord Wharton declaring his convic- 
tion that Rolfs had designed to murder 
the king, and repeating certain conver- 
sations to that effect, which Kolfe had 
held, when he believed him to be in the 
interest of the parliament. Lord Whar- 
ton treated the letter with silent indif- 
ference, whereupon Osburne laid his 
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complaint before parliament, and the 
Peers received it in so serious a spirit as 
to desire the House of Commons to join 
with them in the necessary investigation. 
Abraham Doweett, whose fidelity to 
the parliament had previously been sus- 
pected, and who had assisted in the pro- 
ject of escape, was examined in support 
of Oshnrne's statement before the bar of 
the Houae of Peers ; and, being "imper- 
fect in the English language," was 
permitted to put in the following writ- 
ten declaration (3d July, ISIS) :— 



The charge brought against him by 
Osburne and Doweett is improbable 
enough, or, at till events, not substan- 
tiated by any evidence ws know of. Ls 



be supposed be would indulge ii 
such dangerous confidences with men 
whose attachment to the king had so long 
been suspected 1 Nor, at that time, 
would the king's death have been an 
event by which Knife's party could have 
profited. His guilt, however, was very 
generally credited by the RoyaJists, and 
provided the news- writers and pamph- 
leteers of the day with a fertile and in- 
exhaustible subject. Thus a rhymster 
exclaims— 

« Thu lii ;ib. kin!] hub '«.p-J lbs «md pl». 

Another — 



Ur. Osburne, and the assurance I had of bis 
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A third relates an incident of the king'i 
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captivity in the most exaggerated form— 


"a I am ready likewise to depose that the 




said Rolfs came to me {when I was a prt- 




sooer In the castle), and. In a leering manner, 


acendent manner, they [the Puritan cMeiiJ 




could not but full expect the strictest ven- 




geance, while, contrary to their cashes, their 










with a good pistol ready charged, to receive 




IT he bad come." 


ance and backing htm in all Ills just prlvllepa 


To which Major Rolfe pnt in a 


s^arS' "on* Urn that\e' e^Joye* "of St 


counter-statement, which we abridge : — 


liberty of the meanest of his subject! ; hsri 






"Mi Loans,— Knowing myself {I speak In 






onety to render him odious In the eyes of Ids 
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Being lii, he told hlra he hid an order fro 
the Hovsat to search hla cabinet lor letter 

the Test, which the trsytor perceiving, A 
endeavouring- to gain them, the king tripe i 



letter* wera burnt, ana Hammond, riaing up 
threatened hla majestic In very approbrlonr 
language, and w departed at that preaenf— 
ncdmatioxfrom Uu lilt of Highl, IMS. 

Another example muat content ua — 



Kolfe was tried at Winchester on the 
58th of August, acquitted, and shortly 
afterwards discharged from custody, 
when the Commons ordered him, as a 
recompense for hia imprisonment, a gift 
of £150. He returned to the Isle of 
Wight, and resumed hia positio 
Carisbrooke Castle. 
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by the two Houses of the Legisiamm, Uutt 
a personal treaty should be entered into 
with the king, in the hope of securing a 
settlement for the distractions of the 
realm ; and after much debate and con- 
ference with the royal prisoner, it wa* 
agreed that the negotiation should be 
conducted at Newport, the chief town of 

the Isle of Wight, 

Fifteen com m Las ionera were appointed to 
transact this important matter: jttwtonit 
—the EsiIb of Middlesex, Northumber- 
land, Pembroke, and Salisbury, and Lord 
Say and Sets ; Um commoners — Thomas 
Lord Weuman, Sir Harbottle Orimaton, 
Sir John Potts, Sir Harry Vane, Samuel 
Brown, John Bulkley (or Buckley), John 
Crew, Desudl Holies, William Pierre- 
point, and John Glynn, the Recorder 
of London. It was estimated that 
£10,000 would defray the expenses. 
£3000 were allowed the commissioners 
towards their outlay, and Messrs. Mar- 
shall and Rye were appointed explains. 
The restrictions upon the king's personal 
liberty were to a great extent removed; 
horses were provided for hia pleasure, 
and a certain number of lords, prelates, 
clergy, and gentlemen, reputed for their 
loyalty, were permitted to repair to the 
Isle of Wight and attend upon him. 
Amongst these attached adherents were 
the Duke of Richmond, the Marquis of 
Hertford, the Earls of Ltndsey and 
Southampton, who were named gentle- 
men of the Bedchamber ; the Bishopa 
of London and Salisbury, the Dean of 
Canterbury, Drs. Sanderson and lley- 
wood, his chaplains; Nicholas Ondart, 
Charles Whitaker, Sir Edward Walker, 
and Sir Philip Warwick, hia secretaries; 
Henry Flrehrace, clerk of the kitchen, 
and Anthony Mildmay, hie carver. Drs. 



On the 3d of August il 



near the Grammar School, at Newport ; 
the Bull (now the Buj/U) Inn was placed 
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eommlsntoners ; and tbe conferences were 
held in the Tovm Hall. 

The king mt upon a raised canopy 
under a daia, attended by hie lords, 
chaplains, and secretaries. Tbe oommis- 
sionere were seated on each aide of a long 
table, at a convenient distance from him. 
When he nought to consult with his at- 
tendants, or to refresh himself, he re- 
tired to the adjoining chamber. The 
negotiations were conducted with much 
gravity, the king displaying so vigorous 
an intellect and so keen an apprehension 
as to astonish his foe* and delight his 
friends. Even Sir Harry Vane pro- 
nonnced him "a person of great abili- 
ties." "The Earl of Salisbury." says 
Clarendon, " thought him ' wonderfully 
improved of late.'" 

This important conference, on which 
tiie eyes of all parties in the nation were 
fixed with intenseat eagerness, was pro- 
tracted for three months. A minute re- 
port of each day's transactions is pre- 
served in Ondart's Diary (vide Peck's 
Desiderata (Mruna, b. ii.) ; bat with 
most of its details we must not here con- 
cern ourselves. They relate to the his- 
tory of the Wight, only so far as that his- 
tory is involved in the history of England. 



E ISLE Or WIGHT. 

We learn from this Diary, however, 

and from Herbert's Memoirs, in what 
manner the monarch passed his days at 
Newport. He rose early ; performed at 
some length, as he was wont, his religi- 
ous duties ; breakfasted, and devoted the 
morning to discussions with the oonuaia- 
siouers. Then he gave audience to the 
island gentry, to his friends, to poor in- 
valids afflicted with the king's evil, and 
desirous of receiving his healing touch. 
(Seven of these cases are recorded by 
Tailor, the water poet.) Having dined, . 
he conversed with his chaplain, and the 
bishops in attendance, upon national 
affairs, or the progress of the treaty. 
After sapper he withdraw to his own 
apartment, to record the events of the 
day and dictate letters to the Prince of 
Wales." 

On Sunday, one of his chaplains, 01 
some reverend prelate, performed divine 
service in the chamber in the Grammar 
School, now occupied as the school-room, 
and he listened with that dovootnesi 
which always characterized his religions 
exercises. Oudart furnishes us with the 
names of the preachers, and notes of their 
discourses ;— 



Sunday, tbe Bth October, 


Dr. T. Tomer, ftxt, John v. 14. 








Wednesday, the S5tb October, 1 


Dr. EC Bsylie, 


„ PaUra nil. *, «. 


Sunday, the Sflth October, 


Dr. T. Turner, 


, KattiLK. 






„ Psalm livllLL 


„ the l*ln 


Dr. Joa Golion. 




'The Slog's Birthday 


Archbishop or Arraign, 


„ Qen-xm-S. 


Sunday, tbe 26th November, 


Dr. Sanderson, 


„ HetLilv. 


• A eurlooe anecdote Is recorded 


n-Rush-orth-sColtoctlona.- 


which may- bo quoted Is 




In tbe town itself: " Ills m 


ajeity last night at Br- 


per, the Bishop ot London waiting o 




and the Bishop of Sails- 




nt Into a great fear by reason 






nly a chimney, and quenche. 






s of tbe king's footmen, bro 


e out Into a great asm* 




him afterwards, and they 




and that night hit majesty's 


eelth went roand lu*U 


In the Aorgi collars, whither some of the cooks and others sun 


o*sr (rotn the eoort"- 
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Ondart also preserves two qnain t co 
lets, " written about this time in 
king's own hand," and which were foi 
among the royal MSS. : — 



Meanwhile the army had grown more 
powerful than the parliament, and its 
leaders were evidently determined to get 
the person of the king into their own 
power. Fairfax summoned Hammond, 
whose fidelity to his trust was a weighty 
obstacle in their way, to the head- 
quarters at Windsor; and Colonel Eure 
was ordered to repair to the island, to 
take charge of the- king, and remove him 
again to Carisbrooke. 

But Colonel Hammond, though com- 
pelled to obey the general's orders in a 
matter of military discipline, refuted to 
give up the trust placed in hia handa by 
the parliament ; and before he repaired 
to Windsor, intrusted the government of 
the island and the security of the royal 
person to three deputies— Major Eolfe, 
Captain Bowerman, and Captain Hawes. 
He gave them strict injunctions to pre- 
Tent the removal of the king. 

On the 27th November the treaty was 
signed by Charles, hot with manifest 
reluctance, for it bestowed all the pre- 
rogatives of the Crown upon the par- 
liament; and the commissioners, accom- 
panied by Colonel Hammond, immedi- 
Midj set out for London. The king, a 
pray to bitter apprehensions, returned, 
with hie suite, to Carisbrooke. 

BBMOVAL VRC..H THE ISLAHD. 

The leaders of the army, however, were 
not to be baulked of their prey, and 
lecretly despatched a troop of horse and 
» company of foot, nnder Lieutenant- 
Calonel Cobbit, to seize the Stuart, and 



repair with him to Hurst Castle.* 01 
their arrival one of the king's attendant* 
waa informed by a person in disguise, and 
much alarm was consequently excited in 
the king's mind. Ha summoned to his 
presence tie Duke of Richmond, the 
Earl of Lindaey, and Colonel Cooke, one 
of Cromwell's soldiers, but attached to 
the king. As the result of their deli- 
berations, Cooke repaired to Bolie, and 
acquainted him that the king wished to 
know whether the army had resolved to 
seize him that night ? 

" Not that I know of," replied Eolfe, 
and added, " You may assure the king 
from me that he may rest quietly thit 

Colonel Cooke, observing the emphasis 
placed upon these words, pressed him 
further on the intentions of the army, 
but without obtaining any satisfactoij 
answer. Kolfe promised, however, to 
give the king due notice of what they 
might purpose in reference to his re- 
Having acquainted the king with what 
had passed. Colonel Cooke, "though the 
night was extraordinarily dark," and 
the rain fell heavily, made his way to 
Newport. There he speedily found his 
worst fears confirmed. The streets were 
alive with soldiers — with faces of men 
whom he well knew ; and he soon ascer- 
tained that every officer who was sus- 
pected of entertaining friendly feelings 
for the king had been removed, and his 
place supplied by a less scrupulous 
instrument, ■ " The governor (Captain 
Bowerman) plainly told him he was no 
better than their prisoner in his own 
garrison, for they had threatened him 
with immediate death if he but so much 
as whispered with any of his own ser- 
vants. " — Colonel Cooke't Xarrativt. 
During his absence Firebrace had 

* On their arrival Captain Bowerman 



oit, proffered his assistance. 
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vainly endeavoured to persuade the king 
to take advantage of the coo fusion -which 
prevailed, and make his escape— remind- 
ing him that Mr. John Newland's boat 
might easily be procured. But the king 
having given his word of honour not to 
attempt an escape,* persisted in his re- 
fusal. 

On Colonel Cooke's return to the 
castle, "he found," he says, "agreat 
alteration at court. Guards not only set 
round the king's lodgings, and at ever; 
window, but even within doors alto; 
nay, sentinels on the king's very chamber 
door, so that the king was almost suffo- 
cated with the smoke of their matches." 
After much entreaty. Colonel Cooke suc- 
ceeded in relieving him from the intoler- 
able nuisance. 

Having related what he had seen and 
heard, the faithful colons], conjointly 
with the Duke of Richmond and the Earl 
of Lindsey, besought the royal prisoner, 
while he had yet time, to accomplish his 
escape. But though they showed it was 
perfectly feasible, and adduced many 
serious arguments why it should be at- 
tempted,* the king replied, " They have 
promised me, and I have promised them ; 
and I will not break first." 

So, after a while, King Charles retired 
to rest— -hie sorrowful attendants holding 
themselves in readiness for whatever 
might occur. "It was then about one 
o'clock; and though Colonel Cooke went 
not to bed all that night, yet all 
things were carried with such secrecy 
and quiet, that not the least noise was 
heard, nor the least cause of suspicion 

" But next morning, just at break of 
day, the king, hearing a great knocking 
at his outward door, sent the Duke of 
Richmond to ask what it meant; who, 
demanding, Who wat therel he was nn- 
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swered, My name is Mildmay. (One 
of the servants the parliament, bad 
pat to the king, and brother to Sir 

" The duke demanded, What he mold 
hovel Who answered. There were tome 
gentlemen from the army, very delimit 
to speak with the ting. 

"Which account the duke gave Ike 
king; but the knocking rather increasing, 
the king commanded the duke to W 
them into the room. No sooner was this 
done, but before the king could get front 
his bed, these officers rushed into his 
chamber, and abruptly told the king they 
had orders to remove him, 

" From whom t said the king. They 
replied. From flit army. 

' The king asked, To what planet To 
the Cattle, said they. 

" The king demanded, lb -what cattle) 
Again they answered, To the Cattle. 

" The Cattle, said the king, it no castle; 
and added, he was well enough prepared 
for any castle, requiring them to name 
the castle. 

" After a short whisper together they 
said, Hurst Cattle. 

"Indeed, said the king, you could net 
have named a worse. Whereupon im- 
mediately the king called to the Duke of 
Richmond to send for the Bar! of Lind- 
sey and Colonel Cooke. 

" At first they scrupled at the Karl 
of Lindsey '» coming; but the king saying, 
Why not both since both lie together 1 

" Then having whispered together, 
they promised to send for both, but 
sent for neither."— CoL Cooke' t Narra- 

Meanwhile, Firebrace, by the king's 
desire, had caused a breakfast to be pre- 
pared;* but the rough soldiers harried 
him into the coach which was in waiting 
without suffering him to taste it. After 



he bad taken his Beat Lieutenant- Colonel 
Cobbit,* "with his hat on," attempted 
to jump in, but Charles stoutly poshed 

to that yet ; get yon out." And bo the 
lieutenant-colonel ra forced to content 
himself with a mat beside the driver, 
while Herbert, Harrington, and Mildmay 
entered the coach. Then the king bantily 
bade hia servants farewell, with an 
evident presentiment of coming evil. 
" At other times," says Herbert, " he 
™ cheerful ; bat at hie parting from 
hia friends he showed the sorrow in his 
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heart by the sadness of his countenance 
— a real sympathy." 

Through ths shadows of the sullen 
night the coach, escorted by two troops 
of horse, " vent westward, towards 
Worsley's Tower, in Freshwater Isle, a 
little beyond Yarmouth Haven." Hav- 
ing rested there an honr, the king and 
hia attendants went on board of a small 
sailing vessel, crossed the narrow sea, 
and landed at Hurst Castle. 

And here we must necessarily conclude 
our narrative of the monarch's imprison- 
ment in Carisbrooke. 



section ix.- nm 

On the removal of Colonel Hammond, 
the government of the island 
A.o. was conferred upon Colonel Wil- 
1649. liam Sydenham, a zealous parlia- 
mentarian soldier, who had stoutly 
defended Weymouth and Heloombe Regis 
against the royal forces. He was a 
brother of the famous physician, and a 
kinsman of Dr. Hopton Sydenham, for 
sbrief lime Sector of Brigbatone. Crom- 
well trusted him so thoroughly as to 
appoint him one of his council, and at a 
later period to raise him to the House of 
Peers which he attempted to establish. + 

During bis government Carisbrooke 
again became a royal prison, and received 
within its precincts two of the lineage of ■ 

• Cobbit, according to Herbert; Bolfe, 

t A contemporary writer gives a concise 
■ketch of this Puritan leaner: "Colonel 
Bydunham. a gentleman of not very much 
pn-nnnum at the beginning of ths wars, was 
made governor of Melcombe Regis in the 
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commissioner* of the treasury ; by 
he la grown very great and consld 
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its late captive — the Prihoess Eliza- 
beth and the Dun of Quiuoistik. 
As tbe former died within its walls, and 
as her dust still lies in the church at 
Newport— as her history, moreover, haa 
all the pathos of a tender romance — we 
apprehend that the reader will not look 
with disfavour upon the brief memoir we 
subjoin. 



This hapless scion of the fated race 
of Stuarts was born at St. James's Pa- 
lace, on the 20th January 1635. She* 
was the second daughter and fifth child 
of Charles I. and Henrietta Maria, anf) 
seems to have inherited the melancholy 
temperament of the one, and something 
of the delicate loveliness of the other. 
Her birth called forth a special embassy 
of congratulation from tbe States of Hol- 
land, and costly presents were forwarded 
to the royal mother : " a massive piece 
of ambergris, two fair and almost trans- 
parent china basins, a curious clock, and 
of far greater value than these, two 
beautiful originals of Titian, and two 
of. Tintoret, to add to tbe galleries of 
paintings, with which the king was en- 
riching Whitehall and Hampton Court." 
— Strickland. 
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As she grew out of infancy into child- 
hood a notable resemblance was observed 
between her and her sister, the Princess 
Maty, so that the poet Crashaw likened 
them to "two silken si ster -flowers. " 
Her portrait, painted by Vaugban when 
■he was fire years old, represents her as 
Tory fair, with long loose ringlets, and a 
tender expression of countenance. Be- 
neath an engraving from this portrait, 
which was inserted in " The True Effigies 
of the Royal Progeny," are written some 
complimentary tines, justified, certainly, 
by her girlish beauty: — 



Bat from her earliest years her con- 
stitution seems to have been very delicate. 
Bhe was "sad, and somewhat liable to 
complaints of the spleen;"' and when 
but nine years old (1643), she met with 
an accident while running across a room, 
which caused a fractured leg. But the 
debility of her frame was contrasted by 
the vigour of her intellect. "She proved 
a lady of parts beyond her age; the 
quickness of her mind making recom- 
pense for the weakness of her body." 
Her physical infirmity preventing her 
from joining with any vigour in the pas- 
times of her brothers and sisters, she 
sought recreation in letters; and so great 

eight years of age she could read and 
write five languages besides her own, — 
Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Italian, French. 
To the study of the two first her earnest 
aod devout mind led her to apply with 
singular enthusiasm, and she read the 
Scriptures— an exercise in which she 
especially delighted— in their original 
tongues. Her theological acquirements 



must have been extensive, if she ws* 
able to understand the work which Wil- 
liam Greenhill dedicated to her in 1644, 

an "Exposition of the first five chapter! 
of Eiekiel." At a later period she ac- 
cepted the dedication of Alexander Row- 
ley's "Scholar's Companion, "an English- 
Latin Lexicon of Hebrew and Greek 
words employed in the Bible. Rowley 
speaks of " the fame of her great in dilu- 
tion to the Btndy of the Book of Bonis, 
and of its two original languages, the 
Hebrew and Greek." And Greenhill 
says, " Your desire to know the original 
tongues, that you may understand the 
Scriptures better, your resolution to write 
them out with your own princely hand, 
and to come to the perfect knowledge of 
them, breed in us hopes that you will 
exceed all your sex, and be without equal 
in Europe." 

Her first gouvemante was the Countess 
of Roxburgh; and for a few years, while 
under her care, she enjoyed the com- 
panionship of her brothers and sisters. 
But in February 1642, the queen set out 
for Holland with b er eldest daughter Mary, 
betrothed to the Prince of Orange, to raise 
supplies for her husband's assistance in Ji is 
struggle with the parliament. Neither 
her mother nor her sister, therefore, did 
sad Elixabeth ever meet again. Her 
royal father's visits were necessarily few; 
with her brothers, Charles and James, it 
is doubtful if ever she felt much sympathy. 
So, lone and still, she brooded in the 
darkness of the time over the fate that 
dogged the steps of her unhappy sire. 
The battle echoes of Marston and Naaebv 
broke in upon her solitude like death- 
music ; and as earth grew more and more 
repulsive to her saddened soul, she turned 
with the greater eagerness to the consola- 
tions of heaven. 

In October 1642, the plague becoming 
epidemical in the vicinity of St James, 
it was resolved by the Commons that her 
household should be removed to a suit- 
able mansion in a more healthy locality, 
and for that purpose Lord Cottingten's 
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house in Broad Street was finally en- 
gaged. 

Her establishment at this time was 
, Dot on a scale of ordinary comfort, so oh 
as might be found in a tradesman's 
modest family, and she was 90 hedged 
tions that she 



with rigo 



could neither speak with, nor write to 
any of her royal father's friends. The 
Countess of Roxburgh at length ad- 
dressed an urgent remonstrance to the 
House, and due inquiry being made, the 
Speaker himself acknowledged its jus- 
lice, by declaring that her poverty was 
such "he should be ashamed to speak of 
it." A monthly payment of £800 was, 
therefore, ordered to Colonel Holland to 
defray the expenses of her household, 
and at a later period a larger allowance 
was made. 

In 1643 the Commons removed her 
gouvernante and servants, and placed her 
under the care, at first, of Lady Vers, and 
shortly afterwards of the Countess of 
Dorset. The princess remonstrated in a 
letter addressed to the Peers, which is 
pathetically simple : — 

" My Lords, — I account myself very 
miserable that 1 m ost have my servants 
taken from me, and strangers put to me. 
Ton promised me that yon would have a 
care of me ; and I hope you will shew it 
in preventing so great a grief as this 
would be to me. I pray, my lords, con- 
sider of it, and give me cause to thank 
you, and to rest your loving friend, 

" Elizabeth. 

" To Ot Right Bun. Oa Lords and 



The Lords objected to theso proceed- 
ings, and appointed a committee of in- 
quiry, but without effect. The Commons 
would brook no interference from the 
Upper House, even in so small a matter, 
and of themselves determined upon the 
number of tho royal lady's servants. Two 
cofferesses, four chamber women, a laun- 
dress, and starcher ; two physicians (of 



whom the senior was the eminent 
Mayerne) ; six chaplains, and one house 
chaplain ; two gentlemen ushers, one 
French master, four pagea, ka. They 
also ordered that prayers should be read 
twice every day, and two sermons 
preached on every Sunday ; the gates 
were to be locked at sunset, and on no 
occasion opened after 10 P.M., without 
the special license of the chief resident 
officer. For the house expenses £100 
monthly were voted, and an additional 
sum for apparel. 

In July 16*4 she was removed to Sir 
J. Danger's house at Chelsea, and in 
September to Whitehall, where she re- 
ceived the instructions of Mrs. Makin, a 
noted linguist. 

Barly in 1645, on the death of the 
Countess of Dorset, her brother (the 
young Duke of Gloucester), and herself, 
were placed under the care of the Earl 
of Northumberland, and resided for a 
few weeks at pleasant Siou House, on 
the banks of the Thames. He was al- 
lowed £3000 per annum for his labour, 
and £9500 for the diet of his wards. 
From Sion House they returned to St. 
James's Palace, where they were joined 
by the young Duke of York, after the 
fatal issue of thesiegeof (Jxford. Weary 
days dragged ou, each marked by the 
shadow of some dread disaster to their 
lather's cause, until the tidings of his 
capture at Holdenby reached the ears of 
his unhappy daughter. Her sympathy 
for him, however, was reciprocated by 
his paternal love, which prompted him, 
at considerable risk, to seek an interview 
with her. 

On the 16th July, therefore, the Earl 
of Northumberland accompanied the 
princess and the young princes to 
Maidenhead. Through streets gaily 
strewn with Sowers they passed, until 
they reached the Greyhound inn, where, 
about eleven o'clock, they were joined by 
King Charles. The interview was an 
affectingone. Tothe Dukeof Gloucester, 
then a lad about seven years old, the 
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THE PRINCESS 



king said, " Do you know me, child t " 
And when the little prince replied, "No," 
he continued, " I am jour father, child; 
and it is not one of the least of my 
misfortunes that I have brought yon, 
And joar brothers and sisters, into the 
world to share my miseries." — While- 
locke, 259. 

From Maidenhead the royal children 
went to Caveraham, a quiet Tillage on 
the green banks of the Thames, and 
stayed there two days, mightily enjoying 
themselves the while. 
- During the king's detention at Hamp- 
ton Court, be was several times per- 
mitted to see them. On these occasions 
Cromwell was often present, and it is to 
be noted that he alone, of all the stern 
Puritan leaders, bent the knee to the 
sons and daughters of King Charles. A 
longer interval than usual having at one 
time occurred, the princess, it would 
appear, affectionately complained, and 
the king soothed her in these loving but 
guarded words : — 

"Dfliit Daughter,— This is to assure 
yon that it is not through forget fulness, 
or any want of kyudenes, that I have 
not, all this tyme, sent for yon, but for 
such reasons as is fitter for yon to imagen 
(which yon may easily doe), than me to 
wryte ; bat now I hope to see yon, upon 
Fryday or Saturday next, as your brother 
James can more particularly tell yon, to 
whom referring you, I rest your loving 
father, Charles ft." 

Equally tender in spirit is the follow- 
ing, written at a later period, but which 
may here be fitly introduced : — 

" D»AB DacOBTKB,— It is not want of 
affection that makes me write so seldome 
to yon, but want of matter such as I 
could wishe, and indeed I am loathe to 
write to those I love when I am ont of 
humors (as I have beene these dayes by 



past), least my letters should trohle those 
I desyre to please ; but having this op- 
portunity, I would not loose it, though, 
at this time, I have nothing to say, bnt 
God bless you. So 1 rest, your loving 
father, Cjurt.es E. 

" Give yonr brother my blessing with 
a kisse ; and comend me kyndly to my 
lady Northumberland by the same 
token."— EttutOrig, Lelteri, 2d series. 



The aspect of affairs was now so 
menacing, that the partizans of the 
royal family thought it advisable to 
remove the young Duke of York out of 
the reach of the parliament. The king, 
while at Hampton Court, had foreseen 
this would be necessary, and had 
led him, "when a fit opportunity 
offered, to make his escape beyond the 
seas." They were, at this period, resid- 
ing at St. James's, " where," says Clar- 
endon, " they had the liberty of the gar- 
den and park to walk and exercise them- 
selves in, and lords and ladies, and other 
persons of condition, were not restrained 
from resorting thither to visit them." 
One Colonel Barafield, " a man of an 
active and insinuating nature," availed 
himself of this permission to deviao 
means of escape, and the princess pro- 
viding the duke with female apparel, 
when joining, as they were wont to do, 
in "hide and seek,"— a favourite pas- 
time of their younger brother, the D nke 
of Gloucester, — he made his way on- 
perceived into the garden, and thenoe 
bj a private door into the park, where 
Colonel Bamfield met him, and con- 
ducted him to the river (April 21, 
164T). He afterwards reached Holland 

His escape caused considerable excite- 
ment, and the parliamentary proceedings 
in consequence are thus alluded to by 
Enshworth: — "April 22, 1647. A 
message came from the Lords to the 
Commons, desiring a conference in the 
Painted Chamber, concerning the escape 
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of the Duke of York but sight from St 
James's. At tliis conference report wee 
made that the dnke, with hia brother 
the Dnke of Gloucester, and hia deter 
the Lady Elizabeth, being sporting by 
tbemselves after supper, the duke pri- 
vately Blipt from 'em down the back 
rtairs, without either cloke or coat ; and 
having the key of the garden door, passed 
through the park, and so away. " 

Shortly afterwards, however, the royal 
children were intmated to the guardian- 
ship of the Countess of Leicester, much 
to the relief of the Earl of Northumber- 
land, whom nature had ill fitted to play 
the part of jailer. An allowance was 
made to the dnke of £2500 per annum, 
and a suitable number of attendants was 
appointed to wait upon them. They had 
previously been removed to Sion House, 
where they remained in a captivity but 
thinly disguised, until, on the fatal morn- 
ing of the 29th of January 1649, they 
were summoned to take their last fare- 
well of their martyr-father. 

Some lives are long, not from years 
hut events; the heart grows aged, and 
the mind matured, while the eyes are 
■till full of the light of youth. It was 
bo with the child-princess. She counted 
but thirteen summers, and yet she pos- 
sessed the intelligence, and, alas I had 
undergone the experience of a woman 
thrice as old. In simple bnt expressive 
language she recorded, during her impri- 
sonment at Cariabroohe, the particulars 
of this last sad interview between the 
children and the father, — an 
which the shadow of the coming death 
must have darkened unto their souls. 
This remarkable narrative runs in simple 
fashion, thns :— 

" What tht Icing laid to me 29tft of 

January iait, being ike last (i 

I had the happinai to see him. 

" He told me that he was glad I i 

come, for, though he had not time to aay 

much, yet somewhat he wished to say to 

me, which he could not to another, and 
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he had feared 'the cruelty' was too great 
permit his writing. ' Bnt, sweetheart, 
he added, ' thou wilt forget what I tell 
thee.' Thenaheddingabnndanceoftears, 
' told him that I would write down all 
he said to me. ' He wished me,' he said, 
not to grieve and torment myself for 
him, for it was a glorious death he should 
die, it being for the laws and religion of 
the land.' He told me what books to 
read against Popery. He said, that ' he 
"hia enemies, and he 
hoped God would forgive them also ;' 
and he commanded us, and all the rest of 
my brothers and sisters, to forgive them 
also. Above all, he bade me tell my 
mother that ' hia thoughts had nevei 
■trayed from her, and that bis love foi 
ler would be the same to the last;' 
ir i thai, he commanded me and my 
brother to love her, and be obedient to 
He desired me 'not to grieve for 
him, for he should die a martyr; and 
that he doubted not bnt God would 
the throne to his eon, and that 
then we should be all happier than we 
could possibly have been, if hs had lived ;' 
with many other things, which I cannot 
remember. 

" Then, taking my brother Gloucester 
on his knee, he said, ' Sweetheart, now 
will they cut off thy father's head ;' upon 
which the child looked very steadfastly 
upon him. ' Heed, my child, what I 
say.; they will cut off my head, and per- 
haps make thee a king. But mark what 
I say : you must not be a king aa long as 
yonr brothers Charles and James live; 
therefore, I charge you, do not be made 
a king by them.' At which the child, 
sighing deeply, replied, ' I wilt be torn 
in pieces first.' And these words coming 
from so young a child, rejoiced my father 
exceedingly ; and his majesty spoke to 
him of the welfare of hie soul, and to 
keep his religion, commanding him to 
fear God and he would provide for him. 
All which the young child earnestly pro- 

" His majesty also bid me send his 
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bleating to the rest of my brothers and 
sisters, with commendations to all bis 
friends. 80 after giving me his blessing, 
I took my leave." *— Rttiquia Sacra, 



Many kisses, many embraces— snob 
kisses, such embraces as Love on the 
threshold of the grave well ma; bestow 
upon the loved ones— the royal sire la- 
vished on his children, already fatherless 
in bis sad eyes. And then he called to 
good Bishop Juxon to lead them from 
him. They sobbed bitterly. The father- 
still a man, still a king— leant his head 
against the window, and strove to keep 
down his tears; but as they passed 
through the door, his eyes chanced to 
light upon them, and hastening from 
the window, he folded them in one last, 
long embrace, and pressed upon their lips 
his last, long kisses, and then— cast him- 
self upon his knees, and told his sorrow 
and his love to God! 

At this interview he gave to Elisaheth 
two seals, wherein were set two diamonds, 
and a yet more costly gift — a Bible, say- 
ing, "It had been bis great comfort and 
constant companion through all his sor- 
rows, and he hoped it would be hers." 
And it was hers: she died, with her pale 
cheek resting on its open page. 

After the elocution of King Charles, 
his children were removed to Ponshurst; 
thus adding another historio association 
to the home of Sir Philip Sidney. The 
allowance received from the parliament 
was now reduced to £1000 per annum 

* " He bad her remember to tell her 



lihop Laud's Book against Fisher, to sr 
er against Popery. '■— Rmhwvrth'i Callrr. 



each ; and their household was greatly 
curtailed. Orders were given "Uiatthey 
should be treated without any addition 
of titles, and that they should sit at their 
meat as the children of the family did, 
and all at one table." At Penshnrst 
they were carefully tended by the Coon- 
teas of Leicester— the mother of Algernon 
Sidney — who " observed the order of the 
parliament with obedience enough, and," 
says Clarendon, with a somewhat un- 
generous sneer, "treated tbem with aa 
much respect as the lady pretended she 
durst pay to tbem." 

While residing in this— "the fitting 
abode of the noble Sidneys "—the malady 
of the princess, which had lurked bo long 
in her feeble frame, rapidly grew upon 
her, necessitating the constant attend- 
ance of her physician, Dr. Treherae. 
Otherwise, her situation waa pleasant 
enough ; and, doubtlessly, to her culti- 
vated mind, the historic and poetic asso- 
ciations of " the ancient pile " which Ben 
Jonson bad celebrated in stately verse, 
had a constant charm. The massive 
oaken table, whereat she took her place 
" with the children of the family," had 
been graced with the presence of 
"the chivalrous author of the Arca- 
dia," — that virtuous Countess of Fern- 
broke, whom the poet's epitaph* has im- 
mortalized, — the amiable Edward VI., 
— the royal Elizabeth, — the magnificent 
Leicester, — Cecil, astute, unscrupulous, 
and able,— her grandfather, the pedantic 
James,— and " the martyr-king" him- 
self, while yet in his grave and deco- 
rous youth. There is still at Penshursta 
relic of the times of our ill-fated maiden 
Stuart. In the south court, on a very 
simple frame of wood, bangs a great bell, 
bearing an inscription in raised letters to 
this effect:— Robert, Earl of Leicater, 
at Peasharit, 1649. The princess and 
her brother probably witnessed the elo- 

• Underneath this marble hearse 
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ration of this hell, and heard its earliest 
tones swell over the old plessaunce, and 
Boat far away down the witters of the 

From " the brood beech and the chest- 
nut shade," from "the mount to which 
the Dryads did resort" [BeaJomon), the 
Princess Elisabeth,— her health being 
sufficiently restored, — sad her brother, 
were removed to Carlsbrooke Castle, in 
pursuance of an order made by the par- 
liament for the removal of "the two 
children of the late king, oat of the 
limits of the commonwealth." — Jour- 
nals, Tluust. of Common!. 

The; landed at Cowes on Thursday, 
the 13th of August 1660, haying left 
Perish urst On Friday, the 9th, ant 
reached Carisbrooke, after some delay, 
on Saturday, the 16th. The apartments 
allotted to them were elegantly furnished, 
Utd their charge was intrusted to Mr. 
Anthony Mildmay (see ante, p. 60}, who, 
according to royalist testimony, was "an 
honest and faithful gentleman." In at- 
tendance open them were Mr. Level, the 
young duke's tutor; John Barmiston, 
gentleman-usher ; Judith Briott, her 
gentlewoman ; Elizabeth Jones, her 
" laniidrie-mayde ; " and John Clarke, 
groom of her chamber. To add to their 
comforts, Mildmaysent to Penshurst for a 
large quantity of their father's household 
furniture; but probably it "did not ar- 
rive at its destination sufficiently early to 
afford any comfort to the princess."— 
Journal, British ArchaU. Auociatum, 
Sept. 1866. 

It is almost unnecessary to stats that 
there exists no foundation for Hume's 
assertion, that the leaders of the com- 
monwealth designed to apprentice the 
princess to a button-maker at Newport, 
and the yonng duke to a shoemaker. Re- 
ports to this effect, however, reached 

Parsonage 1dhj[ dwelt Dr. Hammond, one o 
Charles L'i chaplains, and nncle of Colon* 
Hammond, the Governor of Csriabrooke.- 



Quee: 



I Henrietta, and caused her much 
inesa. In the House of Commons, 
indeed, a debate arose on the question of 
providing for the maintenance of the 
royal captives, and Cromwell bluntly 
said, in that rough, vigorous way of bis, 
that "as to the yonng boy, it would be 
better to bind him to a good trade ; " but 
the parliament carried their severity no 
further than to enjoin that " no person 
should be allowed to kiss their hands, and 
that they should not be otherwise treat- 
ed than as the children of a gentleman." 
The confinement of the princess was of 
briefest Juration. On the Monday fol- 
lowing her admission Into Carisbrooke 
(August 19th), while playing at bowls, 
there fell a sudden shower, and the 
princess being of an infirm and debili- 
tated body, " it caused her to take cold, 
and the next day she complained of 
headache and feverish distemper, which 
by fits increased upon her ; and on the 
first three or four days she had the ad- 
ice of Dr. Bagnell, a worthy and able 
physician of Newport, and then care was 
taken by Dr. Treherne, in London, to 
send a physician and remedies of election 
[an astrological nostrum] to her. But 
itwithstanding the care of that honest 
and faithful gentleman, Anthony Mild- 
may, Esq., and all the art of her physi- 
ians, her disease grew upon her ; and, 
after many rare ejaculatory expressions, 
abundantly demonstrating her unparal- 
leled piety, to the eternal honour of her 
lemory, and the astonishment of 
those who waited on her, she took leave 
of the world on Sunday, the 8th Septem- 
ber 1660." 

The Pere Gamache, a capuchin at- 
tached to the court of Henrietta Maria, 
gives in his memoirs a somewhat dif- 
erent account of the last scenes of this 
sad drama, based, of coarse, upon the 
rumours which travelled from England, 
and accumulated in monstrosity on the 
The princess, then about twelve 









lived with an excellent ui 



derstanding, and justly appreciatini; her 
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high birth, vexed at being obliged to 
leave the royal residence of St Jamea, 
ma absorbed in melancholy tbonghts on 
approaching the castle to which she was 
doing. There she made many doleful re- 
flections, and they made anoh deep im- 
pression on her heart, and so heated her 
blood, that a violent fever ensued. It 
seemed at first that it wu too violent to 
last long, but the event proved otherwise; 
for the disorder kept increasing, resisted 
all remedies, and at length put an end to 
the life of the afflicted princess."— Court 
and Timet of Cfiarla I. According to 
Sir Theodore Mayerne, who was sum- 
moned to her assistance, bat did not 
reach the castle until after her decease, 
"she tiied of a malignant fever, whiob 
constantly increased, she being far dis- 
tent from physicians and remedies." 
Heath's account is somewhat more 
minute: "The princess Elisabeth, com- 
ing from bowls with her brother, the 
Duke of Gloucester, complained first of 
her head, and having lain sick a 
night, died. Little cars was there taken 
of her, the place affording no learned 
physician, yet Dr. Mayerne sent out 
some fitting cordials." But this accusa- 
tion, as we have shown, was incorrect, Drs. 
Bagnell and Treherne being in constant 
attendance upon her, and Sir Theodore 
Mayeme'e aid was immediately sought. 
The progress of her disease, however, an- 
ticipated his arrival. She expired in so- 
litude, sitting in her apartment at Ca- 
risbrooks, "her fair check resting on a 
Bible, which was the last gift of her 
murdered father, and which had been 
her only consolation in the las 
months of her life."— StruMaad. 

Prom a recent examination of her re- 
mains, it has been satisfactorily shown 
that the princess died of a disease just 
introduced into England, and compara- 
tively unknown to English practitioners, 
Rachitu or Rickett* To natural causes, 



therefore, and Tnot to the effects of a 
itic melancholy, must her early 
death be ascribed by tbe impartial his- 

The princess's body was first embalmed, 
and then carefully disposed of in a leaden 
coffin. It lay exposed to the sorrowing 
gaze of her attendants for some fourteen 
days, and on Wednesday, the 24th of 
September, "was brought (in a borrowed 

lach) from the castle to the town of 
Newport, attended thither with her few 
late servants. At the end of the town 
the corpse was met and waited on by 
the mayor and aldermen thereof in their 
formalities to the cbnrch, where, about 
the middle of the east part of the chancel 
in St. Thomas's Chapel, her highness was 
interred in a small vault purposely made, 
with an inscription of the date of her 
death engraved on her coffin." Quaint 
old Poller, who has preserved this simple 
narrative, makes thereupon a charac- 
teristic comment : "The hawks of Nor- 
way, where a winter's day is hardly an 
hour of clear light, are the swiftest of 
wing of any fowl under the firmament, 
nature teaching them to bestir them- 
selves, to lengthen the shortness of the 
time with their swiftness. Such the 
active piety of this lady, improving the 
little life allotted to her 'in running the 
way of Sod's commandments.'" 

The coffin was made of strong lead, 
ridged in the middle. On the lid was 
placed a brass plate, with tbe inscrip- 
tion,— 

. "Xusabeth, Second Davghtcr 



It was interred in the middle of the 
east part of the chancel, and the letters, 
E. S., were cut in the adjacent wall- 
But, in the course of time, the vault and 
its memorable occupant were forgotten, 
until, in Oct 1793, some workmen em- 
ployed in opening a new grave discovered 
the coffin. 

"In order that the spot might not be 



it, Google 



HIBT0B1CAL SUMMARY. 



67 



•gain overlooked, a plate with a simple 
inscription was placed on the atone cover- 
ing Of the vault, and advantage was lakes 
of the opportunity to remove from the 
wall of the church-yard, where it had long 
administered a silent, but potent rebuke 
of the then very prevalent practice of 
burying in the church, a, tablet bear- 
ing the following singular inscription : 
' Here lyeth y" bod; of Mister George 
Shergold, late minister of New Fort, 
who, during sixteen years in discharge of 
his office, strictly observed j* trae disci- 
pline of J* Church of England, disliking 
that dead bodies should be interred in 



Qod's house, appointed to be interred in 
this place. He died, universally lamented 
and esteemed, January niii., 1707/ 
This old inscription being placed with 
the face to the stone, and economically 
supplying, by the reverse, the tablet for 
tho more interesting record/'— Journal, 
Brit. Arch. Anociation, Sept. 1856. 

When the new Church of St Thomas 
was erected in 1856, die princess's re- 
mains were therein interred, and a grace- 
ful monument, with a graceful inscrip- 
tion (see pott), was raised within its 
walls to the daughter of the Stuart by 
her Majesty the Queen. 



SECTION I.— A SUMMARY FKOM 1651 TO 1876. 



Carisbrooke, during the common- 
wealth, was the prison of many 
*.c. gallant cavaliers and independent 
1651. spirits, whose loyalty rendered 



them 



> the i 



powers, but none of these is it needful 
we should notice. At Cowes Castle, 
however, was confined a poet, a wit, a 
soldier, and a man of letters — Sir William 
D'Avenant, the godson— by scandal said 
to be the son— of William Sbakspeure. 

While imprisoned at Cowes, and 
awaiting trial on a charge of high trea- 
son, he finished the first portion of his 
great poem, " Gondibert," of which a 
brother poet warmly sang :— 



He says, in the posteript to the first 
edition, " I am here arrived at the 
middle of the third book. Bnt it is high 
time to strike sail and cast anchor, 
though J have run but half my course, 
when at the helm I am threatened with 
death, who, though he can visit us but 
once, seems troublesome ; sud even in the 
innocent may beget such a gravity as 
diverts the music of verse." It is plea- 
sant, however, to know that after his re- 



moval from Cowes to the Tower, to be 
tried, his life was saved by the good 
offices of two aldermen of York whom 
he had once obliged, and that he lived to 
interfere, in his turn, on Milton's behalf 
with Charles II. He has been character- 
ized by the elder D 'Israeli as "a poet and 
a nit, the creator of the English stare 
with the music of Italy and the scenery of 
France, a soldier, an emigrant, a courtier, 
snil a politician I " Aubrey, in bis own 
quaint fashion, describes the circum- 
stances which led to D'Avenant's im- 
prisonment. The anecdote is worth 
extracting: "He laid an ingenious de- 
sign to carry a considerable number of 
artificers, chiefly weavers, from France 
to Virginia, and by Mary the queen- 
mother's means he got favour from the 
King of France to go into the prison and 
pick and choose; so when the poor 
wretches understood what his design 
was, they cried, uno ore, ' Tout Tiiser- 






all i 



Well, be 



took thirty-six, as I remember, and not 
more, and shipped them ; and as he was 
on his voyage to Virginia, be and his 
weavers were all taken by the ships then 
belonging to the parliament of England. 
The French slaves, I suppose, they sold, 
but Sir William was brought prisoner to 
England. Whether be was at first a 



* Google 



HISTORICAL HUHXABT. 



prisoner at Carisbrooke Castle,* in the 
tale of Wight, or at the Tower of London, 
I hare forgotten. Q e was a prisoner at 
both. His ' Gonilibert ' was finished at 

Carisbrooke Castle." 



When Charles II. was welcomed back 
to the throne he was so soon to 
A.D. disgrace, the old things passed 
1660. away with a wonderful celerity, 
and dashing cavaliers speedily 
usurped the Beats of fltern-browed Puri- 
tans. Colonel Sydenham, therefore, was 
compelled to qnit his island-captaincy, 
and Lord Culpeper "reigned in Ms 
stead." 

1. Thomat, Lord Culpeper <A.D. 1660), 
had been of some service to the Royalist 
cause, and was a gallant, but imperious 
aoldier, better fitted to shine in the arts 
of war than in those of peace. His 
government was «o excessively unpopular 
from its arbitrary character, that the 
islanders appealed to the king for re- 
dress, bnt obtained scant satisfaction 
from Lord Clarendon. Their principal 
grounds of complaint were — that he had 
enclosed a considerable portion of Park- 
hurst Forest, imprisoned several loyal 
subjects in " a noisome dungeon " in 
Carisbrooke Castle, neglected the de- 
fences of the island, and assumed the 
title of "governor" in addition to that 
of "captain." They alao remonstrated, 
and with justice, against the piratical 
doings of hia kinsman and deputy, Cap- 
tain Alexander Culpeper, who plundered 
foreign vessels which put into " the 
Cowes" in distress, and committed other 
enormities recorded in the MS. history 
treasured up in the British Museum. 

Though ahielded by Lord Clarendon, 
the cavalier-captain of the Wight deemed 
it adviaabls to surrender bis appoint- 
ment, and was succeeded — much to the 



joy of the islanders — bj the famous sea- 

2. Admiral Sir Robert IfoJma (i-B. 
1667), whose rise in the service bad bees 
as rapid as his courage and Bkill were 
eminent. In 1661 we first bear of him 
as the commodore of a small squadron of 
four frigates despatched to the African 
coast to make reprisals on the Dutch, at 
expedition in which he was completely 
successful. Two years later, as captain 
of the Jertty, a 50-gon ship, he was 
again on the coast of Africa, and cap- 
tured Goree.* He next reduced Cape 
Corse Island {a.d. 1664), and sailing 
to America, joined Sir Robert Carr't 
squadron, and subdued the Dutch settle- 
ment of New York. 

His successes gained him the appoint- 
ment of captain to a fine new vessel, the 
Dfltance, of 66 gnns, and on its launcn 
at Woolwich he received the honour of 
knighthood from his royal patron, 
Charles II., who was present (OT> 
March, 1665). In the two great naval 
actions with the Dutch, which illustrate 
with a lurid splendour the dark pages of 
Charles II. "s reign (June 8, 1865, sod 
June 25, 1G66), he bore himself as be- 
came an English seaman, and won 
"golden opinions" from his country- 
He was selected hj Albemarle to com- 
mand the squadron destined to operate 
on the Dutch coast, and with a squadron 
of boats and fire-shipa entering l&* 
channel (between the islands of Vlieend 
Schelling), where lay the Baltic fleet in 
fancied security, he achieved a most 
brilliant success — burning two men-of- 
war, 180 merchantmen, and the town of 
Brandaris, with a loss of only twelve meo 
killed and wounded. — Chamoci, ft*" 
graphia A'avali*. 

• Dryflon tays of Dim In the Annul #»» 
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Sir Eobcrt Holmes was now appointed 
commander- in-chief of the Portsmouth 
squadron (answering to the modern 
dignity of port-admiral), and appointed 
to the vacant governorship of the Isle of 
Wight.* He immediately took op his 
residence in the island, building himself 
a stately mansion at Yarmouth + (then a 
strongly - fortified and well- garrisoned 
town, approached from the east by a 
draw-bridge). Here, in July 1871, he 
entertained King Charles, the Duke of 
Tork, Prince Enpert, and a brilliant 
company; and again in 1675 he was 
honoured by a royal progress. The 
Dnke of Tork visited him in 1673. 

He acquired great popularity in his 
government from bis zeal in furthering 
the interests of the island. His deputy- 
governor was the Sir Edward Worsley 
who so loyally served King Charles I. 
during hie imprisonment at Carisbrooke. 

Sir Robert Holmes died at Yarmouth, 
full of years and honours, on the 18th 
November 1692. He was bnried in Yar- 
mouth Church, and a splendid monu- 
ment erected to his memory by bis 

3. John, Lord Calls (A.D. 1693), was 
appointed governor in the year after Sir 
Robert's death. During the interval, it 
would seem from the inscription on the 
monument in the church of Yarmouth, 
that Henry Holmes, Sir Robert's eldest 
sou, administered the affairs of the 

Lord Cutts was of an ancient Cam- 
bridgeshire family; bad been liberally 
educated ; was a polished scholar, and a 
most daring soldier. In the Irish and 
Flanders campaigns of King William 
his heroic bravery was frequently dis- 
played, and raised him, step by step, to 
the rank of lieutenant-general and the 
colonelcy of the Coldstream Guards, 
In the camp, where he spent the prime 



f bis years, ha acquired an imperious- 
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which, when brought to bear upon his 
administration of the government of the 
Wight, involved him in ceaseless con- 
flicts, and rendered him singularly on- 
popular. He interfered in the manage- 
ment of the corporations, disfranchised 
several burgesses of Newtown, threw a 
clergyman into the dungeon of Coves 
Castle, and raised a feud between him- 
self and the island gentry that promised 
to result in serious consequences. 

Lord Cutts, however, had the frank 
heart as well as the rough hand of the 
soldier, and perceiving the difficulties in 
which he was involved, had the candour 
to withdraw his more objectionable pre- 
tensions. The gentry of the island were 
equally ready to lay down their arms ; 
and in March 1697, a solemn pact or 
treaty was concluded between the gover- 
nor and his subjects at Appuldurcombe 
(the seat of Sir Robert Worsley), which 
proved the commencement of a lasting 
peace. Lord Cutts grew excessively 
popular, and maintained a splendid 
hospitality. And at Carisbrooke Castle, 
already falling into pitiful decay, be 
caused to be repaired and refitted the 
governor's apartments. 

This gallant soldier, whose bravery at 
the siege of Kamur is historically famous, 
served under Marlborough in the glorious 
campaign of 1704, and on the Geld of 
Blenheim commanded a brigade of in- 
fantry. His successful attack upon the 
village of Blenheim greatly contributed 
to the completeness of that splendid 

For his services he was appointed 
Commander-in-Chief of the Forces, and 
one of the Lords Justices of Ireland; 
where he died, while yet in the prime of 
manhood, in 1706. 

i. A civilian was selected to succeed 
the brilliant soldier in his island-govern- 
ment,— Charles, Duke of Bolton (then 
Marquis of Winchester), a knight of the 
Barter, Warden of the New Forest, and 
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Lord- Lieutenant of Hampshire and Dor- 
setshire; and, in 1703, one of the com- 
missioners for negotiating the union be- 
tween England and Scotland. As he 
was, emphatically, "an absentee," a 
Lieutenant-Governor was now formally 
appointed. Colonel Morgan waa the first 
to fill the office, at a salary of £366 per 

6. In 1710 the Duke of Bolton re- 
tired, and John Richmond Webb, Lieu- 
tenant- General and Colonel of Foot, one 
of the soldiers of fortune, bred up by 
William III. and the great Marl- 
borough, who fought gallantly at Blen- 
heim, and defeated La Mothe at Wynen- 
dale, was appointed to the governorship. 
He was superseded, in 1715, by — 

6. William, Earl Cadogan, whose ser- 
vices form a portion of British history, 
and need not here be recapitulated. A 
brother soldier of Cutts and Webb, he 
■bared with honour in almost all the 
campaigns in Flanders and the Nether- 
lands. At Oudenarde and Malplaquet 
he specially distinguished himself. On 
the death of Marlborough in 1722, he 
succeeded to his dignities as Commander- 
in-Chief, and Master General of the Ord- 
nance. He died in August 1726. 

7. Charla, Duke of BoUon, held the 
governorship, rapidly becoming a sine- 
cure, until 1733, when opposing the ex- 
cise scheme of Walpole, he was forced by 
that powerful minister to resign all his 
offices, and the governorship was be- 
stowed on a more tractable peer. 

8. John, Duke of Montague, whose 
reign was a very brief one, inasmuch as 
in July 1734 he surrendered his appoint 

9. John Wallop, Lord Viieouni Lym- 
ingion, was forced tD resign the governor- 
ship, and Tics -admiralty of the island, 
in July 1742, on the fall of Walpole, 
whose cause he had espoused. Be was, 
however, rewarded by George II. with 
the earldom of Portsmouth, and reap- 
pointed to the governorship of the Isle of 
Wight, in 1716, on the ditmiual of— 



10. Charla, Duke of Bolton, who hat 
enjoyed it for three years. 

11. After the death of the Bar! of 
Portsmouth, aged 72, on November 23, 
1762, the government of the island, for 
a brief interval, was administered by Hit 
lieutenant-governor. Thomat, Lord 
Holma, Baron Kilmallock of the king- 
dom of Ireland, was appointed to the poet 
in April 1763. Lord Holmes was the son 
of Henry Holmes, formerly lieutenant- 
governor of the island, and Mary, 
daughter of Admiral Sir Robert Holmes 
He was bom in 1689, and died, without 
issue, intl764. During his yearlong 
governorship he chiefly resided in the 
island, where he was well beloved. " 
was wont, it ia said, to entertain 1 
friends in two caverns in the cliffs of 
Freshwater, still traditionally known 
as Lord Holmes's parlour and Lord, 
Helmet's kitchen, 

12. He waa succeeded by Hani So*- 
ley, Esq., a Lord of the Admiralty, and a 
gentleman of considerable property, who 
built, and splendidly fitted up, a cottage 
ornee at Stesphill. The sad tale of bia 
daughter's early fate is alluded to by the 
poet Thomson in the second book of 
" The Seasons."'' 

13. Harm Powlett, Duke of Bo/to*. 
superseded Mr. Hans Stanley in 176G, 
and was in his turn superseded by sir. 
Stanley in 1770, who held it until his de- 
cease in 1780. The House of Industry 
at Parkhurst, a species of prototype of 
themodern Poor Law Union, was founded, 
we may here notice, in 1770. 

14. SirJ&ehard Woriley, Bart., Comp- 
troller of the Royal Household, and s 
Privy Councillor, descended from one of 
the most influential of the old isJaad 
families, and possessing large estates Jl 
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Appnldnreombe and St. Lawrence, wis 
next appointed. To his industry and 
research we are indebted fqr a ponder- 
ous, but very valuable histoty of the 
island, published in 1762, and dedicated 
to King George III. He was removed 
from the government in 1782, and the 
Duke of Bolton re-appointed. 

15. In. 1791 the office was bestowed 
npon the Right Honourable Thomat 
Orde, in whose patent it was first pro- 
vided that the appointments to the mili- 
tary commands of Yarmouth, Cowes, 
and Sandown, should be vested in the 
Crown. Mr. Orde built a house at Fern 
HiH, near Wootton, where he frequently 
resided. In 1795 he assumed the arms 
and name of Powlett, on succeeding, in 
right of bis wife (a natural daughter of 
tbe last Duke of Bolton) to large estates; 
and, in 1797, he was elevated to the 
peerage with the title of Lord Bolton, of 
Bolton Abbey, Yorkshire. He is spoken 
ff as" a man of very powerful talents, 
great industry in business, extensive po- 
litical knowledge, and many amiable 
moral qualities." — Colitns. 

16. John Harris, first Earl of Mai- 
ntebwry, a distinguished English diplo- 



matist. Ambassador to the Court* of 
Paris and St. Petersburgh, was ap- 
pointed August 32, 1 807. 

17. The Right Bon. W. H. Ashe 
A'Court Bolma, Earl of Begteibwy 
(d. I860), formerly Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, received the appointment in 
1811, on the understanding that the sa- 
lary previously attaching to it (about 
£1300) would no longer be allowed. He 
resigned it in 18E7, when tbe honour was 
conferred npon — 

18. Cftoriei Shaw Ltfevre, Viiamnt 
Evcrsley. This distinguished statesman 
was born in Bedford Square, in 1794; 
was educated at 'Winchester, and after- 
wards at Trinity College, Cambridge, 
where he graduated aa Master of A rts in 
1817. In the same year ha married 
Helena, youngest daughter of the late 
S. Whitbread, Esq., and shortly after- 
wards entered parliament. 

From 1839 to 1857 he held the high 
office of Speaker of the House of Com- 
mons, and discharged its responsible and 
sometimes difficult duties with a dignity 
and courtesy which won him "golden 
opinions" aa well from his friends aa hi* 
political opponents. 



and Captain of the III* of Wight. 
Bight Hon. the Viscount Eversley, G.C.B., P.C. 

Member of Parliament for the Idand—A.. B. Baillie Cochrane, Esq. 
(1876) Registered electors, 4435. 

Member of Parliament for Siapori— Charles Cavendish Clifford, Ssq, 
(1876) Registered electors, 1211. 

Coroner for the Inland-?. Blake, Esq. 
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PART II. 
A DESCRIPTION OF THE ISLE OF WIGHT; 

ITH 

TOWNS, VILLAGES, MANSIONS, AND ANTIQUITIES. 
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EAST AID VEST CO WEB. 



Tri tourist may enter the Isle of Wight 

either at Eydo via Portsmouth, at Cowee 
via Portsmouth or Southampton, or at 
Yarmouth via Lyraington. The first ia 
the most popular ; but the Cowea route, 
as the most central, ia, perhaps, the 
most convenient for the tourist who in- 
tends to examine the island thoroughly, 
and does not visit it simply pour passer 
It tempi during the season which fashion 
loves to spend at the sea-side. The 
passage from Portsmouth to West Coves 
is made through Spithead, where some 
of our ironclads may generally he seen; 
thence past the front of Osborne House 
and Norris Oastle, with their beautiful 
and picturesque surroundings: making 
it on a fine day a most enjoyable trip. 

The passage from Southampton, the 
fable-city of Sir Bevis, to West Cowea, 
occupies about an hour, and on a bright 
summer noon is not without a certain 
agreeable character. The banks of 
Southampton water are beautiful with 
associations of "antique verse and high 
romance^" aQ d as the rapid Teasel bears 
him past the ruins of Netley, Hytlie, 
Calshot Castle, and Eaglehnrst, the tra- 
veller will not fail to recall historic me- 
mories and legendary fancies which will 
pleasantly beguile the time. As be 



approaches the month of the Medina, he 
will observe with pleasure the pictur- 
esque aspect of its banks, crowned by 
the gardens, and villas, and winding 
streets of the two Cowes, — 

Bach of the sister-towns stands on a 
gently-sloping hill, well surrounded with 
freah green foliage. In the background 
of East Cowes rise the Palladian towers 
ofOsbornc. Therirer is always thronged 
with vessels of different sites and rigging. 
The shore is busy with shipwrights, and 
crowded with the skeletons of unfinished 
craft. Altogether, a picture of varied 
and animated life. 

(Rotili — Marine, Fountain, Gloucester, 
Vine. Dolphin, Qlobo ; Stcamm, forSouth- 
ampton, or Brde and Portsmouth ; Itaii- 
icay to Newport, and (projected) to Fresh- 
Is a town of considerable antiquity, and 
has always heen the chief port of the 
island. In the daya of Elizabeth and 
the earlier Stuarts, its harbour was con- 
stantly frequented by English and foreign 
masts. " Prizes and men-of-war, which 
gave great rates for its commodities."— 
Sir /. Ogtander, AfSS. 
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1. Wet CW», in 1871, hid a. popu. 
Ution of 5730, now increased to about 
6000. In 1811 it had a population 
of just 4107. Against 811 inhabited 
houses, and 70 uninhabited, in 1861, it 
could place, twenty yean latex, 1123 in- 
habited houses, and 80 uninhabited. It 
ia included in the pariah of Northwood 
{pop. 7371), and, for municipal purposes, 
in the borough of Newport. Its govern- 
ment is in the bands of a local board, 
annually elected by the rate-payers, 
under the provisions of the " Health of 
Towns" Act. 

2. Comet Harbour is an estuary formed 
by the junction of the Medina, here half 
a mile wide, with the Solent. It ia com' 
modioue, sheltered, and capable of ad- 
mitting vessels of heavy tonnage. Dur- 
ing the yachting season (May to Novem- 
ber) it ia the favourite rendezvous of the 
yacht dabs of the south of England, and 
then presents a peculiarly attractive 
aspect. The customs levied here in 
1365 amounted to £3199. 805 vessels 
entered xnwardi, having an aggregate 
tonnage of 57,161; while 266 vessels, re- 
presenting 11,159 tans, cleared out- 
wards. In 1868 the number of vessels 
registered as belonging to the port was 
215, of 10,992 tons ; in 1846 there were 
only 171 (of 8357 tons), so that the in- 
crease is eminently satisfactory. A new 
pier was constructed in 1867 opposite 
Gloucester House. 

3. West Coma Cattle was one of the 
circular forts built by Henry VIII., 
about 1538-9, for the defence of the 
southern coast. lbs materials wen 
brought across the Solent from (be mint 
of Beaulieu Priory; so that the spoils of 
the Church furnished the arms by which 
the Pope and his allies were to be defied. 
During the Commonwealth and Protec- 
torate, it was much used as a prison, 
and here D'Arenant, the poet, dramatist, 
and father of Engiiah Opera, was con- 
fined in 1661, and wrote a portion of his 
epic of " G ondibert. " Its inutility as a 
fortress having become apparent after 



the formation of the stronger defences at 
Hurst and Yarmouth, it was sold by the 
Government, in 1856-7. to the Koyal 
Yacht Club, who repaired and refitted 
it at considerable expense, and now em- 
ploy its miniature battery for peaceful 
ceremonials. 

i. The Royal Yacht Club, to which, 
undoubtedly, the town owes much of its 
prosperity, was founded in June 1816. 
It includes 235 members, and on its lists 
are enrolled about 120 yachts, employing 
1500 seamen, with an aggregate of 
18,000 tone. The entrance fee ia £15, 
16s.; the annual subscription £8. Nu 
yachts under 10 tons are enrolled in 
the club. The annual regatta, one of 
"the sights" of the season, usually takes 
place the third week in August, and 
receives the pstronage of the Queen and 
the Boyal Family. A plate of 100 
guineas is given by her Majesty. The 
club is entitled to carry the St. George's 
ensign. The yachting season extends 
from May 1st to November lBt 

5. The Dockyard and Shipbuilding 
BttaUvhment of the Messrs. White, first 
established in 1815, has attained a world- 
wide reputation, having contributed ap- 
proved vessels to almost every foreign 
navy, as well as to our own. Many of 
our swiftest yachts have been launched 
at these yards, where the Messrs. White 
employ throughout the year nearly 100 

6. The Streets of Cowea are mostly 
narrow and hilly, with few large shops 
or good houses. But the environs are 
very beautiful, and crowded with plea- 
sant villa-gardens; and near the castla 
there is one good row of houses, built by 
the late Sir Charles Fellows, and ap- 
propriately named the Marine Parade. 
A pleasant promenade has been laid out, 
and a handsome fountain erected, at the 
expense of Mr. Q. B. Stephenson, the emi- 
nent engineer. The bathing here is very 
good, from the excellence of the beach, 
and was famous even in 1760, when an 
enthusiastic rhymster exclaimed,— 
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West Cores has not given birth to an j 
literary or artistic celebrity. Almost the 
only associations of this kind which it 
enjoys are connected with the residence, 
in 1796, at the house of a snrgeon named 
Lynn, of Morlnnd the painter, who pro- 
duced here some of his cabinet pictures ; 
and the memory of the late eminent anti- 
quary and traveller, Sir Charles Fellowa, 
who died at hie seat near the town. 

7. There are two places of worship in 
the town, connected with tbe Church of 
England, — tfiarf Coma Church, remark- 
able as one of the few churches erected 
during the Commonwealth, bat entirely 
rebuil*n 1867, ami consecrated by Bishop 
Donglaa of Bombay in 1S8B; and the 
Church trf the ilrAij Trinity, which occu- 
pies a prominent situation on the West 
Cliff, and was improved tome years ago 
by tbe addition of a new chancel. 

T here atan d a Roman Catholic Church in 
Cartel Lane; a Waieyan Church, Medina 
&ta&;w\IndtpcndtritVkurch,SanK\\\. 
The A tkenamn is a well-conducted liter- 
ary society. 

BUH'IOUTKB. 

In laying down these day-jonrneys 



o poinl 



a the 



tourist all the fair nooks and "anglt 
of this isle," that lie ont of the beaten 
guide-book-track, as well as the show- 
pieces and tame lions which are the pecu- 
liar property of eicnrsioniBta, and " the 
flymen" in whom the; generally con- 
fide, a. Along the Parade to Egypt (a 
villa, seated on tbe most northern point 
of the island), and thence by Debonme 
and Gurnard Farm to Gurnard Bay 
(where Charles II. landed in 1671, on a 
visit to the governor of the island). 
Southward, past Bew Street (notice 
traces of ancient Celtic- Romano. Boad), 
to Mark's Corner ; then into the Hew- 
port Road, and homeward to Cowes along 
the river-bank. 6. By the bank of the 
Medina to Newport, 6 miles, passing 



Northwood Church, sad (about ■ mil* 
from Newport) Parkhurst Prison, Bar- 
racks, and House of Industry. Return 
through the forest, by the Signal Staff 
Mark's Cross, reversing tbe order of 
sub-route a, c. Through Fiddler's 
Green, and Cockleton, keeping on the- 
akirts of the forest, to Sbatteet, G miles, 
and then, by road On the right, to New- 
town, 1) mils. Return by Clamerkin'i 
Ford and Coleman's Farm, crossing Uic 
son th- western angle of the Forest to 
Hedge Comer, reaching the Newport 
Boad near the Parkhurst Reformatory. 
By the high road back to Cowes. d. 
Through the forest to Boweombe Down 
(notice barrows and traces of Roman 
road), to Uarisbrooke Castle, returning 
Newport, t. Cross the river by the 
ferry to East Cowes, and passing Osborne, 
take a bridle road through the royal 

■a from Barton to Wootton Church. 

rod the hill to Wootton Bridge (a 
causeway over a considerable creek), and 
through Qnarr Wood and Binstead into 
Byde, 7 miles. Return by the main 
road to Newport, and back to Cowes via 
Parkhurst. /. From Cowes to North- 
wood, and via Parkhurst to Newport. 
Through the town, and take the right 
bank of the Medina, passing Fairlie 
(notice the ancient house and fine glimpses 
of well-wooded country), to Whipping- 
ham, a quiet village with an interesting 
church ; and eta Bast Cowes, across the 

( OOW1S (ABOISKTLT SHAW BLOU>). 

Straggles along the left bank of the 
river, and up a tolerably steep bill, 
where it forms a collection of elegant 
villas, called East Cowes Park,— the on- 
fortunate speculation of an Enterprising 
builder, who relied too confidently on 
the attractions of its proximity to Os- 
borne. From the summit may be en- 
joyed a panorama of exquisite beauty, 
—the mouth of the river with its nu- 
merous masts, the town of West Cowes 
rising in a succession of terraces among 
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leafy trees, the green landscapes beyond, 
the foliage of the Now Forest, and the 
ripples of Southampton Water. About 
30 acres were here arranged with taste 
and effect as a botanic garden. The park 
itself covered nearly 160 acres. The wood 
ascending the hill debouches, if ve may 
use the term, opposite the principal en- 
trance to Osborne, — a picturesque arch- 
way with handsome iron gates. Observe, 
too, the entrance to Bast Cowes Castle, 
apparently intended as an imitation or a 
rival of that of Osborne. 

Of the castle erected by Henry Till., 
from the ruins of a religious houaeat Bast 
Tnamblord, not a vestige exists.* It is 
referred to by Leland j " Ther be two 
new castelles aette up and fumishid at 
the mouth of Newporte ; that is the only 
haven in Wight* to be spoken of. That 
that is sctte up on the este side of the 
bavin, is eanllid the Est Cow ; and 
that is sette up at the west syde is ci 
the West Cow, and is the bigger castelle 
of the two." 

1. Stat Coat* Chapd, dedicated to Bt. 
James, (perpetual enrate, Hev. W. Y. 
Hennab, 1839 ; chapelry to Whipping- 
bam Rectory ; income £135), a plain, un- 
interesting building with a square tower. 
There are, also, places of worship in con- 
nection with the chief dissenting deno- 

2. The Trinity Bourn has here a dis- 
trict station, with a rather handsome 
frontage. The Queen's private landing- 
place is approached through it 

3. Population of East Cowea, in 1765, 
800; in 1851, 1440; and in 1871, 2053. 
The chief hotel (well situated on the bank 
of the river, with a fine view), is the Matt 
Medina. 

There Is much pleasant rambling to 



be enjoyed in the neighbourhood, which 
is tbiokly wooded, and alternates agree- 
ably between bill and dale,— the river, 
from many points, producing a charm- 
ing effect, a. From East Cowes through 
Barton, 1$ mile, to Wootton Bridge, 
2 miles, and thence to the venerable 
ruins of Quarr Abbey, 2 miles, return- 
iug through Wootton to Whippingham, 
a miles, will offer a most attractive 
day's journey. 6. Or by the river side 
to Newport, 4 miles, passing a little inn 
where oysters may be enjoyed, fresh from 
their " bods" in the Medina, and through 
Newport to Carisbrooke, 1 mile, thence 
returning by way of Northwood and 
West Cowes, about B miles. "The 
rambler may very well keep beside the 
river to Whippingham, occasionally as- 
cending the uplands ; and if he be a lover 
of river scenery, he will not regret the 
devious course it has ted him. Ths 
broad sweep of the stream stretches 
before you in bold sweeping curves, its 
clear green water curling into light rip- 
ples, and reflecting in long tremulous lines 
the white sails that are gliding rapidly 
along ; on each side are fine hanging 
woods, or slopes of 'glad light green ;' 
in front the view is bounded by softly 
swelling uplands, or when a turn in the 
riath brings into sight the broad opening 
where the river falls into the sea, by the 
silver Solent, and the hazy coast beyond." 
— Knight, e. A boat voyage op the 
Medina, taking care to start just before 
high water so as to secure each way the 
advantage of the tide, is very enjoyable. 
J. Prom Cowes, through Wootton and 
Binstead, adopting the foot path that 
passes Quarr Abbey, to Rjde (6 miles), 
and back, will give the pedestrian a day's 
experience of the finest scenery of this 
part of the island. 



ir totally demolished; 



NorOneood is the name of a village and 
parish in the West Medina liberty of the 
Isle of Wight. The parish is bounded 
north and north-west by the sea; west 
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bj Calbourne pariah ; sooth by Sbalfleet 
parish, and part of Parkhurat Forest. 
Contains (including West Cowea) 5122 
acres; 121T inhabited houses, 88 unin- 
habited, and S building. Population in 
1801, 2771 (1318 males + 1153 females); 
in 1811, 3325 (1698 males + 1727 fe- 
males); in 1821, 8579 (1703males + 1876 
females); in 1831, 4191 (2097 males + 
2394 females); in 1811, 5H7 (2377 males 
+ 2760 females); in 1851, 6019 (31SG 
males + 2894 females) ; aod in 1871, 
7374, with 1310 inhabited houses. 

The church, dedicated to St. John the 
Baptist, was a chapel of ease to Caris. 
brooke until the reign of Henry Till. 
(a.i>. 1615), when parochial privileges 
were granted to it In its vicinity, prior 
to the time of the great destroyer, Henry 
VIII., stood a email religious bouse of 
" Brothers and Sisters of the fraternity 
of John the Baptist in the church of 
Horthwood ; " but not a trace of it is 
now discernible, nor is anything known 
of its history. 

Gurnard Bag, a small cove with pleas- 
antly-wooded banks, is well worth a 
visit. The view of the Hampshire coast, 
and the month of the Beaulieu River, of 
the bold reach of lbs Solent, and the dis- 
tant western heights of the island, is 
full of variety and interest "Between 
Rue Street and Thornsy is a small farm 
called Whipptnce, which deserves some 
notice, from its being finely shaded by a 
considerable range of tall elms, that are 
so disposed as to form a rich boundary 
to a wide and semi-circular lawn, which 
gradually descends from the farm-house 
towards the shore. "—Wffndftam. Thor- 
neit has also the charm of leanness, and 
of an extensive range of wood and water. 
From the sea Gurnard Bay offers a de- 
lightful prospect. Roman ruins have 
been recently found here." 



• It is the traditional sib 
which the tin in brought b 



Whippingkam is a pariah and village 
in the Bast Medina liberty, evidently so 
named from its original Saxon holders,— 
the Wepingas' Aunt, or home. Called 
WipingAam in Domesday Book, The 
parish is bounded, east by Wootton, wot 
by the Modina, south by Aire ton, and 
north by the Solent, as far as King's 
Quay. Contains 5208 acres; and (in 
1871) 755 inhabited houses. The popu. 
lation was 3730, against 3915 in 1861. 

Whippingham church stands on s 
gentle eminence j ust above the river, its 
tower forming a prominent landmark to 
all the country-side. Near it is the New 
Cemetery, which has been arranged with 
much taste, and contains soma interest' 

The present building was erected at 
the cost of the Queen and the late 
Prince Consort, from the designs of Mr. 
A. J. Humbert. The first stone was 
laid by the Queen, May 23, 1860. Ths 
style is Norman. The stained glass 
windows are of good design and colour, 
and the decorations in admirable taste ; 
but the most notable feature is Theedi 
marble monument to the Prince Consort, 
bearing the following inscription : — " To 
the beloved memory of Francis Albert 
Charles Augustus Emmanuel, Prince 
Consort, who departed this life Decem- 
ber 14, 1861, in hia 43rd year. This 
monument is placed in the church erected, 
under his directions, by his broken- 
hearted and devoted widow. Queen Vic- 
toria, 1861." There is also a memorial 
to Dr. Arnold's father. 

Whippingham is a rectory, valued in 
the Clergy List at £757, occupied by the 
Eev. Canon Frothero, B.D., one of the 
Queen's chaplains, appointed in 1857. 
The parsonage commands a beautiful anil 
extensive landscape. It was rebuilt, or 
modified, by Dr. Kidley, Lord Eldon's 
brother-in-law, and Dr. Hook, Bean of 
Worcester, son of the once popular 
musical composer, and brother of Theo- 
dore Hook, of pleasant memory. 
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Barton, or Barton, is an ancient 
manor, now forming a portion of the 
royal demesne of Osborne, between which 
and King's Key it lies. After the con- 
quest it belonged to the Fits Stars, 
whose heiress, iu the reign of Hear; 
III., married Walter de Insula. Shortly 
afterwards (i.D. 1232) John de Insula, 
Sector of Shalfleet, and Peter de Winton, 
Rector of (rodshill, founded hers a reli- 
gious house, and liberally endowed it, 
it lo the Holy Trinity. The 
a and regulations of the so- 
ciety, which consisted of an arch-priest, 
fi™ other priests, ami a clerk, are pre- 
served in the Winchester registers U.n. 
12o9), and are exceedingly curious :— 

" 1. There shall be mi chaplains and 
one clerk, to officiate both for the living 
and the dead, under the rules of St. 
Augustine. 2. One of these shall be 
presented to the Bishop of Winchester 
to be the aroh-prieet, to whom the rest 
shall take an oath of obedience. 3. The 
arch-priest shall be chosen by the chap- 
lains there residing, who shall present 
him to the bishop within twenty days 
after any vacancy shall happen. t They 
aball be subject to the immediate autho- 
rity of the bishop, fi. When any chap- 
lain shall die, his goods shall remain in 
the oratory. 6. They shallhave only one 
mess, with a pittance at a meal, except- 
ing on the greater festivals, when they 
may have three meeses. 7. They shall 
be diligent in reading and praying. 8. 
They shall not go beyond the bounds of 
the oratory without licence from the 
arch-priest. 9. Their habits shall be of 
one colour, either blue or black ; they 
shall be clothed pallio Bibernienei de 
nigra borttta rum pileo (in the Irish 
vestment of a black bonnet and a cloak). 
10. The arch-priest shall sit at the head 
of the table, next to him those who bare 
celebrated the great maes, then the priest 
of St. Mary, next the priest of the Holy 
Trinity, and then the priest who says 
mass for the dead. 11. The clerk shall 
read something edifying to them while 



they dine. 12. They shall sleep in one 
room. 13. They shall make a special 
prayer for their benefactors. It They 

tinkling the bell, follow the use of Sarum. 
16. The arch-priest alone shall have 
charge of the business of the house. 16. 
All of them, after their admission into 
the house, shall swear to observe these 
statutes. Farther Ordered :— After a 
year and a day from entering into the 
oratory, no one shall accept of any other 
benefice, or shall depart the house." — 
Journal, Brit. Arch. Aisociation. 

The patronage of the Oratory was be- 
stowed on the Bishops of Winchester. 
In 1(39 the Oratory and its endowments 
were entirely surrendered into the hands 
of Cardinal Beaufort, then bishop. Wil- 
liam of Waynflete conferred it on Win- 
chester College. It was dissolved by 
Henry VIII. ; but the lands remained 
in possession of the college, until pur- 
chased, about twenty years ago, by her 
Majesty. 

Barton Court .Souse was probably built 
in the reign of Elizabeth, and some por- 
tions of the Oratory need in its construc- 
tion. When demolished by the Queen's 
orders, a very solid wall, the sole re- 
mainder of .the original building, was 
brought to light. " One peculiarity cf 
the house was, that it contained a room 
about twelve feet square, known as the 
Chapel, which had been apparently fitted 
up as a secret chapel for the performance 
of mass subsequent to the Reformation, 
and which, within the memory of living 
individuals, retained its altar, crucifix, 
and other Catholic accessories. " — Moody. 
Two of the fronts, the southern and 
eastern, have been preserved in the new 
building, and are worth inspection as 
of Tudor domestic arcbitec- 



OsboBHB, a " household word " with 
Englishmen, was formerly called Aus- 
terbarne, East Bourne, or the Eastern 
Brook. After being held for many years 
by an ancient island-tamily, the Bower 
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mun, it passed into the hands of the 
Amejs; then the Lovibonds; and, (emp. 
Charles I., was purchased by Eustace 
Mum, who, according to a vulgar tra- 
dition, buried a large lam of money, 
daring the troubles of the civil war, in 
as adjacent wood (still known as Money 
Coppice), and not marking the spot, was 



«- able to 



Mann's grand-daughter and heiress 
ried a Mr. Blachford, whose ton built 
Osoomk Btnut, then a plain but com- 
modious mansion of stone. Their de- 
scendant. Lady Isabella Blachford, trans- 
ferred the eatate to her Majesty in 1810, 
who has enlarged it by later purchases, un- 
til it comprises 6000 acres, and stretches 
from the Mediua west to Brock's Copse 
east. The old house was pulled down, 
and the present mansion built, from the 
designs of T. Cnbitt, Bsq., assisted, it is 
said, by the late Prince Consort. The 
architecture is Palladian in character, 
with a campanile or belt-tower 90 feet 
high, and a flag-tower 107 feet. The 
Queen occupies the apartments in ad- 
vance of the latter. The rooms are 
crowded with objects of taste and vertu, 
sculptures by oar most eminent artists, 
rare specimens of the modern painters, 
and all the refinements which a culti- 
vated taste could suggest. The gardens 
are arranged in terraces, with 
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King's Key, about two miles from Os- 
borne, and three south-east from East 
Cowes, is a narrow bat picturesque creek, 
formed by the small stream of Palmer'a 
Brook, jutting in between high, sloping 
banks, crowned with thick masses of 
wood. Its name is connected with a 
tradition that King John dwelt in it* 
Mr. retired neighbourhood for three months, 
after the signature of Magna Charts 
1215). " Here be led," says (irnf- 
' a aolitarie Ijfe among reivers and 
fishermen;" but the King's Itinerary, 
or Journey Book, lately edited by Mr, 
Hardy, satisfactorily proves that the tra- 
dition cannot be supported by any his- 
torical evidence. It was formerly k nown 
Shofleet Creek, and was a favourite re- 
sort of the sea- rovers in Eliiabetb'a reign. 
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is a small jetty for her Majesty's earn 
nience. The estate comprises many de- 
lightful varieties of scenery, — woodland, 
meadow, valley, glen, and broad, rich 
pastures- The Prince Consort's agricul- 
tural experiments were here conducted 
with skill aud vigour. The M odd Farm 
is arranged with excellent taste. There 
are spacious kennels on the eatate, and 
numerous excellent cottages for labour- 
ers and others, constructed on the most 
approved sanitary principles. The lodaei 
on the East Cowes road are of fanciful 
design. We may add, that from 
grounds and palace visitors are rigorously 
excluded. 



Fairta lies in the parish of Whipping- 
ham, though it is scarcely a mile from 
Newport. The position is an admirable 
one, commanding a fine view of the Me- 
dina valley and the surrounding country, 
here eminently sweet and pastoral. The 
house is a substantial, unadorned build- 
ing of glazed brick, fronting an ample 
lawn, which stretches down to the river. 
— Movie. 

Padmore Route, near Whippingham 
Church, Was formerly a farm, but is now 
a comfortable family mansion, enjoying 
broad reachea of woodland, vale, meadow, 
and water. Woodhoiue Farm, on the 
western bank of King's Key, and JFood- 
tide, a delightful little villa, nestling 
down amid fine old trees near the Wool- 
ton river, are only to be discovered by 
the tourist who leaves the well-trodden 
highway for " fresh fields and pastures 
new." He will gain, for instance, a very 
delightful day's strolling by taking a 
bye-way on tbe left of the East Cowes 
road, a little below Osborne, and wind- 
ing through the copses, past Barton Farm, 
Brook Copse, and Palmer's Farm to 
Wootton Church, whence he may make 
his way into the high road, and keeping 
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Pern Hill on his loft, after a mile or twt 
of pleasant country lanes, cross Stapler'i 
Heath, and so into Newport He can 
then return to But or West Cowca 
bj one of the sub-routes previously de- 
tailed. 

NwUuBood (near West Cowes) is a 
large atone building, with wings, seated 
in a considerable park, and eominai 
a fine prospect of wood and water. It was 
the seat of 6. H. Ward, Esq., formerly 
well known as the author of a en ' 
book, entitled "The Ideal of a Christian 
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J. D. Lee, Esq. 

JVorris Cattle, finely situated on the 
brow of a bill which slopes gently to the 
marge of the Solent, and commands the 
most beantiful Tiew a conceivable of land 
and sea — of Stokes Bay on the opposite 
coast ; Portsmouth and the sail-thronged 
roadstead of St. Helen's, with the wood- 
ed shore of the Wight away to the glit- 
tering villas of Eyde ; Northwood, the 
broad waters of Southampton river, and 
the masts and roofs of Southampton ; 
and to the west, the abrupt headland of 
Calshot Castle and the green masses of 
the Hew Forest. Kurds Castle was 
built for Lord Henry Seymour by Mr. 
James Wyatt, and is an adaptation of 
castellated Gothic to modem purposes. 
The front is bold and picturesque, and 
admirably diversified with thick dusters 
of ivy. A stout sea-wall, built of Swan- 
age stone, at a cost of £2000, has been 
erected by the present proprietor, Mr. 
II. Bell, Here George IT. was enter- 
tained in 1519, anil here the Queen (then 
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Princess Victoria) and the Ducbesa of 
Kentresidedinl831. EatlCowetCtj/le, 
in the immediate neighbourhood of Mor- 
ris Castle, " combines the features of the 
castellated mansion of a late date, with 
those of the baronial fortress of a much 
earner period;" was rebuilt in it* pre- 
sent rococo style by the architect John 
Nash (1798); and passed through the 
bands of the Earl of Shannon, R. Bar- 
well, C. R. J. Sawyer, and George Tudor, 
Lady fcrort now occupies it. Many 
of the rooms are fitted up in a style of 
great magnificence. Observe especially 
the library and picture gallery. The 
conservatory is a fine one, 250 feet in 
length, and the gardens are picturesquely 
laid out. Slatwoodi {Peacock, Esq.) is 
noticeable as the birth-place of Dr. Ar- 

of our public school discipline. His 
father was the collector of customs, and 
died here in 1?0L He himself was born 
at Slatwooda, Jane IS, 1705, and always 
looked back to it with singular affection. 
From "the great willow-tree" in the 
grounds, he " transplanted ahoote succes- 
sively to Lalebam, to Eugby, and to Fox 
How."— StanUg't Lift of Dr. Arnold. 
He revisited it in 183ti, and wrote to 
his sister, Mrs. Buckland A" Slatwooda 
was deeply interesting. P thought of 
what Foi How might be to my children 
forty years hence, and of the growth 
of the trees in that interval. But 
Fox How cannot be to them what 
Slatwooda is to me— the only home of 
my childhood."— Sardc y. Arnold died 
June 13, 1842. 



DISTRICT n. (C).— NEWPORT AND ITS ENVIRONS. 



(Biittlt — The Bugle, Warburton'a, Green 
Dragon, Star. Newport Arms, Swan, 
Wheat Sheaf Inn), 
Is the metropolitan town of the island. 
Seated on the Medina river, in a pleasant 
valley, it is almost surrounded by lofty 
calcareous downs, whose grassy alnpea 



are always chequered with shifting lights 
and shadows. It ia a market town and 
a borough, returning one member to 
parliament The market is held every 
Saturday, and brings together the whole 
produce of the island. The cattle mar- 
ket ia held every other Wednesday, and 
being largely attended by the island far- 
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me™, i> well worth seeing. Though al- 
moat surrounded by the West Medina 
liberty, Newport bae a jurisdiction of its 
own ; a court of borough petty aeaaiona, 
which site every Monday; and county 
petty sessions every Satnrday. The 
County Court for the island ia held here, 
and at Ryde, in alternate mouths. 



waa summoned to return two repreaenta- 
tivea to the parliament holden in the 27th 
Queen Elisabeth, 1585, and from that 
date has been regularly ao represented ; 
but by the Reform Act of 1867 the num- 
ber was reduced to one. The right of 
voting waa at first restricted to the free 
burgeases; and as they were limited to 
twenty-four, it waa essentially a close 
borough until thrown open by the Reform 
Act. The ancient borough comprehended 
the whole of the chapelry of Newport, a 
part of the parish of St. Nicholas called 
Castle Hold, the river Medina and har- 
bour of Cdwgb from the town to a ahoal 
out at eea called the Brambles, and all 
the land on the contiguous banks where 
the tide has ever flowed. By an Act, 
which recently received the Royal assent, 
the municipal boundary of the borough 
was completely changed. 

the famous Lord Falkland (1040). Ad. 
miral Sir Robert Holmes (1678-1688), 
gallant Lord Cutts (1648), Lord Palmer- 
stou (1790 and 1307), and the Eight Hon. 
George Canning (1826). Since the Jit- 
form Bill the following have been its 
mem bera:— December 12, 1832— Thomas 
1/awkivs, 216 votes; and Thomat Ord, 
204. January 8, 1835— Thomas Ord, 
235; and Thomat Hawkins, 233. July 
26, 1837— Thomat Rankin*, 264; and 
Jama Blake, 263. June 30, 1841— C. 
W. Martin, C. , 254 ; and J. J. Hamil- 
ton, a, 252. July 30, 1847-G. Plow- 
den, C., 262; and C. W. Martin, C, 
252, July 9, 1852— IP. Biggi, 310; 



and IT. JV. Matte?, 306. February 10, 
1857, on resignation of Mr. Biggs— R. 
W. Kenttard, C v , 270. March 28, 1857 
—Captain C. E. Mangles, 305; anil 
Charles Buxton, 296. April 1859- fl. 
W. Kennard, C. ; and W. L. Potest, C. 
July 1866-P. W. Martin, L.; and R. 
W. Kennard, C. Present member— C. 
Cavendish Clifford, Esq., L. 

2. The registered electors number 682. 
Population in 1871, of the town. 3556, 
with 801 houses ; of St. Nicholas parish, 
183, with 43 houses. Population of the 
municipal borough in 1871, 7856 ; of the 
parliamentary borough, 8522. 

3. The Income of the Corporation ia 
about £1100. The groaa estimated rental 
is £16,863 ; and rateable value, £13,537. 
The Corporation is authorized to levy 
certain duties connected with Cowea 
Harbour. 

4. The Fire Brigade consists - of a 
auperintendent, three engineera, three 
foremen, and five firemen. Annual cost, 
£60. 

The town is well lighted, there being 
about 185 ttreet lamipt within its pre- 
cincts. Yearly cost, £360. TheBoroHoA 
Police consists of an inspector, at £76 
per annum, and four constables, at 18s. 
per week. The Hants Constabulary 
Police ia under the direction of one 
superintendent, at £120 per annum, 
three sergeants, and thirty-seven con- 
stables paid at the rate of 17a. weekly. 



1. The Town Hall ia situated in the 
High Street, and faces a large open area 
or square. It was erected in 1816, from 
the designs of the architect Nash, at 
a cost of £10,000, and though heavy 
in character, is a noticeahle build- 
ing. " The basement ia opened on two 
sides by arches, surmounted by Ionic 
columns, which support a pediment in 
front The columns only are of atone, 
the remainder being stuccoed." Here 
are held the weekly sittings of the magis- 
trates, the meetings of the Corporation 
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and all public cerem on ialfl. The council- 
chamber has a portrait, by Owen, of the 
late Sir Leonard Worslcy Holmes, re- 
corder of the borough. Observe, also, a 
fine status (12 feet high) of James the 
First's Lord Chief Justice, Sir Thomas 
Fleming, presented to the town by bis 
descendant, Mr. Fleming, of South Stone- 
ham. Underneath the Town Hall is held 
the weekly market, which on market 
days always presents a lively and ani- 
mate! scene, and is very well attended. 

2. The Free Grammar School (St 
James Street), a plain stone mansion of 
the Tudor era, is noteworthy for itB his- 
torical associations. Here Charles I. 
met the parliamentary commissioners in 
the autumn of 1648 (see ante, p. 66), and 
in the room now used as the school- room 
divine service was performed every Sun- 
day before htm and hie mite.* The 
school was established in 1814-19 by 
Sir Thomas Fleming, Sir John Oglander, 
Edward Cbeke of Mottistone, and others 
of the island gentlemen, for the educa- 
tion on the foundation of fifteen (now 
twenty) boys, entering at seven or eight 
years of age, and remaining until they 
are fifteen. Thirty day scholars are also 
admitted, and the master may receive 
boarders. The income is derived from 
the rents of three bouses in Newport, 
and about 35 acres of laud at Hunny 
Hill. The roaster's yearly salary is £120, 
and be has also a house and garden, 
rent free.— Carliilt't Endowed School*. 

3. The Isle of Wight Inttitutinn is an 
elegant structure, erected in 1811, at a 
cost of £3000, from Nash's designs, and 
fronts the open area of St. James Square, 
where the cattle market is held. It con- 
tains an excellent library of upwards of 
5000 volumes, and a reading-room well 
anpplied with magazines and newspapers. 

4. The RaOiBiy Terminal is a plain 



• The king occupied Sir WlUian 
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George Inn (long sloes pulled down) ; an 
the parliamentary commissioners stayed s 
the Bnll [now the Bnglel Inn. 



and unpretending building. Trains start 
at frequent intervals for Oowee, Eyde, 
Uincl mrch, and Ventnor. 



The Corporation of Newport consists 
of a mayor, ail aldermen, and eighteen 
councillors (out of whom the aldermen 
are chosen), appointed under the pro- 
visions of the 6th and 7th William IV. 
There are also a town clerk, treasurer, 
and clerk to the justices. 

The municipal constituency numbers 
about 1200. 

The town (then called Stcda) received 
its first charter from Richard deEcdvers, 
Lord of the Island, temp. Henry II. A 
second and fuller charter, very libera! in 
its provisions, was granted by Isabella 
de Fortibue, to her "new borough of 
Medina." Fifteen charters, confirming 
and amplifying the above, were granted 
by different English sovereigns from 
Eichard II. to Charles II. Tbey are 
extant, in excellent preservation, among 

are adorned with well-executed portraits 

The first charter of incorporation was 
given by James I., and substituted for 
the bailiff of the town a mayor, twenty- 
four burgesses, and a recorder. The 
seal then used was of copper, and pre- 
sented a figure of James I., in royal 
robes, and crowned. On one side of him 
the initial 3-, on the other S-, and round 
the seal the legend, " S'statvtorvm Mer- 
cator' Capt, Infra Bvrgvm de Newport 
in Insvla Vect." 

A second charter of incorporation was 
granted by Charles II., and constituted 
a corporation of mayor, aldermen, and 
burgesses; the twelve aldermen elected 
from the twenty-fonr burgesses. A re- 
corder was also appointed. 

The history of Newport presents some 
details of interest and importance. It 
was probably founded by the Romans as 
a port to their town at Carisbrooke, and 
was known to them by the name of Mtda. 



What position it Bald it the epoch of the 
Norman Conquest it is impossible to as- 
certain ; but it must have acquired some 
degree of prosperity Id the days of 
Richard de lied vers, when the chapel of 
St. Thomas was erected at the cost, and 
by the labour, of its inhabitants. 

In 1377 it was captnred by the French 
who had invaded the island, and was go 
ruthlessly devastated that it remained 
unoccupied for two yean afterwards. 
They next proceeded to assault the castle 
of CariBbrooke, but were repulsed by Sir 
Hugh Tyrril with such signal success, 
that the localities where the slaughter 
chiefly occurred were named (it is said) 
by the exulting islanders Nixie (or Nod- 
diet') Hilt and Deadmcm't Lane. 

Newport was again set on fire by the 
French in the reign of Bd ward IV., when 
its church was somewhat injured. 

It was almost decimated by the plague 
in 1682 and two following years, when 
the captain of the island, Sir Edward 
Horsey, was one of the victims. The 
mad to Carisbrooke was blocked up by 
the dead-carts, and so crowded was the 
cemetery, that licence was accorded to 
the inhabitants of Newport to farm a 
grave-yard round their own church. 

Not the leas the town continued - to 
grow in prosperity and increase in influ- 
ence. A town hall was built, and a 
jail, and an ordinary established, at 
which Sir John Oglander had known 
" twelve knights and as many gentle- 
men" to attend. In a report of the con- 
dition of the island in 1642, drawn up 
for the Earl of Pembroke, occurs a ouri- 
ona passage;— "Since j* coming of King 
James," he says, " there is a tonn in the 
island (called Newport) made a mare- 
toon, which heretofore was only a bayly- 
toun, and then y* live-tenants and jus- 
tices had j* same power there they had 
in j* rest of y" countiy. But now they 
have gotten a charter to be a mare-toun 
and have justices, a recorder, aldermen, 
fee., which y« other two mare-towns have 
not, as Yarmouth and Newtoun; they 



will not be governed as those two mare- 
and j" rest of y* island are, which 
■y prejudicial! to j" country, and I 
wish it might be regulated. And in that 
of Newport y* captain of y* island 
is clerk of y* market, and hath j* order- 
ing of y* country ; this tonn, notwith- 
iding, will take y' power to them- 
selves, and binder men from buying and 
selling at their pleasure." 

nden speaks of it as, in his time, 
nn wellseatedandmuehfrequented, 
populous with inhabitants, having an en- 
auce into the isle from the haven, and 
passage for vessels of small burden unto 

In the reign of James 1., indeed, some 
considerable men dwelt in Newport and 

vioinity . The James family, at whose 
house the king refreshed himself when be 
visited the island in August. 1618; the 
Fleming family, whose head was then 
Lord- Chief- Justice of England ; the 
Marchs, and the Stephens. In 1614-19, 
the Free Grammar Sduml was established. 
In 1623 leave was obtained from the 
corporation, by Mr. Andrew James, to 
establish water-aorkt for the supply of 
the town. His scheme never came into 
full operation, and " the principal part of 
the water need by the inhabitants was 
brought in water-carts from Carisbrooke'' 
for more than a century later. But he 
probably commenced it, inasmuch as an 
historian, writing about 1796, says, "In 
digging lately in the beast market for 
stone to pave the town with, a large re- 
servoir was discovered, and several pipes 
have likewise been found in the road 
from Carisbrooke, leading in a direct road 
to Newport."— JbmtiAe. 

The privilege of carrying on a trade in 
the borough was chiefly confined, in the 
"good old times," to those who had 
served their apprenticeship within its 
limits, and were, so to speak, "native 
and to the manner born." Thus we find 
it recorded in the corporation books. Not. 
13, 1629, how the corporation determined 
that one John Wavellshould be "opposed 
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and misted as farro as live and the 
charter of the borough would afford. 
And the charge thereof should be home 
by the whole corporation." Nor to be 
allowed to open fail store until he had 
ultimately paid a fine. 

Here are two or three ai tracts illustra- 
tive of men and things as they were : — 

» Stptatbtr 8, 1924.— It la Ihonghi Ait and 
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neper, to be reduced Into a pew for his lady to 
sit In during the time of hli government.'" 

1. flonottra of Newport. — Montjoy 
Blunt was created Earl of Newport, in 
the fourth year of Charles I. Succeeded, 

1655, by his eon, also Earl of Newport. 
Charles Blunt died in 1665, and Henrj 
Blunt died 1679. In the reign of Anne, 
a Lord Windsor was created Baron New- 
port, succeeded by bis son Herbert, who 
died 1758. 

2. Charities of Newport.— The Blue 
School, in Lngley Street, was founded in 
1761, for the education and maintenance 
of twenty poor girls born in Newport, 
who are properly fitted for servants, and 
made "good Christians and useful sub- 
jects." Supported by Toluntary sub- 
scriptions, and the interest of certain 
nuns of money, bequeathed by Benjamin 
Cooke. Esq., and Mrs. Martha Cooke, 
in 1764. The school is regulated b; the 
minister of Newport and sii ladies. 
Every girl, on leaving, is presented with 
suitable clothing, a Bible, and a prayer- 
book. If she retains for one year the 
situation with which she is provided, 
she ia rewarded with the gratuity of a 

Warsley't A Imthoutet were founded in 
1618, by Sir E. Wonky, in pursuance 
of the will of one Giles Kent; they con- 
sist of six small tenements of one room 
each, inhabited by six poor widows. 

The Upper Almihoueei are four tene- 
ments, occupied by deserving families, 
established in 1623 by Daniel Serle of 
Westmill, in the parish of Carisbrooke. 

Widow Roman's Almthrmea were 
erected in 1752, in pursuance of the pro- 
visions contained in her will: — "I be- 
queath to such six widows as shall 
inhabit the Charity House in Newport, 
called the Lower Almshouse, situated in 
Crocker Street, and shall not receive 
alms from the town, the sum of £10 
every year for ever, after the decease of 
my brother-in-law W. Roman, from ray 
property at T afford, free from all tains 
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and deductions whatever; by equa] por- 
tions, b> the churchwardens andoversecra 
of the poor of the pariah of Newport, to 
be disposed of to the six widows equal] j, 
share and share alike." Each widow, 
therefore, at M ichaelmas and Lady Day, 
receives 16s. 8d. 

BowU'i and Kaffin'i Gift! are two Bums 
of £5 each, distributed yearly to the 
poor on Christmas Eve. Tbe first £5, 
Bowie's gift, are eipended in bread ; 
Buffin's donation, in bread and beef. 

3. Bdigioai Edifice- -There is a 
picturesque new church in Newport, 
dedicated to St. Thomat a Betkd, whose 
tower is everywhere so prominent a land- 
mark, that the tourist cannot fail (o find 
its locality without difficulty. St. Jokn't 
Church (perpetual curate. Rev. E. 
Boilings), is situated on St. John's Hill 
There are also a Catholic Chapd in Fyle 
Street; a Baptitt Chapel in Castle Hold; 
Primitive Methodist, in Holy wood Street; 
Wctltyan, in Pyle Street; Congrtga- 
lionai at Hade Hill, and in St. James's 
Street ; and Unitarian, in High Street. 
Of these full particulars will be found in 
Part III 

i. "Newport stands nearly in the centre 
of the island, in a spot apparently marked 
out by nature for the site of the minia- 
ture capital. It is built on a gentli 
slope rising from the west bank of the 
Medina, which ia navigable for vessels of 
considerable burden up to the town; and 
the nature of the surrounding hills allows 
of easylineB of communication to radiate 
from it to every part of the island. The 
town itself is neat, clean, cheerful-look- 
ing, and apparently flourishing. Tb( 
streets are well paved and lighted, and 
filled with good, well-stored shops."— 
llun-nt, "Newport U esse "' " 
domestic town — the heart and 
the Isle of Wight. Its streets are laid 
cot with great regularity, the largest 
ones lying east and west, with cross ones 
north and south, dividing the area into 
chequers. The two principal ones are 
those which connect the great roads— St 



James's Street, from Cowes road, to 
that which leads by Niton to the Under- 
did 1 ; and High Street, which connects 
the Hyde road with the road to Caris- 
brooke, and the western reads which 
diverge from them." — Mvdie. The 
original plan of the town appears to have 
contemplated three large squares, or 
as, for markets of poultry, cattle, 
;orn, to be formed by the intersec- 
of the main streets. In one of these 
stands St. Thomas's Church ; the 
n Hall haa encroached upon another; 
and a third is irregular enough, though 
not diverted from its original purpose. 
At high water there ia a depth, at the 
wn -quays, of about six feet; bnt at 
low water it dees not exceed two feet. 
Many plans have been devised for deepen- 
ing and widening the channel of the river 
by Sir John Eennie, the eminent 
eer — but tbe estimated outlay haa 
always deterred the inhabitants from 
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5. Ext inct EccUtiaitKol Foundation*. 
—At St. Cron (long the seat of O. Kirk- 
patriek, Esq.), there was formerly a 
small priory, dependent upon the French 
abbey of Tiron, and afterwards, on ths 
dissolution by Henry V. of the alien 
priories, bestowed upon the college of 
Winchester. It was in existence before 
1155, as the name of " Gerard, Prior de 
Sancta Cruce," occurs among the wit- 
nesses to a grant made by William de 
Vernon to the monks of Quarr. It ia 
mentioned in the Lincoln Taxation. SO 
I Edward I., and amongst the alien 
| priories, 25 Edward I. In part 1. Richard 
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n. , it it called the Botpttal of St. Cross, 
" Hci dedit JohsJini da Coweshall custo- 
dian] hospitalis Sanotss Crucis ia insula 
Vectia ad tolam vitam." (The king 
gave the charge of the Hospital of St. 
Cross to John do Coweshall for his whole 
life).— DngdaU, and Tanner. 

The Chantry was founded by one John 
Garston, and dedicated to the Blessed 
Virgin. There is still a house in New- 
port — the Chantey House — which pre- 
serves its memory. 

At Marvd, near Standen, was a small 
college of secular priests, founded by 
Henry of Blois, Bishop of Winchester. 

6. There has been little alteration in 
the ground-plan of Newport in the last 
two centuries and a half. In Speed'i 
" Theatre of Great Britaine's Empire " 
(lo3S), there ia a plan of the town " de- 
scribed by William White, sei ' " 
which might almost be used by the 
modem tourist. The five principal 
streets running from east to we* 
rather south-west, are "Lugley Street, 
Crocker Street, High Street, Pile Street, 
and Cosham Street." These are crossed 
by "Holyrodde Street, "and "St. James's 
Street." The key is connected with 
"Holyrodde Street," by Key Street, 
and with Lugley Street by " Shoapoole 
Street" Sea Street connects Shospoole 
Street with High Street. "8 ' 
Cross, "Castle Hold, and the Chnrch-yard 



a. " The walks in the immediate 
vicinity of Newport are many of the 
very beautiful ; but there is oue ep 
in particular which affords so plea- 
sant a prospect that it should t 
account be left unvisited. We refer, of 
course, to Mouutjoy, the lofty hill on the 
south of the town. Fromtaesumi 
this hill you see, on a clear day, the 
whole lower valley of the Medina and thi 
surrounding country,— a rich, undulat- 
ing tract, where shining meadows alter- 
nate with dusky lines of sombre foliage, 



and the broad Medina, winding through 
the midst, leads the eye along the curves 
of the valley to its union with the 
sea, where a forest of small craft and 
a light hazy vapour mark the site of 
Cowes, Bounding the valley on tha 
right is a range of low hills, from the 
highest of which the town of Osborne 
out of a dense mass of trees. On 
the left another range of uplands termi- 
you in the brown, heathy 
tract of Parkhurst Forest. In the ex- 
treme distance are the rrarpls hills of 
Hampshire; between which and the 
northern aide of tha island the Solent 
breaks npon the light at intervals, be- 
reen the depressions in the uplands, 
gleaming in the sunshine like a number 
" lakes. And at the foot of the 
hill on which you stand lies the town of 
Newport, its regular rows of plain houses 
and dark red roofs partly concealed by 
noble trees, which, with the grey tower 
of the old church and the masts of the 
ships that are lying by the town quay, 
ily break the uniformity and lone- 
liness of the buildings, but render the 
little town a bold and striking relief to 
the open country beyond, and assist it in 
throwing the whole landscape into ex- 
quisite harmony."— Knight. This, in- 
deed, is "a morning walk" which we 
stoutly recommend to the pedestrian 
tourist, b. From Newport to Caris- 
brook, 1$ mile, and view the famous old 
castle (see post, p. 89); thence, through 
a pleasant valley with sloping downs on 
each side, to one of the prettiest of the 
island churches, Shorwell, 4 miles (no- 
tice the fine old mansion of Northcourt); 
to the leafy village of Brixton, or Brigh- 
stone, with its memories of Eeu and 
Wilbarforce, 2 miles ; hack to Newport 
by the same road. e. Or, continue 
from Brixton to Mottistons, 2 miles, and 
across the downs to Swainston and Cal- 
bourne, B miles (see Route IT.); home- 
ward via Parkhurst, 4 miles, d. Or, 
from Newport to Wootton Bridge, 4 
miles; Quarr Abbey, 1 mile; Binstead, 2 
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milea; and Rjds, 1 mile; returning 
Wootton Bridge, i miles ; by a road to 
the left Co Arreton, 3 milea ; and by a 
moat picturesque road into Newport, * 
miles, ft A delightful day may be 
spent in an excursion to the wild beauties 
of the Underdiff, thus : Newport to 
Standen, 1J mile; Pidford, Ij mile; 
thence by Rookley, keeping the left road, 
to GudsMll, its quaint Tillage and fine 
church, about * miles ; from Godahill, 
passing Appnldurcombe — the ancient 
■eat of the Wonders, to Steep Hill, 
Ventuor, and Bonchurch, 5 milea. Re- 
turn through St. Laurence, 2 miles, to 
Whitwslt (notice interesting church), 1 
mile; then, lid Whitcomb, Black Down, 
and Appleford, to Kingston, one. of the 
smallest of parishes, by a romantic and 
heathy road, S miles ; from Kingston, 
passing Billingham House, serosa the 
chalky height of Chillerton Down, 2 miles, 
to Gatcombe, a delectable little hamlet, 
nestled away amidst bright waters and 
green trees, 1 mile ; and homeward, 
fid Marvel and Watergate to Newport, 
8 miles. A long tour, but a surprising 
one, opening np the widest contrasts of 
scenery, and the amplest possible reaches 
of landscape and seascape. /- We must 
also recommend to the tourist onr kili- 
Timte, as we were wont to call it in the 
days of onr island pedeatrianiam. Leave 
Newport by " The Long Lane " (it well 
deserves its name), and cross Arreton 
Down, 4 mfleB(notice the fine panoramic 
interchange of hill and dale spread out 
around you). Then across by Measly 
Down, to Ashe? Down, 3 miles, known 
afar off by its sea-mark, and from whose 
summit may be enjoyed the view iu the 
island, which lies beneath you, Bpread 
out like a many-coloured map. Prom 
Ashey Down a road bending slightly to 
the south leads to Brading Down, 2 
miles ; descend into the valley, and take 
the Brading rovl to Tarbridge (where 
Izaak Walton's disciples will find good 
mrp and dace), lj mile. Then, up a 
sleep lane which winds between blooming 
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banks and chalky rifts, vid Taverland 
(notice Norman church), to Bembridge 
Down, 1) mile (notice its obelisk}. Re- 
turn through Taverland, keeping the 
coast-road, to Sandown, 8 miles, and its 
lovely bay ; and thence, through the fair 
valley of the Tar, vid Lake, 1 mile, and 
Borthwood, 1J mile, to Newohurch, 2 
miles. Descending tie hill, keep by the 
base of the downs to Arreton, 2 j miles, 
and go into Newport, vid St. George's 
Down and Snide, or vid Long Lane, 4 
miles, g. A abort but pleasant walk 
may be enjoyed from Newport, across 
Staplers' Heath, and through or by 
Briddlesford to Haven Street, returning 
vid Combley Wood into Long Lane. A. 
Or, a well-trodden route is that which 
conducts the Newport flyman through 
Shorwell to Brighstone, and then away 
south to Chals and Blackgang (notice 
china), returning vid Kingston, Chiller- 
ton, and Qatcombe. i The walks to 
West Cowes, or to East Cowes and Os- 
borne, or vid Parkhurst Forest to New- 
town, Shalfleet, and Yarmouth, orbyCal- 
bourne, over a wonderfully picturesque 
and breezy road, which crosses Chcssel, 
Shalcombe, and Afton Downs, to Fresh- 
water-Qate (about 13 miles), will natu- 
rally suggest themselves to tie intrepid 
tourist, who is advised to determine for 
himself where he will go, and by what 
road he will go, for if he confides in the 
mercies of the Newport flyman, he will 
see "the show-places," and miss the 
rarest beauties of the island. *. The 
tourist should devote a day to an eia. 
ruination of the curioua pit-villages of 
the Celts still discernible at Gallibury, 
Rowborongh, and Nswbarns (see pott). 
Rovborough and Gallibury are easily 
reached by the road to Shorwell, turning 
off to the right at Rowborongh Farm. 
He may then cross Brixton Down to 
Mottiatonc Down, and in a little shadowy 
combe on its slope towards Hottistone, 
inspect the Long Stone, a curioua crom- 
lech or Celtic memorial (see pott\ 
Many of the places mentioned abor* 
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will be described in actmta under Dis- 
tricts IT. and V. We now proceed to 
sketch those which are within a mode- 
rate distance of cur starting-place — New- 



I. AbbitoB, a perish and Tillage of 
the Isle of Wight. The parish comprises 
8833 acres. According to the census of 
1871, it had a population of 1610, with 
391 inhabited booses. In 1801, its popu- 
lation was only 1874 ; in 1841,1964; in 
1851, 1902; iu 1861, 1880. The Tillage 
is 3 m. from Newport, 7 to. from Tsntnot, 
8 m. from Rjde. At Horringfold, 1 m., 
is a station on the Isle of Wight Railway. 
Boundaries.— Bast, the parishes of 
Newchurch and Binstead ; north, Woot- 
tun and Wbippingham ; west, Gateombe 
and Carisbrooke ; and south, Godahill. 

The Tillage lies in a rich and fruitful 
valley, "adorned with corn-fields and 
pastures, through which a small river 
winds in a Tariety of directions " {Legh 
Richmond), at the foot of a loft; down ; 
while "a fine range of opposite hills, 
covered with graaing flocks, terminates 
with a bold sweep into the ocean, whose 
bine waves appear at adiatanoe beyond." 
It consists of a long straggling street 
of scattered farms and cottages, with a 
small, neat public-house ; the church 
and parsonage house are very pleasantly 
situated on the slope of a hill, at a slight 
distance from the main road. 

On the road to Newport, below St. 
George's Down, lies Eatt S/andtn, where, 
in the reign of Henry TIL, lived and 
died tie Lady Cicely, daughter of Ed- 
ward IT. A Norman knight, Sir Peter 
d'Evercy, built here a chapel in connec- 
tion with his manor-hoose, of which we 
read as late as 1365, and which was pro- 
bably in existence in the days of Lady 
Cicely. Sir Richard Worsley says that, 
in his time, "the foundations of the 
chapel were still visible in the orchard 
behind the house," but we were unable 
to trace them a few months ago. 

On the road to Sandown, to the right, 



Inhabited by Elizabeth Wallbridge, Legb 
Richmond's Dairyman! Daughter, and 
still in the possession of her family. 
There are few persons, we presume, who 
are not acquainted with the details of 
her simple life, told so floridly, and yet 
effectively, by Legh Richmond. His 
books, by the way, contain some excel- 
lent sketches of the scenery of this part 
of the island. The village heroine's 
grave is in the church-yard. 

Prom Arrelon Dawn may be enjoyed 
a prospect of wonderful beauty, — ham- 
lets shining among leafy copses, vener- 
able manor-houass and ancient farm- 
steads, meadows and uplands, streams, 
groves, and shadowy combes. On its 
summit, a few years ago, were opened 
two considerable Cumtdi, or barrows, and 
many interesting relics exhumed. St. 
Georgt't Down is quits classic ground. 
Here, in the days of the Earl of South- 
ampton (1S07-8-9), was a famous bow- 
ling green, "railed in" at the cost of the 
gentry of the island, and a sort of sum- 
mer-house, maintained in a bountiful 
fashion. " 1 have seen," aaya Sir John 
Oglander, " with my Lord of Southamp- 
ton at St. George's Down, at bowls, some 
thirty or forty knights and gentlemen, 
where our meeting was then twice every 
week, Tuesdays and Thursdays ; and we 
had an ordinary there, and card-tables." 
" This is the most centrical elevation of 
the island. It is unconnected with any 
other hills, and the plain upon its top 
may be a mile in length. The views 
from it are not so exclusive as those from 
the higher hills, though they are suffi- 
ciently varied to arrest, occasionally, the 
progress of a passenger, and, particularly, 
on the spot where the whole length of 
the Newport River discloses itself, from 
that low town even to the harbour and 
streets of Cowes."— IPymttom. 

In this extensive and fertile parish are 
also included Eriddtaford, anciently the 
seat of a branch of the De Lisles, one of 
whom, Sir John de Lisle, built here a 
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chapel, dedicated to St. Martin ; Wat 
Standea, near Long Lane, formerly ii 
eluded among the possession! of Isabella 
de Fortibua ; Haseley, granted by i 
Engetgerins do Bohun to the monki 
Quarr, and by them converted into a 
pleasant grange, sold, with Quarr Abbey, 
to John Mills, a Southampton merchant 
((emit. Henry VIIL), and by bis de- 
scendants to the father of Sir Thomai 
Fleming, James I.'s Lord Chief Jus- 
tice,— hero Sir Edward Horsey died 
of the plague, 1582 ; Merstoa, Periton, 
Budbridge, Pidford, Stapler'* Heath, 
from which there " is a Tery fine view ;" 
and BUKkwater, or Blackbrtdge, at the 
head of Wootton River, " a region of the 
thickest shade, where antique and de- 
cayed oaks expose their half naked 
from both the banks. "—Wyndham. We 
may add that HateUy belonged to the 
great Harold who fell at Hastings, 
"the last of the Saxon kings." 

Arretou is a vicarage which has long 
been in the gift of the Fleming family 
(Bev. fi. M. Dnrrant, M.A.), valued 
in the Clergy List at £220 per annum. 
The church was one of the ail bestowed 
by William Fitz- Onbert on the abbey of 
Lire. The manor was conferred by Bald, 
win de Eedrers upon bis new foundation 
at Quarr. At the dissolution of the 
Beligious Houses Sir Levinns Bennett 
became possessed of it, and his son sold 
IttoLordCnlpeper(orColepeper), whose 
daughter and heiress bought it into the 
Yorkshire family of Fairfaxes, now re- 
presented by the present owner, Cbarlss 
Wykeham Martin, Esq. 

Arreton Farm-house ia a good speci- 
men of the Jacobean domestic archi- 
tecture, in tbeoccupancy of V. llosch, Issq. 
.... Sticlcworlh is a considerable neat, 
south of Arreton, 5 miles south-east of 

Newport Fern HHi (J. J. Gait, 

Esq.) is in this parish, but more con- 
veniently visited from Eyde. Its posi- 
tion, on the brink of a declivity, well- 
wooded, and commanding a fine view of 
the broad sweep of the Wootton Eiver, 



and the bine sheeny Solent, renders it 
a noteworthy mansion. It was built bj 
Lord Bolton, when governor of the 
island, and " appears to have been 
erected upon the plan of a church ; a 
lofty and handsome tower rises from one 
end, with a large Gothic window near 
its base, while a single room annexed 
to the other end, of an inferior height 
and breadth to the rest of the building, 
denotes the chancel of it." 

II. Gatoombb.— The fair village ol 
Gatoombe {the gate or opening of the 
voiles) Ues 3j miles S.S.W. of New- 
port, 11 from Eyde, and 7J from Tent- 
nor. The parish contains 1392 acres, 
240 souls, 47 inhabited houses. In 1861, 
201 (110 males + 01 females) ; in 1841, 
306; in 1831, 263; in 1821, 247; in 
1811, 239; and in 1801, 222. There 
,'e tO inhabited and 4 uninhabited 
ises in 1881. Boundaries :— north- 
west and south, parish of Carisbrooke ; 
Arreton, east. A portion of Chillerton 
hamlet is included iu this parish. 
In Domesday Book the manor is men- 
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Norman knight, William Ftts-Stur. . 
rounger branch of the Worsleys enjoyed 
"or centuries this most agreeable estate.* 
Gatcombe Home (J. Lane, Esq.) ia a 
arge stone mansion, built about 1750, by 
tneoftheWoraleyfamily. "Thetowerof 
the adjoining church, just showing its 
top and pinnacles from above the grove 
in which it is embosomed, , . . the high 
knolls of timber that back and flank the 
building, and a range of coppice that 
the steep precipice of a lofty hill 
i south aide, sufficiently mark out 
utiful situation."— Wyndham. 
rectory of Gatoombe is in the pre- 
sentation of the University of Oxford, 
ho purchased the advowson in 1821. 
he present incumbent is tbe Bev. Ed- 
ard Moore, M.A. 
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III. ClBISBBOOIE {Red /.ton, Castlt, 
and Eight Bells), anciently Beancorobe, 
Boweombe, or Bnccombe, thefair valley, 
is one uf the largest, most fruitful, and 
moat populous of tbe parishes of the 
island. It includes 7409 
population, in 1861, of 7602 (4072 males 
+ 3430 females), against 6712 in 1861, 
6613 in 1841, 4713 in 1831, 4670 in 1821, 
2811 in 1811, and 2363 in 1801,— Win* 
nearly trebled in half a century. Ac- 
cording to tbe census of 1871, tbe popu- 
lation had risen to 8168, In 1861 there 
were 1196 inhabited houses, 67 uninhab- 
ited, 9 building. [The parish of Caris- 
b rook e i n cl u d es th e h ami ets o f B o wcoio be, 
Billingham, and part of Ohillerton; also 
Parkhurst Forest, containing 2 bouses. 
Part of Parkhurst Prison, containing 
about 200 inmates, and (be Isle of Wight 
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C'omm., 1873.) A considerable poi 
of the town of Newport is also within it 
The value of rated property has largely 
increased of late years. 

1. There anciently stood here, on the 
summit of the hill, and facing the stately 
castle — pleasantly enough placed among 
fine old trees and green uplands, and with 
a bright view northward of busy New- 
port, and the broad lights of the rippling 
Medina — a goodly peioby of Benedictine 
monks, associate! with the famous 
Abbey of Lire. This wealthy house was 
founded by William Fitz-Osbert, about 
1070, and endowed with six of the richest 
island churches, — Arreton, Whipping- 
bam, Newchurch, Godshill, Niton, and 
Freshwater— the neighbouring pile of 
Carisbrooke being added at a later period, 
besides fair lands and liberal revenue* 
Buccesaire lords of tbe island followed 
in Fiti-Osbert's pious footsteps, and 
Carisbrooke Priory became second only 
to Quarr Abbey in wealth and influence. 
When Bdward III., in want of funds to 
support his wars with France, seised 
spoil all the alien priories— that is, upon 
those which were connected with re- 



ligions houses abroad — Carisbrooke also 
passed into bis hands, and, after a brief 
time, was bestowed upon the Abbey of 
Mont Grace, in Yorkshire. 

Henry IV., in 1399, desirous of eon- 
firming his friendly relations with the 
French court, restored the priory to the 
Abbey of Lire ; bat it was again re- 
sumed by Henry V., and conferred upon 
tbe new abbey which be had founded at 
Sheen. After Henry VIII. a celebrated 
eoup-de-gract, the Sheen monks leased 
Carisbrooke, worth about £270 yearly, 
and the tithes of Godshill and Fresh- 
water, to Sir James Worsley for £106, 
6s. 2d. per annum, — a considerable 
sum in those days. A renewal of the 
lease was granted to bis son Bicbard, on 
whose death it passed to tbe celebrated 
Wahungha m, Elisabeth's great states- 
man, with the hand of tbe Worsley's 
widow. It is said that he destroyed the 
offices of the monks. From him it wan 
purchased by Sir Thomas Fleming, at 
the same time that he obtained possession 
of Quarr Abbey; and the stately structure 
speedily fell into utter and lamentable 
decay. Tbe site is now occupied by a 
farm, into whose walls, apparently, hare 
been built some portions of the ancient 
building, which " probably extended 
itself as far as the church, and had an 
entrance into it." — Tomkint. 

A chapd, dedicated to St. Augustine, 
and mentioned in the Cnrtulary of Caris- 
brooke (which is still extant, and con- 
tains upwards of 200 deeds, records, 
grants, and papers) as "a chapel for 
lepers," formerly stood near the priory ; 
but not a vestige of it remains. 

2. CabisskooEB Castlb.— The great 
glory and chief boast of Carisbrooke, 
however, is the famous pile, so grand 
even in its very decay, whose crown of 
towers circles the artificial monnd rising 
with such abruptness out of the fertile 
valley, 239 feet above the sea. Between 
this^nound, and the hill up whose ascent 
straggles the long street of Carisbrooke 
village, winds a branch of tbe Medina, 
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—Dated far the excellence of its shining 
waters, — and spreads a pleasant sweep of 
grassy plain. Against the horizon- 
southward and westward — towers 
range of lofty downs. At toe foot of 
tlie hill clusters the town of Newport, 
with its church spires and tiled roots 
presenting a curious picture; in the mid- 
distance rise the masts of Cowea Har- 
bour, and still farther off, the blue hills 
of Hampshire. The massive tower of 
Carisbrooke Church, and the green 
masses of Parkhurst Forest, relieve the 
view in another direction. And so- 



In fact, CaUbbrooei, from 
braver; " of its position, and the extent 
of its ruins, as well as its pregnant histo- 
rical associations, cannot fail to impress 
the thoughtful observer with peculiar 
force. "I do not think," wrote Keats, 
" I shall ever see a ruin to surpass 
Carisbrooke Castle." And he proceeds 
with some lively details : " Tbe trench 
is overgrown with the smoothest turf, 
and the walls with ivy. The keep within 
side is one bower of ivy; a colony of jack- 
daws have been there for many years. I 
daresay I have seen many a descendant 
of some old eawer who peeped through the 
bar at Charles I., when he was there in 
confinement. "— stems' Life and Letttri. 

The tourist from Newport proceeds 
along the ancient Mall, and crossing the 
brooke which, with tbe caer (a stronghold 
or fort) above it, gives name to tbe 
village, laboriously ascends the steep 
eminence on which too venerable pile is 
based. He then finds himself opposite 
the entrance, an archway of picturesque 
character, of the reign of Elizabeth, for 
it bears her initials, and the date 1693, 
on a stone shield over the arch. Crossing 
a stone bridge which spans the most, now 
filled with wild flowers and verdant turf, 
he reaches tbe Gait-home, built by gal- 



lant Antony Woodville, a stately maehi- 
colated structure, still boasting of its 
ancient, cross-barred, ponderous gates, 
and adorned with noble circular towers, 
which have been grooved for two port' 
cullises. Not long ago these towers were 
nearly shrouded in the most luxuriant 
ivy, but during the recent repairs their 
rich overgrowth was carefully removed, 
much to the detriment of their pictu- 
resque character, though an advantage in 
the way of insuring them a longer exist- 
ence. The Woodville escutcheon is dis- 
cernible over the gate, flanked onesch side 
bythe" White KoBe"ofthehonseofYork 
Having entered the Castle area yon see, 
on your left, the, ruins of the apartments 
which formed the prison, of Sing Char/a 
during so many months of heart-weari- 
and impending peril. The cicerone 
points oat a window as that from which 
the unhappy monarch sought to escape, 
■but this is a pleasant fiction. The trte 
window was an aperture " blocked np in 
after alterations, but nevertheless easily 
recognisable in the exterior of the wall, 
as it nearly adjoins the only buttress on 
this side of the castle, "—BiUier. Thu 
part of the ruins is of the architecture of 
the loth century. 

To the right lie the scant; rains of the 
Chapd of St. Nichalai. The fane was 
only erected in 1738, during Lord Lym- 
ington's governorship, but it has been 
suffered to moulder into complete decay. 
Itwaa built on the site of a former chapd, 
or oratory, founded by Fitz-Osbert. Over 
it there was formerly an armory, dis- 
mantled by orders of Lord Cadogan. 

The Tilt-yard, or Bowling Green, was 
converted by CoL Hammond ont of the 
rient place of arms, for the amusement 
Charles I. "The howling green oa 
the barbican with its turf stops, the 
walls of the old castle frowning above it, 
and its beautiful marine view, is as per- 
fect at the present moment as if it bad 
been laid down but yesterday,"— as per- 
fect as when the Stuart walked there to 
and fro attended by CoL Hammond, oi 
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the Princess Elizabeth played " at bowls, 
a apart she much delighted in." 

The plain, indeed, the somewhat ugly 
mansion which faces you aa yon enter 
appeals to have been modernized out of 
the original Hall, and divided into two 
atones. It was formerly connected with 
the keep by a strong wall. During the 
recent repairs,— ably directed by Mr. 
Hardwicke, the architect, — many inte- 
resting details, hitherto concealed, have 
been discovered. A stalwart chimney, 
and one of tbe ancient windows on the 
aide opposite to the keep, may now be 
seen. Tbe nnaller of the two chapels 
which once existed within the castle pre- 
cincts, — the chapel erected by Isabella de 
Portions, — has been brought to light. The 
side window remains, and tbe bountiful 
arcade on both aides, bnt of the east win- 
dow there is no trace bnt the position of 
the sill ; it is now occupied by the great 
staircase which Lord Cutis pnt np when 
he repaired tbe governor's residence. — 
■lite Builder, No. 739. "Adjoining the 
chapel, south, was the principal apart- 
ment of the castle, communicating with 
the chapel by means of a hagioscope. 

case."— Murray. Some of the apart- 
ments in the governor's residence are 
worth examination, with the coved ceil- 
ings of **tbe (leorgian era." 

The massive and venerable keep lies to 
the north east, and stands npon an arti- 
ficial mound, bravely overlooking the rest 
of the oastle, and commanding a grand 
panorama of the surrounding landscape. 
It is reached by a weary flight of 71 
rather difficult steps, leading to a stout 
gateway grooved for a portcullis. The 
keep is a Norman erection, of what date 
is uncertain. In the interior there is a 
smaller flight of steps, leading to the ir- 
regular polygon, 60 feet broad, formed 
by the massive walla of tbe old Tower. 
The donjon well (for there were two wells 
in the castle),— of a fabulous depth, ac- 
cording to tradition,— has long been 
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" One of the moat curious things in 
the castle is the other well, which is above 
300 feet deep" (really, 1*4 feet deep, with 
37 feet depth of water). " The visitor ia 
shown into the well-house (near the en- 
trance) ; and while he is noticing the 
singular appearance of the room, one side 
of which is occupied by an enormous 
wooden wheel, a small lamp is lighted ; 
and after being told to mark the time 
that elapses before a glass of water that 
is thrown down strikes against the 
bottom of the well, the lamp is lowered 
by means of a small windlass, making, 
aa he watches its descent, a circle of light 
continually lessening till the lamp is seen 
to float on the surface of the water, at a 
depth that makes him almost diny. A 
grave old donkey is then introduced, who 
quietly walks into the huge treadwheeL, 
which he anon begins to turn, — as curs 
in days of yore turned spits,— whereby 
the bucket is lowered and drawn up 
again, which feat being accomplished, 
Jacob very soberly walks out again." — 
Knight. The building over the well (of 
the date of the 15th century), has been 
carefully repaired and restored by Mr. 
Hardwicke. The well itself probably 
reaches the chalk-marl, which is in gene- 
ral the first water shed when the white 
chalk is perforated. 

We need not dwell npon the history of 
Carisbrooke Castle, which is, in fact, the 
history of the island, aa we have already 
given it at considerable detail in the 
earlier pages of our little volume. Its 
name is said to have been corrupted from 
that of the old Jutish stronghold, whose 
site it probably occupies, — Wihtgaraby- 
rig, Gareburg, Garsbrook, Carisbrooke. 
Warner claims for it a yet more fanciful 
derivation, — Caerbroc, the town among 
the yew trees. But its real etymology 
seems to us sufficiently obvious: Caer, 
the fort ; oroofo, on the brook or stream, 
an appellation clearly descriptive of its 
peculiar situation. 

There can be little doubt but that 
Carisbrooke was originally a British 
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settlement, and that It Commanded or 
oycrawcd the great highway of the tin 
trade which crossed the island from 
Qnrnard Bay to Puckaster Goto. By 
the Romans its eligibility as a military 
position was immediately recognised, 
and there is evidence enough to prove 
that with them it was the principal 
Island- settlement, only pushed from 
pride of place by Newport, when the 
situation of the latter, on a navigable 
stream, rendered it commercially of 
greater importance. The old Roman 
road — laid down, we fancy, on the line of 
the British traject — may still be traced 
upon Bnccombe Down. The recent dis- 
covery of s large Roman villa, adjoining 
the parsonage, confirms the troth of this 
hypothesis. 

William Fiti-Osbert commenced the 
erection of the present stronghold, and 
some parts of his handiwork are, pro- 
bably, still extant. Richard de Redvers 
largely repaired and rebuilt it, invent- 
ing, we are told, many new engines of 
war, and raising, perhaps, the glorious 
massive keep, evidently of early Norman 
architecture. By Isabella de Portions 
it was completely repaired, and consider- 
ably strengthened. In a recent work a 
very curious statement of the expendi- 
ture she incurred has been published — 
from the original document — and there is 
extant an inquisition, or tarveg of iht 
inland, taken shortly after her death, 
which affords an interesting view of the 
then condition of the castle :— " The 
jury say, upon their oath, that the 
adrowson of the free chapel of the bless- 
ed Nicholas, in the Castle of Caris- 
brooke, belongs to the abbot and convent 
of Quarrera. A house in the same 
castle, to wit, one hall, fonr chambers 
for straw adjoining the hall, with a solar 
(upper chamber) ; one small church, and 
another great church, which churches 
are supported at the expense of the 
Abbot of (juan-era; one large kitchen ; 
•ne chamber for the constable, with a 
solar to the same ; one small chamber 



beyond the gate, aid another under the 
wall ; one great chamber with a solar ; 
one bonse which in called the 'Old 
Chapel;' one larder; one great house 
which is called ' the bakehouse and 
brewhouse,' in which there is a granary 
at one end ; two great stables for corn 
and forage ; two high towers, built with 
ths chamber for straw, and other two 
towers built under the wall ; one house, 
with a wall for a prison ; one chamber 
near the same. Richard le Porter hath 
the custody of the prison in the castle, 
and of the castle-gate, for the term of 
his life, by charter of Isabella, formerly 
Countess of Albemarle, and receive! 
yearly, from the manor of Bnccombe, 
his pension." The chapel recently 
brought to light by Mr. Hardwicke is 
the "small church" herein mentioned, 
andwasbnilt by Isabella de Portibus; 
for in the accounts already alluded to 
occurs an entry, " For cleansing and 
making a foundation for the new 
church." 

The castle- walla, at this period, only 
included an area of an acre and a half, 
and were nearly "in figure a rectangular 
parallelogram, having the angles round- 
ed." — Worijty. Montacnte, Earl of 
Salisbury, did something towards its 
repair in the 9th year of Richard II., 
and great additions were madb to its 
strength and beauty by Antony Wood- 
villa, better known as Lord Scales, dur- 
ing his captaincy of the island. At ■ 
later period it waa thoroughly repaired 
by order of Henry VIII. When ths 
alarm of invasion by the Spanish armada 
echoed through the land, the fortifica- 
tions were completely remodelled on the 
plan of those of Antwerp, by Genebells, 
the Italian engineer, who constructed 
Tilbury fort. The ramparts erected by 
him are still in some degree of preserva- 
tion, andinclude twenty acres of ground, 
their circuit being nearly a mile. The 
Queen contributed £4000, the gentry of 
the island £400, and the commonalty 
their personal labour, by digging the 
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outward ditch without fee or payment. 
The present building is, in fact, the 
Castle of Carisbrooke, as enlarged and 
strengthened in the days of Elizabeth. 
The works occupied 245<iays(25th March 
to 24th November, 1587), and the ma- 
nual labour and materials cost £470, 
18a. 5d., nearly £6000 at the present 
value of money. 

The governor's residence within the 
castle was repaired and rebuilt by Lord 
Cntta, and afterwards by Lord Bolton, 
during their respective governorships of 
the island. Their successors being 
"non-resident," took but little heed of 
the condition of the grand old strong- 
hold, and it gradually mouldered away 
into grievous dilapidation, until two 
yearn ago Hr. Hardwieke was commis- 
sioned to check the decay, and effect 
what reparation he could. 

And bo, let us hope, this famous pile. 



will raise, for many a long year, its gray 
keep and ivied buttresses upon the height 
of Carisbrooke, a splendid memorial of 
the historic past.* 
S. T/ie Roman Villa. (See Appendix.) 
i. Carisbbooki Chubch (see Pt. iii.) 
is a very fine specimen of early English, 
and its noble tower is an admirable land- 
mark for all the country side. 

5. A /Toman Catholic Nunnery has 
recently been erected in the vicinity of 
tbe village, by the Countess of Clare, at 
a cost of £18,000. The buildings possess 
no particular architectural pretensions, 
but are simple, and even elegant in design. 

6. Cariibrooke Cemetery, a spot to 
make one, as Shelley says, "in lore with 
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death," was formed in 1858, at a cost of 
£4500. Its two chapels are in tbe Early 

English style. 

IV. rABKHUBST. — At Parkhurst 
three considerable buildings attract the 
attention of the tonrist : the Barracks, 
the Prison, and the Boate of Industry. 

1. The Barracki lie to the left of the 
road connecting Newport with West 
Cowes, about half a mile from the far- 
mer. They were established in Septem- 
ber 1703, and were originally called 
Parkhurst Barracks; bat their name was 
afterwards changed to Albany, in com- 
pliment to the then Commander-in-chief, 
the Dnke of York and Albany. They 
occupy au area of 1211 feet by 700 — or 
about 100 acres — and include five officers' 
houses, eight large and t 
barracks, a house for the 
another for the chief accountant, a 
chapel, necessary offices, and a targe 
parade ground, next in completeness to 
that of Chatham. There are three 
excellent wells worked by means of 
engine- pumps. Altogether, the arrange- 
ments of the Barracks, which will accom- 
modate about 2000 men, are excellent, 
and their sanitary condition superior to 
that of most of our English barracks. 
The depots of several regiments are 
always stationed here. Lt.-Col. Jeffrey 
is the present commandant, and tha 
number of troops stationed here varies 
from 800 to 1200. 

2. In 1838 the government Converted 
the hospital portion of the Barracks into 
a reformatory prison for juvenile offen- 
ders, and the experiment answered so 
admirably as to lead to the construction 
of a second prison, a little higher up the 
hill. Together the two buildings would 
contain 700 prisoners, but the average 
number of inmates did not exceed 400. 
The system adopted was a combination of 
punishment and prevention, — "the pre- 
vention of crime in the unconvicted, and 
the reformation and punishment of the 
convicted offender," — objects sought to 
be attained " by moral and religious is- 
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atruction and industrial employment. 
The penal discipline consulted of depri- 
vation of liberty, wearing an i 
leg, a strongly-marked prison 
a regular diet reduced to its 
Silence was enforced, and the prisoi 
nere subjected to uninterrupted eun 
lance." Of late years, however, this 
establish ment has undergone very con- 
siderable changes. In I 
modelled, and adapted for the reception 
of female convicts ; while in 1869 it was 
again subjected to modification, and set 
apart for the admission of male convicts 
under sentence of penal servitude. It is 
now subject, therefore, to the same strict 
regulations as the prison at Portland or 
Dartmoor, and admission can be ob- 
tained only by special order and under 
exceptional circumstance!. A large staff 
of warders is employed, and the most 
rigorous precautions are adopted to pre- 
vent the escape of the inmates. It may 
be regarded as hy per- aenti mental to ob- 
ject to the location of such an establish- 
ment in the immediate vicinity of some 
of the finest scenery and most interesting 
places in the island, yet the visitor cer- 
tainly feels a disagreeable impression 

when the gloomy pile r 
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scape. It is a kind of plague-apot, indi- 
cative of disease, which he would gladly 
shut out from his thoughts and recollec- 
tions; and he finds it impossible to sup- 
press a strong desire that the Govei 
ment would relieve the Isle of Wight 
from the heavy shadow of a criminal 
prison. This may be regarded 
sentimental affectation ; yet the mind 
mast be indifferent indeed thi 
wholly throw aside sncfa a feeling. We 
confess to a belief that Dartmoor 
Portland is a much more approprii 
locality, and would rejoice to know U 
the Isle of Wight waa relieved from the 
Unpleasant associations of this gloomy 
pile. Admission to inspect Farhhurst 
Prison can only be obtained from the 



Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 

S. The ffotue of Induttrg was estab- 
lished by the gentlemen of the island in 
, and is managed under a local Act 

; was the forerunner of that of tie 
Poor Law, and it has undoubtedly 
proved a great boon to the pauper popu- 
lation of the island. A grant of 80 acres 
of the waste lands of the forest was ob- 
tained from the crown, and the present 
building— which will accommodate seven 
Jred inmates, though in 1871 it only 
ained four hundred — erected at a 
of £20,000. They are supported by 
te levied on the different parishes 
amounting to a considerable yearly 
me; and the management rests in 
the hands of a corporation styled guar- 
diatu of the poor, consisting of land- 
owners rated at £60 per annum, heiis- 
ipparent to £100 per annum, and occu- 
piers of land rated at £100 per annum. 
Out of these are annually elected tweutj- 
four directors and thirty-aiz acting guar- 

1 whole frontage of the house is 
300 feet in length and 27 in deptb, 
i wing ranging southwards 170 feet 
by 2*. Thedining-hallisllSfeetloog 
The grounds are divided into fields and 
gardens, and tended and cultivated by 
the inmates. There are alao workshops 
for artisans and tradesmen, whose pro- 
ms are regularly sold for the bene- 
fit of the institution.* 

In the vicinity of Newport and 
Carisbrooke are many fine farms, nume- 
rous villas, and Beats of the gentry, to 
which it is impossible for us to allude in 
Our limited space. The Pariorutat at 
Carisbrooke ia most agreeably situated, 
Shide House is a respectable mansion; 
while, east of the town, on the Hyde roan. 
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are SetUtrofi, well worthy of Its sitrnifi- 
cuit name, and a deserted £m» Afanu- 
factory, formerly famous for tbe produc- 
tion of the Iale of Wight lace, "ezten. 
sively patronised by her Majesty and tbe 

At Bowndge, near Apes Down, 2) 
miles west. Sir David Brewster and 
other eminent naturalists discovered, in 
1841, the flowering calamint, previously 
(apposed to be confined to Switzerland. 

"The country around Cariabrooke is 
very lovely. There are delicious green 
lanes, where the trees interlace overhead 
and form an ciquisite roof to the infor- 
mal avenue ; there are again lone farm- 
houses, shaded by lofty, spreading elms, 
and environed by broad tilths of wheat ; 
little playful brooks running wild among 



the alder spotted meadows, and downy 
heights with wide-spread prospects, and 
shadowy copses, peopled only by the 
merry song-birds. You might roam 
about here for weeks, and Dot exhaust 
the affluence of gentle pastoral loveli- 
ness."— -Thorne. 

PUtca to be vitiied by Ike pedettrian — 
Apes Down, 2} miles; Clatterford, 1 
mile, where Roman relics, especially the 
rains of of villa, have been discovered ; 
Bowcombe Down, and traces of a Roman 
road ; Park Cross, 2 miles, a lovely 
nook; Chillerton and its chalky down, 4 
miles ; Marvel, 1 mile, the site of an 
ancient religious house; Rowborough 
(see post); sod Newbams, for Celtic 
earthworks, 2J miles, at the foot of 
Qatcomne Down (see patt). 



DISTRICT m. <S.W.r-BRIGHSTOHE AND ITS ENVIRONS. 



Havtho taken Cowis and Nbwtoet as 
the centres of two considerable districts 
of the island, we shall select, as the best 
starting-point for oar third great divi- 
sion, the delightful village of Bhiituh or 
HwonsTONE, situated on the main road 
from Ventnor to Freshwater, and New- 
port to Freshwater Gate, at a distance of 
7 miles south-west of Newport, 14 miles 
south-west of Ryde, 11 north-west of 
Ventnor, and 9 miles south-east of Tar- 
mouth. — {/Bus: New Inn, and Five 
Bells.) 

" A cheerful little village, on the sunny 
side of tbe Isle of Wight, sheltered from 
cold winds by overhanging hills, with a 
goodly church, and a near prospect of 
the sea" — (Life of Ken) — is not an ' 
curate description of this pleasantest of 
the pleasant places on the south-western 
coast of the island ; for it lies ona sunny 
tableland, open to the warm breezes of 
the south, and defended against bitter 
winds by a range of lofty downs, whose 
green sides are for ever dappled with 
changing shadows. All about it are 
blossomy gardens and clnmps of green 
elms, and sequestered bowers hidden 



away among silent hills, and "eternal 
whisperings around " of the distant sea. 
And ever the wind goes — 



And the birds whirr from copse to copse, 
and the soft rosy haze rises above the 
ample meadows, and onwards to the 
furthest angle of the isle rolls the great 
chain of abrupt hills whose summits, we 
may fancy, are guarded by the spirits nf 
those who sleep within their bosom I So 






(From JfeMpaTt toon, the manor hsilnu been 
conferred on the toe of Winchester by King 
Egbert (Ecbert or Ecbrluhl) In i-D. sae.) 
Is a pariah and rural deanery in the 
West Medine liberty, containing S2G1 
acres, and a population, in 1871, of 614, 
with 132 inhabited houses, and 4 unin- 
habited. A great portion of the land 
consists of bare chalky downs, and the 
population, therefore, is chiefly centred 
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|n the hamlet of Brighstone, which ii < 
of the largest in the island. On the west 
the parish ia bounded by Mottistone, on 
the eastby Shorwell, north by Calbourne 
and Carisbrooke, south by the British 
Channel. It includes Lymerston, part 
of Chilton, Atherfield, and Uggeton (now 
called Moggletou), formerly a possession 
of the Knights Templars. 

Brighitoat Church ia an interesting 
edifice, which has recently been restored 
with considerable taste. Bishop Ken, 
tbe aweet singer of the " Morning" and 
*' Evening Hymns," the honest prelate 
who refused to recede Nell Gwynne " 
bio bouse at Winchester, held the rectory 
from 1867 to 1669. Hia yew-hedge ' 
still shown as "a cherished memorial" 
the rectory garden; and his name imparts 
to the church and Tillage "a sweet si 
of holy things." The lata Bishop of 
Winchester was the incumbent from 1830 
to 1840; and his father, the iUust 
William Wilberforce, spent several 
months of the last year of his life in the 
prettyandcozyparsonage-bonse. Await 
in the garden is still associated with his 
name. In this delightful neighbourhood 
be spent the summer of 1832, "climbing 
with delightto the top of thechalk downs, 
or of an intermediate terrace, or walking 
long upon the unfrequented shore." 

In I860 the National Lifeboat Institu- 
tion selected Brighstone as one of their 
stations ; and the boat haa been the means 

Lemeriton or Lymeriton lies about one 
mile eastward of Briiton Tillage. The 
manor was anciently in the possession of 
the crown, but soon after the Conquest 
was bestowed upon a family who took 
their name from it — De Lymerai, or De 
Lymerston. They founded here a 
chapel of the Holy Ghost for three 
priests, who were to officiate both for 
the living and the dead, under the roles 
of St. Augustine. 

After two or three generations male 
issue failed the family, and the manor 
was purchased about the middle of the 



last century by George Stanley, the 

father of the Right Hon. Hans Stanley. 
It lately belonged to 8. Stanley, Esq., 
of Paultons, Hampshire. 

The oratory was in existence in 1349, 
but probably soon afterwards perished, 
as it was a private chapel, and the Tyche- 
bumea did not maintain any state at Ly- 



1. The tourist who taken up his 
abode at Brighstone fur a week will find 
ail days' ample occupation in the follow- 
ing eicursions ; a. Passing Lemerston, 
and the pleasant old mansion of Vest 
Court, to the village of Shorwell, ?.± 
miles ; let him then ascend the hill, by 
Sir Henry Gordon's seat, North Court ; 
turn to the right, and take the Chillerton 
road, which opens up some fine bursts 
of scenery, via Gatcombe, 3J miles, 
to Newport. Return by Carisbrooke 
and Rowborongh (See District II., Sub- 
mate 4). b . From Brighstone to the 
west, by a picturesqne road which winds 
up steep hills and down into green rales, 
with agreeable alternations ; passing 
Mottistone, 1 mile [notice a steep lane, 
by the church, whioh leads to the Long 
Stone, or Druidie cromlech), Brook, 2 
miles (notice the chine, and petrified 
forest), and taking the road to the north, 
via Hhalcombe and Afton Downs to 
Freshwater Gate, BJ miles. Returning, 
if the tide permits, by the sands, past 
Brook Point— with its petrified forest- - 
Brook Chine, Chilton Chine, and Grange 
Chine, about 7 miles, e. Prom Brigh- 
stone, by Mottistone Mill, through Cal- 
bourne Bottom, and to Weatover (for- 
merly the seat of the Holmes family}, to 
Calbourne, 8j miles, and Newtown, 3 
miles. Returning by Swaineton {notice 
the seat of Sir Barrington Simeon), over 
the downs, d. From Brighstone to 
Woolverton, an old gabled mansion, and 
across a wild moorland country to King. 
ston, i miles. Then by way of Stroud 
Green, 1 mile, passing Chale Farm, 1 mile. 
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with'Its bits of earl; English architec- 
ture, to Chile, half a mile, and Black gang 
Chine, halfamile. Ascend St, Catherii 
Hill, and cross into Niton, whence the 
tnnriat may continue his tour to Godshill 
and Ventnor, or return via Atberfield, 
to Brighstone. e. A walk along the 
cliffs, passing Barnes Chine, Cowleaze 
Chine, Atberfield Point, Wbale Chine, 
Walpan Chine, St. Catherine's Point, 
and Lighthouse, to Puckaster Core. Re- 
turning by Sub-route <£ /. A walk 
along the cliffs, westward, observi 
Orange Cbine, Chilton Chine, Bull Rook, 
Brook Chine. Brook Point, and Comptor 
Bay, to Freshwater Gate. Then acrost 
a delightful country to Freshwatei 
and Yarmouth, returning via Cal- 
bouroe, by Sub-route c. ; or, from Fresh- 
water date to Alum Bay and the 
Needles, returning via Afton Down, by 
Bub-route 4. 



1. Mottibtohe, a pariah and Tillage in 
the West Medine liberty. Tbe parish 
contains HOT acres; population in 1871, 
140; in 1861, ISO; and in 1851, 143. 
Inhabited houses, 24; uninhabited, 3. 
Bounded north by Calbourae, south by 
the Channel, east by Brighstona, west 
by Shalfleet. Most of this parish lies 
between the sea and the green slopes of 
Uottistone Down (BBS feet in height), 
and possesses a good arable soil. Toe 
scanty population (9 to an acre) is chiefly 
occupied in agricultural pursuits. There 
is here, north of the church, a large 
farm: the farm - house, formerly the 
manor-home and residence of tbe Cheke 
family, is an excellent specimen of the 
Tudor domestic architecture. It was 
built in 1657, and is popularly, though 
erroneously, supposed to have been the 
birth-place of Sir John Cheke,— 
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worth turning aside to see : it u of dif- 
ferent dales, and baa the peculiar pie- 
turesquenflBs that so many of these old 
churches possess, which have thus grown 
into their present form by the addiLion 
of new limbs in different ages. " — Tkornt, 
The internal fittings are of cedar, ob- 
tained from a vessel which was wrecked 
on the neighbouring coast. Pitt Place 
{Major Brown), a short distance beyond 
the village, tying left of the road, is a 
commodious mansion, enjoyinga fine sea 
prospect. 

The tourist, howevor, will visit Motti- 
stone chiefly for tbe purpose of examin- 
ing the singular relic of bygone days 
known as the Long Stone, which pro- 
bably gives ita name to the village. " It 
is a huge quadrangular mass of stone, 
bearing upon it no marks of the chisel, 
though somewhat rudely formed. It 

the lower greensand formation,— the pre- 
vailing stone in that neighbourhood, 
abundance of which might he had from 
Compion Bay Cliff. Tbe height of the 
ipright stone is 13 feet, its widest 
side 6J feet, its circumference 20 feet." 
Its depth is supposed to be considerable. 
a slight distance from it there is a 
recumbent stone: "its length 9 feet 3 
inches ; its width, at tbe widest part, 4 
feet; and its b eight, at the thickest end, 
2J feet. Besides tbese two contiguous 
stones, there is another, of a similar 
kind, about 300 yards distant from Long- 
itone, to the east, on the wayside. This 
tone is 4 feet 3 inches wide, and 2 feet 2 
ncbes thick. Another stone lies near 
the gate from the Calbourae and Motti- 
road to the pathway to Longstone, 
from which it is distant 670 yards." 
y some authorities Longstone baa been 
msidered as simply a landmark ; others 
hare looked upon it as place of public 
"ng, from the Saxon mote, as in tha 
, "wardmote;" but the general 
on pronounces it a crmtdech, or 
Drnidic sepulchral stone. 

About 200 yards north-east of it is 
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Cutis Hill, when elands an ancient 
earthwork, or fort, nearly square, pro- 
bably of British origin. Its length, from 
north to south, is 191 feet; its breadth, 
from east to west (on the north side), 177 
feet; and on the south side, 168 feet. 
The bank which surrounds it is 21 feet 
broad and S feet high. There are other 
earthworks in the neighbourhood which 
the tourist may easily light upon, and 
from almost every point he will, at least, 
enjoy a delectable sweep of lea, and dale, 
and grove, farmstead and grange, white 
cliff and sparkling sea. 

2. Brook, Smiles from Brighstone, lies 
in a hollow betwixt the hills, looking 
out upon a rough and pebbled beach. 
The parish contains 713 acres, 37 inha- 
bited houses, and 2 uninhabited houses. 
Population, in 1871, 183. Boundaries I 
H., Thorley; 8., theChannel; B., Shal- 
fleet; W., Freshwater. The church, a 
lonely building, has been recently re- 
built, after being destroyed by fire on 
the 16lh of December 1868. The manor 
was in the possession of the Bowermana, 
an ancient island family, for many years, 
and afterwards of the Howes; but 
recently purchased (about }S5o) by C. 
Beely, Esq., M.P., whose * . " 
Koudc, upon the uplands, is a noble 
mansion, finely situated. It was here 
that Dame Joanna Bowerman receded, 
iu 1499, King Henry VII. ; who, in ae- 
knowledgment of her hospitality, pre- 
sented her with a drinking-horn, long 
preserved in the family. And here, in 
1864, Mr. Seely entertained Garibaldi, 
who planted some trees in the ground, 
and also at Faringford. 

Prom Brook Down there is a goodly 
prospect. There is perhaps even 
one from Afton Down (600 feet iu height). 
"Freshwater Bay stretches round in 
splendid curve; the chalk cliffs, which rii 
perpendicularly to a height of some 600 
or 600 feet from the sea raging constantly 
against their base, were formerly cro 
bytheNeadlesligbtbouse. Beyond 
broad belt of the Channel, along which 



■hips of all sizes are constantly passing 
io and fro. In the extreme distance lies 
the coast of Dorset, which is visible from 
Foole Harbour to Portland Bill ; while 
the foreground obtains boldness and 
strength from the shattered and de- 
tached masses of rock that lift then- 
far above the water at Freshwater 
Gate. Nor, though less grand, is that 
id view less pleasing where the Yar 
s ' its silver winding way ' along the 
valley to which it gives its name, 
enlarging rapidly from a scarcely trace- 
able rivulet, till, in a mile or two, 
has become a goodly estuary." — 

There is a life-boat station at Brook, 
ipplied by two-and-twenty men, besides 

the coxswains. 
3. Shohwbm.. —We now suddenly 
turn to the pastures and green dells of 

the grateful inland village of Shorwell," 
ich boasts one of the fairest of the 

island churches. The parish derives its 
ime from a brook {Shere-welty which 
ins through it, rising on the grounds of 

Horthcourt. It contains 3886 acres. 

In 1871 its population numbered 633 

(against 612 in 1861), > 
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N., Carisbrooke ; 8., Brighstone ; E. and 
partly S., Godshill, Niton, and Cbale; 
W., Brighstone. Shorwell is 5 miles 
south-west of Newport, and 12 of Eyde. 
It lies in an agreeable valley, which forms 
the only pass or opening in the range of 
downs from Gatcombe to Freshwater, 
and which debouches, so to speak, upou 
the table-land which skirts the chalk 
cliffs of Brighstone and Chale Bays. 

The church is certainly an interesting 
edifice ; has been restored within the last 

fe»y« 
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a the Leigh family. 
It dates from the reign of Edward 111., 
when the parish was token out of that 
of Carisbrooke, on the complaint of the 
inhabitants that they had to carry their 
dead five miles to burial, sndwhen "the 
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waters were oat," in winter, the death 
of one person was the occasion of many 
more. There ore two schools in the vil- 
lage, and in the neighbourhood are the 
handsome seats of Sortkeotirt, B'oofcer- 
lon, and Walcanrt.— (SeepoJt.) 

4. BiMBEH is a duster of small cot- 
tages sonth of Brignstone, which gives 
name to a considerable chine, opening 
upon Brighstoue Bay. It is noticeable 
On account of the remains of a flomano- 
Eritiih pottery which once existed here, 
and must have been of an important 
character, but has gradually been washed 
away with the crumbling cliff by the 
continual agency of the undermining 
waves of the British Channel. Frag- 
ments of urns, drinking vessels, and 
other -pottery, were excavated here some 
four or fiva years ago. 

6. Kinuston, anciently Chingaton, or 
the King's Manor, lies about 6j miles 
south- south-west of Newport, 1 miles 
south-east of Brignstone, and about 2 
miles from Shorwell. Tt contains S63 
acres, 12 inhabited houses, and a popu- 
lation, in 1871, of 66 souls (37 males + 
29 females). The church is one of the 
smallest and plainest in the island, dat- 
ing from the fourteenth century. 

6. CHiLB is a very pretty village, 8j 
miles south-BOUth-west of Newport, lying, 
a short distance from the sea, at the foot 
of C halo Down. The name is derived by 
some from Schick, the hollow of a bow] 
or cup, in allusion to the shape of the 
bay, or perhaps of Blackgang Chine. 
The parish contained, in 1871, 852 in- 
habitants, and 128 inhabited houses; in 
1831, 110 houses, and 584 inhabitants; 
having increased from 391 in 1801 to 
406 in 1811, 473 in 1821, 644 in 1831, 
and 610 in 1841. Acreage, 2376. The 
church is a good thirteenth century 
building, well restored, with a noble Per- 

Chale Farm, on the left, is a picturesque 
building, with several relics of decorated 
architecture wrought into it, and a fine 
Old barn, 100 ft. by 30. The Partonogt 
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on the right (from Kingston) is a plea- 
sant house pleasantly placed. 

" Here the country begins to expand 
itself into more level and extensive fields, 
and to disclose the boundless view of the 
British Channel, the proximity of which 
prevents the few trees that are scattered 
through this open region from show- 
ing any signs of luxuriance." — Wynd- 

Blackffang Wine, one of the lions of 
the island; Si. Catharine'! Hill; and 
Atherfietd Point, we shall describe in 
their proper places. 

In Chale Church-yard lie buried 
eighteen of the victims who perished by 
the wreck of the Clarendon in Chale 
Bay, October 11, 1836. 



From Brighttone Watviard. — The 
road to be pursued by the tourist along 
the cliffs has been agreeably described by 
a traveller who wrote and travelled half 
aceutury ago. His sketch is still correct 
in its details :— " Our track was mostly 
over extensive sheep-walks, fragrant with 
thyme crushed under the wheels of the 
carriage. Rich farms and neat cottages 
adorned the valleys. The meanest of the 
cottages, and those inhabited by the 
poorer class, were buried in roses, jessa- 
mine, and honeysuckle, and often large 
myrtles, which, on the southern coast, 
bear the winter out of doors." — Sinamd. 
He crosses an extensive table-land, shel- 
tered from the north by a long and lofty 
range of undulating downs. Occasionally 
he comes to a thick cluster of branching 
elms, or a lone farm-stead nestling away 
in a quiet valley — "an ancient grange 
half-hid in harvest-home." There are 
rivulets, too, meandering slowly through 
the plain, until lost in the deep savage 
ravines, or chines, which their agency 
has worn in ths yielding soil. Par 
away to the westward he sees a wall of 
precipitous chalky cliff, gleaming and 
flashing witb a wonderful brilliancy, and 
beyond, against the horizon like a bank 



of while cloud, lie the steep bulwarks of 
the Ida of Portland. To the south 
stretch the shifting witters of the tamoua 



" The TilTsgea along the summit of 
these cliffs have same attractions in point 
of beauty, and are full of interest to 
the antiquary. Mottistone Church ia 
worth turning aside to see. The little 
secluded Tillage of Brooke, lying in a 
hollow betwixt the hills, close by the 
chine of the same name, and looking upon 
a rough, rock-strewn beach, might also be 
seen; but it will be veil to ascend the 
Downs at Mottistone, and proceed along 
them to Freshwater. The views from 
these grounds are of rast extent, and are 
hardly surpassed in the island in an; re- 
spect. The prospects from Afton Down 
have always been famous ; the view over 
Freshwater is especially striking. Fresh- 
water Bay stretches round in a splendid 
curve, the chalk cliffs rising perpendicu- 
larly to a height of some 500 or 600 
feet from the sea, which rages con- 
stantly against their base, and crowned 
by the Needles' lighthouse. Beyond is 
the broad belt of ocean, along which ships 
of all sizes are constantly passing to 
and fro. In the extreme distance lies 
the coast of Dorset, which is visible from 
Poole Harbour to Portland Bill, while 
the fore-ground obtains boldness and 
strength from the shattered and de- 
tached masses of rock that lift their 
beads far above the water at Freshwater 
Gate, Nor, though less grand, is that 
inland view less pleasing where the Yar 
wends 'its silver winding way' along 
the rich valley to which it gives its 
name, enlarging rapidly from a scarcely 
traceable, rivulet, till, in a mile or two, 



it has become a goodly estuary."— 

Freshwater Qate, with its singular 
rocks, and deep, shadowy caverns, will 
engage our attention hereafter. We now 
proceed on our homeward route— from 
Freshwater Gate to Brighatone ; and, as 
the tide permits— time and tide always 
wait for the scribe 1— make our way 
along the firm red sands. 

1. Compton' Bay will first attract the 
tourist's attention. The Chine is "a 
deep chasm worn in the ferruginous 
sands by a stream that tails from the 
summit of the cliff," which is here, and 
as far as Atherfield Point, composed of 
the clays, shales, and sands of the Weal- 
den formation. The Wealden pointsare 
consequently very abundant along these 
shores, and petrified hazel nuts, called 
by the islanders Noah's nuts, are often 
met with. 

2. The eastern extremity of Compton 
Bay IB BrovkLedge, or Brook Point, and 
"at its base a dangerous reef of rocks 
extends seaward to a considerable dis- 
tance. If tbe tide is very low, a succes- 
sion of ledges of this kind are visible 
along the shore, stretching out to the 
distance of half a mile or more from the 
land, and indicating the former extent of 
the southern coast of the island, at a 
comparatively very modern period. 
These reels and rocks consist of the , 
harder masses of the Wealden sandstone, 
which have resisted the destructive 
effects of the waves, after the clays, 
sands, and softer materials have been 
swept away."-— ifonfeW. Many disss' 
trous wrecks have occurred upon this 
dangerous coast. 

Here the attention of the tourist will 
be arrested by the remains of a singular 
and vast petrifaction — petrified trunks 
and branches of huge trees ; which"evi- 
dently originated in a raft composed of a 

* Compton (cambt and Ma), the settlement 
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prostrate pine- forest, transported from a 
distance by tlio river which flowed 
through tbe country whence the Weal- 
den deposits were derived, and became 
■nbmerged in the sand and mud of the 
delta, barring with it the bones of rep- 
tilea, mussel-shells, and other extraneous 
bodies it had gathered in its course."— 
Mantdl. To the geologist this scene, a 
sort of glimpse of a pre-Adamitie world, 
cannot but suggest tbe most interesting 
conclusions. " The trees appear to have 
been submerged when arrived at matu- 
rity, and while fresh and vigorous. On 
a late visit there were two stems which 
could be traced to a length of 20 feet ; 
and they were of such a magnitude 
as to indicate the height of the trees 
when living at from 40 to GO feet. Many 
sterna are concealed and protected by the 
foci, corallines, and toophytes, which 
here thrive luxuriantly, and occupy the 
place of the lichens and other parasitical 
plants, with which the now petrified 
trees were doubtless invested when 
flourishing in their native forests, and 
affording shelter to the Iguanodon and 
other gigantic reptiles. "—Mantdl. 

The sea-beach in Compton and Brixton 
Bays chiefly consists of chalk flints 
broken and rounded by attrition into 
boulders, pebbles, and gravel. Some of 
these are transparent, with bands and 
veins of quarts and chalcedony. There 
are " ailicifled chalk sponges," called by 
the lapidaries moss-agates; and the 
beautiful choamita (petrified sea-ane- 
mones), which are simply characteristic 
toophytea- of the white chalk. Pebbles 
of pure transparent quarts, others of jas- 
per — dark-brown mottled, and opaque 
white, and boulders of petrified bone and 
wood, are also found here in considerable 
numbers. 

Passing Brook Chine, we notice, at 
low water, the ominous reef of BuB/ace 
Ledge, and find ourselves in the small 
cove, or hollow, of Brigh stone Bay, as it is 
somewhat grandiloquently called. The 
eliffi are completely scored with chinei 
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of various degrees of interest; most of 
them, however, being fully as deserving 
of examination as the show-chines at 
Blackgang or Shanklin. The tourist 
will come to them, and other note-wor- 
thy points, in the following order : — 



Chilton Chine 








Grange China 


\ Hole. 




(Ship Ledge 




{"=■ 




Cowleue Chine 
















Whale Chine 




Walpan Chine 





^ Rocken End 

From Brighttonc Weitvard, — At 
Chilian Green {chit, chalk, and Ion, 
the settlement) rises a small stream 
which works its way to the cliff, and 
produces a chine of noticeable extent, 
and even sublimity. Near Orange Chine 
is a cavern of considerable height, called 
Butchman'i Holt, from a Dutch galliot 
having been hurled into it. Barna 
Hole a also a tolerably extensive cavern. 
Cow/ease Chine is worth notice. The 
rivulet to which it owes its formation 
does not reach the cliff directly, but runs 
parallel with it for some distance. 
Here " the Wealden clay and its pas- 
sage to tile sands beneath are better dis- 
played than in any other locality." — 
Dr. FUton. 

Walpan Chine (about lj mile from 
Blackgang), is worth visiting for the dif- 
ferent shapes of its winding sides. It is 
"14 feet in height. 

Ladder, or Chate Chint, is an eieava- 

>n in the black'clay cliffs, which, in 

this place, are about £00 feet in height. 

nsdsep into the land, is extremely 

-w, and its aides in many places are 

mdienlar. "It isasnakedasBlack. 

gang Chine, and though much lees deep, 
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is more gloomy ; bot the most strikir 
peculiarity of its character is the copioi 
exudation of chalybeate springs from i 
aides, which ate stained with ochreous 
tints to a eery great extent, and their 
dusky red on the black clay ground gives 
the appearance of a vast extinguished 
furnace to the deep hollow." 

Whale Chine, described by Sterling 
resembling " a mighty gash inflicted by 
the sword of an Orlando," is ISA " 
wide at its mouth, and extends inland 
for nearly two-thirds of a mile. 

A therfidd Point (A derfeldt, the veined 
or streaked field) throws out a dangerous 
ledge of rocks into the sea— the scene of 
several wrecks, and the whilom haunt of 
a gang of smugglers. The cliffs at the 
point are about 160 feet in height, and 
almost entirely consist of the green-sand 
strata. The Wealden clay begins here, 
and stretches as far as Bullface Ledge, 
in a layer about six feet deep. " Near 
this place, after recent slips of the cliff, 
and the removal of the fallen debris by 
the waves, the uppermost of the Weal- 
den deposits and the lowermost of the 
green-sand may be seen in jnxtoposition; 
in other words, the line of demarcation 
between the accumulated sediments of a 
mighty river — some primeval Nile or 
Ganges, teeming with the spoils of the 
land and the exuviss of extinct terrestrial 
and nuviatile animals and plants — and 
the bed of a vast ocean, loaded with the 
debris of marine organisms, of genera 
and species unknown in the present 
KisS'—ManteS. 

Blaekgtmg Chine ( Black gang, the Hack 
way, or path) is the most famous of the 
island curiosities, and has been lionized 
in the guide-books uiqve ad nauseam. 
Viewed from the sea, its aspect is wildly 
picturesque, and not without a certain 
savage grandeur. Viewed from a resting- 
place about half- way down, there is 
something exceedingly effective in the ir- 
regular combination of bare, bleak down, 
iron-coloured rock, abrupt precipitous 
Cliff, and boundless sea, which the view 



presents. -There ia neither tree do 
shrub ; no bright masses of foliage re- 
lieve its sombre sides ; and on a breeiy 
day, when the south wind brings up lbs 
foamy waters with a heavy thud upon 
the shore, filling the dark hollow with its 
dreary echoes, anything more desolate 
or sorrowful it is impossible to con- 

" The chine is on the west declivity 
of St. Catherine's Hill (763 feet*), and it* 
upper appearance is not far below it* 
high summit ; two currents, from distant 
parts of this hill, have made their wsy 
to its brow, and from this height have 
excavated two large separate chasms, bnt 
their waters form a junction at the top 
of a high prominent point, the sides of 
which have been torn away by their re- 
spective torrents. The chasms at this 
junction become one, and consequently 
much deepened ; from whence the united 
waters more rapidly hurry down the 
steep channel for about 200 yards, 
till they arrive at an im penetrable 
precipice of rook (a layer of ironstone 
grit), from whence they fell in a pel- 
licular cascade of TO feet upon the 
re." — Wyndham. There is, hoi- 
-, very little water in the chine except 
after heavy rains. The cliff sides are 
but " of mean height and lumpish form," 
but above them tower majestic broken 
cliffs, 400 feet in height; and as a back- 
ground to the singular picture, above 
these rises "the majestic escarpment" 
of St. Catherine's Hill. 

"The country people in these parts 
once thought that they were possessed of 
Factolian sand, for they obtained for a 
itain time some gold dust from the 
sand of the bay ; but, from a number of 
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terrible wrack,* which has long held 
prominent place in the dark roll of the: 
mournful disasters. The good ship 
Clarendon, a Wea t Indiaman of 345 
with a crew of IT men and boys, and 11 
passengers, was driven in -shore by a tre- 
mendous gale, and immediately went to 
pieces. Only three lives were saved. 
We may add that scarcely a winter passes 
without one or more wrecks, often accom- 
panied by loaa of life ; and the adjacent 
churchyard is full of sod memorials. 

From the beach at Blackgang Chine 
the tourist ascends to the upper cliff by 
a rough flight of steps, formed by small 
logs of wood imbedded in the earth at 
somewhat irregular distances. At the 
summit there is a "bazaar," with a col- 
lection of many-coloured bottles of Alum 
Bay sand, curious pebbles, agates, and 
fossils. Within a species of tent is pre- 
served the skeleton of an enormous whale, 
stranded in 1843 on the shore of Gur- 
nard Bay. A commodious hotel and 
some lodging-houses are seated in ei- 
cellent positions upon the cliff ; very 
pleasant in the genial months of summer 
and autumn, but a little too exposed for 
winter residence. 

The tourist will neit ascend St. Cathe- 
rint't Bill, the loftiest elevation in the 
island, which, with its two towers, offers 
for so many miles around a conspicuous 
and splendid landmark. Here, at least 
as early as the beginning of the 14th 
century, was a hermitage— strange soli- 
tude, on the summit of this precipitous 
height, where even on the stillest day the 
winds hover and whistle as they list! 
One Waller de (lodyton also built here 
a chantry (a.d. 1323), and dedicated it 
to St. Catherine, who, in the Koman 
Hagiology, is invariably the patroness Of 
hills and mountains. In the registry of 
the diocese of Winchester, however, there 
is an entry referring to the hermitage : — 












"Walter de Langatrel 1, adm iasn s ad herml- 
torium supra inoutem de Chale, in insula 
Tectis, idib. Ootobris, A.n."l312; " which 
shows that it was erected prior to the 
foundation of the chantry. The good 
knight Walter also provided an endow- 
ment for a man priest, who should chant 
masses, and maintain a burning light at 
night for the safety of mariners who passed 
that dangerous coast. This duty was 
duly performed until the dissolution of 
the minor religious houses, whenthepriest 
was swept away, though the chantry, built 
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mark, when "the foundation of the whole 
ohapel was also cleared and levelled ; by 
which, not only its figure was discovered, 
but also the floor and stone hearth of the 
priest's little ceil at lie south-west cor- 
ner."— Wordey. It» height is 354 feet ; 
its form octagonal. Almost adjoining it 
is the shell of a lighthouse, erected in 
1735 by the Trinity Board ; but speedily 
discontinued, the mists which so often 
own the summit of the hill rendering 
. of little service. A beacon was also 
established here, under the charge of a 
ant, a midshipman, and two sea- 
St. Catherine's is "the western 
.ity of the southern range of chalk 
i which is separated by a consider- 
able district of green-sand from the cen- 
tral chain of hills. This system of chalk 
is varies iu breadth from half a mile 
zilea, and extends 6 miles in a direo- 
E.S.E. and W.S.W., from St. Ca- 
theriue's Hill to Dunnose, its eastern 
.nation, which is 771 feet high, 
parts of this range 
Onoffrom65uto800 
t, with the exception of a deep valley 
the east of St. Catherine's, through 
which the road to Niton passes, and 
nother at Steep Hill, called the Shuts, 
r Shoot, above Ventnor, traversed by 
he road to Appuldurcombe and New- 
port. " — Manidl. 



i an tier. 
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The splendid prospect to be enjoyed, 
on a dear anno; day, from the summit 
of this lofty down, has often been ei- 
patiated upon by enthusiastic travellers, 
" This view is really of wondrous extent 
— reaching over by far the larger part of 
the island, and including the New Forest 
and the hills of Hampshire, and the south 
coastasfarasBeachyHead. In the oppo- 
site direction, the high lands about Cher- 
bourg are said to have been occasionally 
teen, but it Is a very rare ' occurrence, 
On a calm, clear day, the better part of the 
island lies spread like a map at your feet : 
its bare hills, and its long valleys dusty 
with the thick foliage that everywhere 
crowds them; the villages and the towns 
marked by the lighter or denser smoky 
vapour that hangs above them ; the wind 
ing streams, growing sometimes intolaket 
ere they fall into the sea; and the silvei 
ocean that encircles it, alive with mighty 
ships of war, and every kind of smallt 
craft; and, beyond that again, the far 
distant bills, losing themselves in a e 
purple haze." — Thorite. Such a see 
in fact, as the poet has touched wit 
glowing pencil in the following lines :- 

Tbroajib'ra'nuln clrfu Ibi lUJ 



In that portion of the island whi 
have now surveyed,— a triangle, 
were, whose three points are indicated 
by tlocken End, Freshwater Gate 
Gatcombe Down,— there are halfadoxen 

attract the tourist's attention. 

A'orthcimrt, the seat of Sir I 
Gordon, Bart., lies on the right of the 
road from Newport to Shorwell, a" 
half a mile from the latter village, 
position of singular beauty. The h 
was begun in the reign of James I. by 
Sir John Leigh, and completed by his 



son, Bornoby Leigh, from whose desccn- 
nanor was purchased by A. 
His eldest daughter, to 
whom it was bequeathed, devised it to 
her half-brother, E. H. C. Bennet, Esq., 
of Beokenham, Kent, whose widow be- 
ossessor on the death of their 
eldest son. From the Benueta it passed 
by marriage into the hands of General 
Sir James Willoughby Gordon, Bart., a 
"istingnished Peninsular soldier, who 
died in 1861 ; and it is now in the posses- 
sion of his son. Sir H. P. Gordon, Bart., 
one of the magistrates for the county. 
" The front of the house is adorned with 
a handsome central porch. On either 
hand is a large window, and beyond 
them, semi-octagon bows, two storeys 
high, terminated by a battlement and 
pinnacles. Beyond these, to the right, 
the front terminates with a projecting 
building, which is wonting to the left. 
All these ports severally finish in gables, 
ornamented with slender pinnacles rising 
from projecting corbels." — A'eafe. The 
east front is the only portion of the 
ancient mansion which remains in its 
original purity, and with its square pro- 
jecting windows, its cisements pendent 
on their stone mullions, its seated porch, 
and gable-end roof, has o very pictur- 
esque appearance. Over the porch is a 
scutcheon, and the date 161S. The gar- 
dens are admirably laid ont in terraces, 
and from certain points command the 
finest conceivable views of the English 
Channel. In a woody hollow, formerly 
o chalk pit, ond overhung by a large ash 
tree, is a low stone building like a Gothic 
chapel, with a thatched roof and painted 
windows, containing a stately sarcopha- 
gus of white marble, cu whose front are 
carved, in bos relief, a male and female 
figure banging over an urn. This was 
elected to the memory of Miss Cotherine 
Bull by her sister.* On o tablet, beneath 

•On the neighbouring down there isasni ill 
stone obelisk, olw dedicated to this tadj'i 
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On another tablet, Jetached from the 
monument, is as inscription to the geni ai 
feci.— 



In the grounds a mull stream rises, 
which, running southward through the 
Tillage, has given to it the appellation of 
ShonttU. The main road passes through 
this pleasant estate, and over it has been 
thrown a picturesque rural bridge to 
connect the divided portions. 

Watcotat, or South Shorwell, o 
Brighstone road, is probably of the 
same date as Jforthcourt, and, though of 
■mailer sue, was evidently at one time 
the residence of a considerable family. 
This ivy-shrouded house derives i la mm 
from ita position with regard to— 

WodvtrUm (Wulfcre's town), 1 mile 
south of North court, a large mansion of 
the date of James I., which contains some 
good earrings, and is agreeably sum 
ed with luxuriant foliage. Near it may be 
traced the lite of a more ancient house- 



re risible, but " a broad 
enclosing a square area, 
is entire. Thia was evidently the prin- 
cipal seat in the parish."— Bnglejidd. 

Waittcourt, a pleasantly-situated man- 
sion, lies to the south of Brighstone 
Church, on a mad to the left of the Far. 
sonage. 

To Mottutont Farm, Pitt Plant, and 
Brook Home, we hare already alluded. 



CA&ton Great, 1 mile south of Brigh- 
stone ; Taffard, 1 mile south-west of 
Shorwell; Down Court, and The Hermit- 
one, "theDene"ofMiBsSewell's tfrdtfo, 
situated at the foot of St Catherine's 
Down ; the Alexandrian Pillar, on the 
north-west extremity of St. Catherine's 
Down, and best reached from the Her- 
mitage. This pillar, 72 feet high, was 
erected by a Russian merchant, Michael 
Hoy, while living at the Hermitage, to 



1814, of the Czar Alexander. A tablet 
to the memory of the heroes who fell in 
the Crimean war was placed on the base of 
this handsome column, in 1867, by Lieut. 
Dawes ; Stroud tireta, i miles north of 
Chale; Ivy Rome, a picturesque farm 
halfamilenorth-eastof Kingston; Row- 
borough and Qallibory, about 3 miles 
from Brighstone, by a breezy route across 
the downs, or by the road to Newport, 
striking off to the left at Bowborongh 
Farm. "This collection of ancient Bri- 
tish pits may be regarded as constituting 
two villages, divided by natural boun- 
daries, though connected by the interme- 
diate pita and defences on the downa." — 
Rev.E.Keli. GaiYtOMryiueanstheouro-A 
or fastness of tbe Gaels (Kelts) ; Rom- 
borough, the village in a roio or line. Tho 
Rev.E.Kell,F.S.A., who carefully exam- 
ined these ancient British habitations in 
1864-5, measured sixty-two of these pits, 
or hollows, "some round, the majority 
oval, and a few double pits." He also 
observed noteworthy traces of the Celtio 
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fortifications,— in particular, m embank- 
ment at the head of the valley on the aide 
of Brighatone Down, ITS feet in length, 

eO in breadth, and 8 in depth 

There in another and larger British set- 
tlement, about a mile distant, at the foot 
of A'tvsbarni Dovm, which the tourist 
should examine. " This ancient village 
is located in three small valley 5 running 
from New bams Down into a larger valley, 
encircled by high bills. Through the 
centre of each of these valleys are pits. 



in Dumber thirty-four; and nearly at tha 
base, where the three valleys unite, is a 
id of very considerable dimensions. 



rhjol r 



supplies 



neighbouring hills. Besides these thirty- 
four larger pits, there are in the basin of 
the valley sixty or seventy generally of a 
smaller sixe."— Ret. E. KdL On the 
neighbouring downs are many other pits, 
barrowB, embankments, and ditches, 
memorials of the earlier inhabitants of 
this beautiful isle. 



DISTBICT IT. -BOKTH-EABT.— EYDE AITS ITS EHTOtOHS. 

Icaool of AH, in George Street The foun- 
dation-stone was law by the Crown Prln- 

a of Bide as the centrei must be C0M D( < 5™ ia * D y (Prinoess Vlntorts), in- 



understood to comprise a portion of the 
extensive parish of Newchureh, of Bead- 
ing, Woottoo, and St. Helen's,— that is, 
the north-eastern angle of tie Isle of 
Wight, bounded by a line drawn from 
Wootton Bridie on the Fisbhonsa or 
Fisbbourne Creek to Newchureh, a base 
Hoe from Newchureh to the Culver Cliffs, 
and the coast line, marked by Wootton 
Creek, Eyde, Bern bridge Foreland, and 
WhiwCliffBay. All theroateaindieated 
within these boundaries are available for 
pedestrians. 



Bottl*— The Pier; YelCs, Union Street; 
Kent, Union Street; York, George Street; 
Slrier 1 !, Pier Street ; Eagle, Pier Street ; 
Esplanade ; Crown, St. Thomas's Square ; 
and Belgtsve, Nelson Street. 

Ban**— National Provincial Bank, Union 
Street ; Hampshire Banking Company, 
Union Street 

Pott 03a, Union Street. Pillar Boxa— 
High Street, Dover Street, Spencer Road, 
Queen's Road, Esplanade, Monlitou Street, 
near St. John's toll-gate; and it 1! Instead, 
Haylsnds, and Swanmore. 

LtirruTia — Mills' Royal Marine, Union 
Street; Mason's, and Watts', Cross Street; 
Plttman'e. and Wagner's, Union Street; 
Tlcehunt'i, Monklon Street Also, In 
connection with the Philosophical Society, 
Melville Street ; and Young Men's Chris- 
tian Association. Lind Street. 



Railway 3Te™ii™j — : 
Hyde Pier Tramway- 
ton Street snd St. J 



Road. Trains 
and Ventnor ; and, via Sandown, to New- 

tfetmpapcn— Isle of Wight Times, lid, 
Wednesday evening; Ryde News, Id., 
Friday evening ; Isle of Wight Observer. 
Igd., Friday evening ; and Ryde Ventila- 
tor, Id., Saturday morning. 
Bvna is the principal " watering- 
place" of the island, and the chief re- 

equally eligible as a place of residence, 
and aa a starting-point from which all 
the beauties of the Dndercliff and the 
picturesque scenery of the East Medina 
may conveniently be reached. A bright 
and lively town, entirely free from the 
din and vulgarity of Margate or Eama- 
gate, commanding very delightful pros- 
pects of sea and land, and abundantly 
provided with those "amenities" which 
visitors so keenly appreciate, its popu- 
larity has been a thing of constant in- 
crease. Few towns, indeed, have made 
a more rapid progress, except in the case 
of certain manufacturing and commercial 
centres. In 1801 its population did not 
exceed 900 or 1000 ; in 1811, it had risen 
to 1601; in 1821, to 2876; in 1831, to 



it, Google 



3 .1 zed b, Google 



3 .1 zed b, Google 



-j, Google 



3 .1 zed b, Google 



3070 ; in 1811, to 6840; In 1851, it : 

bared TH9; ten Years later, the total 
■prang to BG29; and in 1871 it " 
reached 11,260. Against 1000 inhabited 
houses in 1841, and 1734 in ISO 
Man ted 2136 in 1S71. 

The administration of the town 
formerly in tiie bands of a Board of 
Commissioners; but, by an Act of Par- 
liament obtained in 1867, the town was 

now governed by a corporation, consist- 
ing of six aldermen, tliree of whom retire 
every third year; and eighteen council- 
lors, aii of whom retire annually. The 
mayor is chosen from the aldermen. This 
corporation has at its disposal a con- 
siderable revenne. In I860, the annual 
income of the town amounted to about 
£14,550 ;it now exceeds £18,000. Thus, 
in 187G, the receipts were as follow :— 

Borouah Fund Account. £2970 18 3 

General Purposes Account,, .. S444 19 111 

Water Works Account 4*8117 Of 

Burial Board Account 7S3 6 11) 

[We croup together s few memoranda 

resident or tourist. Ryde is absolutely 

snre town, par ft limplt, and it offers 
the attractions of good society and a 
healthy climate. In the season, which 
is a tolerably long one, its aspect is ex- 
ceedingly lively; and a promenade on 
Ryde Pier in trod noes you to the "cream 
of fashion," to tile fairest examples of 
English beauty, to the leading members 
of the English aristocracy, and to toil- 
ettes and costumes bewilderingly grace- 
ful and astonishingly brilliant. The re- 
gatta week (in August) may be regarded 
as the culmination of the season ; but 
concerts and balls are of frequent occur- 
rence from June to October; and the 
Solent is always "speckled" with while- 
Communication with Portsmouth and 
Southampton is regularly maintained by 



a handsome and commodious steam- 
service. To most parts of ths it 
easy access can now be had by rait, 
hotel accommodation of Ryde" is e 

able, and, aa a rule, very uioderai 
their tariff.] 



1. The Pier is, of course, the great 
"lion" and main attraction of the place. 
Previous to its erection, there existed 
only a small and dilapidated jetty; so 
that, at low water, visitors were con- 
veyed from their boats by a horse and 
cart, or in sedans supported by a couple 
of sailors,— a ddtagrSment of which both. 
Fielding and Marryatt have complained. 
In 1813 a local Act was procured, and 
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of £50 each. At first 
1740 feet in length, it grow in 1824 by 
300 feet, and in 1860 and 1863 by other 

half a mile long, affording a delightful 
promenade, from wbich may be obtained 

eluding, as it does, the whole aweep of 
the Solent, from Osborne on the west to 
the Hab light-vessel on the east; Spit* 
head, with its men-of-war; the Mother- 
bank, with its merchant sail ; Ports- 
mouth Harbour, mast thronged, and 
backed, as it were, by the blue Hamp- 
shire hills; the sunny Hampshire coast; 
and the well- wooded shores of the island 
stretching away, with many a gentle 

head, looking back upon the town, the 
spectator may enjoy another attractive 
picture: the villus of Ryde rise one above 
another like an amphitheatre, diversified 
by clusters of foliage, by two or three 
tall church spires, and long lines of streets 
winding up the steep hill on which the 
town is built. The shores of the island 
assume the shape of a crescent, whose 
eastward point is the wooded headland 
of Sea View, and the western, a sloping 
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ridge, crowned bj the stalely towers of 

It ia difficult to match anywhere, even 
in Brighton or Scarborough, the ani- 
mated and picturesque spectacle pre- 
sented b j Hyde Pier on a bright summer 
day. It ia charming in itself, and charm- 
ing in its accessories. Mr. Frith should 

"Bamagate Sands." En- 
livening as ia the scene, it is rendered 
doubly exhilarating by the purity aud 
elasticity of tbe atmosphere. Moreover, 
it has all the advantages of variety, for 
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Its afternoon aspect has been pleasantly 
described by a London journalist: — 
"Toilettes," he says, "of an excruciat- 
ingly elaborate kind, costumes of the 
very latest description, fashion, beauty, 
demoiselles and dames, blondes and bru- 
nettes, heroes and heroines of a hundred 
drawing-room tales, faces that are as 
familiar to you, whether seen in the 
Park, the salons of Majfair and Bel- 
gravia, watering-places English aud Con- 
tinental, as is your own front door — 
others again that inspire you with a 

gossip, scandal, chit-chat criticism— que 
wuUz-voutJ— you have them all galore 
on Byde Pier. The hour four, and the 
band — no matter to which of tbe three 
regiments quartered within available dis- 
tance of this place it belongs — playing at 
the termination of some race, moment- 
arily expected, and you have Byde Fier 
under one of its most favourable aspects, 
if not the most. For all practical pur- 
poses the Pier at such a period simply 
means the pier-head, and the pier-head 
is a proraenade some two hundred feet 
in extent. Into this space is compressed 
everybody in Rjde who is anybody,— and 
the anybodies number not less than half 
a thousand. Imagine a selection from 
the Bow during the season— or, better 



still, the occupants of one or two draw- 
ing-rooms, at that hour of the day at 
which the modem Kettledrum is gener- 
ally celebrated— placed on the wooden 
platform 'far above the melancholy 
main, 1 and yon have a fair ides, of the 

matter; to move swiftly ia an impossi- 
bility. Skirts of every texture and every 
hue sweep the ground, and the sea breese 
as it comes in makes music, with the 
silken and muslin folds, and infuses into 
the odours of Fiesse and Lubin an aro- 
matic element of saline." 

In the evening the Pier becomes the 
favourite resort of happy young couples 
to whom sentimental nothings are still 
mora precions than the words of the 
wise, and who appear to derive a singu- 
lar enjoyment from a steadfaat contem- 
plation of the rippling sea, — a contem- 
plation so profound as to render them 
heedless of all that passes sronnd them. 

seen pacing up and down the half mile 
of timber, in search, we suppose, of an 
appetite ; and brisk young ladies send 
merrily along, talking and laughing, as 
they perform their regular "constitu- 
tional." Where there are young ladies 
there will also be young men; and these 
make their appearance in every variety 
of attire, the predominant being that 
which is conventionally supposed to in- 
dicate the bold yachtsman or amateur 
sea-rover. Altogether, the visitor to 
Kyde will End something to amuas him 
on its Pier at all times of the day; and 
if he be poetically inclined, a promenade 
by moonlight, when the sea ripples in 
silver, and a calm radiance falls on the 
Island-hills, will suggest to him an " in- 

2. The Esplanade is another prome- 
nade, not an unworthy rival of the Pier, 
though somewhat injured in effect by 
the tramway which traverses it. It 
is of comparatively recent construction 
(1855-56), and pro videsabroad, straight, 
and open parade, defended from the sea 



by a wall of excellent masonry — length 
1200 feet, and breadth, at tbe widest, 
150. Tbe sea wall ia 19J feet in depth, 
and coped with Swanage stone. 

8. Almost parallel with the Pier, and 
opening upon tbe Esplanade nearly op- 
posite George Street, is the Victoria 
Pier, built by an extinct "Isle of "Wifchl 
Steam Ferry Company, " whose managers 
proposed to furnish an easier communi- 
cation with the mainland, in connection 
with the Stokes Bay Railway,— a feeder 
of the London and South -Western, which 
avoids the unsavoury town of Forts- 
month. The Dock is used by small 
vessels. Tbe Pier, about TOO feet long, 
dow belongs to the Old Pier Company, 
and has been provided with stages for 
the purpose of bathing. 

i. The Town Ball, in Liml Street, 
erected in 1839-31, at a cost of £6000. 
Tho frontage, including tbe wings, mea- 
sures 198 feet The centre baa a slight 
projection, and forms a vestibule with 
a columned pediment, of elegant design. 
A handsome clock tower was erected by 
the late Hiss Player; tbe clock, a gift 
to tbe town, cost £400. A portion of 
the right wing is occupied by the Liter- 
ary Institute ; the left wing forms a 
market Tbe Town Hall, properly so 
nailed, forms the centre of tbe building; 
and over the market is an Assembly 
Boom, capable of seating 760 persons. 

6. The Yacht Club Some is an orna- 
mental building west of the Fier, with 
a small battery seaward, and interior 
appurtenances of considerable elegance. 
The foundation-stone was laid by the 
late Prince Consort. March IBM, and 
the Club House opened in the following 
year. It was enlarged, and a new 
Italian facade erected, in 1864. 

Tbe Royal Victoria Club was estab- 
lished May 24, 1845, and, by Admiralty 
warrant of July 29, in tbe same year, 
was entitled to bear the St George's en- 
sign. The Club now enrolls 170 yachts, 
with an aggregate of about 121,000 tons. 
Tbe entrance fee is £S, 5s., and the 



nnual subscription, £5, 6s. The an- 
ual regatta is held about the second 
<eek in August, and is followed, after 
short interval, by a town regatta for 
he encouragement of the Ryde boat- 



6. The Royal Victoria Arcade, in 
Union Street, is a covered promenade, 
with handsome shops on each side, and 
a sort of circular recess or show-room at 
tbe end of it. The design was furnished 
by Westmaeott, and carried out at a cast 
of £10,000. 

7. The hie of Wight Philosophical 
and Scientific Society have established a 
Museum and Lecture Room, in a building 
in Melville Btreet, formerly occupied by 
the National Schools. The Museum was 
opened November 2, 1857, and contains 
a large and valuable collection of the an- 
tiquities, and specimens of the zoology 
and natural history of the island, with 
natural and scientific curiosities brought 
together from every part of the wide 
world. Visitors are gratuitously ad- 
mitted on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thurs- 
days, and Fridays, from 10 A.M. till 4 
p.m. The Society, which includes up- 
wards of 100 members, is under the 
patronage of the Bishop of Winchester 
and the Right Hon. 'Viscount Bversley, 
governor of the island. 

8. The Royal IsU of Wight Infirmary 
la situated, '1 the Swanmore Road, on 
ground presented by the lord and lady 
of the manor. It owes its prosperity to 
tbe exertions of tbe late Dr. Dodd, and 
has undoubtedly been of great advan- 
tage to tbe island poor. Its income 
averages about £1800. A fever ward 
was erected in connection with this in- 
stitution in 1871: 

9. The Water-works which supply the 
town are placed at the foot of Ashey 
Down, nearly 4 mites from Ryde, and 
cost the large sum of £22,600. They 
were constructed under the superintend- 
ence of Messrs. Easton and Amos, a 
well-known hydraulic engineering firm. 
The reservoir will hold 604,000 gallons. 
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and is all out 260 feet above low-water 

10. The Ryde Theatre, in St. Thomas's 
Square, was rebuilt in 1872, and ia > 
neat and even elegant edifice. Its single 
interesting association is with the well- 
remembered actress, Mis, Jordan, who. 
on her way to Franca in ISIS, made her 
last public appearance upon ite minia- 
ture stage. 

Ryde i> bountifully provided with 
placet ofKoi-skip, and members of every 
religions body will find here ample ac- 
commodation. The Church of England 
baa four edifices. The binds omcst is All 
Saint*', designed by Sir Gilbert Scott, 
and erected in 1509-72. Its altar, rere- 
dos, and pulpit, are of excellent work- 
manship. The ugliest ia St. Jamet'i, 
near the Town Hall. Holy Trinity 
Church occupies a commanding position, 
eastward, on the summit of the hill: 
thia is a proprietary and district church. 
St. Michael and all the A ngtU, at Swan- 
more (Be.. R. H. G. Win), was built in 
1S62, from the designs of R. J. Jones, 
Esq. Its interior ia picturesque, and 
Owing to its choral services the church 
is much frequented. The Roman Ca- 
tholics have a richly-decorated chapel in 
High Street ; the Independent!, a pre- 
tentious building in George Street; the 
Baptist*, anew church, in George Street, 
built at the cost of Sir Morton Pc to, from 
Mr. Francis Newman's design*; and the 
Wttlej/aiti, a chapel in Nelson Street. 
The Cemetery, with a chapel dedicated 
to St. Faul, lies north of the town. _ It 
was consecrated in 1842, and enlarged in 
1882. Some of the monuments are worth 
notice, such as General Sir J. Caldwell's, 
Captain Wyatt'a, the Rev. J. Telford's, 
and that to Mies Bellina Lees. The late 
Mrs. Wilder established, in memory of 
her husband, some Almshouses of pictur- 
osque design in the Newport Boad. 

The town of Ryde can scarcely be said 
to have a history, ite growth is of such 
tecent date. The old town. La Rye, or 



La Rkhe, was a cluster of cottages upon 
the summit of the hill, with perhaps a 
few fishermen shuts straggling along tha 
shore. It was burnt by the French in 
the reign of Edward II. ; was one of the 
places where a watch and ward were 
maintained for the safety of the island ; 
and one of the three ports to which all 

restricted. About the close of the 18th 
century it began to straggle oat of its 
insignificance, and many pleasant seats 
were erected in its neighbourhood. Its 
increase was such ss speedily to necessi- 
tate the accommodation of a church, and 
the lord of the manor, in 1719, founded 
the chapel of St. Thomas. 

Fielding, the inimitable creator of 
"Parson Adams" and "Joseph An- 
drews," on his voyage to Lisbon in 175S. 
was detained here for several days, and 
to his lively pen we are indebted for a 
picture of singular force and humour. 
He was then a dying man, and in a con- 
dition of deplorable weakness ; but it 
was considered desirable that he should 
leave the wind-bound vessel, and enjoy, 
while he could, the repose and refresh- 
ment of a residence on shore. To leaTe 
the ship, and get on board a hoj was 
possible, but from the hoy to reach the 
land was a task of surprising difficulty. 
For " between the sea and the shore," 
be says, " there was at low water at im- 
passable gulf, if I may bo call it, of 
deep mud, which could neither be tra- 
versed by walking nor swimming ; so 
that, for one-half of the twenty-four 
Lours, Ryds was inaccessible by friend or 
foe." He was, therefore, rowed in a 
small boat as near the shore as possible, 
and then " taken up by two sailors, who 
waded with him through the mud, and 
placed him in a chair on the land." At 
a later period, for this human vehicle was 
substituted a more suitable conveyance ; 
"the wherries came in as far as they 
could, and were met by a horse and cart, 
which took Out the passengers, and 
carried them through the mod and water 
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to the bard gronnd." -Marryatt, "Foot 
Jatk." 

In Fielding's time the town could only 
boast of one butcher, bat, uncording to 
Fielding's landlad y, "he was a very good 
one, and one that killed ill aorta of meat 
in season — beef two or three times a 
fear, and muUonthe whole year round. " 
When the great aatiriit wanted a cup of 
tea, he discovered that " the whole town 
of K vile could not supply a single leaf ; 
for as to what Hn. Humphreys (bis land- 
lad*) and tbe shopman called by that 
name, it was not of Chinese growth," 
bat "a tobacco of the mundungus 

Notwithstanding these ditagrimvnl*, 
tbe beauty of the place made a great im- 
pression upon Fielding's fancy. "Its 
situation," he exclaims, "is moat de- 
lightful, and in the most pleasant spot 
in the whole island. It is true it wants 
the advantage of that beautiful river 
which leads from Newport to Cowee ; 
bat the prospect here extending to the 
sea, and takingin Portsmouth, Spithead, 
and St. Helen's, would be more than a re- 
compense for the loss of the Thames itself, 
oven in the most delightful part of Berk- 
shire and Buckinghamshire." Again: 
" This pleasant village is situated on a 
gentle ascent from the water, whence it 
affords that charming prospect I have 
above described. Its soil is a gravel, 
which, associated with its declivity, pra- 
aarves it always so dry, that immediately 
after the most violent rain a fine lady 
assy walk without wetting her silken 
shoos. The fertility of the place is ap- 
parent from its extraordinary verdure, 
and it is so shaded with large and 
nourishing elms that its narrow lanes are 
a natural grove or walk, which in the 
regularity of its plantation vies with 
the power of art, and in its wanton 
exuberancy greatly exceeds it."— Fitld- 

The progress of tbe town sine 
days of Fielding may best be understood 
from a brief chronological summary : 
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1. 'rte Pier, built..... „ _ ..lgte 

5. Sleam packets established 1B?5 

3. St. Thomas's Church, rebuilt W; 

4. St Jama's Church, built. ....18119 

A. Town Hill and Market 1831 

I Holy 'Mull, ChnrcVandVbe'l 

a Reman Catholic Church. f '"" 

IL New Local Act passed. ................. ...1854 

II Ths Esplanade, built 1860-S 

la. Tbe Waterworks, belli IStt-t 

6. All Saints' Church erected 1869-72 

[The manor of Byda and Ashty belonged 

to the Abbey of Wherwell; at the dlasolu- 
' lUgiotu houses was sold to the 

IngtoDs; and by Sir John Billing 
.Id to Henry Player, Esq., whose 
BjO.it] 



The neighbourhood of Ryde is pe- 
culiarly attractive to those who love a 
calm and gentle beauty— the loveli- 
ness of broad meadows and plashing 
runlets, of leafy copses and balmy lanes, 
of wooded slopes washed by a sunny sea. 
There is nothing of sublimity, nothing of 
grandeur, but all is picturesque and 
blooming, like the "garden bowers "of 
Armida. The hedge-rows are prodigal 
of fragrance j the banks are loaded with 
primroses and cowslips, so as to justify 
the poet's exclamation, "This island 
ought to be called Primrose Island ; that 
is, if the nation of cowslips agree there- 
to."— Keatt. At one timethe traveller 
Buds himself in a pleasant reach of wood- 
land, musical with the song of birds ; at 



In a word, tbe scenery in this angle of 
the isle has been faithfully reflected in 
tbe language of a graphic writer ;— " It 
possesses much of that kind of beauty 
which seldom sinks Into tameness on the 
one hand, or rises Into sublimity on the 
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other. It ia almost always such as to 
produce only placid and gentle emotions. 
Its chums arise from the sight of ver- 
dure and fertility spread over an undulat- 
ing and often well-wooded surface, many 
points commanding fine views of the sea, 
and particularly of the strait which sepa- 
rates the- island from the coast of Eng- 
land." — Edinburgh Review. 

In every direction the tourist may 
open np a score of pleasant rambles ; but 
the sub-routes we are" about to indicate 
will embrace nearly everything which is 
worth seeing. 

o. Leaving Hyde by the Spsncer Road 
(notice Sir Augustus Clifford's elegant 
seat of Wettfidd, and the late Miss Player "s 
Rgde Howe), by a pretty lane to Bin- 
atead, 1 mile, and its picturesque Utile 
church (notice Sinitead Houte, and the 
quaint old Panonage, Rev. P. Hewitt); 
then through Quarr Wood to the ruins 
of Quarr Abbey, 2 miles, and by a 
pathway through a small coppice to 
Tootton Bridge (notice Kile Hill, D. 
Hollingsworth, Esq.). Return by the 
turnpike road to Binstead, 2 miles (no- 
tice Stone Pilit, a remarkably pretty 
villa, lying in a hullow, left of f 

road, and Cortterphint BUI ) ai 

into Ryde ; or, turning to the right 
Kite Hill, go through Firestone Co 
pice, across the meadows to Hav 
Street, H mi 1 *, ""d hM ' t ** R J ie - via 
Ponnd Farm. 6. From Ryde to Woot- 
ton, i miles ; and turning to the left, take 
the road to Arratou, 3 miles ; and cross- 
ing the slopes of Arreton Down, reach 
Newchurch, about 2j miles. Then, re- 
ancient manorial mansion}, across Ashey 
Down, 2 miles (notice the Ryde Water- 
works on the right); and ever Ashey 
Common, into Ryde, 2 miles, e. From 
Ryde to Appley (notice Sturbridge 
.Home; and Appley Tower, Sir W. 
Hutt), and keeping the sea-wall, to Spring- 
vale. Pass the ancient salterns to Sea- 
View, 3 miles ; and by the sands, which 
aero are very fine, to Priory. Bay. St. 



Helen's Bay (notice portion of old Si, 
~* i's Church, now used as a sea-mark), 
and Blading Haven. Cross by ferry to 
Bembridge, 2 miles, and thence to White 
Cliff Bay and Culver Cliff, 21 miles, 
lb BembridgeDown,(nowsurroond- 
with military works: Bembridge 
t on the summit ; Red Cliff Fart, 
the cliff edge ; Yaverland Fort, just 
below; and Bandown Fort, on the beach,) 
descend into Yaverland (notice manor- 
and church), and by a "leafy 
lane," to Yar Bridge, 2 miles. Then, 
by road to the right into Ending (notice 
church, and, at a short distance north- 
west, Xunadl, the seat of the Oglanders), 
iturn by the main road to St. John's. 
Enter Ryde by the Duner. [Dvxer, or 
Dayver, land once overflowed by the sea. 
Here wsre buried the bodies of the ill- 
fated mariners of the Royal George, 
hich foundered off Spithead, August 
9, 17S2. A line of handsome houses 
,** Strand) is now built upon this 
cliarnel- ground.] d. From Ryde, via 
St. John's Hill, to Appley Tower; then 
by a picturesque road, with fine views of 
the Hampshire coast, leaving St. Clare, 
]J mite (Colonel F. Vernon Harcoart), 
id Fuekpoci (from Puck, the fairy), 
ith its new fort; on the left, to 
Westbrook, 1 mile (notice Watridge, 
lite, spacious-looking house em- 
bowered amidst magnificent trees), and 
through Neltlestons, 1 mile (notice, to 
the left, on-the road to Sea-View, the 
beautiful seat of Fairy HOI, W. A. 
Glynn, Esq.), passing St. Helen's 
Church, half a mile (notice the fine pro s- 
on every side), and the Priory 
(Marquis of Cholroondeley),toSt. Helen's 
village, half a mile. Return by the sea- 
shore to Ryde. e. From Ryde hy the 
usual coach-road to Sandown, 6 miles 
(notice new Sandown Fort), and via 
Lake, 1 mile, through Cheverton to Apse, 
1 mile (notice hero an ancient farm- 
house). From ApBe, pia Whiteley Bank, 
to Appubluramle, 2J miles. Front 
Appuldurcombe and its Park, passing 
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Park Farm, to QodshiU, 2 miles, and re- 
turn via Bottlebridge and Stickworth 
(R. Bell, Esq.), through Horringford, 
into Newcburch, or (leaving Newchnroh 
to the south-east) to Hasely ; and faj 
Knighton, 6 miles, nr.il Ashey 1 mile, to 
Ryde, 4 nriles. /. A a above, via Sandown, 
6 miles, to Shanklin, 24 miles (notice 
Shanklin Chine); and back by a delight- 
ful rente, to a sequestered nook, sailed 
America. Thenoe to Apse Farm, and 
creasing Apse Heath, to Queen Bower (so 
allied, itU faid, because one of our queens 
from this pleasant ascent was wont to 
view the chase; a traditional allusion 
to Isabella de Fortibus, Lad; of the 
Island), and homeward, via Nawchurch, 
Knighton, and Ashey. g. As above, to 
Shanklin, and crossing Shanklin Down 
to Wroihall Down; thence, by Span 
Farm to Stenbury (notice ancient house 
and moat), southward, to Whitwell (notice 
ruins of old church), and into the main 
road at St. Lawrence Tillage (notice small 
church. Well, St. LawreiKe Cottage, 
Mrs. Dudley Pelhsm; and Marine Villa, 
(Countess of Yarborough). By SttephUl 
(Mrs. Hambrough), to Yentnor, 14 
miles, and by coach to Ryde ; or, if 
not fatigued, via Bonchoroh, keeping 
the cliff-road, to Luccombe Chine, and 
through Shanklin and Sandown into 
Hyde, 12 miles, h. The usual and pre- 
scribed carriage-routes to Yentnor and 
Bonchnrch {via Shanklin) ; to Blackgang 
and Niton {via Oodshilt) ; to Newport 
and Carisbrooke {cut Arreton) ; to Bast 
Cowea (via Wootton) ; or to Brighstone 
(no Newport and Shorwell), do not re- 
quire particular indication. And the 
routes we have already marked out may 
be diversified at the pleasure of the 
tourist. For instance, there is a plea- 
sant walk to be found in this direction : 
— Ryde to Springrale ; by road to the 
right, passing Pondwell, to Barnsley; 
crossing the Brading road, through 
Whitefield Wood, to Ashey. Or, Hyde 
to Springrale; by road to theright, pass- 
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Brading road, near St. John's ; then lake 
the footpath over the fields to the auburb 
of Hyde, known as Canada, and enter 
Syda by way of Monk *» Meadi (so called, 
it is said, because an abbot of Quarr be- 
stowed on the owner or holder of the 
farm at Ninham, where he had been a 
constant and welcome visitor, the right 
of taking the first crop of hay, in alter- 
nate years, from these very meadows, 
so long as a certain stone image was 
there preserved. The tenure is stiL 



I. Bikstxad {Inn : The Fleming Arms) 
is a parish and Tillage, one mile from 
Ryde, separated from the parish of 
Newchnrch by a small stream run- 
ning into the Solent, at the base of 
the hill crowned by Bin stead Church. 
It contains 1475 acres. Population in 
1671, 748. Inhabited houses, 147; a 
derable ii 



1881. The ground here is broken into 
deep hollowB and grassy rifts.—mark- 
ing the position of the once famous 
Binatead quarries, which supplied much 
of the stone (" composed of comminuted 
sheila, held together byaaparry calcareous 
cement"— ifcmteU) employed by William 
of Wykeham in building Winchester Ca- 
thedral. Thesceneryia very pleasant, with 
water and woodland delightfully inter- 
mingled. 

In the neighbourhood of Denmark 
House, and on the Newport Boad, some 
good villas have recently been built. 

The most noticeable thing in this pretty 
pariah, and the chief ecclesiastical anti- 
quity of the island, is — 

' Quarr Abbet. The scanty ruins of 
this once wealthy and splendid abbey — ■ 
the favoured of knights, and princes, 
and devout " ladies of high degree " — lie 
in a sequestered valley, which opens out 
upon the Solent, watered by a pleasant 
rivulet, and sheltered by leafy groves. 
The monks of the olden time had a keen 
eye for the beautiful, and generally cast 
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their lot in pleasant places. And when 
the woodi spread , as once the? did, for 
miles around, and the rivulet was full of 
light and sparkle, and a stately abbe;, 
rich in slender columns arid elaborate 
arches, towered among the luxuriant 
leanness, a fairer spot than this "deep- 
bowered " valley it would have been diffi- 
cult to discover I 

The Abbe; of Quarr, or Quarrera, was 
fonnded in 1132-1, by Baldwin de fied- 
vers, Lord of the We of Wight, who 
peopled it with some Benedictine monks 
from Savigni,* in Normandy, — whence 
it waa sometimes called " The Daughter 
of Savigni," — and endowed it with the 
manor of Arre ton. From the quarries 
in its neighbourhood, which supplied the 
materials of liis new building, it derived 
its name— Dc Quarrera, or Be Qaar- 
rariit. And it was dedicated to St. 
Mary, the Virgin, by devout De Redvers, 
who upon his decease was buried in its 
chapel ,■ and by his side were successively 
laid his wife Adeliia, and Henry, his 
youngest son. 

Other lords of the island, and many 
of its knights and gentlemen, at different 
times bestowed upon it rich endowments, 
until a considi-rable portion of the fairest 
lands of the Wight belonged to the 
wealthy abbey. Thus it held manors 
and lands at Lucoombe, Shalneet, Comp- 
ton, ShorweU, and Chale; at Haseley, 
Combley, and Niton ; at Whitfield, W el- 
low, and Binstead. Its abbots were 
often joined in commission with the cap- 
tains or wardens of the iiland to regu- 
late its military defences, and furnished 
four men-at-arms towards its militia. 
Inl340 the abbey was strongly fortified, 
and its groifnds enclosed by strong walls, 
with suitable loopholes, and portcullises 

William de Vernon was buried here, 

* A few rears later (1148), Saitanl i 

Bueatlr Qn.rt became » Cistercian house, i 



and a splendid monument— for which he 
bequeathed £300, nearly £4500 at the 
present value of money — was erected 
to bis memory. In August 1507, 
Lady Cicely, one of the daughters of 
Edward IV., was interred within its 
precincts. 

In the time of Cardinal Beaufort {*.D. 
1404) a taxation was made of the abbey 
lauds, and a result obtained of £96, 18a. 
Id., — or, in the money of to-day, about 
£1600. Its yearly income had augmented, 
when Henry VIII. stretched forth hia 
powerful hand and smote to the dust the 
proud abbeys and rich priories of Bog- 
land, according to Speed, to £184, la, 
lOd. ; according to Dugdale, to £134. 
8s. lid.— that is to say, upwards of 
£2000 per annum. 

The monks of Quarr did not bear, we 
fancy, a high repute for sanctity. Isa- 
bella de Portibua, and afterwards Ed- 
ward III., came into collision with them; 
and Lambard, in the early part of the 
16th century, spoke of them somewhat 
sarcastically. " Although," he says, 
"Faalus Jovius wrote that the inhabit- 
ants of this island be wont to boast 
merely that they neyther had amongst 
them monks, lawyers, wolves, nor foxes, 
yet I find them all, save one (the lawyers), 
in one monastery, called Quarr, valued at 
184 pounds of yearly revenue, and founded 
in the year 11 32, after the order of Sa- 
rigniao in France." 

The abbots of Quarr are slated to have 
followed each other in the following order : 
— Gervaaa ; William ; Feter ds York, 
1205; Henry, 1218; Philip, elected, 
1234; Augustine; Andrew, 1258; Adam 
de Arundel, 127S-1301 ; Walter, 1323; 
John Winchester, elected, 1378 ; Thomaa 
Snell, elected, 1396 ; liichard Bartholo- 
mew, elected, 1389 ; John Morton, elect- 
ed, 1166 ; Thomas of London ; liichard 
Tottenham, 1508; William Ripen, 
1521. 

is description of the abbey at 
f its dissolution is given in a 
Paper Survey, preserved in the " An*' 
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n Office." It states the yearly 
revenue from all sources at £181, 15a. 2d. 
and the expenditure in fees and certaii 
annual payments at £ 54, 3s. lid., leavinj 
a balance of £133, 7s. 8d. at the disposal 
of the abbot. It then proceeds : — 

"The Dame of the abbot is Williai 
Ripen, who hath no certain portion 
allowed unto him. but is charged with 



been converted, into a ham, which may 
still be examined. Some portions of the 
wall, and a sea-gate — an arched window 

remain of the magnificent pile which 
once included thirty acres of land within 

s, at different 
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the monastery, like as faithful adminii 
trator, to minister, provide, and ordai 
everything vigilantly and honestly, ac 
cording to the religion, and the rest t 
keep after his discretion to the use o 
that monastery. 

" The president or superior's name i 
Dan. Richard Curlewe, who bath nothing 
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hath, but only, for his tender obedience, 
hts abbot's reward. 

"The second president's name is Dan. 
Richard Woodb.il!, and he doth serve the 
poor church of Binsteart, and he hath by 
the year four marks. 

" The monk of the bakehouse's name 
is Dan. Robert Smyths, who hath no- 
thing but as others of the convent have, 
save, for his diligence and obedience, his 
abbot's reward. 

" And every other religions man there 
being present, by the year, in ready 
money, £1, 6s. Sd." 

The common seal of the abbey was 
round, and small in size, representing 
the Virgin seated, with the child Jesna 
in her lap. In the impressions still 
extant only the commencement of the 
Isgend — IIahij Vibuo — can be traced. 

At the dissolution, Qusrr was pur- 
chased by a rich Southampton merchant, 
Qeorge Mills, who dismantled it of its 
splendours. His son's widow, Mrs. 
Dowsabell Mills, became the mistress 
of Sir Edward Horsey. On her death, 
the estate was pnrchased by Chief 
Justice Sir Thomas Fleming, who 
pleted the task of spoliation ; so 
little of the ancient building can 
be traced. The refectory is said to 



en discovered, but not of a nature or 
in such abundance as to satisfy the anti- 
quary, or throw any vivid light upon 
the history of the abbey. In 1S5T a 
curious discovery was made by some 
labourers engaged in the construction of 
a new road through the old abbey grounds, 
of "three small stone boxes or cheats, 
each chest being about two feet in length 
and one foot wide. They were placed 
side by aide, — two of them nearly close 
together, and the third a foot or two to 
the south. Cpon removing the heavy 
stones of which the lids were composed, 
three human skeletons in a good state of 
preservation were found. The leg and 
arm bonea were on either side, the ribs 
and small bones in the centre, and tbe 
skulls at the western end, the latter 
being in all three cases turned upside 
down. It was evident these remains had 
been removed at some time or other from 
the place of their original burial; and 
that they were of persons of distinction 
was beyond doubt, or such care would 
not have been bestowed upon tiem."— 
Id* of Wight Obtener. One of the 
skeletons was pronounced to be that of 
an 'aged man, another that of an aged 
female, and the third that of "a tall 
fine man about 40 years of age." It has 
been suggested, and there is an air of pro- 
bability about the suggestion, that the; 
were the remains of Count Baldwin, his 
wife, and hisson Henry. They are now 
in the Museum at Ryde. 

This isjust the spot where "the violet 
of a legend " might be expected to blos- 
som, and there are traditions connected 
with the abbey of a singularly fantastic 
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character. One telle of a deep subter- 
raneous passage, dosed by a golden gate, 
anil is evidently the offspring of the awe 
and wonder created in the minds of the 
vulgar by monastic wealth and power. 
Another is wildly fabulous: — "At a 
short distance south of the nine of the 
abbey is a wood, formerly thickly tim- 
bered, but now only consisting of a few 
decayed oaks and brushwood ; it is called 
Eleanor's Grove, from a tradition that 
Eleanor of Guienne, queen of Henry II., 
waa imprisoned at Quarr, and frequented 
this secluded spot, where, after death, 
it is related, she was interred in a golden 
coffin, which is supposed still to be pro- 
tected from sacrilegious cupidity by ma- 
gical spoils." 

II.WootTON,oBWoon-»owB(/nn.-The 
81 oop) is about equi- distant between Hyde 
and Newport. The parish is bounded east 
hy Binstead, south by Arreton, west by 
Whippingbam, and north by the Solent. 
Population in 1861, 79 (S3 males + 46 
females); acreage, 1360; inhabi ted houses, 
13. Certainly tnia parish isscarcelymore 
populous than a recent "clearing" in 
the backwuods of America, — one house 
to every ISO acres, and one inhabitant to 
every 17. The church isaplain building. 
Near it stood the old manor-house, where 
Henry VII. passed a night in 1490. 
A farm-house now occupies its site. 

Wootton Creek is formed by the junc- 
tion of Wootton river — which rises near 
Mersley Down, and becomes tidal about 
two miles from its source — with the 
Solent. It in sometimes called Fishhouse 
Creek, from the small village of Fish- 
house, on the easternmost of the two 
headlands between which it enters the 
Solent. There was formerly a good 
ship-building yard at Fishhouse, where 
yachts of 260 tons were laid down and 
launched. It is now only a small boat- 
builder's settlement The causeway 
which carries the Newport road across 
the creek is 90S feet in length. 

Wootton was originally the lordship of 
» branch of the De Lisle family, the most 
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famous of whom were Sir John Litlt, the 
regicide, a stanch follower of Cromwell, 
assassinated at Lausanne, after the Re- 
storation, by three Irish bravoa ; and his 
wife. Dame Alice Lisle, who, having 
generously and unwittingly sheltered two 
of Monmouth's unfortunate partisans 
after the fatal fight at Sedgmoor, was 
tried for high treason, foully treated by 
Judge Jeffreys, and cruelly beheaded, 
though an aged, grey-haired woman. 
The tragic tale is told by Lord Macanlaj 
with wonderful power and pathos. 

William Lisle, a gallaot Cavalier, who 
faithfully followed Charles II. in his 
exile, is buried in Wootton Church. The 
family is now represented in the femals 
line by F. White Popham, Esq., lord of 
the manor. 

III. NEWOHTrnoawasthe largest parish 
bat one (Brading) in the island, and at one 
time the most thickly peopled. It crossed 
the whole island from north to south -east, 
and formerly included the two most 
fashionable towns, Eyde and Vent nor. 
On the east, it touched the parishes of 
St. Helen's, Brading, Shanklin, and Bon- 
church ; ou the west, Binstead, Arreton, 
Godsh ill, and St. Lawrence. It presented, 
therefore, the most surprising varieties 
of soil and scenery. Bnt Ryde and Vent- 
have of late years been constituted 
separate parishes ; and the population of 
Newchnrch in 1S71 was only 985; the 
inhabited houses, only 224. The paro- 
chial boundaries formerly comprised the 
following churches and chapels of ease :— 

Xnwchnxen, vfesxage. 
Bt. Thtunu'i, Ryde; now* parish ehnrch. 
Holy Trinity. Ryde ; district church. 
St James's, Ryde ; perpetual curacy. 
St. Peter's, Haven Street ; perpetual 

St. Catherine's, Ventnor; vicarage; In the 
gift of Mrs. Hsmbrongh. 

Bat several new churches have of late 
years been erected, to which reference 
will be found in our description of their 
respective localities. 

Newcburch includes the manor of 
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AiAry, formerly belonging to 
Iigioua house, a branch of the Abbey of 
WborwelL The convent stood on the 
site of the present fana-honae, and hit 
been described as possessing ample re- 
venues, and a goodly estate, with a 
stately hall, elegant chambers, a refec- 
tory, fish-ponds, and other adjuncts oi 
luxurious ease. But it has passed a way 
with a startling completeness- 
Htone records its original splendour. The 
farm-house is worth examining. 

Here, as late as the reign of Elisabeth, 
a widow named Agnes Porter wag burnt 
at the stake for witchcraft. 

Asbey Down (42i feet above the sea), 
raises its rounded and glittering crest 
just above the farm-house, and is easily 
recognised at any distance by its sea- 
mark, or beacon, a truncated pillar of 
hewn stone, erected in 1736. Prom 
spot the tourist may enjoy one of 
finest — nay, the finest view in the Isle 
of Wight. "Southward it is terminated 
by along range of hills (ahauklin, Wrox- 
all, and St. Catherine's) at about 8 miles 
distant. They meet to the westward 
another chain of hills, of which the one 
whereon he sits forms a link ; and the 
whole together nearly encompass a rich 
and fruitful valley, filled with corn-fields 
and pastures. Through this vale winds 
a small stream for many miles; here 
'and there lesser eminences arise in the 
valley, some covered with wood, others 
with com or grass, and a few with heath 
or fern. One of these hills is distin- 
guished by a ohureh (Newehureh) at the 
top, presenting a striking feature in the 
landscape. Villages, churches, country- 
seats, farm-houses, and cottages, are 
scattered over part of the southern val- 
ley. In this direction also appears an 
ancient mansion^ Knighton), embellished 
with woods, groves, and gardens. South- 
eastward is a broad expanse of ocean, 
bounded only by the horizon. More to 
the east; in continuation of the chain of 
hills (Ashey) on which he is sitting, rise 
two downs (Brading and Bembridge), 
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one beyond the other ; both are covered 
with sheep, and the sea is just visible 
over the further hill, as a terminating 
boundary. In this point are seen ships, 
some of which are sailing, and others 
lying at anchor. On the north, the sea 
(the Solent) appears like a noble river, 
varying from 8 to 7 miles in breadth, 
between the banks of the opposite coast 
and those of the island. Immediately 
underneath him is a fine woody district, 
diversified by many pleasing objects. 
Westward, the hills follow each other, 
forming several intermediate and partial 
valleys, in undulations like the waves of 
the sea, and bending to the south, com- 
plete the boundary of the larger valley 
we have described, to the southward of 
the hill on which the tourist aits. One 
hill alone (St. Catherine's), the highest 
in elevation, and about 10 miles to the 
south-westward, is enveloped in a cloud, 
which just permits a dim and hazy sight 
of a signal-post, a light-house, and an 
ancient chantry on the summit." — Legh 
Richmond. 

Descending the down, southward— in 
a leafy gorge of singular calm and beauty 
—lie the scanty relics of a mansion, once 
the most considerable in the island ; the 
ancient manor-house of Knighton Gorget, 
built in the reign of James I., on the 
site of a yet older building, the residence 
of the De Gorges, and afterwards of Mr, 
Fitsmaurice, who assembled here the 
Georgian wits, Wilkes, David Garrick, 
Mrs. Garrick, and others. 

" Like many other mansions, Knighton 
House," we are told, " was reported to 
be haunted ; bnt the exact nature of the 
unearthly visitant is not stated, though 
it was said to intimate its whereabout by 
a noise resembling the clanking of heavy 
chains. In later times, however, this 
noise was cooSned to one room, which 
was never opened ; and above its entrance 
was inscribed a Latin legend of such 
potency as to prevent the troubled spirit's 
egress. There is a strange story current 
" the death of the last male of 
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the DiUington family, who for man y years 
possessed the manor and bouse of Knigh- 
ton. Thfl party alluded to, Sir Tristram 
DiUington, lout h is wife and all his chil- 
dren in rapid succession, and finally fell 
himself by his own hand through de- 
spair— leaving two sisters, who after- 
wards died single. To prevent the for- 
feiture of the estate by the /elude «f of his 
master, the steward, directly he became 
aware of the tragedy, took the horse bis 
master usually rode, and having reserved 
the saddle, drove it into the mill-pond 
close to the bouse. This countenanced a 
report which he immediately spread, that 
Sir Tristram, returning home late at 
night, inadvertently rode into the pond ; 
and through the slackness of the saddle- 
girth, fellfrom bis horse, and wasdrowned 
before assistance could be rendered. This 
occurred at least a century ago. It was 
easy to avoid an inquest, and the 
stratagem succeeded." — Walla Round 
Rydt. 

The village of Newcburch [Inn: The 
Pointers) is a long dull street of insignifi- 
cant houses, 6 miles from Ryde. The 
church, a plain cruciform building, is 
finely situated on the bluff of an abrupt 
sandstone rock. 

IV. Bradinq (Inn: The Bugle) is 
the largest parish in the island, and 
lies between the parish of St. Helen's 
and Brading Harbour, on the east; the 
parish of Shanklin, south; Newchureh, 
west ; and the Solent, north. Contains 
10,107 acres, mostly of excellent arable 
and pasture land, kept in excellent cul- 
tivation; and had, in 1871, a population 
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hamlet of Al.erstone. In 1861 there 
were 796 inhabited, 48 uninhabited, and 
7 houses buililing, witliin its limits — an 
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The living of Brad in; 



(Rev. J. Glover, 1848) io the gift of 
Trinity College, Cambridge, and valued 
at £250. Dependant upon it is Sandman 
(perpetual curate, Rev. 8. (J. Karney), 
presented to by the Church Patronage 
Society; and Bemhridge (perpetual cur- 
ate, Rev. J. La Hesurier), valued at 
*100. 

1. The KyngtTovmtof Brading (named 
from its early Saxon settlers, the Brad- 
ingot) is an old corporate town, controlled 
by a senior and junior bailiff, a recorder, 
and thirteen jurats, under various char- 
ters of incorporation. The oldest in ei- 
istence is that of Edward VI., dated 
1548, but it expressly alludes to former 
charters. The common seal is argmt, i 
rose guttt, barbed and seeded proper, 
and bearing the inscription, — ThtKyngi 
Towne of Brading. Near the church- 
yard there is an old Town Hall over an 
old Market House, both disused; and an 
old pair of stocks, disused also. Some 
of the old houses — and they are very old, 
with quaint diamonded casements, and 
timber joiste— retain the rings used on 
festival days to support the tapestry 
decorations. Half way down the street 
of Brading — it is a long, dull street, run- 
ning down one hiU and np another — is * 
small open space to the right, where 
the cruel sport of bull-baiting was en- 
joyed of yore, as the iron ring in the 
ground still evidences. In a lane, also 
to the right, at the bottom of the hill, 
stands the rustic dwelling of Legh Rich- 
mond's " Young Cottager," whose mo- 
dest grave is at the south-east angle ol 
the old church-yard. 

2. The church is a famous structure, 
ancient, spacious, and stately. Its in- 
terior has recently been restored with 
greatcare. Tradition asserts that a church 
was founded hereby Wilfrid, Bishop of 
Selsey, in 701, and that here he bap- 
tised the first. Christian convert made ia 
the island after its conquest by Cead- 
walla. The present edifice is princi- 
pally of Transition-Norman date. 

3. The village lies at the base of greet 
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and lofty Brading Down, surrounded by 
the woods of N unwell, and stretching 
down the slope to the head of Brad- 
ing Haven, a pleasant sea-water lake, 
with an area of about 040 acres, wbich 
opens into the Solent between the head- 
lands of Bembridge and St. Helen's. 
At low water it is mostly an expanse of 
mod, with a narrow channel, through 
which the Tar meander* to the sea. 
Many attempts hare been made to re- 
claim this considerable tract. A part 
was taken in by Sit William Kussel, of 
Yaverland, temp. Edward I., and Tar 
Bridge erected. In 1562, the North 
Marsh, and adjacent lands, were re- 
covered; and Mill Marsh, and other 
meadows, in 1691. The chief attempt, 
however, was made by Sir Hugh Middle- 
ton (the projector of the New Hirer), in 
connection with Sir Bevia TbelwaJl, who 
gave one Henry Gibhs £2000 for the 
grant he had obtained from James I. 
The embankment across the mouth was 
commenced, Dec. 10, 1620, and occupied 
two years. For eight years longer the 
enclosure answered the expectations of 
the ingenious adventurers, and then, on 
the 8th March. 1330, the sea again burst 
over it, sweeping away houses, bams, 
and mills. A lingular discovery was 
made, daring the progress of the works, 
of a well, cased with stone, near the 
middle of the haven, — sufficiently de- 
monstrating that it had once been dry 
land, and that the sea had overflowed it 
within the historical period. 

At high tide Blading Haven is really 
a very beautiful object. " From the 
mouth of the harbour you see a really 
noble lake embayed between hills of 
moderate elevation, which are covered 
pretty thickly with trees, in many places 
down to the very edge of tbe water. 
Along the banks and on the sides of the 
hills are scattered many neat houses and 
a church or two ; and the head of the 
lake is surrounded by a lefty range of 
downs, whilst the surface itself, of a deep 
azure one, glitters with numerous glanc- 
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ing sails, and Is alive with hundreds of 
silver-winged sea-gulls. To one who has 
not seen, or can forget, a lake among the 
mountains, this will, if seen under fa- 
vourable aspects, appear of almost un- 
surpassable beauty ; to every one it mast 
appear very beautiful. An hoar or two 
should be devoted to a sail upon it. The 
views from the surface are very varied ; 
those looking northward derive much 
beauty from the way in which the sea, 
with its ships, and the distant shore, 
mingle with the lake. The view from 
the head of the harbour is, especially at 
sun-set, eminently picturesque and strik- 
ing." The Hyde and Ventnor Railway 
now crosses the head of it, and the 
traveller, ae he is swept along, obtains a 
floe view of its placid basin, which, at 
hig'i- water, has a noble aspect. 

T. BsMBHroos {Inn : Beach Hotel) 
lies at the extremity of the ledge, a 
peninsula which joins the southern boun- 
dary of Brading Haven — its white houses 
Jose down by the water, and its neat 
iburch rising from the woods above. 
It is 2 i miles from Brading, and 64 from 
Rydo by the high road, or i j miles from 
the latter to the pedestrian who makes 
ray along the sands, and crosses 
the haven by the ferry. From every 
point tbe views are very beautiful, and 
re accessible from Hyde, 
Bembridge would probably rise very 

.pidly into favour with the fashionable 
public 

id to derive its name from the 
causeway thrown serosa a por- 
tion of the haven by Sir William Rus- 
Thus, Within Bridge, Binbridge, 
Bembridge.— Sir J. Oglander, USS. 
Population in 1861, 783. 

Bembridge Down (365 feet) is crowned 
by an obelisk, raised in 1849, by the 
Royal Yacht Club, in memory of their 
commodore, the Earl of T&rborough, and 
recently removed to its present position. 
The views from the summit of this down 
are of extraordinary splendour. " Look- 
ing back over Blading Haven, and in- 
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land, the; are as diversified as the; are 
extensive; forward, the unbroken view 
over the sea extends to an amazing dis- 
tance; eastward, the Sussex coast lies 
like a faint cloud on the distant horizon ; 
while westward, Sandown Bay, with its 
reddish clay banks circling the light 
green waves, and softly swelling hills 
above, may be looked on from da; to day 
with ever new pleasure." 

On the seaward side the Dawn ends in 
a steep chalk cliff, 259 feet, known as the 
Cuftw Cliff— from cidfrt (Saion), a 
pigeon — "from the abundance of those 
birds which made it their haunt." It 
was also famous for a valuable breed of 
hawks, whereon Queen Elizabeth set 
such store, that in 1504 she issued her 
warrant to the captain of the island, to 
make diligent search after some that had 
been stolen, and also "for the persons 
faultie of this stealth and presumptuous 
attempt." 

There is a cavern in the side of the 
cliff, about SO feet beneath the brink, 
known as The BermU'i Bait, from which 
a very fine effect of sea-prospect is ob- 
tained. A large fort has recently been 
erected on the summit of the Down. It 
is surrounded by a deep fosse, and 
armed with 8 00- pounders. Yaverlaud 
Poet, lower down, mounts eight heavy 
guns; and Redcliff Port, near the cliff- 
edge, four 110-pounders. Taken in 
connection with the new works at Ban- 
down, these defences seem of great 
strength, and completely command the 
approach to 3 pithead. 

The Culver cliffs form the southern e 
tremity of Whttediff Bay— the northei 
being named Bembridge Foreland. This 
is the point of junction of the fresh-water 
and marine series of the Isle of Wight 
eocene deposits, which abound 
organic remains and fossils. Originally, 
the strata were horizontal | but by some 
amaiing movement of elevation they 
have been raised to a nearly vertical posi- 
tion—lying, in fact, at an angle of 70°. 
Bo enormous has been the pressure, that 



the flints have been actually shivered, 
nt, however, in the least altering 
their outward appearance ; so that what 
seems a perfect flint splits into frag- 
ments when ever so slightly disturbed. 

Horthof Bembridge Down, in a richly- 
wooded valley, lies Woolverton, anciently 
(so tradition declares) a considerable 
, but now aimply a sequestered farm. 
The pariah of "Wulfere'a Town" once 
included three manors, and each had its 
private chapel, which is mentioned as 
late as the 46th of Edward III. ; but of 
their foundation scarcely a vestige is now 
extant. It is possible that during one 
of the many descents made by the French 
upon this part of the island they *tre 
destroyed. Centurion's Coptt was l„e 
site of a chapel dedicated to St. Driac 

VI. YAVEKLABDfortheTJpperorOver 
Land) has an old Norman church, an old 
Jacobean manor-house, and a dozen small 
cottages, on the brink of a steep escarp- 
ment of chalk, with an abundance of 
leaSness all about, and some good pros- 
pects inland and over the sea. Tba 
pariah contains only 21 inhabited houses, 
which are much scattered; and in 1871 
its population did not exceed 118. Acre- 
age, 1834. The living is a rectory (Rev. 
W. M. Lee), in the patronage of Ad- 
miral Sir Andrew Hamond, and valued 
at £230 per annum. 

"The church is pleasantly situated on 
a rising bank at the foot of a bold chalk 
hill, and being surrounded by trees, has 
a rural and retired appearance. In ever; 
direction the roads that lead to this 
sacred edifice possess distinct but inter- 
esting features. One of them ascends 
between several rural cottages from the 
sea-shore, which adjoins the lower part 
of the village street; another winds 
round the side of the adjacent hill ; and 
a third leads to the church by a gently 
rising approach between high hauls 
covered with young trees, bushes, ivy, 
hedge-plants, and wild flowers."— Ltgh 
Richmond. 

VII. St. Hblem's.— The parish occn 



BVTIRONB (IF TLIWB. 
pita an area of 3070 acres. In 1881 
contained 523 inhabited houses. I 
popnlation was then 2B86. Id 1ST1 i 
population had increased to 3412, and 
contained 097 inhabited bouses. It i 
eludes the hamlets of Sea View, Kettle- 
stone, Spring Vale, and Oakfielu, and lies 
bet ween the parishes of Brading and Ne< 
church, with Ibe Solent for its northern 
bonudsry. The Tillage occupies 
treme northern bank of Brauing Haven, 
lying upon the- slope, and terminating in 
a spit of sand at He mouth; and is built, 
rather picturesquely, round an ample 
village-green, being the only village so 
laid out in the Isle of Wight. 

There was here anciently, on the site 
of the present Priorg (the Marquis of 
Cholmondeley), a foundation of Cluoiac 
monks, established before 1150, bat by 
whom is unknown. During the wars of 
Edward II. and III., as an alien priory 
it was seized by the Crown, and its re 
venues sequestrated; but Henry IT. re- 
stored it to the abbey of Cluny. When 
the alien priories were finally Suppressed, 
Henry VI. bestowed its rental on Eton 
College, and Edward IV. gate the priory 
itself to that foundation. The present 
mansion and estate are still held from 
Eton College. 

The old Church nf St. ff«fcn'» stood 
on St. Helen's Point, about 160 yards 
from the sea; bnt the ever-encroaching 
waves gradually overtoppled the sacred 
building, and in 1719 it was found ne- 
cessary to raise a new structure in a se- 
curer position. The new church stands 
about half way between St. Helen's and 
Sea View. A new chancel, of good de- 
sign, haa recently been erected, and the 
traveller will hope that the remainder 
of the mean edifice may, ere long, be re- 
placed by something better. 

-St. JiA.ni, Oakfield, is an elegant 
little church, situated npon St, John's 
Hill, at the angle formed by the junc- 
tion of the road from Brading with that 
from Nettlestone to Byde. It is a per- 
petual curacy, valued at £100 yearly, in 



121 

the appointment of the incumbent of St. 
Helen's. 

Sea View (3 miles from Eyde) is a 
cluster of lodging-houses on the slope of 
a steep hill, with a neat new church.* 
Spring Vale (2 miles) is a line of good 
houses on the shore, fronting the finest 
sands in this part of the island. A 
new battery has been erected here, in 
connection with the iron-clad forts which 
are intended to occupy No-man and 
Horse-shoe Spits, and Bembridge Band. 



In onr confined space we can only 
glance at the principal seats in this 
favoured district of the island, where 
Fashion has especially chosen to take up 
her residence. There are few house*, 
however, of any pretensions bnt have 
a certain picturesqueoess of aspect, 
which attracts the traveller's enrious 
gaze. 

Wttifldd, the seat of Admiral Sir 
Augustus Clifford, stands in the Spencer 
Eoad, a short distance from the Club 
House, and, through the beauty of its 
grounds and the elegance of its appur- 
emphatically one of "tbe 
lions" of Byde. The rooms are deco- 
rated with great taste and effect; and 
there is a choice collection of paintingi 
by good masters, marbles, and othei 
articles of vertu. In the drawing-room 
there is a head of Lady William Ben- 
tin ck, by Sir T. Lawrence; the Duke 
and Duchess of Devonshire, by Komney; 
and Domenichino's Sibyl. In the music- 
Madonna, by Guido; specimens 
of Angelica Kaufmann ; and marblea by 
Canova, Tadolini, and Burgoni. In the 
dining-room are portraits by Phillips, 
and specimens of Herring and Cook. The 
picture gallery is an elegant room, ar- 
ranged with a nice attention to harmony 
of colouring. The gardens are in the 

there, culled Old Fore. Itrro- 
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% to the »ea-sbore, from which 
mai-velloua panorama of Spithead and 
the whole reach of the Solent is unfolded. 
Sir Augustus Clifford ia a K.C.I!., 
Usher of the Black Rod, and an Admiral. 
He entered the navy in 1800 ; aerved at 
the reduction of St Lucia and Tobago; 
and, in 1807, in the expedition to Egypt; 
distinguished himself at the capture of 
a convoy in the Bay ° f Boaas, 1809 ; and 
served on the ooaat of Italy in 1811. 
Was appointed Usher of the Black Rod 
in July, 1832. 

Eyde Boat*, a large white mansion 
seated in its own extensive grounds, be- 
tween Eyde and Binstead, was the seat 
of the Player family, founded in the Isle 
of Wight by Henry Flayer, Esq., who 
purchased the manors of Eyde and Ashey 
from the last of the Dillingtons. On the 
death of the late Miss Player, her 
estates passed into the bands of various 



Binilead Houtt is a pretty semi-villa, 
semi- mansion, combining the pleasantest 
characteristics of both, and seated in 
grounds of the most delightful order, 
sloping, with many a change of knoll, 
coppice, and lawn, to the very marge of 
the Solent. The estate has been long 
enjoyed by the Fleming family, and was 
devised by (he late J. Willis Flaming, 
Esq., to his widow for her life. Mrs. 
Fleming was married again, 6th August 
1816, to the late General Lord Downes, 
K.C.B., a distinguished Peninsular 
hero. 

Qtiarr House, on an elevated ground, 
sheltered by Quarr Wood, and command- 
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Sir T. Cochrane, a gallant officer, who 
served in the expeditions against Belle 
late, Perrol, Cadis, and in Egypt, during 
the great revolutionary war ; was Gover- 
nor of Newfoundland from 1825 to 1831, 
and Commander-in-chief on the East 
India Station, 1842-16. 
Btaehtandt, at the bottom of Dover 



Street, Ryde, is * handsome mansion, 
the residence of Mrs. Sullivan, an! of 
Sir John and Lady Lees. 

Apphy, a spacious and well-looking 
mansion, stands upon a gentle ascent 
overlooking the town of Ryde, skirted by 
a leafy wood, and contiguous to the sea. 
There are few spots in the Wight richer 
inasoftand tranquil beauty. Theestate 
formerly belonged to a Dr. Walker, and 
then passed to the Hntt family : the last 
proprietor of that name was Governor of 
Weat Australia; and the Captain James 
Hutt who commanded the Qaan in 
Lord Howe's victory of the 1st June, 
and was slain in action, belonged to the 
same stock. Mr. Bennet was the next 
proprietor, and on his death, in 1839. it 
was purchased by a gentleman of the 
name of Hyde. The house was built by 
David Bryce, a notorious smuggler, > 
relation of Rich the actor, who nsed to 
conceal his stores in its cellars, and is 
the caves of the adjoining cliff. Hii 
nefarious trade was at length discovered, 
and he died in extreme distress in 
1710. 

Appley Tomer, an elegant and pictur- 
esque Elizabethan mansion, in ground! 
contiguous to those Just described, is the 
seat of Sir W. Hutt. The gardens 
are laid out with great effect, and the 
mansion is moat elegantly decorated. 
It formerly contained a fine collection 
of the ch/fs-d'teurre of English artists 
— now, unfortunately, dispersed by 
auction - which iocluded Turner's 
"Plagues of Egypt; " " A Group of Bac- 
chanals," by Sir David Wilkie; "A 
Landscape," by Nasmyth ; "A Sea- 
companion pictures, "A Calm Sea," and 
"An Agitated Sea," by S tan field ; "A 
Landscape," by Creswick ; one of Web- 
ster's characteristic sketches; and a sea- 



Bembridge, August 1M6, sketching the 



St. Clare (Colonel P. 7. Hareonrt, a 
younger boh of the late Archbishop of 
York, and formerly M.F. for the 
ialaod) was originally built about 1823, 
by the late E. V. Utterson, Esq., bat 
purchased by Lord Vernon in 1828, and 
greatly modified from the original design. 
It ia a castellated mansion in the Todor 
style of Gothic. Her Majesty and the 
late Prince Consort repeatedly honoured 
St. Clare with their presence; and the 
orphan princess Garurane Coorg fre- 
quently resides here under tie guardian- 
ship of the Lady Catherine Haroourt. 

the hill above Ryde, eastward, was 
ginally built for General Lord Amherst, 

victory at St. John's, New Brunswick, 

i.e. 1758. The grounds were laid out by 

Kepton, the eminent landscape gardener. 

The Pnory (.Marq uis of Choi mondeley ), 

from Ryde, "stands at the head of a spa- 
cious lawn that gently declines from the 
house to the brink of a high ridge 
steep bank of which is covered with wood 
down to the water's edge : through thii 
wood various pleasant walks have beei 
cat, of irregular breadths, according to 
the steepness of the declivity. In lh 
southern part of the wood. are the re 
mains of an ancient watch-tower, sup 
posed to have belong to the Priory. Tbi 
whole of the demesne ia formed of a nar 
row strip of ground, about a mile ii 
length, extending along the shore." Was 
formerly the residence of Sir Nash Qrosi 
Justice of the Queen's Bench, of whoi 
Erskiue said pleasantly— 



SiMtottt* anciently Nounwell, has 



been the residence of the Oglander family 
for many centuries. At the base of a 
lofty down, embowered in venerable 
woods, and with a noble breadth of 
groves, hills, meadows, and seas spread 
out before it, certainly its position befits 
the mansion of the only one of the 
knightly families of the island under 
William Pitz-Osbert which has sur- 
vived "the lapses of time." The house 
is a plain brick building, seated "on a 
rising-ground at the end of a park-like 
lawn, and backed by a solemn grove of 
lofty ashes and limes." The park is 
about two miles in circumference, and 
contains some oaks of extraordinary size. 
The Oglander family have held lands in 
the island since the Conquest, when 
Roger de Okclandre accompanied Wil- 
liam PiW-Osbert. They came from the 
chateau d'Oglandres, in the Cotentin, 
which was afterwards held by Prince 
Henry (Henry I.) against his brothers, 
Duke Robert and Prince William. In 
the reign of James L, John Oglander, 
lieutenant of the island, was knighted. 
Died 1665. His son, Sir William, was 
created a baronet, 1665. Then followed 
Sir John, died 168B; Sir William, died, 
173i; Sir John, died 1767 ; Sir William, 
died 1806; Sir William, died 1850; and 
Sir Henry Oglander, of Hun well, and 
Parhani, Dorset, the present represents- 

Fiiry Hill (W. A. Glynn, Esq.), on 
the uplands, above Sea View, weli de- 

ervea its poetical appellation. 
Puckpool, a charming spot, near Spring 
Vale; Wttlridge (J. Young, Esq.), 
on the road to Kettlestone ; Watbrooi 
(P. Mahon, Esq.); St John't Lodge, 
in 86. John's Road, Eyde; Sturbridge 
Home ; all are mansions of a superior 

rder, and agreeably situated. 



— IA/t <tf W. COUim, by 



Queen's Bower, 7 miles from Ryde, a 

rely spot, whither Isabella de Fortibus, 

the Lady of the Island, was wont to resort 
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for the pleasures of the chase, the forest 
being then well stocked with " red and 
fallow deer;"— Bordwood, as it is still 
called, m bellowed by Henry V. on 
Philippa, Duchess of York, i.r. 1417. 
Alverltmt Mia, 8 miles from Ryde, a 
quiet nook, rich In Spoils for the botanist; 
Btoodttone Well, in a wooded valley, 
north-east of Ashsy Down, where the 
pebbles in the stream are covered with 
the crimson vegetable incrustation of the 



bpnuJ purpureaii AUUrmoor Mill, I 
mile south of Ryde, an elevation from 
which a very fine view of Ryde sod the 
outlying country may be ohtsined; Kerne, 
at the foot of ABhey Down, anciently 
Ladxnx, a manor of the Knights Tem- 
plars ; and Ninham., 2 miles south-west 
of Eyde, where there is a curious stone 
image in the wall of the old farm-house 
(sea ante, p. 113). 



DISTRICT V.-SOTJTH EAST.— VEHTHOR AJTD ITS ENYIE0H8. 



, Yupchob, a town* on the south-east 
coast of the island, and the "capital" 
of the Underdid", lies about 12 miles 
from Ryde and 10 miles from Newport, 
being connected with both towns by- 
railway. It forms a distinct parish, 
with a population of 4341 in 1871, now 
increased to about 6600. Its situation 
is remarkably agreeable; the broken 
ground On which its houses cluster 
stretching down to the margin of a shel- 
tered bay. Antiquarians have derived 
its name from the Celtic Qvreiit and nor, 
referring to its position on an open 
chalky shore; but a more probable ex- 
planation connects it with an old inn 
(the now well-known "Crab and Lob- 
ster"), whioh, with an adjacent mill, 
was held by one Barton, popularly called 
the "Vintner." Hence came Vintner'i 
Mill, and Vintner't Cove, gradually 
corrupted to "Venjnor." At first a 
mere cluster of fishermen's huts, it 
sprang into prosperity about 1830, when 
medical science directed attention to its 
genial climate, and raised it into fashion 
"health -resort." As a lively 



says ■ 



1 Until the publication of Sir 
< Clark's work, its few inhabitants 
nearly all fishermen. It was the 



most picturesque spot along the coast 
The platform was broken into seven! 
uneven terraces. The huge hills towered 
far np aloft. Down to the broad smooth 
beach the ground ran in rough slopes, 
mingled with abrupt banks of rock, 
along which a brawling rivulet careered 
gaily towards the sea ; and the few 
fishermen's huts gave a piquant rustic 
liveliness to all besides. The clintsU 
seemed moat favourable, and the neigh- 
bourhood most agreeable to the invalid. 
In the open gardens of the cottagen 
myrtle and other tender plants flour- 
ished abundantly, and without need of 
protection even in winter ; snow hardly 
ever lay on the ground ; sunny and 
sheltered walks abounded; and the beach 
was excellent for bathing. Ventnor at 
once caught the attention of the crowd of 
visitors ; and it was one of the first placet 
to provide them suitable accommodation. 
In the tiny fishing hamlet soon sprang up 
hotels, and boarding-houses, and shops, 
and a church. Invalids came here for a 
winter r 



Speculation was at 



nulated. And now 



Fuller baa it, ' the plague of building 
lighted upon it,' and it spread until ersrj 
possible spot was planted with some 
staring building, or row of buildings."— 
Land we Live In. 

Sir James Clark, when comparing the 
sanitary condition of the principal towns 
on the south coast, asserted, with all the 
authority of a scientific physician, "that 



It m a matter of surprise to him, &f un 
baring folly examined that favoured 
spot, that the advantages it possessed h. 
bo eminent a degree, in point of sheltei 
and position, should hare been bo long 
overlooked in a country like this, whose 
Inhabitants during the last century hare 
been traversing half the globe in search 
of climate, The physical structure of 
this singular district has been carefully 
investigated and described by the geolo- 
gist, and the beauties of its scenery hare 
been often dwelt npon by the ton " 
bnt its far more important qualitie; 
winter residence for the delicate invalid 
seem scarcely to have attracted atten- 
tion, even from the medical philosopher. 
Nothing," he continues, 'along the 
south coast will bear a comparison with 
it, and Torquay is the only place on the 
south-west coast which will Jo ao. With 
a temperature nearly the same, the cli- 
mate of Torquay will be found softer, 
more humid, and relaxing ; while that of 
the UndercHff will prove drier, some- 
what sharper, and more bracing. "—Sir 
Jama Clark. 

So eulogistic a statement from so emi- 
nent an authority set the whole world of 

quired a celebrity which it well deserves, 
and probably will Long retain. 11 

As we hare said, the town has no his- 
tory. In 1793, all that a traveller— and 
an observant one— could End to say about 
it was this :— *■ The Utile core of Tent- 
nor is rery well known for its romantic 
scenery and for a considerable cascade of 
fine water, which, after turning a corn- 
mill, falls upon the beach, as well as for 
its crab and lobster fishery, all of which 
are destined for the London markets." — 
Wyndham. We may, therefore, plunge 
at once in media* res, and briefly note 
down what may now be seen in Vent- 



KOR. 126 

1. From 1S44 to 1866, as already 
stated, the affairs of this rising town 
were managed by a Board of Comtnis. 
sioners, elected under the provisions of 
a local Act. Under their auspices some 
considerable improvements were effected; 
one of the most important being the 
erection of a substantial sea-wall in 1848, 
by whioh a large stretch of the beach 
was converted into an agreeable esplan- 
ade. This is now lined by a range of 
villas of quaint and rery varied archi- 
tecture, with a spacious and comfortable 
hotel, the Eatd'inodt. In 1866, the 
Local Government Act of 1358 was 
adopted; and the Board now consists of 
eighteen members, of wbom six retire 

inually. To the spirited exertions of 

is body Vent nor is indebted for the 

mpletion of a really admirable system 

drainage, and for great improvements 
the construction and broadening of 

e principal thoroughfares; though, 

from the sudden growth of the town, 

which enabled proprietors and builders 

indulge their individual vagaries ad 

turn, a startling amount of irregu- 
larity baa resulted. Had the erection of 
Ventnor proceeded on a well-considered 
plan, its natural advantages might have 
been greatly aided by art ; yet, with all 
" architectural defects, it will always 
iain one of the most charming and 
oured " health-resorts " in the south 
of Bngland. 

Its situation, indeed, eannot easily be 
surpassed. It is built on a picturesque 
series of irregular and broken terraces, 
one above another from the 
margin of the Chaonel to a 
height of 300 and 100 feet, with green, 
lolly, and rounded domes towering 

ither 100 feet above them. These 
terraces are adorned with prodigal 
-egetation, enjoy a pure transparent air, 

.d look out upon a noble prospect of 



Kingdom, the deatb-r* 



2. It is but just to state that, next to 
Sir James Clark, Ventnor has been most 
indebted to the late Mr. Hambrough of 



Bteephill Castle, who displayed much 
public spirit, good taste, and munificence. 
To iiia liberality it owed the elegant 
ehnrch dedicated to St. Catherine, which, 
with the adjacent parsonage, was erected 
in 1833-7. He also rebuilt the National 
Schools in Albert Street. 

A new and very graceful church, dedi- 
cated to the Holy Trinity, was erected 
in 1861-2 for the accommodation of the 
eastern districts of the town. The 
design (Early Decorated) was furnished 
by Mr. Giles of Taunton. The spire is 
160 fret in height 

A Congregational Church, in the High 

first place for public worship erected in 
Tentnor, and dated from 1635. This 
was rebuilt in 185*, from plana by Mr. 
Raffles Brown of Liverpool, and enlarged 
by the addition of transepts and the ex- 
tension of the nave. It cost between 
fiOOO and £6000, and can accommodate 
850 persons. 

A Weslcyan Chapel will be found in 
High Street, and a Baptist Chapd in 
Mill Street. There are also chapels be- 
longing to the Primitive Methodists and 
Bible Christians. The Plymouth Breth- 
ren, occupy a room in Tulsa Hill. St. 
Wilfrid's, Roman Catholic, is a neat 
substantial building in Trinity Road, 
and was erected in 1871. 

In the High Street is situated the 
Literary and Scientific Institute, con- 
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d pleasant garden- 
grounda. The Marine (Bnab and Judd), 

tion about 100 feet above the sea. The 
Esplanade (Lambert), also recently en- 
larged, is close to both the beach and 
the Pier. The Crab and Lobster (Cass), 
lately rebuilt, retains by its aide the 



original low, vine-Well ised inn which 
witnessed the "beginnings" of Ventnor, 

claim the respect dne to an ancient 
memorial. We may name also the Com- 
mercial, the Terminal, and the Prince 
o/ Wales hotels. The inns it is need- 
less to specify. 

Two or three excellent boarding- houses 
or private hotels are well patronized, and 
their situation is all that could be desired 
as regards the "view "and the "shelter." 
Lodging-hi 



only hit 



nthe> 



exceedingly moderate— mi 
proportion to the accommodation afforded, 
than at Bamsgate, Brighton, or Scar- 
borough. The visitor may make his 
selection according to his tastes and cir- 
cumstances. Many new houses of a very 
kind have lately been erected; 
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i. A new Pier, about 600 feet in 
length, is the latest addition to the 
attractions of Ventnor. A light, grace- 
ful, almost airy structure, it is chiefly 
bnilt of iron, with ornamental ecreeua 



cliff, and wooded terrace, and golden 
sands, green hilts, and shining sea. 

On three evenings in the week the 
town band plays at the head of the Pier. 

G. Tentnor is well lighted with gas. 
Its water supply is copions and pure, 
being derived from springs in the chalk 
downs, several hundred feet above the 
town. As the terminus of the Isle of 
Wight Rail*ay, it has ready access to 
alt parte of the island. A coach runs 
daily, throughout the year, along tba 
beautiful district of the Ondercliff, 
affording ready communication with 
St. Lawrence, Niton, and Blackgang; 



and, in the snmtner season, five or sis 
four-horse coaches and eAurir-tl dnnci 
make daily trips to Blackgang, Fresh- 
water Gate, Alum Bay, Newport, and 
other places of interest. 

0. We must net lean Ventnor witfa- 
oat paying a viait to the National Cot- 
tage Hospital for Conmmption. The 
site, about three-quarters of a mile west- 
ward, is admirably adapted for the object 
in view. It commands the brightest 
prospects imaginable of both laud and 
sea, of rale and down, of grove and 
garden ; indeed, we may venture to say 
that no hospital in Great Britain ia 
situated in a spot so beautiful in itself, 
and so favoured by climatic and other 
advantages. To the inmates of the 
cottages we may address, though happily 
with a different meaning, the words of 
the song in Cymbeline, — 



They are protected from both. Tbe plan 
Of tbe Hospital includes, in the centre, 
a prettily- built church, dedicated to St. 
Luke, with four pairs of houses on each 
side,- in all, 16 houses, accommodating 
100 patients. There is also a Urge ball, 
suitable for concerts, lectures, social en- 
tertainments, and the like. It is in- 
tended, so soon as funds will admit, to 
erect two subsidiary hospitals, one for 






i for admission 



o the Hos- 



pital proper; also a laundry, a bakery, 
a dairy, with sea-baths, and an easy 
access to the shore. 

The Hospital was commenced in 1863, 
and the foundation-atone of the second 
block was laid, on behalf of the Queen, 
by Her Royal Highness the Princess 
Louise. To Dr. Arthur Hill Hassall 
must be ascribed the honour of originat- 
ing this noble institution, and its rapid 

his philanthropic exertions. 

On the elevated terrace, near the 
Railway Terminus, is situated the Lon- 
don City Mission Seaside Home, 350 
feet above the sea-level. It forms a 
handsome block of buildings, and was 
erected by the liberality of Mr. Huish, 
of Boncbureh, in order that the London 
city missionaries, with their wives and 
families, may, in rotation, annnaily 
enjoy a three weeks' holiday at the 
coast, free of al! expense. It is not 
often that munificence is so wisely and 
thoughtfully directed. 

T. Yentnor can boast of three local 
newspapers: the lilt of Wight Jlfer- 
etrrji, Id., published on Thursday; the 
Isle nf Wight Advertiser, 2d.; and Irte 
of Wight Exprett, 2d., published on 
Saturday. 

The Port Office ia in High Street. 
The principal Libraries are : Messrs. 
Knight and Sons', in High Street; 
Le man's, Medley's, and Logan's, 
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The TJndercliff ia a region of 
lingular beauty and interest, that we 
may even admit it deserve* all the praise 
which has been lavished upon it. 
interchange of rock and dell, of lawn; 
slopes and leafy bowers, of n 
masses of cliff, of bare, precipitous 
parts of glittering chalk, of rippling 
brooks and sleep; pools, of lanes wind 
ing in and about thick clusters of Hoi 
somy copses— with everywhere "tb 
innrranroua noise of waves "— renders i 
sd enchanted land, whose beauties at 
continually unfolding themselves before 
our admiring eyes. 



" It is a region so well known as hardly 
to require description. Consisting of a 
platform varying from half a mile to 
quarter of a mile in width — bounded on 
the south by the undulating bays and 
promontories of the Channel, and on the 
north by a perpendicular wall of grey 
rocks, which form the buttress to a range 
of downs of almost mountainous eleva- 
tion, it ia easy to perceive that it unites 
two of the principal constituents of a 
beautiful landscape. Bnt when, besides 
its guardian hills and ever- varying ocean, 
we remember the richness of its vegeta- 
tion, the clearness of its air, and the wild 
seclusion of its innumerable dells, the 
glowing expressions of enthusiastic 
tourists wonld seem not much, if at all, 
beyond the truth But in addi- 
tion to its beauty, the district has ac- 
quired within a few years another and a 
better claim to admiration. The pecu- 
liarity of its position, guarded from the 
east and north by its barrier of rock, 
the mildness of its air, and the extraor- 
dinary dryness of its soil, have made it 
a chosen spot for the invalid, and a re- 



fuge from the attacks of the English de- 
stroyer, or, at least, a soother of the 
English disease — consumption." — Rev. 
Jama White. Equally warm in his 
eulogy was Lord Jeffrey, the "Edin- 
burgh Reviewer. " " The chief beauty of 
the island, " he says, " lies on the south, 
where it opens to the wide ocean, and 
meets a warmer sun than shines upon 
any other spot of our kingdom. On this 
side it is, for the most part, bounded by 
lofty chalk cliffs, which rise, in the moat 
doxrling whiteness, out of the blue sea 
into the blue sky, and make a composi- 
tion something like Wedgwood's enameL 
The cliffs are in some places enormously 
high— from 600 to 700 feet. Thebeanti- 
ful places are either where they sink deep 
into bays and valleys, opening like a 
theatre to the aun and the sea, or where 
there has been a terrace of low land 
formed at their feet, which stretches 
under the shelter of that enormous wall, 
like a rioh garden plot, all roughened 
over with misses of rock, fallen in dis- 
tant ages, and OTerahadowed with 
thickets of myrtle, and roses, and ger- 
aniums, which all grow wild here in 
great luxuriance and profusion. These 
spots are occupied, for the most part, by 
beautiful ornamented cottages, designed 
and executed, for the most part, in the 
most correct taste. Indeed, it could not 
be easy to make anything ugly in a cli- 
mate so delicious, where all aorta of 
flowers, and shrubs, and foliage multiply 
and maintain themselves with each 
vigour and rapidity. The myrtles fill 
all the hedges, and grapes grow in fes- 
from tree to tree, without the 

•nee of a wall."— Lord Cbctturn's 
Life of Lord Jeffrey.* Mrs. Radcliffe, 

mce famous authoress of "The 
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Mysteries of Udolpho," describes this 
beautiful district in graphic language 
— " The Underdid: is a tract of shore 
formed by the fallen cliffs, and closely 
barricaded by a wall of rock of vo 
height. We entered upon it about 
mile from Niton, and found ourselves 
euch a DruitI scene of wildness and ru 
as we never saw before. The road is, for 
tbe most part, close to the wall of rock, 
which seems to threaten the traveller 
with -destruction, as he passes frequently 
beneath enormous masses that lean for- 
ward. On the other aide of the road 
is an extremely rugged descent of about 
half a mile to the sea, where sometimes 
are amphitheatres of rocks, their theatres 
tilled with ruins, and frequently co 
with verdure and underwood that stretch 
up the hill-side with the wildest p 
sheltering here a cottage and there a villa 
among the rooky hillocks. We after- 
wards ascended by a steep, rugged road 
to the summit of the down, from which 
the views are astonishing and grand in a 
high degree ; We seemed perched on an 
eitreme point of the world, looking down 
on hills and cliffs of various height and 
form, tumbled into confusion as if by 
an earthquake, and stretching into the 
sea, which spreads ite vast cirenmfer- 
" ence beyond. The look down on the 
shores is indeed tremendous." — Mr*. 



The Undercliff extends from Luc- 
combe to Blackgang Chine, forming a 
tract of wild and wonderful scenery, 
about seven miles in length, and varying 
in breadth from a quarter of a mile to 
nearly a mile. It may be plainly de- 
scribed as an irregular table-land, — or 
rather, a succession of terraces, backed 
by a chalk wall of unequal height, 
and raised SO, SO, and even 100 feet 
above the sea level. Certain inter- 
nal agencies — land springs and hidden 
waters — at work since the dawn of life 
and light upon the world, have resulted 
in the separation of this strip of land 
from the hills of which it was formerly 
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a part, and removing it bodily to a con- 
siderable way below them — between 
them, in fact, and the sea. To under- 
stand the cause of this subsidence, it is 
necessary to be acquainted with the geo- 
logical nature of the rocks, and the influ- 
ences to which they have been subjected, 
when the eiplanation becomes very 
simple. " The strata, reckoning from 
the bottom, are first red ferruginous 
sand, then blue marl, next green sand- 
stone, and at top chalk and chalk marl. 
The stratum of bine marl is soft and 
easily acted upon by land springs, when 
becomes mud, and oozes out ; and the 
id chalk being deprived of 

support, must of necessity sink 
Tbe subsidence, if thus brought 
about, might be gradual and scarcely 
perceptible, except in its ultimate re- 
sults ; but tlje sea was at the same time 
beating with violence against the lower 
washing out the sand and 
marl, which were already loosened by 
the springs. This double process would 

till the superincumbent mass be- 
came unable to sustain itself by mere 
adhesion to the parent rock, when it 

necessarily break away and fall 

forward. That this was the way in 

which the Undercliff was produced, is 

evident from an examination of tbe 

phenomena it presents, and wbat may 

be observed still going on, though on a 

lesser scale. The great change in the 

must have occurred at a very dis- 

period; churches and houses of 

ancient date, which stand in different 

parts of the Undercliff, show that no 

very considerable alteration can have 

taken place for centuries. "— Thome. A 

landslip, indeed, at East End, destroyed 

1810, 30 acres of ground ; a second 

1818, upwards of 60 ; and a large 

as of rock fell in 1817. But tbe most 

considerable of these convulsions occur- 

Pebruary 1799, near Niton, wben 
a farm named Pitlanda, and 100 acres 
of land were hurled in wild confu- 
sion towards tbe shore. These, how. 
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ever, are local changes ; and " no great 
further movement atoll is to be dreaded 

wit Lin this district. " 

Here, in this most delightful land of 
bowers, the heliotrope, the myrtle, the 
fuchsia, the petunia, and tbe verbena, 

ter. "I have counted," says the late Dr. 
Martin, "nearly fifty species of garden 
Sowers blooming in the borders in Decem- 
ber; and sweet peas blossom on Chriotmas- 
dayl The bee is on the wing when, in less 
favoured districts of the island, a bitter 
frost parches all the meadows. The mean 
annual temperature is placed by obser- 
vers at no less than 51° 72'; and as tbe 
result of eight years' calculations, Dr. 
Martin shows that the wanner and more 
genial winds blow here for the greater 
portion of the year. Thus : 8.W., 
86.9Tda.ys i E„ 60.3* days; N.E., 54.(51; 
W., 62.64; N.W., 80.95; S., 26,72 ; N. 



24.46, andS.E., 18.86. "It would be 
difficult to find in any northern country 
a district of equal extent and variety of 
surface, and, it may be added, of equal 
beauty in point of scenery, so completely 
screened from the catting north-east 
winds of the spring on the one hand, and 
from the boisterous southerly gales of the 
autumn and winter on the other." — Sir 
James Clark. 

We have now said enough, and quoted 
enough, we fancy, to make the reader 
thoroughly acquainted with the peculi- 
arities of this peculiar region. We shall 
shortly take him through it, from Luc- 
combe to Blackgeng; but first invite him 
to a consideration of the principal places 
included by up in the couth-west dis- 
trict of the island. 



[Iloteli: Sandown; Star and Garter; 
King's Head; York; Railway.) 
BiHnowK in a town and ecclesiastical 
district in the parish of Brading, skirt- 
ing the bay of the same name, and lying 
in the lowlands between the heights of 
Bembridge and the lofty masses of 



Shanklin Down. It is 6 miles front 
Hyde, and 10 miles from Newport, and 
contained in 1861 a population of 1713, 
and in 1871, of 2320, with 134 inhabited 
houses. Its growth in the last few 
years baa been Tery rapid, owing to 
" i exertions of two or three spirited 

lidents, as well as its eminent advan- 
tages of position ; and it bids fair to 
is one of the most popular, as it is 
f the fairest, of the towns on the 
south coast of the island. Its bay is 
eminently beautiful ; the chalky heights 
of Culver Ctiffl form the northern, and 
the red sands of Dunnost the southern 
extremity — " tbe lower chalk, firestone, 
gait, and greensand appearing in suc- 
cession, like sloping bands of yellowish 
white, green, blue, and deep red; the 
latter denoting the ferruginous sands of 
the lower group." 

Sandown is a station on tbe Isle of 
Wight Railway, at its junction with the 
Newport and Cowes line. It is a rapidly 
rising and improving town, well lighted 
with gas, and picturesquely though ir- 
regularly built. As a bathing place it 
is unrivalled, owing to the wide sweep of 
its smooth sandy shore. It was visited 
in tbe summer of 1874 by the Crown 
Prince and Princess of Germany. 

Christ Churck, on the high ground, is 
a graceful Early English building, erected 

1847. It has been twice enlarged, and 

w comprises nave, aisles, chancel, with 
low tower and spire, and seats about 
1700. St. aemenfs, in the lower part of 
the town, is a temporary iron structure. 
St. Hden't, Gatton, near Shanklin, in a 
district church of Sandown. 

Sandown can alto boast of large Con- 
gregationalist and Wesley an Chapels, and 
of a spacious Town Hall, of really good 
design. Sundown fortwaaoneofHenry 
VIII. 's new defences, erected at tbe epoch 
of that great F rench armamen t i ntanded to 
humiliate the haughty " Defender of the 
Faith" (1640), and had for those days a 
considerable military establishment. 
The fort lately taken down only dated 
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lea having encroached upon it* ver 
foundations. It wee of a quadrangula. 
plan, with strong bastions at each angle 
surrounded bj a wet moat. A new and 
stronger fort, faced with granite, and 
armed with ten heavy guns, hae I* 
recently erected, nearer to the Cul 
Cliff. Other defences are projected, and 
a lighthouaei 
above the bay. There are large barracks 
at the extremity of 
road tarns off to Shanklin, and generally 
stioned in 



i the 






nj of hi 



in Sandown, Shankli 
and their neighbourhood. 

Here the once famous John Wilkes 
had a cottage, or, as he loved to call it 
in his Correepondence, " a villakin," — 
now represented by a draper; estab- 
lishment in the principal street. He 
obtained a fourteen yeara' lease of it 
from Colonel, afterwards Genera! James 
Barker, of Stickworth, in May 1T3S, and 
immediately fitted it up after his own 
somewhat bizarre ideas. From a floor- 
cloth manufactory at Knightsbriilge, be 
brought Tarions strange "pavilions," 
which he placed in prominent positions 
in his garden, and converted into aviaries 
and dove-cots. Of birds he was very 
fond, and daily amused himself watching 
their habits, while ready to purchase all 
tbat the gamine in the neighbourhood 
conld catch. Here he raised semi-clas- 
sical tombs and columns, and wrote in- 
scriptions apon them in a stilted style. 
A Doric column in the shrubbery was 
branded,— " Carole Churchill, Divino 
Potto;, Amico Jucvmdo, Civi Optiml de 
Palria merilo" (To Charles Churchill, 
the divine poet, the pleasant friend, the 
citizen who has deserved well of bis 
country) ; on a tablet in a " Tuscan " 
room was the legend, — " Fortune Re- 
dact el Oivitati Loadirtcnti, P. Johanna 
Wilka, Quaxtor, 1789;" and in bis sit- 
ting-room, — " To Filial Piety and Mary 



Wilka. Erected bp John Wilka, 
1788." 

He spent bis latter years in this plea- 
sant country-side, with occasional viaita 
to the Loudon world ; writing his own 
" Memoirs," and entertaining with witty 
gossip and old wine his numerous visi- 
tors. With bis powdered queue duly 
tied in a bag, his suit of scarlet and gold, 
his abundant laces and mines, and his 
long boots above his knees, he stalked 
abont the neighbourhood of Sandown 
and Shanklin, "the observed of all 
observers," and the Deue. Major of the 
village folk. 

Wilkes died at his residence in Oroa- 
venor Square, December B8, 1797, at the 
ripe old age of 70. 



[Halele: HolUer's; Royal Spa; Clarendon; 
Dilsh's; Madeira; Marine; Falcon.) 
ShiniLif,— one of the leafiest of leafy 
villages, whose "romantic glades" at- 
tracted the attention of Tom Ingoldsby ; 
whose beautiful scenery baa been the 
admiration of artist and poet; whose 
delta are prodigal of blossoms ; whose 
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from Vcntnor, BJ from Ryde, and oc- 
cupies a table-land 300 feet above the 
sea, at the base of the eastern extremity 
of the great chalk range of downs which 
forms "the backbone" of the island, 
entrance into Shanklin from Vent- 
nor is one of the fairest scenes in this 
air country-side. The beach here is 
rery fine, and the views seaward are 
endless in variety and interest, so that 
the tourist will do well to spend a day 
or two iu the neighbourhood, and ex- 
amine its chief attractions. 

"Shanklin," says Keats, "ieamost 
beautiful place ; sloping wood and 
meadow ground reach round the chine, 
which is a cleft between the cliffs of the 
depth of uearly 300 feet at least. This 
cleft is filled with trees and bushes in 
arrow part, and as it widens be' 
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on one side, which spread to the very 
verge of the sen,, and some fishermen's 
huts on the other, perched midway in 
the balustrade of beautiful green hedges 
along the steps down to the sand." — Lift 
and Letter!. Here is a picture from 
another hand, equally graphic : — " This 
village is very small and scatter;, all 
mixed np with trees, and lying among 
sweet airy falls and swells of ground, 
which finally rise np behind to breesy 
downs 800 feet high, and sink down in 
front to the edge of the varying cliffs, 
which overhang a pretty beach of fine 
sand, and are approachable by a very 
striking wooded ravine which they call 
the tfttw."— Lord Jeffrey, Life by 
Codburn. 

Shanklin itself would be scarcely re- 
cognised by any person visiting it after 
an interval of ten or fifteen years. The 
"everlasting hills" are the same, and 
the smooth sands, and the dark cliffs, 
and the broad sweep of bine waves are 
the same; and in the neighbourhood 
many a pleasant nook and leafy haunt 
happily remain unaltered ; but the little 
village, which lay embosomed in " a wealth 
of greenery," baa developed into a water- 
ing-place of considerable proportions. 
The cluster of pretty cottages haa grown 
into a town, with its Local Board, its 
gas-works, its waterworks, and all those 
comforts and conveniences which are so 
hostile to the picturesque. Still it is 
" beautiful exceedingly," and if the spec- 
ulative builder will stay his band, may 
In illustration of 
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It baa three churches. St. Saviour 1 !, 
on the cliff, consecrated in 1899, but 
with tower and spire not yet complete. 
It is a graceful Early English build- 
ing, designed by Mr. Sellyer. The 
parish church, dedicated to St. John 
the Baptiit, is finely situated in the 



considerable proportions. St. HtUn'i, 
Qatton, near the Railway Station, is in 
tbe Early English style, and of hand- 
some design. At present it is not com- 
pleted. 

The CotigrtJjalinnalitti, Wetbcyam, 
and Bible Christian! have each a meet- 
ing-house. The Literary IntfUule is 
situated in Orange Road. 

Good lodging-houses are numerous. 
Tbe Hotels are Hollier's, Daieh's, tbe 
" Madeira," the "Marine," tbe "Royal 
Spa," the "Clarendon," and the " Pal- 

We may commend Shanklin, there- 
fore, to the tourist ai a convenient and 
very agreeable reeting-place, from which 
he may explore some of the most oharao- 
teriatie scenery of the island. Tbe wan- 
derer in search of health will find it 
sheltered from cold winds, and gifted 
with an invigorating air; while the 
sea-aide visitor will be able to boat, 
bathe, awim, drive, ride, walk, or 
saunter, under eminently favourable 
conditions. 

The sands here, from Sandown away 
to Dnnnose, are firm, brood, and the 
finest in the island. There is a pleasant 
walk at low-water to bucoombt Oane, a 
deep ravine in the cliffs, with bare pre- 
cipitous sides of sand and clay, quite as 
well worth visiting, to our fancy, as 
"the lion"of Shanklin. The tourist 
may continue his walk to Eatt End, 
the commencement of the Undercliff, snd 
the scene of the great landslip of ISIS. 
The rocks displaced by the tremendous 
convulsion have fallen upon the shore in 
the wildest and even most grotesque 
confusion ; mtitmnn of dark ferruginous 
earth, or hot white chalk, partly over- 
grown with luxuriant vegetation, lying 
piled upon each other as if they bad been 
the playthings of the Titans, and flung 

A. atroll by the road to BonoharA snd 
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the Ondercliff is also fnll of interest and 
variety. The road winds through open 
groves and green pastures up the flank of 
the hill of Dnnnoso, affording at every 
point the moat deliglitful views. The Til- 
lage, with its leafy gardens, occupies the 
foreground ; then, in succession, the eye 
surveys the fine sweep of Sundown Bay 
terminated by the whits walla of the 
Culver, the low marshland stretching 
away to Brading, and even, across the 
Solent, the shipping in the noble anchor- 
age at Bpithe&d. From the top of the 
ascent may be observed the chalky 
heights of Yaverland and the blue seas 
beyond, the distant hills of Hampshire 
and Sussex running from west to east 
in a long clean line, nntil they melt into 
the horizon, and the glittering cliffs from 
Brighton to Beachy Head are sometimes 
plainly visible. 

Shanklin, we repeat, is an admirable re- 
sidence for invalids, while for "summer- 
swallows " it presents very great attrac- 
tions ; so thaA recent writer says of it, 
"A traveller might walk hither and 
thither for many a long day before he 
could And a spot more delicious. " It has 
its literary attractions: FtrnbaniwtaUmg 
the residence of Miss Harriet Parr, the 
"Holme Lee" of the circulating libraries. 

In the early part of 18 19 Keats was stay- 
ing at Shanklin with his friend Brown, 
and wrote here the play of "Othothe 
Great," the plot of which Brown in- 
Tented, and the fine poem of " Lamia. " 
Lord Jeffrey was here in 1846, the year 
before his death, seeking to revive his 
waning energies. "We enjoyed," he 
says, "threeweeks'very sweet, tranquil, 
and innocent seclusion, which we left 
with much affection and some regret." 
— Lifcby Cockburn. 



BoiOhcxch, anciently Bontctrct, is one 
of the oldest Tillages in the Wight, and is 
truly " hallowed ground," if the popular 
tradition that it was the scene of the early 



labours of St. Boniface — boman fncen, 
to do good— has aught of truth in it. 
There is a little cove among its rocks 
which still bears the name of Motik'i 
Bag, and is reputed to have been the 
landing-place of the adventurous priests 
of the Abbey of Lire, who brought the 
good tidings of Christianity to the un- 
taught islanders. This, it is said, took 
place in i.s. 765, when they raised here 
a village church. 

Bat the praait old church of Bon- 
church cannot claim so remote an 
antiquity. Meat probably it was founded 
by one of the De Lislea not earlier than 
the commencement of the 14th century. 
The new church, a graceful structure, 
built in 1847, waa enlarged in 1874. In 
the graveyard a plain cross marks the 
last resting-place of the Her, James 
White, a writer of much merit. 

The pariah of Bonchnrch" contains 
618 acres, and in 1861 had a population 
of 664; in 1871, the population bad 
risen to 641, with 96 bouses. Its 
boundaries are— north, Shanklin; south, 
Ventnor; west, GodsMll ; and east, the 
Channel. Within its limits are scenes 
cf greater beauty than perhaps eiist 
anywhere else in so confined a space. 
The sea-shore is continually presenting 
new features of interest ; new surprises 
occur at every point. Inland there is an 
unequalled combination of the sublime 
and the picturesque ; of towering walls 
of glittering chalk ; of dells odorous 
with flowers; of gardens rich in the 
rarest plants and moat exquisite blos- 
soms. The entrance to the village is 
eminently lovely. The road is bordered 
by a calm, sweet pool, on whose bosom 
sleep the broad leaves of the water-lily, 
and, running under a perfect arch of 
foliage, it winds in and out of jutting 
masses of rock covered with prodigal 
vegetation. The wall of the Undercliff 
towers above the traveller to the height 
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of 100 or 600 feet, and from its sides 
leap Oat littie runnels in mimic cascades, 
filling the air with tlicir musical chime 
and pleasant freshness.* 

It is difficult, in OUT narrow limits, to 
note down all that the tourist ought to 
eec in this agreeable neighbourhood. But 
he will ascend, of course, the steep sides 
of SI. Boniface Down (783 feet above 
the sea), to enjoy the surpassingly beau- 
tiful panorama which spreads beneath 
and around it. He will visit the Well— 
St. Bonny'i Well—* perennial spring, 
bubbling out of the chalky depths of the 
Down. It was first discovered, says the 
legend, by a certain bishop who, riding 
across the hill on a misty night, lost his 
way, and found hie steed, to his horror, 
slowly sliding down the precipitous side, 
until at length be suddenly drew op with 
his hoofs fixed in the hollow of this we" 
The bishop thereupon vowed to St. Boi 
face, that if he reached the bottom t 
curely he would dedicate to his bono 
an acre of land. The saint closed with 
the bargain ; the bishop got home with- 
out farther let or mishap ; and the land, 
known as The Bahop'i Acre, still belongs 
to the glebe of Sonchurch. It lies at the 
foot of the hill, and is marked out by a 
ridge of turf. 

In the old times, on the feast day of St. 
Boniface, the village maidens were wont 
to ascend the down and place gar] 
flowers about the well, in honour of the 
patron-saint. There was, also, a super- 
stition attaching to it, that a wish 
breathed inwardly by the stranger who, 
for the first time, drank of its water, 
would assuredly be fulfilled, — a pleasant 
enough superstition, which the lads and 
lasses of Bonchurch doubtlessly, in their 
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love-making days, turned to good w- 

Standing on the brink of this magnifi- 
cent precipice, we must admit that the 
picture beneath us is perfect. "The 
cliff is exquisitely chiselled into horizon- 
tal blocks, richly mossed and ivied, and 
there the chough resorts and the jack, 
daw builds, and here and there a dove 
will wing its way, like a snow-flake 
among the grey and cable daws."— 
Dendy. And spreading afar, likes sheet 
of molten silver, ever Hashes and gleuu 
the apparently motionless sea. 

A flight of steps near the pond eon- 
ducts the tourist to the I'vlpit Rock (400 
feet above the sea), a bold and rugged 
mass of cliff, now surmounted with a 
wooden cross in a wooden enclosure,— 
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iy bearing a flagstaff, and chris- 
tened "Shakspeare Sock." In the 
beautiful grounds of Undermov.nl (lady 
Elizabeth Pringle) rises another and simi- 
lar mass of crag, called the Flagging Rock. 
There are numerous pretty villas in 
pretty garden grounds, — almost too 
many, in fact, — scattered about this 
singular district. Most noticeable are, 
East Dene (J. S. Henry, Esq.), de- 
signed by Mr. Beazley (the architect 
of the Lyceum Theatre), with a pictur- 
esque Elizabethan interior, and an organ 
which, it is said, has been touched by 
Queen Bess's fingers ; Wood Lynch, the 
seat of the late Rev. J. White, dramatist 
and historian, whose "King of the Com- 
mons " was tho last character created by 
Mac-ready, and whose popular condensa- 
tions of English. French, and Greek 
History, are nearly as well known even 
as they ought to be ; Winterbournc, the 
residence of the late Bev. William Adams, 
the author of many exquisite sacred alle- 
gories, to which we shall more particu- 
larly allude hereafter ; Watfield, Mount- 
field, Orchard Leigh, Combe Wood, The 
Maple; Athdiff (the residence of Mi»s 
Sewell), and HilUide, Ventnor, where 
John Sterling— Carlyle's John Sterling- 
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Near Monk 'a Bay: 
few traces of a Komi 
in the vicinity have been exhumed, at 
different times, urns, calcined bones, 
ashes, and other significant relics of the 
Roman occupants of the Ondercliff. 

Such is a brief, cold outline of the at- 
tractions of this fairy laud, which in- 
cludes within its enchanted limits a 
thousand varieties — a thousand charms 
— of scenery. "Take barren rocks," ex- 
claims an enthusiastic writer, "prolific 
sails, broken masses, elevated cliffs, and 
precipitous descents, an expanded sea, a 
winding rivulet, and tranquil lake, the 
wild flower dell and the rich pasture, the 
peasant's hut, the farmer's yard, and the 
admired villa ; employthe colours of the 
bow of heaven ; let the motions of ani- 
mated nature be within observation; 
cover the whole with an expanded arch j 
light it with a summer's sun, said call it 
— Bonchurch." 
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The parish ofSt. Lawrence lies between 
the parishes of Yentuor, east; Qodshill, 
north; and Whit well, west; with the 
Channel for its southern boundary. It 
contains three hundred and thirty-two 
acres; and in 1ST1 its population num- 
indied and thirty-five souls, 
,wenty -three houses. hi 
smallest in England 



Chile and Niton on ths west, and 

Qodahill on the north. Acreage, 1983 , 
>pulation, in 1881, £70 (288 males + 
A females); 1871, 668; inhabited 
>uses, 133; uninhabited, 6; building. 
The living is a perpetual curacy, held 
by the rector of Niton (who is also vicar 
ofQodshill); bat, though in that sense a 
ehapelry, baa its own parochial rights. 
In this parish was once included the 
anor of Woolverton ( Wuljcre't loam). 
There were th ree W oolverton s i n the island 
e one now referred to, a second near 
well, and a third below Yavcrland, 
built bySir Ralph de Woolverton in 1870. 
shadowy combe, or hollow, to the 
left of the road from St. Lawrence to 
I, % the rains of the ancient manor- 
3 of Woolverton, a gabled two. 
;d building, with lancet windows, 
ivy-shrouded, gray, and mossy. It was 
probably erected by John de Woolverton, 
temp. Edward I. A new town is spring- 
ing up in this beautiful country-side. 

On the cliff-road to Mirables the tourist 
will enjoy some picturesque bits of 
scenery and some glorious "sea-viewa." 
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surmounted 
.nd enclosing a bright crys- 
a pleasant wayside object 
t Villa of the Earl of Yar- 
oharmingly situated. Some 
superior order have recently 
1 near the sea. 



The parish of Niton is bounded on 
the north and east by that of Whitwell, 
west by Chale, and south by the waters 
or the Channel. In its limits arc included 
ths wildest and rudest portion of the 
Undercliff, the dangerous coast from 
Old Park to Rocken End, Niton Down, 
and many a footprint of tbe Celt and the 
ancient Roman. Acreage, 1397: popula- 
tion in 1801, 288; in 1811, 370; in 
1821, 443 ; in 1831, 573 ; in 1841, 613; 
in 1851, 681; in 1861, 700; inhabited 
houses, 135; uninhabited, 7; in 1671, 
pop. 732, with 1 SI inhabited houses. The 
living is a rectory, held in conjunction 
with the vicarage of Oodshill (vicar, 
Rev. Q. Hayton} and the curacy of 
Whitwell, valued at £600 per annum, 
and presented to by Queen's College, 
Oxford, on which foundation the patron- 
age was bestowed by Charles I. 
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Nito* {Ian, the White Lion) is it con- 
siderable hamlet, lying at the foot of 
Niton Sown, and in the shadow of St. 
Catherine's Hill (which ma; be ascended 
by a pathway from the Tillage near the 
church), about 5 miles from Vcotnor and 
8 J from Newport. The church is a large 
and picturesque edifice of great antiquity, 
and was one of the six bestowed by Pitz- 
Oabertnpon his favourite Abbey of Lire. 
There is a Literary Institute in the vil- 
lage, and the National Schools are well 
conducted, as are also the British Schools. 
Several new houses have recently been 
erected here ; and tourists will find it a 
convenient spot from which to direct their 
explorations of the Undercliff. There is 
a well-to-do air about the village, which 
may result from the number of "seat*" 
iu its vicinity, and the constant employ- 
ment thus provided for its inhabitants. 

Dr. Thomas Pittia, an eminent divine 
(see poat), was a native, and for many 
years a rector of Niton. 

There is a curious camp, or perhaps 
tin-mart, in a field on the BeaacKamp 
Farm, near the church, whose regula- 
rity of plan and massiveness of construc- 
tion may well be examined by the anti- 
quary. Through this pariah, by a road 
still traceable, was conducted the tin 
traffic of the island, and probably the 
metal was shipped on board the vessels 
of the Phosnician merchant* at Puckaster 
Cove. Near the northern boundary of 
the parish at a place still called Bury 
\bgria, a walled or fortified settlement), 
may be observed an artificial mound of 
earth, now reduced to very small dimen- 
sions, hut which once occupied a base of 
30 yards diameter. Near the village 
there is another monnd of similar cha- 
racter, called Old Cattle, and both are 
undoubtedly rclica of the Celtic earth- 
there is so much of interest in its 
neighbourhood,— the cottages omtel of 
the Undercliff, — MirubU*, BeatH&amp, 
Verlandt, The Orchard, Old Parle, Mount 



Cleeva, Af mint Ida; the Kojsl Sandrook 
Hotel, with its cliff gardens ; Puckaster 
Cove, where the Roman fleet used to ride 
securely, and Charles II. was ones driven 
ashore by stress of weather ; St. Catha- 
rine's Point, and its brilliant lighthouse; 
St Catherine's- Hill, and ita panoramic 
prospecta, — that it ought to be more 
generally frequented by those who travel 
with open eyea and eara to hear. It is 
sometimes called Crab Niton, to distil' 
guish it from Knighton, near Ashey, and 
in reference to thecrastacea so abundant 
on the adjacent coast. 



(/in; The Grimn), 
Is a delightfully picturesque hamlei, 
clustered round a steep knoll, or hill, on 
which is built its stately and antique 
church. Like all the island villages, it 
consists of one long street of shops, cot- 
tages, and the better sort of houses 
strangely intermixed. It is distant from 
Newport about fij miles, from Ventnor 
S, and from Hyde 11, and lies in a fertile 
country, divided into excellent farms, of 
which Wroxall, Kew, Span, Week, Park, 
Apleford, Moor, and Stenbnrj are the 
principal. The parish includes 6536 
acres, chiefly of good arable land, and 
had, in 1861, a population of 1215 (SIB 
males + 596 females); and in 1871, 1197, 
with 262 inhabited houses. The tithingt 
of Stenbury, Koud, Sandford, and Book- 
ley, with Week, aa well aa the manor of 
A ppuldurconibe,are in this parish. The 
living is a vicarage, held, as already 
stated, with the Rectory of Niton. 
There was once a good grammar *c*oof 
in the village (founded in 1596 by one 
Richard Andrews), whither resorted the 
sons of the leading gentry of the island, 
and where Sir Thomas Fleming was edu- 
cated, but it ia now of no account. 

The church is one of the handsomest in 
the Wight. Erected upon a steep and 
lofty knoll, and having a stately tower, it 
is conspicuously visible from every P* 1 * 
of the wide and extensive) vale. The i* 
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terior is divided by a long range of rich 
early English arches, and contains same 
superb memorial! to the Worsley family. 
About 2 miles south-east of the village 
lies Appvldwcomb* Park, the ancient 
neat of the Worsleys, and once the great 
glory of the island, but no* "a school far 
yoang gentlemen " (Eev. W. Poi 
principal), Itelaims the touris 
tion, from the beauty of its extensive 
grounds and the stateliness of the large 
Corinthian pile, with its projecting wings, 
which crowns the head of the green and 
ample lawny slope. " The park is very 
famous, and it deserves its celebrity. It 
ia very extensive for the island ; thi 
ground is considerably diversified, and 
there are noble riews over the wide glades. 
Oak, elm, and beech-trees of stately sue 
abound, and the plantations are well ar- 
ranged. The park and the house are, in 
ahort, on a corresponding style of gran- 
deur."— Knight. The mansion occupies 
the site of an Elizabethan building — the 
remains of the ancient Priory of Appul- 
durcombe — palled down by Sir Robert 
Worsley about 1710 ; wiu commenced by 
him immediately afterwards, and com- 
pleted by bis successor. Sir Richard 
Worsley, who made it the receptacle of a 
fine collection of ancient marbles, figured 
in bis .MnjfMi Worilearwm, and an ex. 
cellent gallery of pictures. " It is situ- 
ated at some distance from the road, 
within the park, and, being built from 
the quarries of Portland, and unincum- 
bered with adjoining offices, offers a 
magnificent object to the high road and 
to the hills above it, particularly when 
the rays of the sun are reflected from its 
beautiful stone."— Wpndham. 

Appuldwcombc is usually derived from 
the British Ypvl dur y cwm— "the lake 
in the hollow " — but the correct etymo- 
logy is evidently Apvldrc-combe, the 
valley of apple-trees. 

On the highest point of this down are 
the remains of an obelisk of Cornish 
granite, erected in ITU, to the memory 
of Sir Robert Worsley, Bart., 
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emblem of the conspicuous character he 
maintained during a long and exemplary 
life." It was shattered by lightning in 
1831. From this point, 685 feet above 
the sea, the prospect ia eminently beauti- 
ful, and embraces almost the whole extent 
of the "Fair Island." On the eastern 
brink, bowered amidst trees, is an arti- 
ficial ruin, called "Cook's Castle." 

The house and estate, as well as the 
furniture and a large portion of the rich 
collection made by Sir Richard Worsley, 
were disposed of by auction in 1855, by 
order of the present Earl of Yarborongh. 
The best pictures, however, were removed 
to his lordship's mansion in London. 

A brief account of the Worsley family, 
so long the principal one in the Isle of 
Wight, may be of interest to the reader. 

1. Sir Jamti WortUy, a Brian of the 
Lancashire Worsleys, and a favourite 
page of Henry the Seventh's, was ap- 
pointed captain of the island in 1517. 
By his marriage with the heiress of Sir 
John Leigh he obtained considerable 

tatea in the island, to which his son suc- 
ededinl638. 

2. Richard Worgtg was also captain 
of the island, and lord of Appuldur- 
combe, where he entertained Henry VIII. 
in 153S. Died 1565. His two sons 

killed "in the lodge or gate-house 
at Appuldureombe" by an accidental 
explosion of gunpowder. 

8, John Wontty, brother of Richard, 
tarried into the Meax family, and fur- 
ther increased the wealth sod weight of 
the Worsleys. Died in 1681, 

*. Thomat Worilty succeeded: "a 
brave scholar, a plain but worthy gentle- 
st plentiful housekeeper." 
Died about 1601-5, leaving two sons, 
Richard and John. 
5. Sir Richard Worthy was knighted 
Whitehall, Feb. 8, 1611, by James I., 
and created a baronet, June the 29th, in 
the same year. He was probably well 
by the retentive Stuart, for 
when Prince Henry and the king were 
entertained at Oxford in 1601, and spies- 
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did gifts were offered by the students to 
the accomplished prince, the young 
Worsley presented him with "a book of 
verses, in foreign languages, beautifully 
written. "State Papers, Domestic Series. 
He lived in the island in great repot*, 
and is spoken of by his contemporary and 
friend in most eulogistic language: — 
"The man of learning, patron of virtue, 
friend of good fellows, and credit both of 
his house and island," — "whose good 
fame and virtue shall outlive all tombs," 
"both for natural and artificial gifts, he 
had not bis fellow in the county. "—Sir 
/■ Oglander. He married Prances, a 
fair daughter of Sic Henry Neville, whose 
beauty was much applauded, even in 
those days of beautiful women; was 
Sheriff of Hampshire in 1313, and died 
of small-poi in 1831-3. 

8. SirHenry JForsJeji married Bridget, 
a daughter of Sir Henry Wallop, after- 
wards Lord Lymington, and had two 
sons, Robert and James. The latter was 
knighted by Charles II. Sir Henry died 
in 1666. 

7. Sir Robert Worthy began the splen- 
did mansion of Appuldurcombe in 1710; 
married Mary, a granddaughter of the 
Earl of Pembroke; and had two children, 
Robert and Henry, neither of whom left 
surviving issue. 

8. Sir James Worthy, younger son of 
Sir Henry, succeeded to the estates. He 
had several children, of whom only one, 
Thomas, survived him. 

9. Sir TTiomai Wortley married the 
eldest daughter of the Earl of Cork, by 
whom he had two children, Richard and 
Henrietta Prances. Died in 1738. . 

10. Sir Richard Wortley completed 
the house at Appuldurcombe, begun by 
Sir Robert in 1710. Having travelled 
through Italy, Greece, Turkey, and Egypt, 
he had amassed a fine collection of speci- 
mens of ancient art, of which he pub- 
lished an illustrated description, entitled 
J/uinm Wortleanwn. He also wrote 
and compiled a "History of the Island," 
from deeds and MS3. partly collected 



oy his grandfather, Sir James. 'Was 
comptroller of the king's household, a 
privy councillor, sheriff of Hampshire, 
and governor of the Isle of Wight from 
1780 to 1783. Married, in 1776, Mini 
Seymour Fleming, daughter of aSir Johu 
Fleming, and had one son, Robert Edwin, 
who died before him. Sir Richard died 
in 1805, leaving bis. large estates to his 
sister, Henrietta Frances, who bad mar- 
ried the Hon. John Bridgman Simpson. 
Their daughter and heiress, Anne Maris 
Charlotte, married— 

11. CharUi Anderson PtUiaiR, created 
Earl of Yarborough in 1837. This 
liberal-minded nobleman kept up a 
splendid hospitality at Appuldurcombe, 
and interested himself sealously in all 
that appertained to the weal of the 
island. He founded the Royal Yacht 
Club, of which he was commodore for 
many years, and which he ardently sup- 
ported by his example and influence. 
Died somewhat suddenly on board his 
yacht Ktstril, off Vigo, 6th September 
1843, aged so. 

12. Charles Anderson, second Earl of 
yarborough, died 1833. 

The Priory of Appiddurcombt was 
bestowed by Isabel! j de Kortibus, to- 
wards the close of Henry III. 'sreign, on 
the abbey of St. Mary of Monteabonrg. 
According to Speed, one Nicholas Spen- 
cer and Margaret his wife were tha 
founders; but there is no mention made 
of them in any document until the reign 
of Henry IV., when one of the priory 
granted them a lease. The Norman 
Abbey maintained here a prior and two 
monks, who had supervision of all its 
demesnes at Sandford and Week. Dur- 
ing the wars with France, it was seised 
by the crown as an alien priory, and in 
the 2d of Henry V. was dissolved. Then 
it was granted— 20 Henry VI.— to the 
nuns in "the minories without Aid- 
gate," who leased it to the family of 
Fry. Agnes Fry, an heiress, married 
Sir John Leigh, of the Isle of Wight, 
and their daughter Joan conveyed the 
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Worsley, with her hand. 



Having described with some detail the 
parishes included in our south -eastern 
district, we proceed, for the convenience 
of the tourist, to note down briefly the 
objects of interest which crowd the Cn- 
dercliff, from its commencement at East 
End, to its termination at the headland 
of St. Catherine. 

The tourist had best male his way 
through the magnificent desolation of 
Eatt End by the foot-path which winds 
in and out of murmurous copses and 
lichen -covered masses of cliff. Reaching 
Bonchurch, he will descend the famous 
SAute — all steep hills by the islanders are 
called stiu tes— and pause half-way down 
to observe the new and elegant church of 
Bonchurch, standing on a sheltered spot 
of level ground. Lower down the cliff, 
towards the sea, is seated the ancient 
church, now disused, but a building of 
some interest, with two or three curious 
memorials of olden times. In its se- 
questered grave-yard sleep John Sterling, 
and the Rev. William Adams. 

Passing through the village by the 
picturesque Pool, the wayfarer next 
enters Penrnor, and will turn aside to 
the Esplanade, a pleasant walk by the 
sea, or to Ventnor Cove, a nook of nn- 
rividled beauty. The Mill, once so 
famous, was burnt down in 1843. Again 
returning to the high road, he reaches 
SUephiU Cattlt," the seat of D. A, Ham- 
brough, Esq., whose Gothic tower is the 
great landmark of the country round 
about Ventnor and St, Lawrence. Steep- 
hill is a splendid castellated mansion in 
modern Gothic; not in the most correct 
taste, perhaps, but still effective and 

* Erected on the site of a marine oottsge, 
and built by Bans Stanley while governor 
ol the Island. Her Imperial Majesty the 
Empress ol Austria and suite redded Ben 



139 

designed by San- 
derson, the architect who "restored" 
Henry VII. 's chapel in Westminster 
Abbey, and the entrance hall is con- 
sidered "a happy effort." The great 
charm of Steephill, however, lies in the 
variety and loveliness of its extensive 
grounds, which were laid oat by Page, 
of Southampton, and afford the most de- 
lightful diversities of landscape scenery. 
Here are fig-trees of gigantic size ; an 
orangery containing trees which once 
belonged to the Prince de Condi ; tender 
exotic plants blooming vigorously in the 
open air ; lawns, bowers, fountains, and 
lnxnriant foliage. " I have visited, " said 
Sir Joseph Paxton, " nearly every place 
of note from Stockholm to Constant! 
nople, but never hare I seen anything 
more beautiful than this." 

Leaving Steephill, we pass on onr left 
the /rational Cottage Hospital for Con- 
sumption, and soon afterwards we see the 
pretty Gothic cottage of Mrs. Dudley Pel- 
ham, widow of Captain Dudley Pelhain 
(second son ofthe late Ear) of Yarborough I ; 
and next, the Marine VUla of the Earls of 
Yar borough, erected by Sir Richard Wor- 
sley, who tried here, bat without success, 
the experiment of a vineyard. Ontheroad, 
to the right, in a recess under a Gothic 
arch, and overshadowed by some fine 
trees, bubbles and gnsbes most refresh- 
have referred as St. Laarence't Well. 
The quaint little edifice enclosing it was 
built by the late Earl of Yarborough. 

We now reach St. Laarenet'i Church, 
on the left, which it is a pity the late earl 
spoiled by lengthening, and whose roof 
the tourist may easily touch. It is close 
to the cliff, which all along this shore is 
broken np into little caves and hollows, 
once affording admirable shelter to the 
free-traders of the sea. The population 
of St. Lawrence was, not long ago, en- 
tirely absorbed In smuggling enterprises. 
" It is related that, one Sunday morning, 
a congregation could not be assembled at 
the church, in consequence of all the 
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villagers being employed in relieving a 
Dutch dogger, then lying off the shore, 
of her illegal cargo." — Dr. O. A. Martin, 
To the right of the road, in a seques- 
tered glen, lies Wooherton Farm, and 
adjacent are the venerable ruins, all ivy 

of Woolverttm. What remains is in the 
Early English style. (See p. 136.) 
Passing a bye-road to Whitwell, we 

foliaga, Old Park (lady Cheape), with 
its pretty gardens; and at a short distance 
from it, the villa of Miratlct, which 
realty deserves its name, even if that be 
derived, as we are told, from mvrabel, 
— a beautiful prospect. "The broken 
foreground on the right, covered witb 
its velvet herbage, 
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backed by the towering cliff's, renders it 
a scene replete with beauty ; whilst on 
the left, the bright foliage of its wooded 
glens, extending to the very strand, 
with a deep blue sea beyond them, form 
a prospect of surpassing loveliness." — 
Martin. 

On the right is the foot-track which 
leads to Cripple Path, "a way out by 
steps in the side of the cliff, and afford- 
ing seats about half-way down, composed 
of projecting ledges of the rock, which, 
though of Nature's forming, are almost 
artificial In their aspect." We now 
gain Orchard Cottage (Lady Willough- 
by Gordon), a semi-brick, semi-stone 
villa, irregular, but picturesque, with 
terraced gardens of great beauty ; and 
nearly opposite stands Beaachamp, ori- 
ginally named from the Beauchamps of 
Ancaater. Near this spot, in the sum- 
mer of 1831, was blown from the cliff 
a young girl, named " Kerenbappucb 
Newnham," but afterwards popularly 
called " Happie Niuhsm," who still lives 
in Ventnor. She fell upon the Terrace 
below without receiving any injury save 
the momentary alarm. 

The road now narrows considerably, 
and about a mile from the Orchard 



divides into two blanches, — Due to the 
left leads to Puck-otter Cottage (F. L. 
Fopham, Esq.), and then to Niton and 
the range of villas at St. Cathtrine'i 
Terrace. The main road to the right 
descends a slight hill, from whose sum- 
mit IFerf CUff (Captain Kerr) forms a 
picturesque object, and passes at the foot 
of the descent the beautiful grounds of 
Verlandt {tin. Velmet), with its Italian 
campanile on the right. 

The main road again Jjranches off to 
right and left. The right branch leads 
to Niton village, and then™ to Godshill ; 
the left conducts us to the Royal Sand- 
rock Hold, an elegant and commodious 
villa, placed in the loveliest of gardens, 
facing St. Catherine'/ Point, the exten- 
sive southern headland of the island. 
Taking the road to the Sandrock Spring, 
a rather powerful chalybeate, discovered 
by Mr. Waterworth, a Newport Burgeon, 
in 1808, bnt now disused, we pass Mount 
Clecva (J. Mortimer, Esq.), and find 
ourselves in the locale of the great 
landslip of 1799, which involved in 
its destructive effects upwards of 100 
acres. Then we pass Buddie Farm and 
Inn, the ancient farm of Knomltt, and 
proceed to SU Catherine'* Point, the 
site of a really elegant lighlhouic, whose 
white and graceful column forms mn 
attractive object in the landscape. 

This lighthouse was erected by the 
Trinity Corporation, on ground granted 
by Q. P. Holford, Esq., in 1838, and 
completed in 1840. On the 26th March 
in that year it was lighted for the first 
time. Its dimensions are: From the 
water-mark to level of terrace. 81 feet. 
From the terrace to the top of the stone- 
work, TO feet. Lantern and pedestal, 
1 foot 8 inches. Extension of glass 
frame, 10 feet. Roof, hall, vane, and 
lightning conductor, 11 feet 6 inches. 
Total height, 174 feet. The diameter of 
the interior is 11 feet ; and the staircase 
to the lantern-room numbers 100 steps. 
The lighting apparatus consists of one 
lamp 3j inches diameter, with four con.. 
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centrated wicks, reflected through a lens 
surmounted bj 250 mirrors. 

From thia point the tourist, keeping 
■long the beach, which is firm and sandy, 
with occasional masses of broken ens', 
as At Rocken End, where the dangerous 
reef extends far into the aea, and the 
■here of late years has rapidly receded, 
soon reaches Reeth Bay, with hills 
and cliffs at the back, and a wide 



expanse of sea before it; and turning 
an abrupt headland, 6nds himself in 
the sunn;, sequestered hollow, called 
Puckaiter Cove. Here Charles II. 
landed, July 1, 1675, after experiencing 
a terrible storm at sea. The tourist 
may now, by a pleasant path, regain 
the road on the summit of the cliff, and 
return viA St. Lawrence and Steephill 
to Tentnor. 



DISTRICT Ti.-JTORTH-WEST.— YARMOUTH. 



Yarmouth is seated, as its name im- 
plies, at the mouth of the western Ere, 
or Tar, on a low sandy shore opposite 
the Lymkgton coast, 1,01 miles from 
London, i from Lymington, 10J from 
Newport, and 124 from Cowes. There 
is a weekly market here, on Friday, snd 
on the 25th July an annual fair. Its 
trade has increased since the opening of 
communication with London vi& Lym- 
ington. The living is a rectory (Rev. J. 
Blackburn, It A.), in tbe gift of the Lord 
Chancellor. The parish includes 143 
acres, contains 174 inhabited houses and 
8 uninhabited, and in 1871 boasted of a 
population of 80S, showing a consider- 
able increase upon tbe returns in 1651 
(572), which had exhibited a decrease on 
the returns in 1831 (586). 

In its ancient charters (the first was 
granted by Baldwin de aedvera, 1136) 
it is styled Eremulh, and its present 
name does not occur until the charter 
conferred by James I., wherein it is al- 
luded to as "Bremoe alitit Yarmouth." 
The provisions of this charter were not 
disturbed by the Municipal Reform Act, 
and the town still annually elects its 
mayor and eleven chief burgesses. Up to 
the great reform of 1832, it was a dose 
borough returning two representatives 
to parliament, this privilege being virtu- 
ally Tested in the hands of the two prin- 
cipal landowners, who each elected his 
member. 

The to. 



quented by coasting Teasels. King John 
landed here in April 1206, and again in 
February 1214. The town was burnt by 
the French in 1277, and agaiu in 1624, 
and has never recovered these serious 
disasters, especially since Cowes baa 
risen into so important a position. After 
its losses in 1524, Henry VIII. erected at 
the eastern extremity of the harbour one 
of his favourite round forts, and called 
it Yarmouth Cattle. A little to the west 
Sir James VTorsley raised a fort, and 
named it WorAey'i Tinner; and a third in 
the reign of Elizabeth was erected still 
nearer to Yarmouth, at Sconce Point, by 
Sir George Carey. 

When Sir Robert Holmes became go- 
vernor of the island, he fixed his resi- 
dence at Yarmouth, and built a large 
and stately mansion, no* the QeurgeJnn, 
where, in 1661 and 1075, be splendidly 
entertained Charles II. He embanked 
the marshes, which previously the sea 
had overflowed so as nearly to surround 
the town (l.D. 1664), and enlarged and 
improved its fortification. At the east, 
em entrance the approach was secured 
by a drawbridge. Near Thorley Wood 
a redoubt for small arms was thrown up, 
three pieces of cannon placed on the com- 
mon facing the sea, long after ward a called 
the Bulnarkij and some guns were also 
stationed at the landing-place near the 

Tbe present defences are the Cattle, 
with a platform of four guns, thoroughly 
repaired and strengthened in 1855 ; and 
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on the west bank of the rive; 
fort*, the Victoria and Albert, _ 
by the Isle of Wight Artillery, consist- 
ing of two captains, two lieufci na.nts, two 
ensigns, one adjutant, one sergeant- 
major, five sergeants, five corporals, two 
drummers, and eighty-one privates. 
The castle has of lute years been put in 
thorough repair, has a small garrison, 
and mounts eight heavy guns. Between 
Yarmouth and Alum Bay are two large 
forts;- -the Albert, 44 guoa; and the Vic- 
toria, 52 guns. On the opposite coast is 
Burst Cattle, recently strengthened and 
enlarged, eo that the passage of the 
Needles is now a rather formidable one 
for a hostile fleet. 

The ancient church occupied the 
of the castle. It was destroyed by the 
French in 1524, and it is said that three 
of its bells were long reserved at Cher- 
bourg, bearing the inscription— EnSHQi, 
I. of W. 

Then a church was erected at the east- 
pulled down at the request of the mayor, 
burgesses, and minister, by a (acuity 
granted by the Bishop of Winchester, 
January 11, 1636, because it hsd fallen 
to decay, and was unfitted for public wor- 
ship (" minosam, nullo que nsui divino 
necommodatam"). The faculty is issued 
to James II ray, mayor ; John Barley, 
soldier ; and Richard Faulkner, vicar. 
The present building was then erected 
in the High Street, opposite the Town 
Hall. 

The lot™ Halt, by the wsy, is the 
Only public building in Yarmouth— u 
plain, neat brick house, with this in- 
scription over the entrance, " i.e., 1764. 
In the fourth year of the reign of 
his present Majesty, King George III., 
this hall was rebuilt by Thomas, 
Lord Holmes, governor of the Isle of 
Wight. Benjamin Lee, Esq., mayor." 
The National Schooli occupy an ele- 
gant Elizabethan building, erected in 
1S56. 

There has long existed li 
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There is daily communication with 
Lymington by steam-boat; and, during; 
the summer, also with Coves, Eyde, and 
Portsmouth. A branch of the Loudon 
and Son tli -Western connects Lyming- 
ton with London. The boatmen of Yar- 
mouth are skilful, and their charges mo- 
derate. Lodgings at Yarmouth, if not 
numerous, are reasonable. The George 
Inn is a commodious building, and at 
the Bugle the accommodation is also ex- 
cellent. The hitter boasts of a good col- 
lection of the birds of the island, made 
by the landlord, Mr, Butler, well known 
as a skilful taxidermist. 

From Yarmouth, the western district 
of the island may be visited with the 
greatest facility. The main rouiuare — 
1. Through Shalfleet to Calboume, and 
thence through Brook to freshwater 
Gate; and 2. Through Freshwater vil- 
lage to Alum Bay, the Needles, and the 
adjacent const. We proceed to indicate 
a few of the more attractive mb-routei. 



a. From Yarmouth, eastward, nil 
Thorley, 1 mile (notice its curious 
barn-like church), through Welmingharn 
1 mile, leaving Afton House to the right, 
and crossing the Yar at Blackbridge, 
da Easton, to Freshwater Qate, 2 
miles (notice arched rock, caves, new 
fort, and other objects specified here- 
after in our "coast route"). Ascend 
the High Down, passing the beacon, and 
examine the Needles Fort, mounting six 
thirty-ton guns, 3 miles; return and take 
the footpath to Boyal Needles Hotel, and 
ud by the chine into Alain Bay. St 
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mile (notice the Warren and its pop ulation 
of rabbits. Tli ere is a fine view of the 
Hampshire coast, Yarmouth, and the 
vest of Die island, from the topmost 
ridge of the Warren, near the coastguard 
station). Back to Yarmouth, about 14 
miles, through HiddletoD Green {notice 
Farm/ford Iluvie, Tennyson's resid- 
ence). Freshwater village, keeping the 
northern road, past Freshwater House 
to the hamlet of Norton (notice Norton 
Lodge, Dowager Lad; Hamond's seat). 
Gross the river by the New Bridge, and 
by its pleasantly shaded banks through 
Freshwater, 2i miles, to Freshwater 
Gate, one mile. Ascend A/ton Down 
(notice obelisk on the brink of the 
cliff to the memory of a little girl who 
fell over and was killed), and keep along 
the hills— a beautiful route— to Shal- 
comb and Chessel, 1 miles (notice the 
numerous tumuli, or burrows, on these 
heights). The road from Chessel paaaea 
some small farms to Ningwood, 2 miles, 
and by road to the right reaches Shalfleet, 
1 mile (notice Norman tower of Shal- 
fleet church. Newtown lies to the north- 
east about lj mile). Return by the 
main road, via Ningwood Green, Ning- 
waod Common, and Bonldner, into Yar- 
mouth, 4 miles. B. From Yarmouth, 
ma Thorley, to Wellow (supposed to be 
the Wealtham mentioned in the Saion 
Chronicle as destroyed by the Danes, 
*.». 1001), and through Stonewell to 
Calbourne, 6j miles (notice church, and 
WeetoTer, the seat of the Earl of t 
teabnry. Then, via ISwainstone, the 
of Sir Ssrrington Simeon, Bart., passing 
the slopes of Apes Down to Park Cross, 
and ma Carisbrooke to Newport, 6 miles. 
Return via Parkhurst Forest to Vittle 
Field, and through Watchingwell intr 
Shalflet, 6 miles; via Ningwood anc 
Bouldner to Yarmouth, 1 miles, d. Ti 
Freshwater, 2j miles, via Freshwater 
Gate, 1 mile, along the shore to Brook, 
3 miles. By the road, and through 
Brook Green to Mottistone, lj mile (no- 
tice church and Longstone), and onward 



143 

Brighttone. The tourist may then 
ipt any suitable Sub-route laid down 
in District ill. From Brighstone he 
should, however, return across the 
to Afton, regaining Yarmouth 
via Welmingham and Thorley. [It is 
■oposed to connect Freshwater with 
Newport by a railway, running through 
Shalfleet and Calbourne.] 



I. Thoblet (perhaps Tor, the beacon, 
and ley, a pasture) is a village, pleasantly 
surrounded with trees, about one mile 

uth-eaat of Yarmouth. There is 
thing here to notice but a curious 
church, without spire or tower, a con. 
siderable farm, and a pretty vicarage. 
The manor is noticeable as having suc- 
cessively passed through the hands of the 
Montacutes, Edward, Duke of York, and 
" George of Clarence." 

Thorley parish contains 1574 acres, 
chiefly arable land and pasture. There 
but 25 inhabited houses within its 
limits, and its population in 1871 only 
bered 154, with 27 inhabited houses, 
against a population in 1SD1 cf 128, and 
1811 of 13S. The living is a vicarage, 
in the gift of C. B. Colvile, Esq., valued 
at £100 per annum. The pariah has 
Yarmouth on the north, Shalfleet east, 
the Yar on the west, and Brook to the 

II. Shalfleet is about 4 miles east of 
Yarmouth, and contains the manors of 
Shalfleet, Ningwood, and Wellow. Ches- 
sel, Huiverston, East and West II amp- 
stead, and Watchingwell also lie within 
its boundaries. Shalfieet was probably 
derived from ahaw, a woody glen, and 
fieet, a running stream. The village lies 
in a well-wooded and well-watered hol- 
low. The church is ancient, with traces 
of early Norman architecture. Tradition 
ascribes its origin to W illiain Fiti-Osbert. 
Watchingvidl, or Waichingwood, claims 
to have possessed the first royal park 
formed in England, About 60 acres were 
enclosed by William the Conqueror. It 
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Within the minor is a firm, named War- 
lands, corrupted from Walleran, the 
Dame of its original Norman proprietor 
— Walleran Trencbnrd. Ntngwood is a 
leafy little hamlet, with a good manor - 
house, the residence of the Vicar of Shal- 
ueet. 

The parish of Shalfleet is bounded 
east by that of Cnrisbrooke ; weat bj 
Yarmouth; south bj Calboume; and 
north hj the Solent. lis acreage is 
6623; and its population in 1S71 num- 
bered 11B5 (with 255 inhabited honsos), 
against 1196 in 1861, with 250 houses. 
The living is a vicarage (Rev. G. A. 
Shaw, M.A.), value £210 per annum, in 
the patronage of the Lord Chancellor. 

III. Calbuukss was anciently a Hun- 
dred in itself, and was sometimes called 
Sweynttton, or Swainttone. It was one of 
the demesnes of the Bishop and Convent 
of Winchester, and included Brighstone 
within its limits. " Calboume " signifies 
the raid or cold bourne, or stream 
" Swainstone " has been fancifully de- 
rived from manrt, or foreigners, 
supposing it to be a settlement of the 
BaneB, after destroying Newtown in 
1001. It is obviously, however, from 
twain, a shepherd. The manor was sur- 
rendered to the Crown by John de Pon- 
tissera, Bishop of Winchester, in the 12th 
of Edward I.; passed through the hands 
of the Montacutes, Earls of Salisbury, 
the Earl of Warwick, the Duke of Clar- 
ence, the Conntess of Salisbury beheaded 
by Henry VIII. , and her grand-daughter, 
who bestowed it, with her hand, upon 
Sir Thomas Barring tun. It afterwards 
came by marriage into the Simeon 

The church is an interesting building, 
in the early English style of architecture, 
with a recently-erected porch, and north 
transept, used as a mausoleum for the 
Simeon family. 

Catboume parith contains (including 
the hamlet and chapelry of Newtown) 
SB87 acres, MS ' 



t 644. 



a n 



inhabited houses, and 340 inhabitants. 
The living is a rectory (Bey. A. M. 
Hoare; curate, Rev. G. Hodges), valued 
£464 per annum, in the patronage o) 
the Bishop of Winchester. 

Of Newtown wa may Bay that it il 
small curious-looking and scattered 
illage, about five miles weat of New- 
ort, and the same distance east of Tar 
mouth, seated on the bank of a wide es- 
tuary, or haven, of depth sufficient to 
accommodate vessels of 500 tons. This 
harbour is in fact an inlet of the Solent, 
swelled by two or three small streams 
which rise in the Downs of Afton, Shal- 
combe, and Chessel, and water the inter 
mediate plains. Newtown anciently bore 
the name of FramAevUlt (or the free 
town), and had a charter granted to it 
by Aymer, Bishop of Winchester. It 
was then and afterwards a considerable 
corporate town, — with its mayor, and 
_ isses, and common seal,— and con- 
sisted of two long streets (High Street 
and Sold Street) running from east to 
west, and connected by numerous shorter 
streets, running from north to south. 
Until the Reform Bill it returned two 
representatives to parliament, the most 
distinguished of whom have been John 
Churchill, Duke of Marlborough (1678), 
and George Canning (1793). It held a 
weekly market, under a charter granted 
by Edward II., and an annual fair on 
the feast of St. Mary Magdalene. 

It was destroyed, it is supposed, by 
the Danes in 1001, and by the French in 
1377. The name of Newtown usurped 
the place of FrcmchevilU after the latter 

The Town Ball is still in existence, 
and stands upon an eminence overlooking 
the Harbour. It contains some curious 
Elizabethan chairs. The upper room is 
now occupied by a day-school. 

The Cfcapefwas rebuilt some years ago 
from the design of Mr. Livesay. There 
are several salterns in its neighbourhood, 
which are not very productive. 
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Near Calbourne are Smainelone (Sir E 
Simeon), and Watovtr (Earl of Hey- 
teabury) which we shall describe here- 

IT. Fhhshwater pariah includes the 
tythings of Eaaton, Middleton, Norton, 
and Weston. It is in effect a peninsula, 
joined to the body of the island by a 
narrow neck of land at Preshwater Gate, 
where the Tat rises, and, flowing north- 
ward into the Solent, forms throughout 
its whole course the eastern boundary of 
the parish. The source of this pleasant 
stream ia " within a few yards of tie 
sea, which in stormy weather has been 
seen to break over the narrow ridge of 
separation, and mingle it* salt wares 
with the fresh waters of the river-head." 
— Thome. The river is tidal as high 
aa Freshwater Mills, 2 miles from its 
month. 

Within this narrow compass— E242 
acres — is contained a wonderful variety 
of natural beauties ; lofty ramparts of 
chalk, white, bare, and precipitous; green 

dows, fenced in with hawthorn hedges, 
and dotted with clumps of venerable 
elms ; meandering rills, wandering 
through depths of shadow ; quiet farm- 
steads, bidden away in the recesses of 
silent hills; yawning caverns in the cliffs, 
where the wild sea ever beats with a 
restless anger; garden-bowers, odorous 
with blossoms 1 The river and the ocean 
fence in this magical land— 



Freshwater village, which, probably, 
will soon be invaded by the "iron 
road," lies a mile inland, on the pleasant 
stream of the Yar. It has an ancient 
church, of noticeable architecture, with 
two or three good monuments. Fret/i- 
tcater Gate, so named from its position 
at the only gait or gap in the chalk 
downs between Brighton and the Needles, 
consisted, only a few years ago, of a 
cluster of small cottages; but is now a 
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thriving and picturesque watering-place, 
with two erst-class hotels (the Albion and 
Plambly't), and several well-built, con- 
venient, and handsome villa residences. 
The parish church ia one mile distant, 
and at Totnesa a chapel-of-eaae has re- 
cently been erected. During the sum- 
mer, communication with Newport and 
Tentnor is maintained by daily coaches. 

On a headland to the west has been 
constructed a strong eight-gnn battery, 
usually garrisoned by 60 or 70 men, 
with a commandant and three officers. 
From Freshwater Redoubt to Yarmouth 
Castle the coast is defended by a line ol 
military posts : Gonlden-bill Fort, the 
Needles Battery, Atherton Point, War- 
den Ledge, Cliff End, and Victoria Forts. 

There stood in this neighbourhood, 
about 30 years ago, the favourite resort 
of bold Smugglers and hardy fishermen, 
a small inn named Tht Cabin, which, in 
1768, was frequented by no less a celebrity 
than George Horland, the artist. He 
much enjoyed its rough, rude company, 
and introduced them into many of his 
best sketches. His picture of The Tap- 
room, is a faithful representation of the 
interior of this hostelry. From its ro- 
mantic neighbourhood he derived the 
subjects of his "View near the Isle of 
Wight," "View of the Needles," " Fisher, 
men," "The Smugglers," "View over 
the Common," " The Castle," " Sea-view 
from the Isle of Wight," "A Storm- 
piece," and "Freshwater Cave at moon- 
light, with agroup of Smugglers." [On 
one occasion while sketching at Yar- 
mouth with two friends, they were ar- 
rested aa spies, and a report of their 
capture forwarded to General Deo, then 
commandant of the military forces of the 
island. By his direction they were re- 
moved, well-guarded, to Newport, where, 
after undergoing an examination before 
the magistrates, they were duly released. 
— HatirlVi Life ; CuUin$'t Memain of a 
Picture. Morland often recounted his 
island adventures with the most boister- 
ous glee.] 
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The beautiful and wondrous objects in 
this locality can only be visited by water. 
We defer their description, therefore, for 
»or " Coast Route." 

The Sum hi this part of the island 
are Tory numerous, and their localities 
agreeable. Afton Manor, Fdrinafard 
Hill, Marine, Norton Cottage, Middle- 
ton, Brooklamdt, and Welt Bill, are the 
most important. 

At Alum Bay are two good hotels 
(the Needle* end the Royal), and in 
carious localities are comfortable and 
agreeably situated lodging-houses. 

The parish includes 52*2 acres. Its 
population in 1871 was £638 (with 4*8 
inhabited houses); in 1861 it was only 
1678. The living is a rectory (Bav. J. 
P. Isaacson), valued at £710 per annum, 
and in the, patronage of St. John's Col- 
lege, Cambridge. 

At Freshwater was bom the famous 
philosophical eiperimentaliat, Eobert 
Hooke, whose father occupied this rich 
benefice for several years. 



boat and a couple of steady 
PniBQWaTiB GiTB, taking 
mence bis voyage round the peninsula at 
a suitable hour for the tide. 

1. He notices, at the outset, on the eastern 
side of the email bay formed here by the 
curvature of the cliffs, ne A robed Seek, 
a huge mass, originally part of the cliff, 
but now insulated from it at a distance 
of some 600 feet The constant seas have 
not only effected this separation, but 
have beaten a way through it in the 
shape of a quaint Gothic-like arch. 
Another rude mass towers above the 
water close at hand ; it is called The Deer 
Pond. And in the face of the cliffs, be- 
low Afton Down, are several caverns of 
unequal depth, produced by the 
unceasing agency. 

2. Freshwater Cave will no long 
tract the tourist's attention. In the lower 



beds of chalk the sea had worn sway a 
considerable excavation, whose roof was 
supported by perpendicular masses of the 
harder rock hewn into irregular col- 
umns, lis depth was 120 feet, its height 
about 30. Bnt the constant action ol 
the water undermined its rocky bulwarks; 
the larger part of the roof fell in some 
fifteen years since ; and what remained 
was built up to support the fort erected 
on the cliff above. There are many 
smaller caves in the vicinity. 

3. The tourist will now observe the 
glittering wall of the Freshwater Cliffs, 
three miles in length, "a succession of mu- 
ral precipices of chalk from 400 to upwards 
of 600 feet in height. The fate of these 
cliffs when seen from the sea at a short 
distance has a remarkable appearance, 
ows of flints which score the 
surface of the white rock with fine dark 
parallel lines, running in an oblique di- 
rection from the top to the bottom of tbe 
section."— MantdL A sodden cum- 
ture in this immense and surprising sea- 
wall bears the name of Watambe Baa- 
It contains four caverns. At its further 
extremity rises a singularly shaped rod, 
hollowed into two or three rode arena. 
i. The western portion of these ckfi 
is tho loftiest, and is known as the Mam 
Bench, 817 feet in height. Their base is 
all along worn into fantastic caverns, bM 
ledges, and arches, and pillars — all with 
fantastic names, and occurring in tbe 
following order: — Neptune's Cavei, ft< 
larger 200 feet deep, tbe smaller 00 ; Air 
Cave, 90 feet deep ; Frenchman 1 ! Belt, 
of the same depth, where a fugitive 
French prisoner concealed himself, and 
was starved to death ; Lord lldma 
Parlour, where it is said that nobleman, 
when governor of the island, entertains! 
his friends ; Lord Holmes' Cellar, where, 
perhaps, he cooled and preserved hia 
wines; Rot Ball, 600 feet in height; 
The Wedge Rock, a singular nan f 
chalk fixed between a detached pyranfa 
and the cliff; and another curiousUM* 
called ad Pepper Rock. These cliffs ire 
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the habitat, during the summer months, 
of a world of birds. Fire a pistol, or 
Bound a bogle, and they rise suddenly 
from a thousand ledges and hollows, and 
make the air dark with wings. " Their 
eggs and feathers are the plunder of the 
country people, who resort to a well' 
known but daring feat of enterprise in 
order to obtain them. First driving a 
strong stake, or iron bar, into the top of 
the cliff near its edge, the adventurer 
secures one end of a rope to it, and the 
other to a piece of wood placed cross- 
wise so as to resemble a rude seat. By 
means of this simple apparatus he de- 
scends the front of the precipice." — Bar- 
ter. The birds found here are— choughs, 
pnllins, willoeks, rasor-bills, cormorants, 
gulls, guillemots, daws, and eider-ducks. 

6. Rounding Sun Corner, the Toyager 
Ends himself in ScratcheU'i Bay, a deep 
hollow curve of extreme magnificence, 
terminated northward by the high masses 
of glittering rock so widely celebrated as 
The Needle: " In the face of the cliff, 
from the destruction of the lower beds of 
the bent strata, a magnificent arch 800 
feet high has been produced, and forms 
an alcove that overhangs the beach 160 
feet."— Mantett. If there is not a 
hear; ground-swell, the tourist should 
land on the adjacent strip of shingle ; if 
he does, he should go forward to th 
tremity of the great arch, looking out 
from which he will be astonished at the 
sublime aspect of the bay ; the surround- 
ing rocks and the vast overhanging arch 
assume almost a terrible majesty, espe- 
cially if a storm; sk; is gathering its 
forces over the distant horizon. There 
1b also, near the Needles, the NeedU* 
Cave, penetrating 300 feet into the cliff. 

6. Upon Needles Point, the western- 
most extremity of the island, at an ele- 
vation of 471 ieet, lormerly stood s 
LighthauK; but from its great height, 
it was found to be useless in foggj 
hazy weather, when it was of c 
most needed. It had ten argand lamps, 
and the same number of plated reflector 



00 TH. 147 

and in clear nights its radiance was vis- 
ible at a distance of eleven miles. But 
generally it was wrapped about in mists, 
through which, as the present writer can 
testify, not a raj could be discerned. The 
Trinity House, therefore, in 1S58, caused 
a new one to be erected on the outer part 
of the westernmost of the Needles, which 
was previously cut down close to the 
water's edge. The present "Pharos" 
measures about one hundred feet high 
from the base to the top of the ball, 
and has only one light with three con- 
centrated wicks, but whose brilliancy is 
so great that it can be seen ten miles at 
sea. The shades are alternately white 
and red. A fog bell during unseason- 
able weather rings by mechanical agency ; 
its sounds may be heard at a distance 
of five miles. The base of the build- 
ing is thirty-eight feet in diameter. 
Viewed from the sea, its position is very 

7. The Needle Rock* (ingeniously de- 
rived by one authority from the German 
nicder jds, or under dag) are five in 
number, but only three are conspicuously 
visible. Originally, they formed a por- 
tion of the western point of the island, 
and their present isolated condition is 
owing to the decomposition and wearing 
away of the rock in the direction of the 
joints or fissures with which the strata 
are traversed. "Their angular or wedge- 
shaped form has resulted from the highly 
inclined northward dip of the beds of 
which they are composed." There was 
formerly another rock — Loft Wife, the 
sailors called it— which stood Out alone, 
rising from the waves, like a spire, to 
the height of 120 feet. It is said to 
have given its name to the group ; it fell 
in 1764. 

"Nothing can be more interesting," 
says a good authority, "particularly to 
those who take pleasure in aquatic ex- 
cursions, than to sail between and round 
the Needles. The wonderfully coloured 
cliffs of Alum Bay ; the loft; and tower- 
ing chalk precipices of ScratoheU's Bay, 
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of the most hauling whiteness and the 
mast elegant forms ; the magnitude and 
eingularity of the spiry, insulated masses 
which seein at every instant to be shift- 
ing their situations, and give a mazy 
perplexity to the place ; the screaming 
noise of the aquatic birds, the agitation 
of the sea, and the rapidity of the tide, 
occasioning not nnfreqnently a slight 
degree of danger ;— all these circum- 
stances combine to raise in the mind 
unusual emotions, and to give to the 
scene a character highly singular, and 
even romantic. "Sir R. EngbfiM, 

The dangers of the Needles' passage 
have long been felt by mariners; bnt 
that it is the grandest and most fitting 
approach to England foreigners unani- 
mously acknowledge. Mr. Rush, the 
American ambassador, writes of it en- 
thusiastically ; — " In due time we ap- 
proached the Needles. The spectacle 
was grand. Our officers gazed in ad- 
miration. The very men who swarmed 
upon the dsck made a pause to look 
upon the giddy height. The most exact 
steerage seemed necessary to save the 
ship from the sharp rocks that compress 
the waters into the narrow straits below. 
But she passed easily through. There 
is something imposing in entering Eng- 
land by this access. I afterwards 
entered at Dover in a packet from Calais, 
my eye fixed upon the sentinels as they 
slowly paced the heights, fiat these 
cliffs, bold as they are, and immortalised 
by Bhakspeare, did not equal the passage 
through the Needles." — Journai of a 
Rtridenct, die 

There is an association connected with 
Sorat obeli's Bay which somewhat sa- 
vours of the ludicrous. One John Bald- 
win, of Lymiugton, having heard his 
wife threaten " to dance over his grave, " 
gave directions in his will that be should 
be buried out at sea, and accordingly his 
body was submerged in Scratchell's fiay, 
sans etrimtnue. 

8. The voyager, having passed the 
Needles, finds himself suddenly thrown, 



as it were, into a world of enchantment, 
especially if the rays of the Betting sun 
are just falling upon his path, and the 
Cliffs are resplendent with their pur- 
purtKm (amen. This is Alum Bay; 
one side of it a wall of glowing chalk, 
the other a barrier of rainbows t The 
contrast is very wonderful ; the stillness 
of the chalky cliffs with these masses of 
many-coloured earth piled up in pictur- 
esque confusion. " The scenery of this 
bay is, indeed, very superior in magnifi- 
cence to that of any other part of the 
island. The chalk forms an unbroken 
face everywhere nearly perpendicular, 
and in some parts formidably projecting, 
and the tenderest stains of ochreous 
yellow and greenish moist vegetation 
vary without breaking its sublime uni- 
formity. This vast wall extends nearly 
a quarter of a mile, and is more than 
400 feet In height ; it terminates by s 
thin projection of a bold, broken outline, 
and the wedge-shaped Needle rocks, 
rising out of the blue waters, continue 
the cliff in idea beyond its present 
boundary, and give an awful impression 
of the stormy ages which have gradually 
devoured its enormous mass. The 
pearly hue of the chalk under certain 
conditions of the atmosphere and lightifl 
beyond description by words, and pro- 
bably ont of the power even of the pen- 
cil to portray. The magical repose of 
this side of the bay is wonderfully con- 
trasted by the torn forms and vivid 
colouring of the clay cliffs on the opposite 
side. These do not, as at Whitscliff, 
present rounded headlands clothed with 
turf and shrubs, but offer a series of 
points of a scalloped form, and which are 
often sharp and pinnacled. Deep, rugged 
chasms divide the strata in many placet, 
and not a trace of vegetation appears in 
any part. All is wild ruin ! Thetinla 
of the cliffs are so bright and so varied, 
that they have not the aspect of anything 
natural. Deep purplish red, dusky 
bios, bright ochreous yellow, grey nearly 
approaching to white, and sbsolult 
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black, roomed each other as sharply 
defined as the stripes in silk ; and after 
rains, the bud, which, from about noon 
till his setting, in summer illuminates 
them more and more, gives a brilliancy 
to some of these nearly as resplendent 
as the bright lights on real silk. Small 
vessels often lie in this bay for the pur- 
pose of loading chalk and sand ;* and 
they serve admirably to show the majes- 
tic size of the cliffs under whose shade 
they lie diminished almost to nothing." 
—Sir H. Englefidd. 

9. The northern extremity of the bay 
is Headon HOI, 400 feet in height. The 
geologist will observe that its geological 
character is precisely similar to that of 
Whiteeliff Bay, at the eastern end of the 
island. The ahalk joins the London 
clay and freshwater deposits at both 
places, though the dislocated strata of 
Headou Hill give the landscape so diffe- 
rent an aspect. At both places the 
lacustrine and fluviatile deposits are the 
uppermost series ; the London clay, 
Occupying a vertical position, forms the 
middle ; and is followed by the Bognor 
strata, and the mottled clays ; and these 
abqt against a bed of sandy loam, with 
pebbles and slightly rolled flints, that is 
in immediate contact with the chalk. 
The thickness of the eoeeoe strata, from 
the chalk to tbe uppermost bed in 
Headon Hill, is stated by Mr. Prestwick 
to be 1660 feet, which is 300 feet leas 
than tbe series at Whiteeliff. 

"The variegated and deeply tinted 
sands, marls, and clays, which impart 
so remarkable and brilliant an aspect to 
the cliff, are the next in order, and form 
a total thickness of between 700 and 800 
feet. The alternations and variety of 
the vertical seams or layers are almost 
innumerable." These strata belong to 
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the London clay s< 

by a layer of pure white 

exported for tbe glass manufactories of 

London and Bristol, at the rate of S00O 

tons yearly. 

From the summit of Headon Hill a 
fine view maybe obtained of the various 
windings of this wonderful coast, of tbe 
inland island scenery, of the green trees 
and misty hills of Hampshire. Yar- 
mouth and the groves of Freshwater lie 
beneath, and the chalk downs rise up 
against the distant horizon. 

10. The tourist now reaches Tolland, 
or Tattard'i Bay, where tbe cliffs entirely 
change their character, and exhibit 
alternations of marine and freshwater 
strata. They gradually decrease in 
height as the boat passes ColwtU Bay, 
where, in Bramble Chine, " a thick bed 
of oyster shells is exposed, apparently 
in its original state, the valves being in 
contact with each other as when hiving." 
Many beautiful fossil shells may be col- 
lected in this locality. 

11. The extremity of Colwell Bay is 
called Cliff End, where the Victoria Fort 
has recently been erected. This is the 
nearest point of contact with the main- 
land—the passage to Hurst Point not ex- 
ceeding three quarters of a mile. Next 
comes Sconce Point, crowned by th e h eavy 
mass of the Albert Fort, and then the 
voyager finds himself abreast of Tar- 
mouth. Viewed from the sea, the island 
here assumes a very interesting ap- 
pearance. The gradual rise of the 
northern side above the sea, the coloured 
strata of Alum Bay, those singular 
masses of rock — the Needles, with the 
majestic chalk cliffs behind them of the 
most dazzling whiteness, and the preci- 
pitous face of the southern side of the 
downs above Freshwater, compose alto- 
gether a picture of the most romantic 
character. 

M, paper-weights, ftt, Ailed ..„..-. 

1> Id virions designs, are Hid alt over the Saainttont, about 1 J mile east from 
Oil bourne, is the seat of the Simeon 
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family. It us large Mid hat dsome inan- 
ition of stone, in (bs Italian style, occupy- 
ing the lite of an ancient palace of the 
Bishops of Winchester— once visited by 
Edward II.— of the chapel of which gome 
Earl; Decorated remains are still extant. 
The grounds are very beautiful— agree- 
ably alternated with hill and dale, and 
rejoicing in the most luxuriant foliage. 
The views, in every direction, are full of 
intereat. The late Sir John Simeon was 
the eldest son of Sir B. Godin Simeon, 
by the eldest daughter and heiress of the 
late Sir Fitiwillism Harrington, who 
brought the Calbonme estate into the 
Simeon family. Sir John wan born at 
St. John's, near Byde, in 1816; educated 
at Christchurch, Oxou, and graduated 
M. A. in 1840 ; married, in the same 
year, the only daughter of Sir F. F. 
Baiter, of Loienter, in Devonshire; re- 
presented the island in parliament 
from 1S47 to 18S1 in the Liberal inte- 
reat, resigning on becoming a convert 
to the Roman Catholic religion; and 
succeeded to the baronetcy in 1864. He, 
in his turn, waa succeeded by bis eldest 
son. Sir Barrington Simeon. 

Wettover lies south of Calbourne, in 
an agreeable situation. The house is 
commodious, though not of spacious di- 
mensions ; its south front 
with a Doric colonnade in 
verandahs above, and npon each side of 
it. To the east and north well-sheltered 
by thick masses of ancient trees. The 
manor, formerly a possession of the Dil- 
lingtons, was sold by one of the Crry 
family to Lord Holmes, and so descended 
to Sir Leonard Worsley Holmes, whose 
daughter and heiress married, in 1833, 
the Hon. William Ashe A 'Court, eldest 
■on of the Earl of Heytesbury, and the 
present proprietor of Westover. This 
gentleman thereupon assumed the name 
and arms of Holmes. He was bom in 
London in 1809 ; educated at St. John's 
College, Cambridge, where he graduated 
as M.A. in 1831; married in 1833; repre- 
sented the Isle of Wight from 1837 to 



1847 on Conservative principles; and suc- 
ceeded to the Earldom of Heytestnuy on 
bis father's death, 186°. 

A/ton Manor, the seat of B. Cotton, 
Esq., is a large mansion in a noble and 
well-wooded park, on the east bank of 
the Tar, about 2 miles from Yarmouth. 
Mr. Cotton was for some years the master 
of the Isle of Wight hounds. 

A'oriim Lodge (the seat of Dowager I*dy 
Hamond), on the northern shore of the 
island, and the extreme western bank of 
the Yar, is a picturesque villa in very plea- 
sant and agreeably diversified grounds. 
It commands a fine view of Yarmouth 
and the course of the river, — of the 
Hampshire coast, and the singular pro- 
montory terminated by Hurst Castle. 
The late Admiral Sir Graham Hamond, 
Bart., Q.C.B., was bom in 1770; served 
as midshipman on board the Queen Char- 
lotte in Lord Howe's action— " the glori- 
ous First of June; " distinguished himself 
at the blockade of Malta, and siege of 
Valetta; in the sanguinary action ofi 
Copenhagen, 1801 ; and at Flushing, In 
1809. Promoted to Admiral of the 
White, 1848. Admiral Sir Andrew 
Soape Hamond succeeded to the estate 
and baronetcy on his father's death. 

Faringford, 1 mile west of Freshwater 
date, a fins villa almost hidden amidst 
leafy trees, is the residence of Alfred 
Tennyson, Esq. inhia "Maud, and other 
Poems," the poet-laureate pleasantly al- 
ludes to his island home when addressing 
his friend, the Rev. F. D. Maurice:— 



It is to be regretted that the intrusive 
curiosity of ill-bred visitors will probably 
drive the poet from hia island retreat. 
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Eaeton, 1 mile sonth of Freshwater; 
Compton, neetling in a hollow of the 
downs, near Brook, and 3 miles south- 
east from Freshwater; the Needles Light- 
house, and examine Alum Bay, De War- 
ren, Col well Bay, and other places by a 
route along the cliff; Hiddleton, a small 
hamlet, near Freshwater; Cliff End, and 
Sconoe Point; Hempstead, and its ferm- 
hoDM, designed by Nash the architect, 
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2 miles north-west of Shalfleet, and 3j 
west of Yarmouth; Blmaworth, and iU 
salterns, half a mile north of Newtown. 
[Hera we complete onr Dticriptitm of 
ike Island, believing that we have not 
omitted, in oar cursory sketches, any 
place of interest to the tourist, either 
from its historical associations, or its 
attractiveness of icenery ; and trusting 
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THE CHURCHES OF THE ISLAKD, 

BIOGBAFHICAL NOTICES OF ITS W0ETHIK8. 



AutiTOi,— on of the churches given b. 
William Fite-Osbert to his Abbey o 
Lire; valued in Cardinal Beaufort's roll 
at SO marks, and the tithes of the vi 
age at 8; value of superfluous plate and 
fittings sold bj Edward VI. 's Commis- 
sioners, £34, 3a. 4d.; consists of an early 
English double-gabled chancel, ' '" 
south aisle, and dwarfed Perpendic 
tower. The oak ceiling in the chancel, 
and the stone pulpit, are recent additions. [ 

Braua, — In the Booth aisle is she 
brass, date 1430, with the effigy of a 
in plate-armour, bis feet upon, a 1 



e bequest here described " was laid 
in the purchase of a farm called 
is, on St. George's Down, from tbs 
ta of which a supply of bread ii 
i to the poor of the parish in thfl 
x season."— Walla round Ryde. 
■- the exterior vail is another 



On a brass plate on one of the pillars 
are graven the following quail 
quaint rhymes :— 



Another metal plate records the death 
of William Coined, 1594; and a bran in 
north aisle, Ihmd WavS, 1629. 

Monument!. — To Richard Fleming 
Worrit;/, drowned in the river Hamble, 
(satat22),scolpturedbyWestmacott. To 
Sir Leonard Wonlev Eotmtt, 5orf. 
(»tat S3, in 1825), executed bj a native 
artist, named Haskoll. 

The Bells.— There are five belle, but 
only four can be used. On one, in raise* 
letters, is graven—*' William . Os» . 
vioob . Geo . Oouavn . Hum 
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of. 1699." On another, "God ib m 
hope. 1691." Onthesmalle9t,-gUuB 
nitUnlaua : stcrlf : 1 : jilfrii : art : tjua 
dibit :mt. Jesutl NiduAol Serle and 
his wife A livia gave mt. 

Bpitapkt. — In tha church- yard 
numerous singular epitaphs. 

On Jama Urry of Combley, ffitat. 
1815:— 



Br loddini sun iiDivu." 
On Jama Barton, eatat. 66, 1768 :- 



On Danid Barton, stat. 32, 1778:- 



Oa John Barton, artat. 40, 1781 ;- 



On Hannah and T! 



On Elizabeth Wallbridgc, the heroin. 
of Legh Richmond's popular narrative 
"The Dairyman's Daughter:"— 



Arreton is a vicarage in the patronage 
of Mrs. Graham, valued at £220 ptr 
annum. (Rev. £. N. Durrani, M.A.) 



first erected in 1826, at a 
of £1300, and endowed with £5 
lally by the late Edward Wise, Esq. 
Consecrated in 1827. The foundations 
proving unsafe, it became necessary in 
18*5 to erect a now edifice, which if 
small, but commodious, and Early Bog- 
character. Was formerly de- 
pendent on the pariah of Brading, but 
perpetual curacy (Rev. J. 
Le Mesurier), rained at £100 per on- 



Biksteap, an elegant reproduction 
(architect, T. Hellyer, Esq., of Ryde) of 
the ancient early English edifice, which 
was probably erected and supplied by 
the monka of Qnarr, and on account of its 
poverty was not included in Cardinal 
Beaufort's roll, 1404. Over the outer 
gate notice a curious ancient key-stone, 
or corbel, representing a human semi- 
figure which terminates in a ram's head, 
ThU is popularly called the Idol. Some 
igukr emblems in stone of Eternity, 
i, the Holy Dove, he., from the old 
church, are preserved in the walls of the 
The church consists of a nave and 
chancel, divided by early English arch, 
octagonal font is noticeable for 
workmanship, representing Eve's 
Temptation, the Expulsion from Eden, 
the Doom of Labour, Death, Christ's 
Baptism, Crucifixion, Ascension, and 
the Last Judgment, The reading desk 
supported by a figure of Moses, with 
ms upheld by Aaron and Eur (Exod. 
ii. 8-13). (Eev. P. Hewett, rector.) 
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Biurjrsa. — A spacious, ancient struc- 
ture chiefly Trans. Norman in style; 
consists of a body and chancel, separated 
by Norman arch ; tower ; north and 
aonth aisles separated from the body by 
early English arches, and each with a 
■mall chapel at the end. The pic- 
turesque interior, recently restored with 
great care, and the Oglander chapel, claim 
the visitor's admiration. The advowson 
iu bestowed by Charlei I. on Trinity 
College, Cambridge. 

hrassa, ic— Within the altar-rails 
(notice altar-table of the date of Qneen 
Elizabeth) is a curious and elaborately 
engraved slab, with effigy of knight in 
armour, his feet supported by two dogs, 
and delicate ornamental work, represent- 
ing a recess, and, apparently, the twelve 
apostles in side-niches — a very fine speci- 
men, originally inlaid with silver. In- 

$ir fairt rtouiUa bit Jojarmru 
Ctljrrobiin annigfr, &uuibi«t»at, Gen- 
■Mtfttn lariu» etaattl tt yortrstrt, qui 
obfit . anno Domini millrilmo quah. 
rtnflrs™ quaOras" . prinio tit ultima 
mtnar ffltlohrls . anima tins rtqafr*> 
Ml In pace. Smtn. 

(Here lies the renowned John Cherowin, 
knight, while he lived Constable of the 
Castle of Porchenter, who " " 
1441, on the last day of the month of 
October. May his soul rest in peace t 
A.m.) 

At extreme end of north aisle are two 
altar-tombs, decorated with a rose gala. 
On one— Jbl tjaue mmli on aKnlgam 
So mips utnl, 9um, mttttt». And 
on the other — jtfrlljafcrli) fj?B bint. 

in the beautiful Oglander chapel, south 
aisle, are the altar-tomba of Sir William 
Oglander, and his son, Sir John Og- 
lander, lieutenant of the Wight and 
lieutenant-governor of Portsmouth, died, 
•stal TO, in 1665. The effigies are of 
wood, and represent the knighta 
complete armour, extended at ■ 



length. Also a memorial of George 
Oglander, Etq., eldest son of Sir John, 
loyal cavalier, who died "at Cawns 
(Caen) in Normandy, July 11th 1662; 
" ' .is adge 23d." On a monument near 
the altar— jHaBtrt ffllgtotr . 0n,lattmurr 

hue D* 30H) Saor of Btcttnirt . o« 
Brt of oat lora fflo* wcrturr . ana 
far I* tnvf Ot . . . Sfc . . ■ (JBgiaum bit. 
Epitaphs. — The church-yard is pecu- 
liarly rich in noticeable inscriptions, 
of them of more than average ex- 
cellence. 
On Mrs. Annt Berry (adapted with 
very slight alteration from Mrs. Steele's 
Lines on the death of the Rev. James 
Harvey — see her " Poems by Eudoiia," 
1760, vol. ii., p. 60— though generally 
"wd to the Eev. W. Gill, a former 
curate of Newchurch, These verses 
arranged by Dr. Calcott to a 
beautiful and well-known glee, com- 
by him " at St. John's, near Byde, 
in the Isle of Wight, Thursday, Sep- 
tember 24th, 17B*"t— 



On an adjoining atone is this inscrip- 
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Here is an absurd, and, therefore, in- 
appropriate, verse on a person whose 
name it is not necessary to record :— 



There ia an inscription near the en- 
trance porch to one Robert Stoat, 20th 
September 1649; and another near the 
chancel wail to Peter Bryert, butler, 
and Mr. Tabye Kemp, clerk, to Sir 
John Oglander of Nun well, knight, 
1637. 

four bells of eicel- 



BtUi.— There at 



W + 0HTE0H- 
OiST -H- MEE IN THE THAR + 1709+ " 

Andon the second—" (ion be ovbqvyd. 
IBM." 

The parith registers date from the 
year 1547. Here is a curious entry 
■'BariaU, Novemb. y 20th, 1677. 
Jowler (alias) John Knight, of Merton, 
whoe, rather than he would be charitable 
to himeelfe (when be was capacitated), 
liv'd like a miserable wretch on y* pub- 
lick charity. He liv'd in a p'petaall 
slavery through feare and suspicion, and 
punish 'd both his back and belly to fill 
y* purse. He eoe excessively idolized 
bis poore heap of dung y 1 it was death 
to him to think of 
allwaiee eoe afraid of want, or j' he 
should dy as he had alii 
beggar, y 1 he dar'd not use wh't be bad 
for hie oune wellbeing, but liv'd and died 
with his beloved bagg in his nearet 
embraces; and at length, y 1 he might 
pay his utmost homage both by life and 
death te his greato god Mammon, he 
voluntarily sacrificed himself, and even 
dyed to save charges. Left (which wo* 
/o»mi)£06, 17s." 

The living is a vicarage (Rev. J. 



A.}, in tbe gift of Trinity 
College, Cambridge. Was formerly held 
by Kev, D. I. Heath, deposed for heresy. 

Briohbtoks (or Brixton) was anciently 
included in tbe parish of Calbourne, bnt 
waa separated ante 1306. The church 
may have been built by one of the 
bishops of Winchester, to whose see it 
has always belonged. Value of plate 
sold by Edward IV.'s commissioners, 
£5, 9s. 6d. 

The church was carefully restored in 
)52 by the late rector, and is now a fine 
specimen of tbe old village church. II 
consists of an Early English chancel, 
Norman north aisle, Perp. side chapel, 
and low tower. Notice the Dec arches 
which separate the south aisle. "Against 
is a shelf for a book, 
small canopy j this 
•inal position' 



Tbe to 



', with a 
a rather 



Jugular 



conical roof, which ro 
bean surmounted by a stone cross. In the 
progress of tbe restorations the arcade of 
Norman columns and arches on the left 
was fonnd immured in the wall, showing 
that there had formerly existed a north 
Male, now therefore rebuilt. It was also 
discovered that the floor line of the 
church had been raised about 2 feet 
above its original level. " The chancel 
floor is laid out in panels formed by the 
ancient tombstones and encaustic tiles. 
The tiles within the rails are the gift of 
Winchester College, in commemoration 
of Bishop Kew having formerly been 
rector of this place. The windows are all 
restored, and filled with stained glass. 
That in the tower is the gift of the 
present Bishop of Oxford, in remem- 
brance of his ten years' connection 
with the parish aa its rector." — Rev. E. 
M'Att. 

The church is dedicated to St. Mary. 
The registers date from 1666. In IMS 
occurs a notice of a Sanct BtU, or Saint's 
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Bell, rang in the belfry when the priest 
intoned the Sanctus. In 1B70 there is an 
entry far " The Paraphrase of Erasmus 
upon the whole New Testament, divided 
into two volumes." In October 1692, 
three shillings are paid to the ringers for 
ringing on "the Thanksgiving Day for 
the reducing of Ireland. * 

Incumbents. — Among those who have 
held this pleasant cure have been Hopton 
Sydenham, D.D., ejected for hie lack of 
puritanical principles in 1853 ; Robert 
Dingley, who died just befc 



i Thorni 



, after 



wards Bishop of Bath and Wells, well 
known as a devotional poet, 1667- 
69; Noel Digby, who was rector for 
fifty years, 1780-1830; and Samuel 
Witberforce, late Bishop of Winchester, 
1830-40. 

Tombt, Ac,— Neither in the church- 
yard, nor in the church itself, is there 
any memorial of interest, except a 
grave-slab, set into the pavement in 
front of the altar,—" Here lyeth y» 
body of Mr. Robert Dingley, Minis- 
ter of this place, 2nd son of Sir John 
Dingley, Kt, who dyed in y* 10th 
year of his age, ou j* 12th of January 
1869." 

The living isarectory (Eev. W. E. Hey- 
gate, M.A., favourably known by several 
work s in prose and verse), valued at £696. 

Brooke, on rising ground near theshore, 
is dedicated to St. Mary. The old church 
was destroyed by fire in 1863, and the pre- 
sent one erected in 1864. It retains the 

eel; and has stained glaaa windows, and 
fine marble pulpit. One of the Bower- 
mans probably founded the old church, 
ante 1305, when it is named by the Dean 
of the Island " a chapel." " When it 
obtained parochial privileges is uncer- 
tain; but within the last hundred years 
the patronage was claimed by St. John's 
College, Cambridge, on the ground that 
it was a chapelry belonging to Fresh- 
water. The dispute, however, termi- 



nated in favour of the lord of the manor." 
There was nothing of interest in the in- 
terior of the ancient building. A plain 
marble tablet recorded the deaths of 
e Res. T. Bowerman, his «*/«, and 
'•lighter; and a handsome tablet, with 
scutcheon, &c, those of IK. Bowerman, 
1745; his tcife, 1749; and daughter 
Margaret, 1734. 

The living is a rectory (Rev. J. Pellew 
Gare), valued at £250, and, according to 
the Clergy List, is in the patronage of 
Mrs. Qaze. 

LBouBin, dedicated to All Saints. 

There was a church here at the time of 

the Domesday survey, for it is spoken of 

as "held by Malger," a Saxon, of the 

Bishop and Convent of Winchester ; but 

the present building does not date farther 

than the middle of the 13th century. In 

tyle it is chiefly early English, but much 

modernised in many parts. The transept 

and porch were erected, and the arrange- 

lt of tie arches of the nave altered, by 

R. Simeon, in 1836. The lancet 

dowe of the chancel are good, and ■ 

ied from the east window in the sooth 

aisle. The tower is low (built about 

'62), with a wooden spire. 

The north transept, rebuilt by Sir R. 

meon, is used aa the mortuary chapel 

of the Simeon family. Architect, Mr. 

A. P. Liveaay. 

Tamil, <frc. — A brats of a knight in 
armour, with folded hands, and feet 
resting on a dog, lies in the door of the 



Itwi 



■ stall 



of marble, and formed part of a atately 
tomb, with columns of Purbeck: marble, 
which ornamented the north aisle. The 
columns are now inserted in the windows 
of the Simeon chapel. The effigy is sup- 
posed to be that of one of the Montacutes, 
Earls of Salisbury, to whom the manor 
belonged, and the date to be about 1860- 
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Ikunlmli, ie, — The pariah registers 
date from 1699, nnd open with a memo- 
randum by " Christopher Hamton, Doo- 
tor of Divinilie." Since 1616, the date 
of his decease, there have been 
of Calbonrna. The living (Rev. C W. 
Wilson) is valued in the Clergy Li$t at 
£668, and is in the gift of the Bishop of 
Winchester. 

ClftlsBKOOKi, dedicated to St, Mary 
one of the eldest, and certainly the hand- 
somest, of the island churches, consists 
of a nave, south aisle, porch, 
era tower. The Norman chapel and 
transept, "both in a state of decay," 
were pulled down by Sir Francis Wal 
Bingham, when lord of the manor, temp. 
Elizabeth, and 100 marks were given 
tante by way of 
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good Perpendicular, is built 
embattled with an octagonal ti 
doorway, early English, is plainly dis- 
cernible in the north wall. The east 
windows of the church were inserted 
daring the last century. 

" The church of the manor" (then 
called Beaucombe, or Bo* com be) is men- 
tioned in Domesday Book, and the pre- 
sent structure may have been commenced 
by William Fitt-Osbert. It formerly 
belonged to the Cistercian priory which 



he founded in its immediate neighbour. 
hood, and underwent the same mutations 
of propietorship. Its plate was returned 
by Edward YI.'s commissioners as worth 
£ 65, nearly £600 according to the present 
value of money. Its *" two bells" sre 
mentioned as weighing xvi. cwt. By 
Charles I. Carisbrooke was granted to 
Queen's College, Oxon. 

Northwood, Kingston, Newport, and 
Chale, were formerly included in its 
parochial jurisdiction. Northword rec- 
tory is still presented to by the viar of 
Carisbrooke, and Newport has only just 
attained independence, Kingston sni 
Chale were long ago severed from it. 

Monument) and SpitepA*.— Most of 
the noticeable tombs and inscriptions in 
Carisbrooke Church are recorded in a 
MS. in the British Museum, written in 
1719 by one William Pavey, and en- 
titled " Church Notes in Hampshire sod 
the Isle of Wight" (Addit. MSS., HID). 
The portion relating to Carisbrooke rum 

" It has a fine old steeple, octagonal 
and embattled, with two round turrets 
on the front. The body of the church ii 
divided like two ridged houses closed— 
a cross on the west end. Nothing more 
remarkable on the outside, but, on s 
buttress at the west end, this date U.i- 
1710). Onthesteeple.castontheoldlead, 
this date— 1061. The sacristan told me 
there had been an old bell in the steeple, 
with a Saxon inscription, and every let- 
ter crowned. 

"What is remarkable in the church 
is as follows : — 

" Against the pillar in the middle 
aisle is a board, on the top of which is 
painted a ship, with this inscription- 
oil the anchor fye* (Hope) ; the cud 
was a book open with this inscription— 
Fereum Dei (God's word) ; death sitting 
on the bowsprit blowing a trumpet, 
and behind him a banner flying, with 
pott mortem (after death) ; in the main- 
top, x. P. «-; on the foremsst, Fid" 
(Faith); on the mizenmast, Female^ 
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speaks). This is the epi- 



" ' Here lyeth the body of the right 
worthy William Keeling, Esq., groom of 
the chamber to our Sovereign Lord King 
James, General for the Hon. East India. 
Adventurers, where he was thrice by 
them employed, and dying in this Isle, 
at the age of i% Anno 1B19, Sept. 12, 
hath this remembrance here filed by his 
loving and sorrowful wife, Ann Keeling. 
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effigies down to the waist of a monk or 
prior of the Convent of Black Monks, 
called St. Mary of Carisbrooke (made a 
cell first to Lyra in Normandy, and after- 
wards to the abbey of Montgrace in York- 
shire, and last of all to the Cistercians 
□f Sheen), in his habit, and with a pas- 
toral staff in hie band. By tbe large- 
ness of the stroke on the stone, I guess 
it had been inlaid with brass. The 
lower half lies before the priory door, 
which is now a farm house on the north 
side of the church. It had about sii 
windows in front, low, and a large porch. 
Near at hand were their barns and brew- 
honse. [The two portions hare recently 
been joined.] 

" Within a niobe in the north wall 
kneels (as the sacristan told me) the Lady 
Wadham, a small figure, — whether very 
beautifully cut cannot be discovered, fa 
it is white-washed over; and on each 
aide of her three poor cripples, as 
membraneer of her— she having fonnded 
an hospital for poor old impotent people. 



was the wire of Sir Nicholas Wad- 
governor of the island, temp. Henry 

Till.] 

Iver tbe niche is a chemb holding 
a book open, with these letters raised — 

On tbe south side of the church is a 
handsome mural monument, the chief 
part whereof is grey, bst where the in- 
ription is it is black marble, on which 
engraven this epitaph : " — [To the me- 
mory of Sir W. Stephens, Kt., some 
years Lieut.-Qov. of the Island, d. Oct. 
1697— also hie wife, his brother 
ry, and four children.] 
[addition to " the remarkable things" 
recorded by Mr. Parey, the traveller will 
! tablets to the memory of Mary, 
daughter of Sir Richard Newdegate ; to 
Caroline Kilderbee, a descendant of Sir 
William do Horsey, warden of the island, 
temp. Henry II. (a lapidary's fiction 1); 
and Lieutenant-Colonel W. B. Derntit, 
B., who served at Ghusnee and Ba- 
ecan, and fell at Jellalabad. 
In the church-yard notice the panning 
epitaph on Charltt Dixon, a farrier and 
blacksmith. (It also occurs in Pelpham 
Church, Sussex j at Bothwell, in Lanark- 
shire ; and is said to be the composition 
ofthepoetHayley):— 



Inaanienli, Begalerl, ifce. — The pa- 
rish registers date from 1 57S. Some ot 
the entries are curious. We quote three : 
" King James landed at y* Cows, and 
saw a muBter at Hony Hill, and dined 
at the Castle, and saw in the afternoon 
most of the Hand, with prince Charles 
his sonne, and the West Hedeane, and 
hunted in the park, killed a bocke, and 
so departed again to Bowly [Beailieu], 
the 2 of August, Ann. Dom. 1609, be- 
ing Wednesday."— "Prince Charles lanuV 
ed at the Cow*, and came into the forest 



nod n a sk inniab there, Mid went from 
thence to Aldington Down, and looked 
over the Hand, tod came to the castle, 
tad bo thence to Newport, where he 
dined at Mr. Junes' house, and so his 
grace departed to Cons, and tooke ship, 
and went to Portsmouth, Id the year 
1618, (he 27th of August, being Thurs- 
day."—" The 6 day of September, King 
Charles went from the Castell to treat, 
and the least day of November he went 
from Newport to II unite Castell to pri- 
on, carried away by to [two] troopes of 



elmus Legg blint natn maximna rector 
de flretham prope FeteraBeld in comitatn 
South ton ma.Tcns poaujt : Anno Dom. 

1704, 



r of Caris- 



hors. 

Alexander Bott 
brooke from 1634 to 1650. He was a 
native of Aberdeen, a doctor of divinity, 
chaplain in ordinary to Charles I. prior 
to the commencement of the civil 
and afterwards master of the Free School 
at Southampton.— Wood, Athena. Oxen. 
He wrote Patuebda, a continuation of 
Sir Walter Raleigh's " History of the 
World;" Viroiliue Evangdizant ; and 
other devotional works. Butler, ii 
Hadibrat, alludes to him sarcastically — 



Be died, Mat 84, in 1654. 
The living is a vicarage \Eev. E. 
Boucher JameB, M.A.), valued at £900. 

Chali, dedicated to St. Andrew, was 
built by Hugh de Verona, in the reign 
of Henry I. It consists of a body, chan- 
cel, and south aisle, divided by four 
Trans. Norman arches, with a chapel 
the east end. The tower U a good spe- 
cimen of Perpendicular, resembling ii 
many respects that of Carisbrooke, and 
Apparently designed by the same builder. 

Monument!, Epitaph*, Ac. — In the 
west wall of the chancel ia a tablet with 
the following inscription:—" Petri 
chariasimo et matri dilectbsima: Gtdu 
et Anna Lege de Atherfield in hue insula 
parentibae optimis possimis 



Dom. 1688. ilia A 



I illeAnno 
o Dom. 1681. Qnli- 



i his very dear father and beloved 
er, William and Anne Legg, of 
Atherfield, in this island, his most ei- 
t parents, who have long slept in 
the Lord ! he in 1838, she in 1681. Wil- 
liam Legg, their eldest son, rector of 
Gretbam, near Petersfield, in the county 
of Southampton, lamenting, placed this 
stone, A. u. 1704. For your great deserts 
and sweet gift of life, to ye with tears I 
place these solitary tombs.) 

There is also a memorial to Richard 
Burleigh, rector of Chale, 1734, and his 
wife Lydis, 1717 ; another, a handsome 
and massive monument in marble, sur- 
mounted with an escutcheon support- 
ed by two soldiers, to Major- General 
Sir Henri/ Wor sley, G.C.B., of the Ben- 
gal army, astat 73, 17th January 1841. 

The church-yard is bare, bleak, and 
melancholy, with many sad witnesses to 
the fatal power of the sea which it lies 
so near. The unfortunate men, women, 
and children, who perished in the wreck 
of the Clarendon, in the neighbouring 
bay, are, most of them, here interred. 
One tomb-stone preserves the names of 
Waller Maynard Pemterton, sitat 48, 
and his daughter Anne, astat 11, " who 
perished together in the wreck of the ship 
Clarendon, in CbaJe Bay, on 11th Octo- 
ber 1838." Another is sacred to the 
memory of Captain .Samuel Walker, astat 
84, wrecked on the same occasion, "with 
twelve of the crew, and all the passen- 
gers, eleven in number;" and a third, 
Edmund Cosens, sstat IT. There are 
ether memorials of deaths at sea. 

A fragment of sn old stone coffin, and 
some remains of a mural painting over 
the vestry door, with the words, " And 
Jacob awaked out of his sleep," are all 
else that is noticeable at Chale. 
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The pariah registers date from 1688. 
The living ia a rectory (Rev. C. Tbeo- 
bald), in the gift of J. Theobald, Esq., 
valued at £334. 

Cowib, Wis*.— Tbera are here t<ro 
churches, or chapelries, dependent upon 
Northwood. West Cowes Chapel was 
built in 1663, bat not consecrated until 
1662. It was enlarged and improved in 
1811 by G. Ward, Esq., of North wood 
Park ; and the west tower, used a 
Ward mortuary chapel, was then erected 
from the designs of Nash, the architect. 
A new church was built in 1867-8, and 
consists of nave, aisles, chancel, and 
porch. Tbe exterior is boldly planned, 
and the details belong to Decorated 
Gothic The interior is enriched with 
red and white birch lining. Fonr well- 
proportioned arches, on pillars of Port, 
land atone, divide the nave from either 
aisle. The chancel ia apsidal, with 
organ-chamber on one side, and vestries 
on the other. The west end of the 
church ia connected with the Ward 
Tower by a handsome arch. The stained 
glass windows are of superior design and 
eiecution. Tbere are seats for nearly 
1000 persons. Coat £6000. 

The Church of the Holy Trinity waa 
built in 1831-2, and consecrated June 
21st in the Utter tear. Mrs. Goodwin 
of West Cowea defrayed the cost, pro- 
vided the site, and endowed it with 
£1000 in the 34 per cent, consols. The 
white brick exterior, with atone mulliong 
and window-cases, the long pointed win- 
dows, and general Early English charac- 
ter, render it an attractive edifice. The 
architect was Mr. Bramble of Porte- 
mouth. A new chancel was erected 
about ten years ago. 

Wat Court Chapel is a perpetual 
curacy (Rev. J. B. Atkinson), valued at 
£165, in the gift of tbe Vicar of Caris- 
brooke. Population, including the dis- 
trict of Snip Trinity (Rev. J. D. Middle- 
ton), 1013. The latter, valued at £260, 
is in-tbegift of Lieutenant-Colonel Lloyd. 
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Prise wit an Church, dedicated to 
All Saints, consists of a nave, chancel, 
north and south aialea (each with chapels), 
and square embattled tower. In the lat- 
ter there ia a lofty pointed arch, with a 
window which lights the west end of the 
church. The general character of the 
architecture ia Trans. Norman. 

The Church of Freshwater was one of 
tbe six bestowed on the Abbey of Lire 
by William Fiti-Osbert. Its patronage in 
doe course felt to the crown, and James 
I. bestowed it upon William, Bishop 
of Lincoln, bis keeper of the Great Seal. 
The biahop, in 1623, presented the ad- 
vowson to "the master, fellows, and 
scholars of St. John's College, Cam- 

MoimmrnU and Epitaphs. — A richly- 
decorated Norman arch in the north 
chapel enshrines a slab on which there 
hat been a braaa effigy. " This ia auppoaed 

have been tbe tomb of the founder of 
the church. There ia a tradition that 
towards the end of the last century, upon 
opening thia tomb, tbe skull of the per- 
son buried waa found placed between his 
legs, from whence it is inferred that he had 
been beheaded ; and it is also said that 
the brass, which is now missing, de- 
scribed tbe person to have been one of 
the lords of the manor of Afton."— Tom- 

Tbere is a rood-screen, but of poor 
?sign ; the only one in the island. 
In the chancel, north side, close to the 
altar, there is a curious memorial : — 

"Memohijs BaoacM. 
" The most vertnouB Mrs. Anne Toppe, 
Daughter of Mr. Thomas Carde II, some- 
time of the Privy Chamber to Queen 
"iiabeth, and Wife to Mr. John Toppe 
of Wiltshire. In her widdowhood by a 
lemorable providence preserved ont of 
the flames of the Irish rebellion. On the 
11th of September 1648, and 71st year of 
her age, expired under the roof of her 
nearest kinsman, then Rector of this 
place, to his unspeakable loss and grief 
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Ob the south aide of the chance! there 
is m tablet to the Rev. Benjamin Hotma, 
B.D., and another to Robert Hicki of 
Afton. There isa record also of William 
Michdl, Etq., 0/ Norton, and hia two 
daughters. 

The living, a rectory (Rev. J. F. Isaac- 
son^ U one of the richest in the island, 
valued at £710 per annum; in the pat- 
ronage of St. John'i College, Cambridge. 

Gatoohbi, dedicated to St. Olare, 
consist* of a body and chancel, separated 
by an early English arch, and a square 
embattled tower in the Perpendicular 
style. A new chancel was added in 
1865. It may have been founded by 
one of the De Lialea, lords of the manor. 
There is nothing noticeable in it bat a 
recess in the west wall of the chancel, 
containing an effigy in oak of a knight 
clothed in chain mail, his feet resting on 
a heraldic animal, a cherub with out- 
stretched wings at his bead. The vil- 
lagers were wont to call it "the saint," 
but it commemorates one of the De 
Lisles, perhaps the founder. 

A small annual pension, in lien of per- 
sonal service, is paid by the rector of 
Gatoombe to the vicar of Godshill, in 
support of the chapelry of St. Eodigund 
at Whitwell, formerly a chapelry in con- 
nection with the mane " " 
Cantuaria Manerii de Gateomie. 



, mi uuBf ia a rectory (Rev, Elward 
Moore, M.A."), valued at £643. 

Godshill, dedicated to All Saints, "a 
spacious cruciform edifice, with a singu- 
lar bell-turret on the south gable," con- 
sists of a chancel, nave, cross aisles, and 
tower. From its architecture it is obvi- 
ously of ancient foundation, and a por- 
tion of the present edifice may have stood 
npon the sacred hill when Fitr-Osbert 
gave it to the Abbey of Lire. Most of 
the building, however, is Trans. Nor- 
man. Its wealth was very great, from 
the extent of the adjacent demesnes, 
and in 1401 it was assessed at 100 
marks yearly. When Edward VI.'s 
commissioners sold the superfluous plate, 
it realized not less than £64, 2s. 7d. The 
advowaon was presented, in 1623, to 
Queen's College, Oion, by Charles I. 

Monumentt.— The picturesque interior 
of this fine church is adorned by several 
stately memorials of the dead. Host 
noticeable is the altar- tomb, beneath an 
elaborately decorated arch-canopy of the 
latest Gothic, of Sir John Leigh, and hia 
wife Mary, who died temp. Henry 
Till. The tomb bears no inscription, 
but is richly adorned with rosettes and 
scutcheons. Observe, also, the monu- 
ment of Sir Jama Wortleg and his wife 
Joan, daughter of the said Sir John 
Leigh, legendlesa, bat bearing the shields 
ofthe families of Worsley, Leigh, Racket, 
and Standish. Note, too, the fine monu- 
ment to their son, Rkhard Wordeg, 
Esq., with the following laboured inscrip- 
tion bi Latin : — 

"Bicbaido Worsley armigero nuper 
Insula: Vectis pnefecto, unico fratri euo, 
Elio primogenito Jacob! Worsley de 
Worsley Hall in provincia Lancaatriai 
oriundi, equitis aurati, ejusdem item 
insula? olim pnofecti, ei Anna filia 
Johannis Ley, equitis aurati, apud Ap- 
pledercombe in eadem insula ruta, 
Johannis Worsley armiger poanit. 
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"Obiit idem Richardus 12 die Mali 
A. Dm. 1565. Johannes et Qeorgius filii 
dicti Ricbardi, obierunt die Septembria 
A. Dm. lflBT. 

F.agliskrA: — 

" This sacred stone covers the dual of 
Richard Worsley, whom Captain of the 
Wight liia shores lament. While he 
lived, both beloved by and useful to bis 
country ; now in death be is interred in 
her bosom. His father and hia mother 
regard him from confronting urns, and 
between them look forth both parents of 
hia mother. Here at hia aide lie bis two 
children, snatohed away by an untimely 
fete, by the fire of the fatal dust. But 
happy all, though a dread destiny has 
constrained them to shut up the gloomy 
Iota in the mournful funeral urns ! Ap- 
pnld urcombe begat them, and bore them 
away,— the tomb bolds their ashes. 
God has carried, from hence their souls 
to the stars. 

"The said Richard died 12th May 
1505. John and George, his sons, 6th 
Sept loo7. 

" To Richard Worsley, gentleman. 
Formerly Captain of the isle of Wight, 
his only brother, eldest son of James 
Worsley, of Worsley Hall, in the county 
of Lancashire, knight, also formerly 
Captain of this island, by Anne, daughter 
of John Leigh, knight, born at Appul- 
duroomba in the same island, John Wors- 
ley, gentleman, baa raised this atone." 

There is also a handsome monument 
erected in 1822 to the memory of Sir 
Richard Wordey: — 

"The Right Hon. Sir Richard Worsley, 
Bart., who was eomptrollor of the house- 
hold, a privy councillor, and governor of 



the Isle of Wight, and who had been foi 

some time the minister plenipotentiary 
at Venice, died August 8, 1805, aged M, 
without issue, leaving his niece, Henrietta 
Anna Maria Charlotte, daughter of the 
Hon. Jonathan Bridgeman Simpson, of 
Babeworthy, in the county of Notting- 
ham, his heiress. He hail travelled a 
good deal abroad, particularly in the 
Levant; and the Museum Worsleianum, 
as well as his collection of paintings and 
sculptures at Appuldnrcombe Park, 
affords a striking proof of his taste for 
the fine arts. The above-named Hen- 
i, his niece, married the Hon. 
Charles Anderson Pelham, of Urockles- 
iy, In tbe county of Lincoln, who con- 
idered it as a duty to erect this monu- 
oent to his memory." 

Numerous other brasses, tablets, and 
tombs arrest the attention of the stranger 

this famous church. The figures and 
inscriptions, in moat instances, have been 
itblessly stripped off or effaced ; bat 
the following detailed account, from Sir 
John Oglandcr'iMSS. <». D. 1636), affords 
>me clue to tbeir identity : — 

"In the south aisle, next below the 
chancel, are two fair stones, under whom 
are buried the bodies of the Fry a ; in tbe 
stones are pictures of brass, but the in- 
scriptions are stolen away. 

"In the south chancel, on a fair atone, 
is this inscription: — 'Hie jacet Jobea 
Prye, filiua Ric. Prye et Margaritas 
moris sate, qui obiit 11 die January, 
AnnoDom. 1512,cnJusaninisepropitietur 
Ileus. Amen.' 

" Those Frys were an ancient family, 
and farmers of Appledercombe, after it 
was taken away from the abbey of Monica 
Burgy in Franca. 

" In the south cross is buried one of 
tbe Haoketts, with this inscription : — 
' ~ y for the soul of William Hackett, 
Esq., on whose soul Jesus have mercy. 

" In this aisle the owners of Apple- 
dercombe were buried, as being partly 
founded by the priors thereof. Where 
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one prior it buried, his portraiture on 
brass i> on a atone. 

" Between the two chancels there is a, 
*ery fair tomb, in which ia buried Sir 
John Leigh and Mary his wife, the 
daughter and heir of John Hackett, Esq. 
It ia the fairest tomb in our island ; in 
which tomb the said Mar;, wife of Sir 
John Leigh, lieth in her coat of armour, 
embellished with Hackett'a arms, her 
father, and Leigh's, her husband. 

"In the north chancel, in the north 
aide of the wall, ia the tomb of Sir Junes 
Worsley, without any inscription, only 
he ia there pictured kneeling ; erected by 

" Under a fair atone a little below in 
the same aisle, lieth buried the Lady 
Worsley, the widow of Sir James, who 
died a rery old woman. There were ber 
arms and an inscription in brass on her 
tomb, but now defaced. 

" In the south wall of the south chancel 
is the tomb of Richard Worsley, son and 
beir of Sir James. 

"In the north chancel are many fair 
atones that heretofore have had both 
portraitures and inscriptions on them in 
brass; under whom are interred the 
bodies of tho De Hegnoes, who were 
Lords of Stenbury and TV hit well, an 
ancient family ; many of them were 
knights of good account : for all Whit 
well buried in Godshill Church till Queen 
Elizabeth's reign, at what time they bad 
liberty to bury there. 

"Also in this church lieth buried 
many of the De Awlaa, or Halls, men 
of good rank and quality, many of them 
knights ; but of them, and many 
that have been buried, there not 
peareth no mark of antiquity. 

"In the south chancel, about the 
midst, lieth the body of John Worsley, 
coffined in lead, who died in London; 
next to him lieth the body of his son, 
Mr. Thomas Worsley, a brave scholar, 
and a plain but worthy gentleman, and 
a most plentiful housekeeiier. 

" Next to him in the same chancel 



lieth the body of his son and heir, Sir 
Richard Worsley, knight and baronet, > 
man of worth, learning, and judgment. 
He died of the small-pox in the 32d year 
of his age, 1620, or thereabouts. 

" Next to Mm, just by the side of Sir 
John Leigh's tomb, lieth the body of 
Ann Worsley, daughter of Sir Richard 
Worsley, and wife to one Sir John Leigh. 
She was one of the handsomest women 
that ever the island bred. 

"Nearer to Mr. Richard Woraley'i 
tomb lieth the body of Mr. Thomas 
Worsley 's wife, who was married lo one 
Sir Richard White, a soldier and follower 
of Henry, Earl of Southampton. She 
was Mr. St. John's daughter, of Ffsrls j 
in Hampshire. 

" In the church porch there ia on one 
side a half-obliterated tablet with a Latin 
inscription, which is translated upon it 
tablet fixed to the opposite wall : — 



Tronilotion ; — 



The parish registers dale from 1558. 
Dr. Cole, Dean of St Paul's, was bom 
at Qodshill. (See post.) 

The living is a vicarage, held in con- 
junction with the rectory of NitOB and 
perpetual curacy of Whitwell (Ker. T. 
Ratoliffe), valued at £250 per annual, 
and is in the gift of Queen's College, 



Oxon. 



, dedicated to the saint 
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w hose name it bears, ia comparatively a 
new church, having first been built in 
1718-19, said consecrated by Sir Jonathan 
Trelawneyon the 27th of Jnne 1719, the 
same da; tbat St. Thomas's, Ryde, was 
consecrated ; and rebuilt, all hut the 
chancel, in 1830. 

The old church of St. Helen's stood 
upon a point of land, the northern ex- 
tremity Of Blading Haven, until the en- 
croachments of the sea compelled its 
removal. The tower, howev 
been found useful aa a sea-mark, was 
faced with brick, repaired, and strength- 
ened, and still occupies its original posi- 
tion. The monks of the neighbouring 
priory built the ancient church, 
plied its pulpit, until the canor. 
celled vicars to be resident. 
then, so small and poor was the parish, 
the bishop permitted mass to be cele- 
brated and the sacraments administered 
by the Prior of St. Helen's. At the dis- 
solution of religious houses the ad tow 
of the vicarage, as well as the priory, 
bestowed upon Eton College. 

The new church is a small, uninterest- 
ing building, with chancel, transept, 
and low tower. There are sittings for 
297 persons, 129 of which are free. 
" Over the altar is a well-eiecu ted paint- 
ing of a cross surrounded by a glory. 
— Barber. The transept-windows ai 
rather handsome. 

Mtmumenta. — The only noticeable 
things in the interior are the memorials 
to the Grose family; one to Sir Nash 
Grose, Kitt,, a Judge of the Court of 
Queen's Bench, of whom Lord Campbell 
says, he always showed his wisdom hi 
being right when everybody else was it 
the wrong; died, 1814; and another U 
his son, Captain Edward Oroit, of tin 
Guards, killed at Waterloo, 1815. 

Incumbents, Registers, itc— The re 
gistersdat* from 1653. There are several 
entries relative to the burials of seamen 
"washed on shore," arising from the 
fact, that during the French convulsions 
tf 1798-181 5, when Spithead was crowded 



with men-of-war, those who died on board 
sown np in their hammocks, and 
ttinently committed to the deep. 
We quote one or two passages :— " Mem. 
The bishop of this diocese. Sir Jonathan 
Trelawnej, came over from Gosport early 
y 27th of June 1719, and the same 
morning consecrated the church of St. 
Helen's (which was built on new ground, 
the church as it stood before was too 
much expos'd to y* wash of the sea); and 
presently after it, on y* same day, be 
consecrated alsoe y* chappel of Bide in 
this parish, built by Mr. Player, at 
whose house in Bide hedin'd, and went 
over again the same day." " The re- 
mains of a person, found on the shore in 
a hammock, were deposited in y* old 
churchyard, Feb. 17, 1810." "Ten per- 
sons were unfortunately drowned in going 
from Portsmouth to B.H.S. Leviathan. 
Feb. 18, 1804." 

The living is a vicarage, in the gift 
of Eton College, valued at £121. The 
of St. John's, near Ryde, is in- 
cluded in this parish ; also, the chapelry 
of Sea View. 

KIB05TQK, dedicated to is a 

small and totally uninteresting edifice, 
consisting of abody and chancel, early Eng- 
lish. It was probably founded by one of 
theDeKingstons,lordsofthemanor,and 
is now presented to by the Ward family 
Observe, on the south wall, inserted in 
a stone slab, a brass, date I486 :— " Mr. 
Rychard Mewys, whych decessd the iii. 
day of March, in the yere of o* Lord God, 
ai'rttt*. *ntl nib." The effigies re- 
present a knight armed, three children, 
and a shield. 

The living is a rectory [Rev. B. C. 
Kempe), valued at £265, in the gift of 
Rev. T. I. Berwick. 

LawRbbcv., St., dedicated to the saint 
of that name, one of the smallest of our 
English churches — 25 feet 4j inches long, 
; 11 feet j inch broad, and 11 feet 4 j 
I inches in height. The grave-yard ia 90 
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long by 48 feet wide. It waa probably 
founded by one of tbe De Aulas, lords of 
the manor, about the reign of Henry " 
sod appears to have been called, " The 
Church of the Wath" {or Cliff). From 
the De Aulas, the manor and theadvow- 
sonof tbe reetorj passed to theRussells; 
then the HackctB ; next the Leighs ; and 
afterwards into the Worsley family, 
The church originally was only 20 feet 
long, 11 wide, and 6 in height, but was 
enlarged by the late Earl of Tarboroogh, 
who added the chancel. A new church 
provides accommodation for the rapidly 
increasing population. The foundatioi 
stone was laid by Mrs. Spencer Smith 
in May 1876. 

The living is a rectory (Bev. C. Mai- 
den), valued at £106 per annum, gift of 



Motttstohs, dedicated to St Peter and 
St. Paul, is a quaint little church, of the 
Decorated period, consisting of a body, 
tower, chancel, and aisle. "The two 
former appear the oldest portions, and 
were probably erected before the reign of 
Edward IV, , in whose time the aisle was 
perhaps built as a chancel. Thii 
position is derived from the form of the 
pointed window at the east eud of that 
aisle, as well as from the carved rose that 
decorates one of tbe terminations of 
label. The nranK chancel seems to hi 
been added about the time of Henry 
VIII.; the window at its east end being 
square-headed, as are all the other wi 
dows in the building, with the exception 
of one which is very obtusely pointed. 
The arches in the body are tolerably 
high-pointed, and supported by polygonal 
columns ; those between the chancel and 
aisle are obtuse, the columns clustered 
and fluted, and were probably substi- 
tuted, at the erection of this part of the 
structure, for the original south wall of 
tbe aisle, or first chancel." — Barber. 

Observe in the interior a very massivi 
old altar-tomb, tbe name and date en- 
tirely obliterated, but probably for Ont 
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of the Chyke, or Cheke family, formerly 
lords of the manor. There are alas 
tablets to Sir Richard Baaett, Jama 
White BarseU, and Richard Banett, his 

Close to the north gate is a time-de- 
faced and weather-beaten pair of stocks 
—obsolete long years ago. 

The church was restored in 1864, at 
tbe expense of Mr. Seely of Brook House. 
The chancel roof is of cedar-wood. 

Newobcrch, dedicated to All Saints, 
one of the plainest churches in the Isle 
of Wight, consists of nave, chancel, north 
and south aisles, and tower — erected 
about the beginning of tie 13th century, 
on the site of an older building, granted 
to the Abbey of Lire by William Fits- 
Osbert. It afterwards cams into the 
possession of the Abbey of Beanlieu, and 
on the dissolution of that religious house, 
was bestowed by Henry Till, on the 
Bishop of Bristol (now Gloucester and 
Bristol). 

Monument!, Ac. — There is a good 
tablet to Lieut. -Gen. Maurice Bodand, 
twice M.P. for Yarmouth, died 1765; a 
memorial to W. Thatcher, died IT'S; 
another to W. Bowie*, died 1T4S ; and in 
the chapel in the north aisle, eight in- 
scriptions for different members of the 
Dillinaton family (1 674-1749). 

Rtgiittrt and Incumbent*. —Tbe regis- 
ters date from 1 682. We quote a few en- 
tries: " May IS, 1687.— Received of Sir 
Rob 1 Dillington, BartL, the sume of fifty 
shillings, being one moyety of five pound) 
for Sir Robert his father, not buryd in 
woollen, — the other 50s. p d to Mr. David 
Orry, informer."-" Paid William Calla- 
way for ringing beer, when King George 
came to England, and when he was 
ned, Sept. and Oct. 1714."—" At 20 
in, before 3, on the morning of the 30th 
day of November 1811, was felt at Ports- 
mouth, in Ryde, and other parts of tbe 
Isle of Wight, and in many other places 

the Hampshire and Sussex coast, a 
very smart shook of an eaithquake." 
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Prom 1680 to 1862 there have been nine 
incumbents of New-church. 

Newoburch formerly included the 
ohapelries of Ryde and Ventnor, and the 
district churches of Holy Trinity and St 
James, Ryde, and St Pater's Haven 
Street The living la a vicarage, valued 
at £328, in the gift of the Tonng family. 
The new church. All Saints', Ryde, has 
been formed into auindepeud eotvicarage. 

Newport.— The ancient church of St. 
Thomai A Beciet was founded about 
- 1180 ( between 1173 and 1181 > by 
Richard de Redrers, who covenanted 
with the priory of Carisbrooke that two 
moots should officiate there daily on 
payment to the priory of two marks per 
annum, and with the proviso that ou 
high festivals the townsmen should con- 
tinue to worship in the mother-church 
of Carisbrooke. The men of Newport 
laboured zealously on the sacred edifice, 
each guild, or trade, contributing accord- 
ing to its handicraft; and their distin- 
guishing signs were accordingly wrought 
in stone upon the walla. It remained 
chapelry of Carisbrooke until the lat 
vicar consented to its separation. Th 
townsmen, however, claimed the right of 

supported by voluntary contr 
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z the latter part of 
Charles I.'s reign, and the Common- 
wealth, they were engaged in constant 
endeavours to render the church paro- 
chial, and the Journals of the Bouiei of 
Parliament, from 1640 to 1660, coi 
numerous proofs of their energetic i 
lions. Their proceedings are also de- 
tailed with Curious minut 
books of the corporation, which record 
the frequent presentation of petitions, 
couched in puritanic phrase, to the House 
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of Commons. We must oontent ourselves 
a single illustration (February 1, 
1640) :— 

" The \vmble petition of tht Motor an& 
Burgata, and ether the ckieft t'n- 
iabitamtt of tie Burrough ef Ncm~ 
port, mike Isle of Wight. 
" Sheweth, 

" 1. That the said Burrough is a Cor- 
poration, apart Towns, andauntient Mar- 
ket! Towne, w* serve th the whole Isle 
of Wight. Seated in the hart of the 
Island, consisting of about three thousand 
soules there in habitant, adonrned w" a 
very convenient Church lately enlarged, 
and well-fitted, and bewtified by the 
greate expense of the Inhabitants. 

"2. That the said Church being called 
St. Thomas Chappell is but a Chappell of 
Ease unto the p'ish of Carisbrooke, w lb is 
a greater p'ish, the viocarage thereof, 
w" the other profitts thereto belonging, 
being reputed to be worth twoe hundred 
pounds at the leaat, and the obventions, 
oblations, and proffitts due to the Vicar,out 
of Newport, ii" pound, or thereabouts, 
whereof Mr. Alexander Rosse, the news 
Incumbent (liveing out of the Island), 
alloweth but ten pounds p' annum to the 
nowe curate, namely, Mr. William Ear- 
by, Master of Arts, an able and laborious 
preacher, and a man of honest conversa- 
tion, whoe for the time of his abode in 
Newport, being about twelve yeares, hath 
not omitted preaching there on any Sabotb 
day (unless by sickness or other necessity 
he hath heen p'vented). 

"3. That the cure of soules in Newport 
h ath been but mean ly served i u times past, 
and like enough would be soe nowe, did not 
the Inhabitants, by a voluntary benevo- 
lence to the said Mr. Harby make an 
addition to his meanes to keeps him w* 
them. And it is greatly feared that in 
tiwetocome the Inhabitants may suffer 
much, want of spirituall foode for their 
soules — if their preachers needes be not 






' ' Y T Pet" therefore moat humbly pray 
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that the p 'misses may be token into y* 
ho"" &nd pious consideration. And that 
j 1 may be enacted and settled bj Far- 
Lam*, if that high and ho u> house think 
it convenient, that the said Burrongh of 
Newport may be a distinct p'ish of ytself. 
And that j" Pet" and their successors 
may have the p'sentation of the parson 
thereof for ever, w*, ifitiuaybeobteyned, 
y'Pet" (albeit the Towneis very poore, 
and t hey have ben at ex trao rdinarie ch argc 
already nnto the Church), yet for the 
►dvancem 1 of preaching the word of God 
in the said Burrough, they are very will- 
ing that it be also enacted that twelve 
pence of every pound of the yearly rente 
of the bouses and landa w"*in the said 
Borroughlw 011 it is considered will amount 
to a competency) shall be raysed for an 
addition of means to the parson of thesaid 
Burrongh forperpetuity,w eh j™ Pet™ con- 
ceive will be agreate worke of piety, and 
must tend to the glory of Almighty God, 
the greate comfort of the scales of his 
people in the said Burrongh inhabiting 
and thitber resorting, ffor w* y™ Pet™ 
shall ever be bound to thankfulness." 

The legislature duly considered these 
petitions, appointed committees, intro- 
duced bills to accomplish the wishes of 
the inhabitants; and finally, on the 30th 
March 1657, we meet with the following 
record : " A bill for raising maintenance 
for the minister of Newport, in the Isle of 
Wight, was this day read the third time, 
and, upon the question, passed. Ordered, 
that the Lord Protector's consent be de- 
sired to this bill." 

The Lord Protector's con sent was given 
June 9, 1867, but Newport nevertheless 
remained dependent upon Carisbrooke for 

The church, it is said, when Newport 
was burnt by the French in 1877, suffered 
considerably. When pulled down in 
1861, signs of fire were visible on many 
stones. The plague broke out in New- 
port in 1680 with such severity, that the 
grave-yard at Carisbrooke was unable to 
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contain the dead. License, therefore, was 
granted to the townsmen to form a ceme- 
tery in connection with their own church. 

A new and singularly carved pulpit 
was bestowed on the church by Stephen 
March, a wealthy burgess of Newport, 
in 1631. It was the work of an artist 
named Caper (whose symbol, a goat, is 
upon it), and now adorns the new church. 

A graphic description of the ancient 
edifice is given in a MS. in the British 
Museum, from which we have already 
quoted— " Church Notes in Hampshire 
and the Isle of Wight," by one William 
Pavcy, March 1718-9 (see Caritbroolz). 
Aa it fully records the monuments it 
contained, aod most of which are now to 
be examined in the new church, the reader 
may not be displeased to have it placed 
before him in externa .-— 

" The church is like, at first view, 
three ridged houses joined, embattled 
on the top. On the upper part are five 
windows between six leaden spouts, and 
underneath four large windows, with a 
large porch, which is the grand entrance, 
in the middle of the south side. The 
tower is pretty lofty, and embattled with 
four pinnacles. 

" Within the church is one of the most 
curious carved pulpili that I ever saw, 
the work of one Thomas Caper (who now 
lies buried in Salisbury), An". Dm. 
1630, in which year the seats likewise 
were erected. It was a donation of one 
(Stephen) March, whose crest is against 
"uck of the pulpit.* As for the 
og, round the sounding-board of 
this inscription in neat, wrought, 
and gilded letters: 'Cry aloud and 
ipart not ; lift up thy voice like a trum- 
pet.' The pulpit is divided into two 
rows of bas-relief carved images. On 
the uppermost row are curiously de- 
scribed the four Cardinal Virtues and 
the three Graces, with their types;" and 
On tbe lower rank the seven liberal 
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sciences — namely, Grammatics, Dia- 
lectics, Rhetorics, Musica, A rithnietif a, 
Geometria, and Astronomia, with the 
several symbols and characteristics of 
each science. 'Tis a true church mil 
for there is a cannon placed to defend 
tbe church now it is in danger.* Nothing 
more remarkable in it, but a neat, ligl 
grey marble font. [This is now in tl 
new building, and bears an inscription- 
' The give! of A nnt KeUh, Wtcfoto, 1537-1 

" Underneath the step that goes 
the altar is the vault wherein is interred 
the Lady Elizabeth, daughter to King 
Charles I. ; and this is the inserii ' 
as Mr. John Gilbert, jun., told me 



" Against the south wall is the famed 
tomb of Sir Edward Horsey, Knt., who 
was often sent thitber in Henry VIII. 's 
time, to defend it from any sudden 
invasion from France. It is a carious 
marble monument, on which lies his 
effigies at length, armed at all points 
complete, with his hands hald up, and 
joined in a praying manner, and on an 
ova] piece of black marble this epitaph : — 
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" This is all that is worth notice in 
the church. 

" In the church-yard, which is about 
a quarter of a mils west of the church, 
neatly walled in, are the following re- 
markable inscriptions : — 

" ' Hera lyeth the body of Mast r George 
Shergold, late minister of Newport, who, 
during sixteen years in discharge of hia 
office, strictly observed the true discip- 
line of the Church of England, disliking 
that dead bodies should be buried in God's 



house 



appc 



inted b 



dyed universally lamented 
and esteemed, January 23, 1707."' 

[This tablet was afterwards removed, 
and on its reverse was engraved a simple 
inscription * relative to the burial-place 
of the Princess Elizabeth (Oct. 1793). 
It was then placed on the stone which 
covered her vault. See ante, p. 86-7.] 









the church-yard, this :- 

'"Here lyeth y« body of John Smith, 
who departed this life y* 12th day of 
August, in y> year of our Lord 1712, in 
y" 21th year of his age. 1 






[Edward Horsey, who was a most 
gallant knight, was governor of the 
Wight,— firm and magnanimous both at 
sea and on land, — and brave, though 
with the appearance of great gentleness ; 
a lover of justice, and a faithful friend. 
A confessor of the gospel, he lived be- 
loved by his prince ; and, liberal-handed, 
was much affected by the people. Died, 
23d March 1582.] 



On a brats plate On a fine raised tomb 

r y« middle of y" churchyard : — 

' * Here is laid y' body of Mr. John 

nner, who departed this life y* 26th 

of March 1713, in y* 65th year of his 

ge : a man exemplary for piety, and 

orward in works of charity, especially 

'orthy of a good and lasting [sic) for an 

ct of gratitude more than common, aa 

a return for a seasonable (tho' noe great) 

benefaction, he bequeathed y* greatest 

" are of his estate (gotten hy an honest 

inatry) to come to y* great-grand- 

ildren of that his benefactor. ' 



1 " Underneath, In a load coffin, rut >• 
King Charles y« First Ohllt BepL 8, 1MO, 
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" ' B«e bj this how 7* bread that a man 
may have coat upon j' waves, cometh to 
be again found after many days. ' " 

" On another stone in the north part 
of tha churchyard, eiactlj transcribed :— 

'" Johes Gilbert, de Pan, Gen. : re- 
pentina morte, m. Julii, m.d.o.xo.ti. 

EiTJOTMOTEPOS MA TOCTO KAI K AXON 



[By a sodden death, not unprepared for, 
he is borne more happily to the haven.] 

" This is all I could gather during my 
short stay here."- Addit. MSS., 14,296. 

While on the subject of epitaphs and 
monuments, we may add that in the old 
church-yard there is a tomb-stone to the 
memory of Lieutenant Shore and his 
children, drowned in the wreck of the 
aartndon, in Chalc Bay. There are 
some other noticeable grave- stones. 

The complete decay of the old church 
rendering necessary its demolition, or 
thorough repair, it was resolved, in 
1868-*, to erect on its site a now and 
more elegant edifice, which should be 
worthy of the metropolis of the island, 
and a graceful specimen of modern 
ecclesiastical architecture. Funds were 
readily provided by the townsmen, 
by the gentry of the island, largely 
assisted by the Queen and the Prince- 
Consort, and the new building was com- 
menced under the most cheering auspices. 
Mr. Daukes was selected as the archi- 
tect ; the builders were Messrs. Dash- 
wood, of Kyde ; and the carvings were 
intrusted to Mr. Baker, of Kennington. 

The foundation stone was laid by 
Prince Albert, August 24, 1854 ; the 
new building was opened for divine wor- 
ship, December 1856. The total cost 
was little under £10,000. 

St. Thomas' New Church consists of a 
nave with clereBtory, side aisles, north 
and south porches and chapels, chancel, 
sacristy, grand west entrance arch and 
lower, in the architectural style known 
as decorated early English. It is, em- 



phatically, a beautiful building, and re- 
flects no little honour on the architect, 
who has displayed considerable fertility 
of invention, as well as skill in adapta- 
tion. The west entrance, a richly- 
decorated, and elaborately-wrought arch 
of more than ordinary height, claims 
hearty admiration. 

The interior is light and elegant, 
with timbered roof, corbels beautifully 
moulded, richly ornamented windows, 
and columned aisles of fine proportion. 

The tower, to the top of the turret, is 
182 feet high ; the height of the roof of 
the nave, 66 feet; of that of the chancel, 
66 ; of the side aisles, 48 ; of the chapels, 
88 feet. 

Observe, in the interior, the monu- 
menta from the old building grouped 
together at the west entrance. Notice 
also the /on t, already described ; thepui- 
pit; Sir Edward Hortey'i monument; 
and that of the Princess Elizabeth. 

The latter was erected at the sole 
expense of the Queen, who has also con- 
tributed the stained glass of two of the 
windows. It represents the princess 
reclining at full length on her side, her 
cheek resting on an open Bible, — the 
position in which, it is said, she died. 
The likeness is from a portrait in her 
Majesty's possession. The figure is of 
pare marble, and reposes in a gracefully 
ornamented niche or shrine. Altogether, 
this beautiful monument must be re- 
garded as one of Baron Marochetti's 
happiest efforts, and lends an additional 
attraction to a most attractive building. 
The inscription on the /ocia runs as 
follows: " To the memory of the Princess 
Elizabeth, daughter of Charles I., who 
died at Carisbrooke Castle on Sunday. 
Sept. 8th, 1660, and is interred beneath 
the chancel of this church, this monu- 
ment is erected — a token of respect for 
her virtues, and of eympathv for her 
misfortunes— ny Victoria R„ 1858. 

The living (Rev. G. H. Connor) ia in 
the appointment of the Bishop of Win- 
chester. Population, 4081. The in- 
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come Is derivable from pew rents am 
other sources (£300). 

NiWPQRT.— St. John's is fl dlatric 
church of no architectural pretensions 
belonging to the Rev. K. Hollings, whi 
is also the incumbent. It will accora 
modal* about 800 persona, — one-third 
free sittings. It contains absolutely 
nothing to attract the tourist's attention. 
Population of the district, 2951. 

Newport.— St. Paid'i, or St. PavTt, 
Bartim, is a district church, supplying 
a populous suburb of Newport, though 
ecclesiastically included in the parieh i>f 
Whippingham. It is a pretty edifice, 
Norman in style, consisting of a navs, 
north and south aisles, apse, and tower, 
and spire at the west end of the south 
aisle. Was erected from the designs of 
Mr. J. W. Wild; the cost defrayed by 
voluntary subscriptions, and agrant from 
the Churcli Aid Society. The present 
vicar is the Eev. W. L. Sharpe, Tub 
living is valued at £190. Accommo- 
dation provided for *QQ (including 200 
free seats). 

Nitos," dedicated to St. John the 
Baptist, consists of a nave and chancel, 
separated by an arch, Norman, a south 
aisle separated by four obtuse arches, 
south porch and nest tower. In the 
north wall are some remains of early 
Norman arches, showing that the churcli 
once possessed a north aisle. " In the 
chancel is a square opening, formerly 
the entrance into tbe rood-loft. The 
south porch is rather remarkable, being 
barrel -roofed, with stone ribs. The 
tower is low and battlsmented, but sur- 
mounted by a small spire. On the north 
side of the tower is a building, formerly 
a charnel-house. In front of the south 
entrance is the square base of a large 
ctobs, somewhat peculiarly placed,— the 
angles, and not the sides, being opposite 
the cardinal points. " — Dan in. 



t Niton was born D 



The church was one of the six with 
which William Fiti-Oabert endowed his 
Abbey of Lire. Afterwards passing into 
the possession of the crown, Charles I., 
at the intercession of Queen Henrietta, 
supported by Lords Coventry, Car- 
lisle, and others, gave it, with Oodshill, 
Carisbrooke, Newport, and Nortbwood, 
to Queen's College, Oion, November 12, 
1626.— MS. A&mal. Muitum, P 28, 
fol. 85. 

The registers date from 1560. The 
following entry is of historical value :— 
"July ths 1st, Anno Domini 1875, 
Charles II., King of Great Britain, 
Prance, and Ireland, Etc, came safely 
ashore at Puckaster, after lie had en- 
dured a great and dangerous storm at 

Vt regnet dia et/eliciter 
Vovit ct tienptai Tkomat Collinion, 
Rector di Nightcm." 



desires.) 

The living is a rectory, held together 
with the vicarage of Godshill and per- 
petual curacy of Whitwell (Rev. Q. 
Hajton, M.A.); valued at £500, and in 
the gift of Queen's College, Oion. 

Nobthwood, dedicated to St. John 
the Baptist, is built of stone, and in 
some parts plastered ; consists of a nave, 
north and south aisles, chancel, porch, 
and singular wooden turret. Was a 
chapelry to Carisbrooke until, temp. 
Henry VI1J. (i.e. 15iE), parochial privi- 
leges were grunted to It ; and is still held 
included in tbe presentation to the vicar- 
age of Carisbrooke. The two livings are 
in the patronage of Queen's College, 
Oxon, and are together valued at £1123 



per 



;, Eev. 



E. B. James, M. A. 

The burying-place was consecrated in 
1486. Previously the inhabitants of 
Nortbwood were compelled to bury their 
dead at Carisbrooke. 
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Observe in the interior a singular 
monument to Rev. Thomas Smith, for- 
mer]]! minister of Northwood ; died, 
1681. II is formed of one piece of chalk, 
3 feet long and i feet wide, curiously 
carved with hieroglyphic characters, 

ETUI— St. Thomaf.— The inhabitants 
of Ryde, in consequence of the insignifi- 
cance of the Tillage, originally worshipped 
at the parish church, six miles distant — 
Newcbnrch ; but, in 1719, Henry Player, 
Esq., lord of the manor, built, and en- 
dowed with a yearly stipend of £10, "the 
chapel of St. Thomas," a plain and in- 
elegant structure. In 1837 .this was 
palled down, and on its site George 
Player, Esq., erected a more graceful 
building, early English in character, with 
nave, chancel, west and south aisles, and 
d west tower with spire, — the whole of 
Binatead stone, with coigns of white 
brick. The interior is inoffensive and 
unpretending. At the east end are three 
huge lancet windows of atained glass. 
Against the wall, under the west gal- 
lery, is a marble tablet, inscribed : 
"Thomas I'liter, Armiger, Domua 
Dei magis quam sua, elegantii et nitons 
studiosiis hoc sacellum, tarn advenis 
quam incolis, diu multumq. desideratum 
con didit (anno 1719). JSmulalionis Opus 
Don I nvidia)."— (Thomas Player, gentle- 
man, more solicitous for the splendour 
and elegance of God's house than his 
own, built in 1719 this sanctuary, by 
visitors as well as residents long and 
eagerly desired. A work for imitation, 
not for envy). 

Epttapht, ttc.—In the south aisle is a 
memorial to Mrt. Margaret CoUUr, died 
1791, satat 77 ; referred to by Fielding, in 
his " Journal of a Yoyage to Lisbon, " 
for her liberal hospitality. In the grave- 
yard ia buried the Rtv. Edward Cannon, 
the " Godfrey Moss" of Theodore Hoax's 
"MaaiBtU," and the friend of the Rev. 
R. C. Barbam(7faima< JnooWsiy). The 
Bev. E. Cannon was one of the king's 
chaplains, and always a welcome guest 



at Carlton House ; but, his ambitions 
hopes receiving no fulfilment, he became 
a soured and disappointed man, and in 
his conduct grew so disdainful of social 
courtesies that he was at length dismissed 
from the chapel royal. He then retired 
to Ryde, where, after some years' painful 
seclusion and comparative poverty, he 
died "almost forgotten and alone." In 
the " Life of Barham," prefixed hi the 
complete edition of the " Ingoldsby 
Legends, " are recorded man; amusing 
anecdotes of this eccentric but talented 

Ryde — AH Saints' (Rev. A. Poole, 
M.A.) ia now the parish church. It 
was designed by Sir O. G. Scott, and 
the fanndation-stone laid by II.K.H. 
the Princess Christian in 186a. Consists 
of nave, aisles, transept, chancel, and 
tower, in the Decorated style, and from 
its handsome design is worthy of the 
town. In truth, the building is one of 
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is divided into six bays, and is separ- 
ated from the chancel by a noble snd 
well-proportioned arch. Accommodation 
is provided for about 1110 ; and the 
total cost (exclusive of tower and spire) 
was £16,000. 

Ridk — SI. Jama is a district and 
proprietary church, erected in 1827, by 
W. Hugbes Hughes, Esq., an alderman 
of the city of London, and immediately 
licensed by the Bishop of Winchester. 
The exterior is stuccoed, and its style of 
architecture builda*' Gothic. The in- 
terior, however, is handsome and con- 
venient, with accommodation for 800 
(3fi0 free seats). 

Ryde — Holy Trinity, a district and 
proprietary church, of remarkably ele- 
gant appearance, designed by Mr, T. 
Hellyer of Ryde; style, early English; 
consists of a Dave, north and south aisles, 
divided by an arcade into seven bays, 
and a west tower and spire, 116 feet in 
height. This graceful edifice was erected 
in 1846-6,— the cost being defrayed by 
voluntary contribution. The site and 
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endowment were provided by Mrs. Lind 
of Weatmont. Accommodates 1000 per- 
sons,— 600 in free seats. The living is 
a perpetual curacy (Her. A. J. Wade); 
income, £200. 

RTTtx-St. Join's, Oakfidd (Rev. H. 
Ewbank), a district .church, included in 
the parish of St. Helen's, was designed 
bj Hellyer, and consists of nave, tran- 
sept, porches, and west end double 
belt-gable, in the Early English style. 
Accommodates 300 persons. 

BlOT-iS. Pet*'*, Haven Street (Rev. 
P. Stockdale), is a neat Early English 
building, from the designs of Hellyer, 
and comprises nave, chancel, south 
porch, and bell-gable at west end. 

Rye*.— St. Michael and AU Avgtls, 
Swanmore (Rev. H. E. Wii, M.A.), is 
a cruciform building in the thirteenth 
century style, with lancet windows, and 
in the interior an open timbered roof, 
picked out in colour. The lofty central 
tower is a conspicuous landmark for 
miles around. Schools and parsonage, 
in the same style, adjoin the church, 
which is celebrated for the "advanced" 
character of its services. 

SiNDOWU (Christ Church), district 
church to Brading; style, Early Decor- 
ated English, from the designs of Mr. 
J. Woodman; was built in 1815-0, and 
consists of a nave, chancel, aisle, and 
tower with spire. Is an elegant build. 
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welt-arranged. The adjacent school- 
house and parsonage are worth notice. 
The site was presented by Sir W. 
Oglander, Bart., and the expenses 
(£2800) made up by voluntary contribu- 
tions and £400 from the Church Aid 
Society. 

The perpetual curacy (Rev. G. S. 
Karney) is in the gift of the Church 
Patronage Society. 

Ska Vmw — St Peter's, a neat 
Early English church, for the conven- 
ience of residents and visitors, was 



Siialpiket is a peculiar, and, in many 
respects, au interesting structure; the, 
tower and north doorway Norman, the 
restofthebnildlng Early English. "The 
windows of the south aisle are singularly 
beautiful, the heads being pierced with 
ovals, inclining towards the apex, sur- 
mounted by a circular aperture. The 
nave is divided from the aisle by Early 
English arches upon very beautiful Pur- 
beck columns, which have recently been 
purified. The chancel arch is remark- 
able for a peculiarity of treatment at 
the impost, the increased width of the 
arch being terminated by a partial folia- 
tion. The church is lit, north and south, 
with lancet-windows of good style. The 
entrance to the church, from the north, is 
by a Norman doorway, in the tympanum 
of which is the representation of David 
with the lion and bear (1) rather rudely 
and grotesquely carved on one stone. 
With the exception of this work, the 
doorway is nearly plain. The tower is 
Norman, with shallow buttresses; but 
the original windows have been foliated 
at a later period. It is now surmounted 
by a wooden spire erected with money 
raised by the sale of the bells and the 
gun belonging to tbe church; but from 
the very large area of the tower, and the 
extreme thickness of the walls, tbe spire 
or tower has probably been of consider- 
ably greater elevation."— Davit. 

This ancient and noteworthy edifice, 
according to tradition, was erected by 
William Fitz-Oebert It was carefully 
restored, and reseated with low, open 
seats in 186B. 

Monuments.— In the chancel observe 
a atone to the memory of Robert Har- 
vey, died 1730; two shields enclosed in 
a stone moulding, date 1030, in the south 
aisle; and a carious monumental slab, 
broken in two, with a shield and spear, 
crosswise, upon it, supposed to be of the 
date of tbe 11th, or earl; in the 12th 
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eetitary, iu dug up louit years ago 
in Ibe churchyard, where it probably 
marked the rating-place of one of the 
knightly Trench arils. 

Remark the fragments of stained Rlass, 
od the north sida of the church, blaioued 
with the aimi of Montacute, Earl of 
Salisbury, and (on the south) of Isabella 
de Fortibue. 

The living ia ■ vicarage (Rev. B. H. 
Browne) valued at £21U, and iu the 
patronage of the Lord Chancellor. 

Sbabkuh— St John Boptiifi (Bar. 
Q. W. Soutbouse), originally founded by 
one of the De I nanla or De L'Isle family, 
retains no trace of antiquity. It consists 
of nave, chancel, transept, and shingled 
spire, and is picturesquely situated. Ita 
interesting objects are — an ancient pii 
cilia,- and an oaken chest elaborately 
wrought with the initials T. S., and 
round the lid, in bold characters, Dotn- 
inue Thomat Silkwted, Prior [he was 
last Prior of Winchester], A: ~ 
1612. 

Shahulih. — St. Saviour) ( 
J. Borland), consecrated in I860, and 
designed by Mr. T. Hellyer, consist! 
at present of nave, aisles, and chan- 
cel. A handsome vicarage-house standi 
near at band, on the summit of 
cliff. 

Sbjhklis— St. Mm'*, not yet 
plete, ia a handsome building, consi 
of nave, aisles, and apaidal chancel, to 
which a massive west tower will shortly 



Shorbkll— St. Ptttr'i, consist! of 
nave, aide aisles, tower, and south 
porch. It faces the main road, and 
closed in a neatly-kept churchyard, with 
some good trees about it, occupying 
kind of sheltered hollow. With artie 

entirely of the Perpendicular style, 
the eiception of a few earlier fragments, 
and the decorated base of the tow< 
which is crowned by a low stone spii 



TO stages by a small band," 



divided into 
Observe, i 

(with the iron frame which need ~ ™- 
tain the hour-glass), entered by a flight 
of steps through a segmental arch, 
piercing what would otherwise be a very 
massive pier, in a central position of lit 
north aisle. 

The church was carefully restored in 
184T by the Bev. E. Robertson, and is 
one of the most interesting edifices in the 
island. Over the north doorway, inside, 
the remains of some very character 
leiic mural painttngi, descriptive of tit 
legend of " St. Chrietopber bearing the 
infant Jesus upon bis shoulders." The 
freeco measures 11 feet wide by 6J high, 
and ia very distinct and graphic. Tin 
saint ia depicted leaving his wicked com- 
panions (upper corner to the left), end 
grasping the tree with which ha is to 
ford the stream before him. A iton" 
croes is by his side, surmounted with 
" je of Jesus crucified. On the bank 
person fishing, and hailing ashore i 
™„jster fish. Next, we see the saint, 
considerably increased in Bise, fording 
the stream, with the infant Jesus on Ms 
shoulder ; a ship and a boat are shows 
upon the waters. Prom a hermitage in 
the distance cornea forth a monk, hold- 
ing a lamp to guide the wayfarers. 
Finally, we see the saint bound to a tree, 
and undergoing martyrdom. He is al- 
ready filled with arrows, but two archers 
are incontinently shooting at him. T" e 
king who condemned him to death i" at 
hand, with the executioner by his side, 
and an arrow in his right eye, — a just 
punishment for his cruelty, as the veil- 
known legend enforces. 

Over the south door are the scant! 
remains of a mural painting of """ 
Last Judgment." 

Monument* and Epitaph*.— There u 

a brass, near the altar-steps, with > 

curious effigy of a priest with his bandi 

folded, and the inscription,— 

" Of jo 1 charitie pray for the soul* ■ 
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8' Richards- Bethell, lata vicar of this 
dmrclie of Sherwell, y* which deceased 
the ixiii day of Marche, the yer of 
of Lord MDXLIII, on whose Boole Jhi 
have m'cy." 

The north aisle is thronged with inter 
eating records of the knightly family of 
Leigh. One is very singular, — 

" To the remembrance of J" two most 
worthie and religious gentlewomen, Hie 
late deare and loyall wives, Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Bamplteld who died the viith March 
161B, Having bin y mother of IB hope- 
ful children. And Mrs. Qartrude Par- 
se vail who died childles, the xiii of Ds- 
cemb r 1619, was this monument conse- 
crated by their loving and sorrowful 
husband, Barnabas Leigh, Esq. 



There is, moreover, a stone altar-torn h 
raised on three steps, with the effigy of a 
knight kneeling and praying before a 
desk, whereon an open book is laid. 
Behind him luieets a child, also in the 
attitude of prayer. In the compart- 
ments underneath are inscriptions to the 
memory of .Sir John Leigh of North- 
combe, died January IS, 1629, »tat S3 ; 
and of Barnnbat Leigh, his great-grand- 
son, died January 25, 1629, astat nine 
months, and " was laide in the tomb o( 
his great-grandfather, who saw his heir 
of the fourth generation." Then fol- 



This is accompanied with an illustra- 
tion of the two wivei, one with her chil- 
dren, and the legends, Sicut vitis frngif- 
era, and 3icut plantula olivaruni (Like 
to the fruitful vine, and Like unto the 
olive branches),— the other, with the 
legend. An nan ego mdior tUii qnam 



t (Am I n 






than ten eons ?) The third wife of the 
composer of this cheerful allegorj is sym- 
bolled by a hand (with inscription, Vcc 
Sofi— Woe to the lone one), holding a 
ring, which encloses a heart. 

There is also a monument, with two 
childish figures, to "the religious aud 
vertuons Elizabeth Leigh, danght. of 
John Dingley, Esq'., late wife of Sir 
John Leigh, Knt. Died y* 27 day of 
Oct'. Ano. Dm. 1619. And lieth here 
interred. 



A beautifully decorated marble records 
the death of John Leigh of Nortlieombe, 
Feb. 22, 1688, Eetat 38 ; and Anna, his 
son's wife, died Sept. 25, 1715, astat 32. 
Her daughter Judith is also commemo- 
rated. She died, 1722. 

Then a stone shield, with initials E. 
L., and date 1569, bears the following :— 

" Elizabeth Leigh, Davghter of Fran- 
cis Helton of Portsmouth, Gent. Hav- 
ing bio 10 years y* most loving and ver- 
tvovs wife of Edward Leigh of Shorwelt, 
Sent., departed this life j" first of July 
1621, and together with her two sonnes, 
John and Tho. Leigh, lyeth here in. 



j note that there a 
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eight tablets to different mem ben of the 
Rennet family, and one in the north 
aisle to General Sir Jama \ViUoughby 
Gordon, Bt, died January 4, 1851, ffilat 
TB, father of the late owner of North- 
court end the manor of Shot-well. 

The communion table (1661), tbe cha- 
lice (1699), and a curiously wrought 
patine, ere worth inspection. 

Thorlet, dedicated to St. Swithin, 
consists of a nave, chancel, and south 
porch, without any tower. I tf erection U 
attributed to A micia de Clare, Countess 
of Devon, who bestowed it upon the 
priory of Cbristchnrch. One of its 
' vicars was the Rev. William Petty, uncle 
of tbe celebrated Sir W. Petty, and em- 
ployed by the Earl of Arundel in the 
collection of the A runddian Marble*. 

Yeutnor — St. Catherine's (Bev. J. 
Msrlaud) is the parish church; a hand- 
some building, designed by Mr, Robert 
Ebbels; consists of a nave, short chancel, 
aisles, and tower, with spire 110 feet 
high. It was erected in 1837, at the 
sole expense (£3400) of J. Hambrough, 
Esq., of Steepbill Castle, who also pro- 
vided an endowment of £1000 ; built a 
parsonage, at an outlay of £2500; and 
rebuilt the National Schools. Length, 
69 a; width, 36 ft. 6 in. 

V * st j Oil - Ifolp Trinity Vhvi-eh, near 
Bonchurcb, a handsome building, in 
Early Decorated style, was erected in 
1661-2, at tbe cost of Mrs. Thompson, 
Mrs. Tulliett, and Hiss Percy, on con- 
dition a daily service was performed. 
It consists of a nave, aisles, chancel, 
transept, and recessed entrance. The 
tower, with open belfry windows, is 
crowned by a tall and shapely spire. 
Architect, Mr. Giles of Taunton. 

Whip pi rohan.— The church here was 
one of William Fits-Osbert's gifts to Lire 
Abbey. The present edifice consists of 
nave, aisles, chancel, transepts, and 
central tower and spire; and owes its 



present dimensions and appearance to 
the liberabty of Her Majesty, who 
worships hen during her residence at 
Osborne. The plans were approved by 
the late Prince Consort, and the bnild- 
ing was completed in 1861. A splendid 
marble memorial to the Prince has been 
placed in the chancel by Her Majesty. 
Tbe richly carved font was designed by 
their Koysi Highnesses the Princesses 
Christian and Louise. The rectory of 
Whippingham is held by the Bev. Canon 
Prothero. 

Whipfisohjm — St. Jama'i, Eaot 
Ctfwetj was designed and the site pre- 
sented by tbe architect Nash, and the 
foundation-stone laid by the Queen 
(tben Princess Victoria) and the late 
Ducbees of Kent, September 6, 1831. 
In 1S6S-70, the church was greatly 
altered and enlarged from the plana of 
Mr. Hetlyer, and it retains little, if any, 
of its Saihian characteristics. 

Whitweii., formerly a ehapelry to 
Niton, but with parochial privileges. 
Consists of two distinct clapela in one 
building,— that of " Our Lady of Whit- 
well," and that of "St Eadigund." 
The latter is now the chancel, which has 
recently been well restored (I860) at a 
cost of £200, and belonged to Gatcombe, 
whose rector is bound to pay an annual 
sum for its support. The former baa 
always been supplied by tbe rector of 



Niton. 



The I 



iblin; 



Early English, a 
to have been erected about the time of 
Henry III. The pulpit and reading- 
desk cost 61s, in 1623-4. De Estur, 
Lord of Gatcombe, founded "the chan- 
try of Our Lady." 

The living has recently been separated 
from Niton, and Whitweii now forms an 
independent parish. The present rector 
is the Bev. li. H. Oliver. 

Woottos, dedicated to St. Edmund, 
consists only of a nave and chancel, and 
is a small but ancient building, with 
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little of interest in its architectural 
features. The doorway has a fine Boi 
man. arch. 

Wootton wag rendered Independent of 
Whippingham by Walter da Insula, 
the reign of Henry III., who then built 
a email chapel in connection with hia 
manor- house, and endowed it with cer- 
tain glebe, arable, and pasture lands. 
This edifice was destroyed by fire, and 
rebuilt, temp. Edward IT. 

The patronage remained with the De 
LUla (or De Insula) family for centuries, 
but, upon the eitinction of the male line, 
passed into other hands, and finally into 
the Popham family. 

The living is a rectory (Rev. R. H, 
Scott), valued at £240, and in the 
patronage of P. W. Popham, Esq. 

YiRMODTH— St. James's {Rev. S. 
Blackbnw), In our notice of the town, 
we have sketched the fortunes of its 
church, which was built, as we have 
there pointed out, in the reign of Charles 
I., and not, as is usually stated, in 1643. 
The edifice then erected stood at the east 
end of the town, and was pulled down on 

The present building, consisting of a 
nave, chancel, aisles, and small chapel 
near the chancel, was thoroughly repaired 
in 1831, chiefly at the eipense of the late 
D. Alexander, Esq., who also raised the 
tower (30 feet) to its present height. The 
gallery was built by the corporation. 

Mcnmmentt, &c.— In the chapel there 
is a very fine marble statue of Sir Robert 
Holme*, in complete armour, placed in 
an arched recess, and snpported by a 
massive pedestal. A long Latin inscrip- 
tion (written by Dr. Freind) records the 
deeds of this gallant admiral, once 
governor and captain of the Wight, but 
no translation or repetition of it is neces- 
sary, as they are set forth in full in the 
early pages of this volume. The monu- 
ment was erected by his sou, Henry 
Holmes, lieutenant - governor of the 



There is also a monumental tablet to 
Henry, the son of Thomas Lord Holmes, 
died June 11, 1751, sstat 5; and to 
Thomai, Lord Holmes, himself, died 
July 7, 1784, »tat65. 

A tablet with urn, sculptured by 
Nollekens, purports to have been erected 
by Tice-Admiral Biggs, in 1802, to a 
Captain John Urry; and in the pave- 
ment are various slabs to the memory of 
WWum Hide, alderman of the town, 
died May 21, 1646; his wife, Mary 
Hide, died 12th April, 1660 ; and hia 
son William, died 8th March, 1679. 
Also, to Peter PryavLe, alderman of 
Southampton, died 11th June, 1644. 
A painted window of good design has 
been placed in the church by the rector, 
as a memorial to two of his children, re- 
presenting the Saviour and the Virgin 
Mar; encircled by little children. 



reign of Edward I. In the first of Queen 
Mary, this manor was purchased by 
German Richards, Esq., in whose family 
it continued for two centuries. It was 
then bequeathed to a Rev. Mr. Wright, 
and continued with bis successors, until 
the death of J. A.Wright, Esq.. of Crows- 
ley Park, Oxford, in 1822. The manor 
and advowson of the church were subse- 
quently purchased by Admiral Sir 
Graham Eden Hamond, Bart., of Nor- 
ton Lodge, near Freshwater. 

All that is noticeable in this pleasant 
little church is the fine Norman door- 
equally fine Norman arch 
which separates the nave from the chan- 
cel. Most of the ancient casements have 
been blocked up, and hideous modern 

induws inserted by those demons ol 

isrule, the churchwardens of the last 
generation. 

The living is a rectory (Rev. William 
Lee), valued at £210 per annum, and in 
the gift of Admiral Sir Andrew Ha- 
mond, Bart. 
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We propose to conclude our Handbook 
to tbe Isle of Wight with brief biogra- 
phical sketches of those of its worthies 
whose care era hare not been detailed in 
the preceding pages. 

Dr. Thomas Fittis, the son of Captain 
Thomas Pittis, wasbornatKiton, about 
1635. Where he was educated his bio- 
graphers have not recorded, but in 1862 
we find him entered aa a commoner at 
Trinit7 College, Cambridge. After 
graduating as B.A., he removed to Lin- 
cola College, where "he was esteemed 
by his contemporaries a tolerable dig. 
pntant," But the monarchical principles 
which he introduced into all his speeches, 
were then held in disfavour by tbe uni- 
versity authorities, and, in 1658, he was 
expelled from his college. 

After the restoration he was amply 
compensated for his losses by being 
appointed to the rectory of Qataombe. 
In 1665 he obtained the degree of B.D., 
and in 1670, D.D., and chaplain in ordi- 
nary to the king. Bishop Morley gave 
him the good living of Holyrood, South- 
ampton, and the king bestowed the rec- 
tory of Lutterworth, in Leicestershire, 
which he exchanged for that of St. 
Botolph, Bishopsgate. The latter be 
held in conj unction with Holyrood and 
Gateombe, and the lectureship of Christ 
Church, Newgate Street, until his death, 
December 28th, 1687. He was buried 
at Qatcombe, or, according to some 
authorities, at Niton. 

His works consist of Occasional Ser- 
mons, a Private Conference on the Obli- 
gation of Oaths, a Discourse on Prayer, 
" and a Discourse concerning the trial of 
the Spirit. — Wood'i A thence. Oxen., and 
Chalmers' Biographical Dictionary. 



This gallant seaman was born at Ling- 
field, about 1648, of reputable parents, 
from whom, it is said, at an early age, 
he ran away to sea. A curious story is 
told of his early adventures : he was 
apprenticed to a taiior at Niton, and one 
day, while sitting on his shopboard, 
observing a squadron of men-of-war off 
the coast, he suddenly ran down to the 
shore, sprung into a boat, and rowed to 
the admiral's ship, where he was re- 
ceived as a volunteer. His boat, which 
he cast adrift, was afterwards picked 
up; and bis hat being found upon the 
shore, his friends naturally concluded be 
wasdrowned. Meanwhile, thesquadron 
fell in with a French fleet, and an engage- 
ment took place, Hobson, or Hops™, 
grew impatient at its duration, and in- 
quired of a comrade for what object tbe 
two fleets contended. " Being told that 
the action mnst last till the white ra^at 
the enemy's masthead was struck, he 
exclaimed, 'Oh, if that's ait, 111 see 
what I can do.' At this moment tho 
ships of the two admirals were engaged 
yanl-arm and yard-arm, and both ob- 
scured in smoke." Hopson, observing 
this circumstance, ascended the rigging, 
and, nnperoeived, gained the main-yard 
of the French vessel. Mounting with 
the utmost celerity to the main-top-gal- 
lant-maBt-head, he seized the flag, and 
returned with it in triumph. "The dis- 
appearance of the flag was soon noticed ;" 
the British shouted "Victory;" the 
French were dismayed, and the battle 
was won. Whereupon Hopson was 
immediately promoted. 

Notwithstanding the circumstantiality 
of this wonderful story, ws are bound to 
pronounce it a fiction. All that is really 
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known of Hopson's early career ia, that 
he left hia birth-place while a bo;, and 
entered the navy. (He did not, by the 
way, return to hia friends until he was 
an admiral, when he suddenly surprised 
them with a visit.) Bat victories are 
not won by auch accidents as that which 
the compilers of the Isle of Wight guide- 
books hare loved, for many years, to 

Hopson sorted in the Dutch war in 
1672, and, by a steady discharge of hie 
duties, gradually obtained promotion. 



James II. L 
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maud of the Banudvent: 
succeed in binding him to his cause. 
Hopson cordially acceded to the revolu- 
tion which placed William III. on the 
English throne, and was rewarded with 
an appointment to the command of a 60- 
gun ship, the York, which he handled 
skilfully in the battle off Beachy Head, 
leading the rear division of the red 
squadron under Sir George Booke. 

In 1693 he was promoted to Rear- Ad- 
miral of the Blue, and. in due time, be- 
came Vice-Admiral of that division. He 
blockaded Dunkirk, August 1694, and 
gradually grew in public estimation as a 
trustworthy and gallant seaman. 

Having been promoted in March 1702 
to Vice- Admiral of the Red, he went as 
second in command to Sir George Booke 
in the expedition against Cadiz, and gal- 
lantly led the van in the hot fight off 
Vigo. For bis services he was knighted 
(November 29, 1702), and the Queen 
settled upon him a pension of £600 per 
annum, with a reversion of £300 to his 

He represented Nei 



li 1705, i 



e, died oi 



c 12th 

October 1717, aged about 69. — Char- 
nock't Bioffraphia Jfavalii; Campbell'i 
Admirals. 
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the 26th July 1635. As a child he was 
of a very weakly frame, but his temper 
was sprightly and his mind active, and 
bo ready was his intellect, that his father 
determined to bring h i m up to the Church . 
His natural appetite, however, was for 
mechanics. He invented curious toys; 
made a wooden clock which marked the 
time; and built a ship, a yard long, 
which fired guns by machinery. 

After his father's death, which hap- 
pened in 1648, he was placed with Sir 
Peter Lely, but the smell of the oils 
brought on intense neuralgic pains, and 
incapacitated him for work. Dr. Busby, 
of Westminster School, therefore, took 
charge of him, and supported him while 
he attended on that foundation. His 
mental powers here made a rapid de- 
velopment, and we are told that he 
taught himself the organ, and invented 
thirty different modes of flying ! 

He removed in 1653 to Christ Church 
College, Oxon, and speedily attracted the 
attention of the scientific notabilities of 
that learned university. He made the 
acquaintance of the Hon. Bobert Boyle, 
and Dr. Seth Ward, the Savilian Pro- 
fessor, and applying himself to the im- 
provement of the pendulum, invented in 
1653 the pendulum watch. He also 
completed the air-pump, and perfected 
several astronomical instruments. 

Such was his scientific reputation, 
that on the establishment of the Royal 
Society in 1662, he waa appointed the 
Curator of their experiments. In the 
following year he graduated at Oxford as 
M-A., and, in 1664, the Royal Society 
elected him Professor of Mechanics. 

His Mitrographia, a description of the 
results of experiments made by magnify- 
ing glasses, appeared in 1665 ; his 
Lampas, on improvements in lamps, in 
1667 ; and his Philosophical Culltctiom 

in 1681. 

In the beginning of 1637 he lost bis 
niece, Mrs. Grace Hooke, who had lived 
with him for many years, and his temper, 
always irritable, now became inaupport- 
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ably harsh and cynical. He bad already 
quarrelled with Helvetins and Sir Isaac 
Newton, and for the remainder of his 
life was continually on the alert to attack 
a foe's error or a friend's weakness. 

Robert Hooks died at his lodgings in 
Graham's College, March 3, 1702, and 
was buried at St Helen's Bishopgate. — 
Waller', Lift of Hooke; Birch'i Hoyal 
Society; and Ward') Livet of the 
Graham Profators. 



Dr. Thomas James was boru in New- 
port, about 1670, of a reputable family, 
which had been settled in the borough 
for many years. He was the fifth son of 
John James and Jane ADnemon, of 

He received his education at Winches- 
ter, and afterwards removed to New 
College, Oxon,*— his fellow-student at 
both places being the famous Dr. Cole. 
At Oxford lie laboured with such zeal 
and assiduity as speedily to distinguish 
himself among the learned, and gained 
tnedegreeofM.A.inl699. 

Sir Ihomaa Bodloy was at that time 
completing the valuable library which 
has worthily immortalized his name, and 
Mr. James, to prove his fitness for the 
post of librarian, collated the MSS. of 
the PKilobibli&n of Richard of Durham, 
and published a corrected text. In the 
following year (1600) be produced bis 
Edoga Oxonto-Cantabrigienirii.f These 
works, and his just repute for high 
scholastic attainments, procured him the 



position he coveted, and in 1502 he was 
appointed the First Keeper of the Bod- 
leian Library, whereupon he left his col- 
lege. So extensive was his erudition, 
that be received the Haltering appellation 
of " the Living Library," and it gained 
from quaint old Puller the following 
eulogium: "On serious consideration, 
one will conclude the library made for 
him, and he for it; like tallies, they so 
fitted one another. Some men live like 
moths in libraries, not being better for 
the books, but the books the worse for 
them, which they only soil with their 
fingers. Not so Dr. James, wbo made 
use of books for his own and the public 
good. He knew the age of a manuscript 
by looking upon the face thereof, and by 
the form of the character would conclude 
the time wherein it was written." 

In 1611 he was honoured with the 
diploma of D.D., and shortly afterwards 
received, unsolicited, the rectory of 
Mungeham in Kent, and the sub- 
deanery of Wells. In 1620 he was ap- 
pointed a Justice of the Peace, and re- 
signed his post as librarian, after having 
held it for eighteen years, with erer-in- 
creasing repute. In a letter to a friend, 
in 1624, be speaks of the studies which 
now engrossed him: "I have of late 
given myself to the reading only of MSS., 
and in them I find so many and so preg- 
nant testimonies, either fully for our re- 
ligion, or against the Papists, that it is 
to be wondered at." He writes also to 
Archbishop Usher, with whom he often 
corresponded, to acquaint him of his suc- 
cess in removing Papistical corruptions 
from the MSS. of the Fathers, and states 
that in thirty quires of paper he had re' 
stored no legs than three hundred cita- ' 

Ha felt so deeply the benefits that Pro- 
testantism would derive from a thorough 
purgation of the manuscripts of the early 
"iristian writers, that in the Convoca- 

n held with the Parliament of Oxford, 

1625, he moved that a commission 

might be appointed for the purpose of 
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examining the manuscript Fathers in all 
public and private English libraries, that 
the perversions of Papistical commenta- 
tors might be detected and removed. To 
this design, it is supposed, the great 
Camden alludes: "Thomas James Ox- 
oniensis, vir eruditna et verd ^tWptflAot, 
qui se totnm literia et libris involvit, et 
jam public! boni studio in Anglias Biblio- 
thecia excutiendis (Dens opus secundet !) 
id molitur, quod Reipublicie literariie 
imprimia erit usui." — [Thomas James, 
of Oxford, an erudite man and an ardent 
lover of books, who gives himself up 
wholly to letters ; and is now searching 
the libraries of England from a desire to 
benefit the public, designs (may Ood 
prosper his labours !) that which will be 
of notable assistance to the republic of 
letters.]— He pointed out to the members 
of Convocation, as be had previously 
done to Archbishop Usher, the small 
expense at which his plan might be 
carried out, but he failed to secure their 

This learned and enthusiastic Protes- 
tant, who well deserved the character 
given him by Anthony Wood, of being 
" the most industrious and indefatigable 
writer against Popery that had been 
educated at Oxford since the Reforma- 
tion," died at Oxford in 1629, and was 
buried towards the upper end of New 
College Chapel, Oxon. 

His principal works are— an edition of 
the Philabiliion, published in 1599 ; 
Mdoga Oxonio-Cantabrigiensie, 1600; 
Cypriaaut Rtdivimi*. and Spicilegivm 
divi Auguitini, published with the 
Bcloga ; CatrUogut LUrrorum in Biblio- 
. Went Bodleitmd, 1608, which Joseph 



a tatter 



■ Usher, Jam 



nore assistants, at £10 to £90 year];, 



ompare the Greek translations by the Papists." 
its metal labours were cut short by fleatb. 



Scaliger praised ; Apology for. John 
WicUi$t, 1608 J TrealUe on the Corrup- 
tion of Scriptures, Council!, and Fatheri, 
1611; JemiC Downfall threatened, 1612; 
Vindieia Oregoriana, 1625 ; Specimen 
Corraptelanim PonHficiorum t'n Cypri- 
ano, Ambrotio, Grtgorio Magno, &c, 
1626. — Berry't Ocnealogiei ; Wood't 
Athena Oxonientu; Uther't Life and 
Lettert; Fvlltr'i WorOuetj Biog. Bri- 
tannica, Svjppl. to, && 



Mr. Richard Jamea was the third son 
of Andrew Jamea, third son of John 
James and Jane Annemon, of New- 
port, and Dorothy, daughter of Philip 
Poore, of Deringtoo, in the county of 
Wilts. His father was an elder brother 
of the Dr. Thomas James whose virtues 
we have already noted. 

He was born in Newport about 1592 ; 
was probably educated at Winchester; was 
certainly admitted a scholar of Corpus 
Chriati Coll ege on the 23d Seplem ber 1 608. 
Hia progress was rapid, for in February 
1611,— when be waa acarcely IB years 
old,— he obtained hie degree as Bachelor 
of Arts. In January 1615 he won the 
higher honour of M.A.; and, after no 
long interval, the greatest university 
distinction which he ever obtained, a 
Bachelorship of Divinity. At this time 
he was in the habit of preaching fre- 
quently. 

He travelled much, though at whose 
cost we find it impossible to discover. He 
visited Wales, Scotland, Shetland, and 
even Greenland ; and certainly extended 
his peregrinations to Russia (1618-19). 
According to one authority, he went to 
Newfoundland as "a miniater." 

On his return ha resumed his pulpit 
duties, and, we are told, preached three 
sermons concerning- the obaervation of 
Lent— one of them without a text, a 
second against the observance, a third 
"beside it."— Wood't Athen. Oxon., ii. 
Hia fame for scholarship rapidly extend- 
ed, and eoon secured him the patronage 
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and friendship of Sir Robert Cotton. 
Even the erudite Selden is constrained 
to speak of him as " vir roultijugi atudi 
que i nde fat [gab ilia ; " and his greatest 
detractor, Sir Sjmond d'Ei 
accusing him of being "atheistical and 
profane," admits he was " witty and mo- 
derately learned." Wood affirms that, 
had be obtained a sinecure or a prebend, 
" the laboure of Hercules would have 
seemed to him a trifle." "He wi 
Wood adds, "a very good Grecian, poet, 
an excellent critic, antiquary, di 
and admirably well skilled in the Saxon 
and Gothic Languages." 

He arranged and classified Sir Robert 
Cotton's valuable library, but is accused 
by Sir Syraond d'Ewes of lending 
Sir Robert's most precious MSS. for 
money, and of neglecting many importan 
works in his zeal for perusing the prici 
leas tomes that passed through his hand: 

In 1629 he incurred the displeasure c 
the Privy Council, and involved in his 
troubles the Earls of Bedford, Somerset, 
and Clare, his benefactor Sir R. Cotton, 
James St, John, Burrell, and the erudite 
Selden. It is said that he lent a rare 
MS. — purporting to show " how a prince 
might make himself an absolute tyran " 
— to young St. John, who, surprised 
ite contents, placed it in the hands of 
his friends.* At last it reached Sir 
Robert Cotton himself, who, we are told, 
was ignorant that the manuscript had 
ever had a place in his library, and em- 
ployed a young man resident in his 
house to transcribe it. This "untrusty 
fellow " made several copies, and disposed 
of them for his own advantage. One 
got into the hands of Wentworth, after- 
wards Earl of Strafford, who brought it 
to the notice of the Privy Council. Sir 
Robert Cotton's library was thereupon 
sealed up ; the offenders committed to 
the Tower ; and the terrors of the Star 
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Chamber brought to bear upon them. 
After a brief interval they were released; 
bat Sir Robert's anxiety brought on a 
ratal disease, and he died on the 6th of 
May 1631. 

The chief literary work in which James 
was engaged, but to the successful prose- 
cution of which bis poverty proved an in- 
superable obstacle, was a new " Life of 
Thomas a Becket," and his uncle-in a 
letter to Archbishop Usher — thus eulo- 
gises both the work and its author. After 

paint Becket as "anarch-rebel," not "an 
arch-saint, "he adds,— "he isof strength, 
and well both able and learned to effec- 
tuate somewhat in this kind, critically 
seen both in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, 
knowing well the languages both French, 
Spanish, and Italian, immense and be- 
yond all other men in reading of the 
MSS., of an extraordinary style in pen- 
ning .... such a one as I could wish 
your lordship had about you ; but pan- 
prrtaa inimica bonit eat moribua, and 
both fatherless and motherless, and 
almost (but for myself) I may say (the 
is pity] friendless." 
died of a quartan ague, induced 
tense and unremitting study and 
great privations, at the house of Sir 
Thomas Cotton,* Westminster, in 1638, 
bequeathing to posterity a considerable 
number of valuable MSS., and a few 
published tractates, which display nn- 
nsual erudition. 

His principal works are, — Poemota 
_ utdim in mortem daritiinti viri Ro- 
berti Cutttmi, et Thonue Allen, published 
1633 ; several Sermons in Latin and 
iglish ; and a translation of " Minutiut 
fix" and "Octantu," published in ' 
36. His more important MSS. (of 
lich he left no less than forty-five), 
.', — Dtcanonaaiio Thoma Cantuari- 
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emit el tuorum, in 760 pages, being the 
work allnded to by Dr. James; Com- 
meataria in Evangelism. Sanai Johan- 
nis, in two parts ; Wota in aliquot loan 
Biblice; Epistoke ad amicoi too) ductal ,- 
JSpiffra.nu in Latin and English; Realm) 
concerning the attempt! on the Livei of 
Great Personage); Two Sermon); Iter 
Lancwtrenee, in terse, published by the 
Camden Society ; Glotsarium Saxonicam 
Anglican; Jtutsian Dictionary ; Obser- 
vation) made in hi) Travel) through 
some parts of Wales, Scotland, Shetland, 
Geeenland, fas.; and Observations on 
Russland, — forming twenty- four volumes 
quarto, and seven folio. The " Antiqai- 
tates Insula Vecta," hitherto unpub- 
lished, is preserved among his MSS. in 
the Bodleian, and though evidently the 
preliminary to a large and elaborate wort, 
may be regarded aa a favourable speci- 
men of his Latinity.— Wood'* Athena! 
Oxonienta; Usher') Life and Letter) ; 
Nicholson') Historical Library; Sir 
Sffmond d'Ewet' Diary; Court and 
Timet of Charles I. ; Gentlemen'* Maga- 



Thomas Fleming, Knight, and Lord 
Chief Justice of the King's Bench, was 
bom at Newport. His father was a mer- 
cer and general trader, occupying "a 
house on the east side of the entrance to 
the Com Market from the High Street, 
on the site where the house now occupied 
by Mr. Avery stands." The family was 
of respectable extraction, and had long 
been connected with the Isle of Wight. 
One " John Fleming and Hawiae his 
wife" were suitors against "Thomas 
Blake, for lands in Horingford," in tha 
o2d of Henry III. (1268). They had a 
son named Hugh. In 1497 (12 Henry 
VII.), a John Fleming is recorded as 
bailiff of Newport — an office he again 
tilled twenty-three years later (1520). 
In the Hampshire Visitation made by 
the heralds in this reign, his nam 



curs — a proof of the exwilence of his 
position. He died in 1531, tearing a 
eon, by his wife Isabel), also named John, 
who married Dorothy Harris in 1543, 
and had a son Thomas, born in April 
in the following year. 

He received his education in tha school 
at Godshill, then the principal resort of 
the sons of the opulent, and afterwards 
proceeded to Oxford. In 1570 (Feb. 13) 
he was married at St. Thomas's, New- 
port, to Mary James,* his cousin, the 
daughter of Dr. Mark James, physician- 
in-ordinary to Queen Eliiabeth. He 
next entered upon the stndy of the law ; 

rapid that, in 1594, he was called to the 
degree of Serjeant ; shortly afterwards 
made Recorder of London; and on the 
promotion of Sir Edward Coke to the 
Attorney-Generalship, was preferred by 
Lord Treasurer Burleigh to the dignity 
of Solicitor- General (1595). It has been 
conjectured that his rapid preferment 
was partly owing to the influence of the 
queen's cousin, Sir George Carey (after- 
wards Lord Hunsdon), then captain of 
the island, and resident at the castle, 
while Mr. Fleming resided at the Priory 
of Cariabrooka. The lease of the Priory 
he had purchased from Sir Francia Wal- 
aingham, the Secretary of State. "That 
some powerful influence," it has been 
aaid,t"was exercised [at this time] in 
favour of Newport interests, may be in- 
ferred from the fact that, at the same 
time that Fleming held the office of So- 
licitor- General, his two cousins. Pre. 
Edce t and James, were also attached to 
the queen's household— the former, the 
son of a clothier who dwelt at the corner 
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house in the Cattle Market, being chap- 
lain- in-ordinary in addition to his pre- 
ferments of Rector of Freshwater and 
Dean of Worcester; and the other, Dr. 
James, whose father, Mark James, was 
a merchant, and lived in the house in 
which Sir Thomas Fleming was born, 
was physician- in-ordinary, and daily read 
to the queen." It is worth noting that 
the immortal Bacon was a rival candidate 
for the Solicitor- Generalship. 

In loOl he was returned to the House 
of Commons as the representative of a 
Cornish borough. He broke down com- 
pletely in his maiden speech (November 
20th), and was so dismayed by his failure 
that he never again addressed the house. 
Nevertheless, he was returned to several 
parliaments as member for Southampton. 
On the accession of James I. he was re- 
appointed Solicitor- General ; and in the 
following year (1604) was knighted, and 
elevated to the bench as Chief Baron of 
the Exchequer. In this capacity be 
tried, in conjunction with the other 
judges, the notorious Guy Pawkes and 
tie fellow-plotters; but "he followed," 
says Lord Campbell aneeringly, " the 
useful advice for subordinate judges on 
such an occasion — ' to look wise, and say 

As a lawyer, however great his talents, 
he was not free from the prevailing rice 
of the great men of the age— a leaning 
towards the exaltation of the < 
his decision in the great "Case of Impo- 
sitions" was an injustice to the subject. 
The particulars of the case are briefly 
these : Shortly after the accession " 
King James, parliament had imposed 
import duty upon currants of 2s. 6d. p 
;wt. The king, of his own will, raised 
the duty to 10s. There is always to be 
found in similar conjuncture! 
termined enough to assert the rights of 
the people. On this occasion, on* ~ 
a Levant merchant, refused to i 
monarch's additional 7s. 6d., and 
Ingly was prosecuted by the law officers 
of the crown in the Court of Exchequer. 



The 



point 



at i 



Could the sovereign, of his own volition, 
a revenue by the imposition either 
of taxes or import duties t Fleming de- 
cided in favour of the crown — a, decision 
legally correct, but opposed to the spirit 
of the English constitution, and calcu- 
lated to annihilate English freedom. 

In 1607, on the death of Sir John 
Popham, this able lawyer was elevated 
to the post of Lord Chief Justice of Eng- 
land. He enjoyed his high dignity, how- 
ever, but six years, dying suddenly on 
the Tth of August 1613. On his return 
from the Northern Circuit, he bad given 
to his servants and farm-labourers what 
is called in Hampshire a " hearing day." 
After joining in the blithesome revels, he 
went to bed, apparently in sound health, 
but was taken suddenly ill, and died be- 
fore morning. He was buried in the 
parish church of North Stonebam, where 
a stately monument records the nume- 
rous successes of his career. It is orna- 
mented with recumbent whole-length 
figures of the Chief Justice in his robes, 
with his official insignia; and Ms wife, 
with ruff and hood, and the singular 
waist favoured by ladies of the Tudor 
era. Underneath is the following in- 
scription, as truthful, perhaps, as most 
monumental legends : — 

"Inmost Assvred Hope of A Blessed 
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Biased Eitata By re Space Of 43 Tma 
Haling By Har !n that TyiBB 1* CMldrail, 8 
Sonnei uid 7 DniKlitors, Of Wliotn 3 Sonnee A 
s Da.ghicrj Died In Ui» Llfa Tima, And 
Afterwards In Rlpanen of Age and FnlnBM Of 
Hnppla Taru yt Is lo Sale ye 7th Dsy of 
Avgvit lfll» In ye 69 Tears of His Age, Ha 
Left Thii Ufa For a Better, LeaTing Alio 
Behind Him Livings Together With Hla Vir- 

6 Soones ft 3 Davghtera," • 
In 1608 Sir Thomas obtained from 
James I. a Charter of Incorporation for 
bin birth-town, which provided for the 
election of a mayor instead of tbe ancient 
bailiff. Just before bis death he had 
assisted in the establishment of a free 
grammar school ; but the completion of 
this project was reserved for his son. Sir 

It may be added, that his liberality to 
his kin kept pace with the growth of his 
fortunes. Thus, in 1673, while living at 
the " Priorie of Carisbrooke," he trans- 
ferred to bis wife's father his corner tene- 
ment, with " tbe shoppes and loftea 
thereto belonging," which be held of tbe 
bailiff and burgesses of Newport, " in 
the south side of the High Strea teat the 
west end of the Flesh Shambles," being 
tbe house formerly occupied by his 
father. 

Sir Thomas amassed considerable 
wealth, and purchased various estates— 
the principal being Hyde Abbey, the 
Stoneham estate, and the Priory of Ca- 
risbrooke, of tbe Earl of Southampton; 
and the Quarr lands of two Southamp- 
ton merchants, named John and George 
Mills.— Scorn's paper in Isle of Wight 
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Mercury, Lord CampbeW* Live* of Me 
Chief Justice*, Surke't Landed Gentry, 
Eng. Bittaria, LtfeofJanu* I., Berry'* 
Qeneatogiei, die. 



It wonld be ont of place here to at- 
tempt any exposition of tbe great educa- 
tional services rendered by Dr. Arnold, 
or to consider his merits as an historian, 
We must simply confine ourselves to s 
succinct statement of the principal facta 
of his too brief career. 

He was born at East Cowes, in tbe 
Isle of Wight, on tbe 13th of Jane 1795, 
and named after Thomas, Lord Bolton, 
then gorernor of the island. His father, 
of an old Suffolk family, was collector of 
customs for the port of Cowes. After 
being educated at Warminster and Win- 
chester, he entered the University of 
Oxford in 1811. He took a first class 
at the degree examination in 1814 ; and 
in tbe following year was elected Fellow 
of Oriel College, While at Oxford he 
became acquainted with many men who, 
in after life, exercised a considerable in- 
fluence on English thought ; with tbe 
present Sir John Coleridge, the lamented 
Eeble, Copleaton, late Bishop of Llan- 
dafl", and Archbishop Whatelj. He was 
noted at college for the freedom and 
boldness of his political opinions, his 
erudition, his passionate love of poetry, 
and his scarcely less passionate love of 
country walks and bathing. 

He remained at Oxford, studying hard, 
and taking pupils, till 1819, when he 
settled at Laleham, near Staines, in 
Middlesex; took onto himself a wife, 
Mary, daughter of tbe Rev. John Pen- 
rose, a Nottinghamshire rector; and 
commenced receiving pupils to prepare 
for the universities. He had been or- 
dained deacon in the Church of England 
prior to his marriage, but delayed taking 
priest's orders until 1823. Owing to the 
conscientious scruples he entertained in 
reference to some portions of the Thirty- 
Nine Articles, and the Athauaaian Creed. 
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ne years, 
and t here hi a siz eldest children were born . 
He was slowly acquiring a reputation as 
an able tutor and an educational re- 
former of large and liberal views; and 
Lis friend Dr. Whately, appreciating the 
resources of hia intellect, and anxious to 
see them employed in a broader field, 
prevailed upon him, in 1823, to offer 
himself as a candidate for the head- 
mastership of Rugby Grammar School. 
Hia influential testimonials and bright 
Christian character decided the trustees 
to appoint him to the vacancy. He 
entered upon his duties in August 1828; 
and, until his death in 1842, continued 
in active superintendence of the school, 
which he completely re-organiied, and 
raised from a failing and insignificant 
position to one of brilliant influence. 
But he not only reformed Eugby; he 
reformed, by hia example and teaching, 
the public-school system of England; 
while, by his happy faculty of securing 
the love and confidence of his pupils, his 
clear insight into their character, and the 
force of his own personal purity and 
high-minded ness, he accomplished an 
amount of good in individual oasea which 
it is impossible to over-estimate. His 
modus operandi, and hia singular power 
over the minds and hearts of those with 
whom be came in contact, are very vividly 
illustrated in Mr. Hughes' popular work 
of " Tom Brown's School-Daya." 
Id 1841 Dr. Arnold was appointed, by 



Lord Melbourne, to the Professorship of 
Modern History at Oxford. He de- 
livered an inaugural course of lectures 
in the following year, which attracted 
a large and enthusiastic audience of 
students. 

Hia contributions to historical litera- 
ture were of an important character. 
Tfaey include a valuable edition of 
" Thucydides," and a " History of 
Borne," to the end of the Second Panic 
War, which is remarkable for close rea- 
soning, sagacious observations on man 
and events, and judicious and always 
dispassionate criticism. Among hia mis- 
cellaneous works may be mentioned bis 
"Sermons," hia "Commentary on the 
Hew Testament" (unfinished), and the 
inaugural lectures on "Modern History." 
But it was as a man rather than as a 
writer that Dr. Arnold waa great ; and 
he must be judged, not so much by hia 
works as by hia influence for good on 
his generation. 

He died very suddenly — of angina 
pectoris— on the 12th of June 1842, in 
the maturity of his powers, but only at 
the threshold, as it appeared, of a long 
career of literary usefulness. His life 
has been eloquently find powerfully 
written by Dean Stanley; and no one 
can read its interesting pages without 
appreciating his good and manly char- 
acter, his noble truthfulness, his chival- 
rous generosity, and his earnest, un- 
affected piety. 
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it CatUe (p. 79) ; Bast Coma (p. 71) ; 
jleuous od tbe bluff or the hill, East 
i Cowst Caille (p. IB! ; una the broad estuary 
ia Medina, with West Corns on It* 
: further bank, — M an. White's dockyard 
the Royal Yicht Club House (Wert 
;» Castle) principally attracting the at- 
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terminated (p. 7*). The cliffs here are oom- 
ternatlng heds ol clay and lime- 
itter abounding In fresh-water 
yrongonUss. In Thomsy Bay 
I [which we belt reach] similar Writ* MB U> 
' with layeis of blue day and nnd, 
jlng marine shells-' 1 Newton Bivsr 
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Starting from Rrui, weatward, we pass- 
SuciinflAanl FiUa,' WwtfieW, Sir Angusti 
Clifford'! seat (p. 121) ; Rydt Hi 












glossy foliage (p. 123) ; Binstcad (p. 113), 
where blight and blooming garden-grounds 
descend to the very margin of the sea (p. 
122) ; Quarr Abie), whoso wild rains an 
clearly discernible (pp. 118-116) ; Woolion 
Creek, running Inland through a wooded 
country (p. 118) ; King-i Kef,, tho small 
inlet associated by tradition with tbe 
memory of King John (p. 78) ; Barton, and 
Oiborne Woods Ip. 77) ; Oibome, with 111 
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ahellfl are here abundant, and the Cuihertn 
incrasjala and Neretina emcuxa are some- 
times round. Doubling flow Ledge, we enter 
Tolland Kay, characterlied by the lame 
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inre. Tbe height which overhung! Its 
idy ahore El Headon Bill (p. 149), where 
) visitor may obtain an abundant supply 
fossil sheila. Dr. Mantell particularly 
in/crates the following:— "Potomomya 
gsria, Potamldea concavus, P. plicatus, 

ids fuslformis, L. lougiscatus, Palndlna 
rolosa, hfelanopsia iuallorims, M. brerls, 
tmmoblasolida, and Crtneroa incrassata-" 



d doub 



reach Fre&waltr Bay. The points of In- 
terest along this line of coast are fully de- 
scribed at pp. 1*6-148. At Frethicater Gale 
(p. 115), or at the Tillage 2 mllei Inland (p. 
e paaa tbe night, and resume onr 



Campion Bay (p. 1' 
water to the lofty, n 
of A f tan, Cheasel and 

we pass Brook ffliw, 
lage, and voyage along ai 



]e Chine, Ship Ledge, 



Atherficld Point {see pp. 101, 102). Entering 

barren cilnTa, io terribly omlnoui to the 
mariner, and notice Whale, Walpan, and 
Btaetgong Chinee [p. 102] ; over tho last 



ijj Bocken End, ws observi 



Underclifflpp. 



tha wonderful region of the 
138-111} ; at Pvckaiter Cove 
King Charles II. landed in 






tt Dunnosi 



it; Shanklit 
rf Sundown 
. and fort of 



K wBh 



chalk e. 



(pp. 130, 131) J the i 

of the Culvert, which form the eastern ter- 
mination of P-embridoc Dawn {p. 119/, easily 
distinguishable by its obelisk; WhiUcHJf 
Bay, and " its highly inclined chalk strata ; " 
the dangerous ledge of the Foreland; Bern- 
bridQe Point and village (p. 119); the month 
of Brading ffiwi {p. 119) ; the old church 

sea-mark, on Its north-west bank; TPoten. 
House Point; tbe well-wooded shores and 
pleasant aantte of Priory Bay [p. 121], "» 

marls and limestones, being the only indica- 
tion of its geological structure ;" tho village 
ol Sea View Ip. 121), on a declivity which 
descends sharply to the sea-marge ; the low 
Salterns, bounded inland by a range of well- 
wooded hills; the little hamlet ol Spring 
Vale; SI. Clare Ip 123), formerly occupied 
by Colonel Vernon Harcourt; Appley Wood 
{p. 122) ; the long level of tha Etplanade; 
andiiyde-Pfcrlp, 107). 



QEOLOGICAI TOTJE. 



tmlne the chalkpits of Monnt|ov, 



hotels at Freshwa 

I night. 



Hill 



tnd Day'- Ei amine the strata of Headon 
good locality for fos- 
». uross tne Downs to Freshwater Qale, 
nd thence to Brook Point, where the fossil 
irest should be closely Investigated. Fro- 
ied by Brii to n, through A th erflc I d , to Black- 
ing Chine. Stop at Blackgang or Niton. 



3rd Day,— Walk along the TJnderoIiff vi 
St. Lawrence, Ven trior, Bonehnrch, and Ln 
combe, to Bhanlclin Chine. Numerous fa 
alii may be gathered in this yieinity, an 
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Day. — From Byde tti Niohani and 
r Abbey, and thence to CarisbrooXe 
6, Carlsbrooke Church, and remains of 



fjtd Day. —Through F resh wstc r m 

Hottlstone Church mud the Lo 
Thence to Briglntone. CrosstoBnwl 
Gnllibnry, sad Newbems (Celtic rel 
visit Shorwell Church. On to Newi 
3rd Day. — From Newport to Aneton 



Church. Thence to Kingston Church, Chale 
Church, and Ecclesiastical Relics In Chaie 
Abbey Farm. Tracesof Celtlco-Romanrosd 
andencampmentatNiton. Visit Klngiton, 
and pan through Godihill (Church) and Ap- 
art Day.— Visit St. Lawrence Chnrch. 
Beturu lo Tentnor, and then, through Bon- 
ohnrch (Old Chnrch!. to Shanklin (Church) 
and Brsdlng (Church). Crone to Aahey and 
Knighton. Back to Hyde. 



POIHTB OT VIET. 



Nkak Birm— Appley Wood. The 
near Bradfng, looking down npon Bradlng 
Haven. Bndlng Sown. Asher Dowi 

view ol Hyde, the Solent, and enrronj 



fine prospect of the Channel and the eonth 
ooaat of the island i> suddenly presented. 

Nkar BnraHBTOHB. — Brighatone Down. 
Mottlatone Down. On the brink of the hill 
over Calbdfcrnf. From St Catherine/a 
Down. The ridge above Niton. Looking 
out from Blackgug Chine. 

Niab Fbu 



. Chcaj 









— Csrisbrooke Castle. 



Nr»K Nlw 
The Keep. B 
near Qateombe. Aneton Down. Stapler 1 ! 
Heath. Monntjoy. The road near North 
Court. Shorwoll. On the road to Brigh- 
stone, where, having ai 



iwns. Froi 
From the Warren, looking down npon 
> Yarmouth, Norton, at the month of the 



rch Old Church. The bill over- 



TRAVELLEB'S BOOTHS. 
A Week's Kxcnrsion through th 



; and by Thorley (Chnrch) 



!rl Day.— Start from Hyde : To Blnstead 
(Chnrch) 1 mile ; Qnarr Abbey, mini of, 2 
m. ; Flah-hou» Creek, 1 m. ; through the 
coppice Into the high road, and by Wootton, 

George's Down, and across Shide Bridge, to 

t. Thomas's Church), 'lm. " 



Jrri .Ony. — From Yarmouth to Freshwater 
(Church), 2 m.; and serosa the Downs to 
Alum Bay (and the Needles), 8 m. ; to Freeh- 



i Down to Brook (C 
.), 2, m. ; to Matt 



ig Northwood, right, to Perkh 

and Reformatory!, 5 in. ; through . 



h, and petrified 
e (Church and 

Briiton Down 

ibe Down, and 
owborough, to 

(Church, and Northcourt House), 

Brighitooe, a m. 

iy.— From Brighatone, along the 



o Ci-llk 
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church [Church, Cliff., Downa, Sw.), 1 m. 
6th Day.— Ventnnr to Appnldurcoml 
(Houns), I m. I to Godthlll (Church), 2 m. 
New-church [Church And Una view*}, Si in 
to A p« (old fin ' 



01A Day. — Through Lnccomba (Chine) to 
Bhinklln [Chine, Church, Saudi, Ac), 4m ; 
to Sandown (Bay, Fort, Church), 2 m. ; Bem- 
bridge Down, a m. ; Yaysrland (Church and 
old Manor Honae), 1 m. ; finding (Church, 
Down, and Nnnwell Honae), 2m. ; St. Helen'H 
(Church ud Village). I m. ; Ben View, 1 m. ; 
Spring Vale, 1 m. ; Ejdo, 1 m. 



Fool" Days' Kicunrion from Hyde. 
1ft Day. — From Eyde to Ending, 4 to, ; 
it Hain't, a m ; eroaa, by ferry, to Bom- 
►ridge, and oyer the Downa to Yavarland, S 
q. ; Sandown, 2 m. ; Lako. 1 m. ; Shanklln, 
: m. ; Lncoombe, It m. ; fionchnrch, 1( m. ; 



ind Dun.— Veotnor to Steephill, and 
National Cottage HoapitaJ, 1 m. ; St. Law- 
renoe, 1 m ; Sandrock, S m, ; Niton, 1 m. ; 
Blackgang, Km.; Kingston, 3 m ; ShorweU, 
2 m ; Brliton, a m. | Mottistono, 2 m, ; 
- soke, 2 m. ; Freahwater Gate, S m. 






h (by c< 



jealngby ferry, 3 m.; Shalfleet 
wn, 1 DL ; Parkhnmt, 4 m.: 



Down, 2 m. 


Ryde, 4 m. 






Four Day*.' Excursion from Cowes. 








and Cat- 




to Whippinghsm 














,3m.; Oodahill, 






Inrcombe, 










-Tod tuor to Steephlll, 






n. ; Sandrock, 3 m 


Niton, 1 m. ; 






Brlghstoue, 


1 m. ; Moltiitone, 2 m. ; B 








Sate, g m. ; Alms 






3rd Day 


-Alum Bey to Y 




nth (by 



'ley. 1 « . 
Shalfleot, 3 m.; Newton, 1 m.; Pnrkhont, 
4 m. ; Carlabrooke, 1 m. ; Arreton, S m. ; 

WlDay.—Tljaa to Bradlng, 4 m. ; Yitbt- 
land, t m. : Sandown, 2 m. ; Shanklin, 2 m. ; 
LuccombB, 11 m. ; Bonohnrch, It m. ; Vent- 
nor, 1 m. ; Newchnrch, 4 m. ; Aabey Down, 1 
m. ; Newport, 4 BL ; by coach to Oowea, 4 m. 



Three Days' Eicnrcion from Byde. 

lit Day.-B.jaE to St. Helen'a, 4 m ; Bem- 
brldge, by ferry, 1 m ; Ynierland (Church 
ud Manor-Honae}, 3 j m. ; Sandown, 2 m ; 
ShankUn.Sm. ; T-uocom be,l r m. ; Bonchnrcb, 
It m_; Ventnor, lm.; Steephlll, 1 m.; St 
Lawrsnoe, 1 m. ; Niton, 3 m. 

t nd Dav— Sandrock, 1 m. ', Blackgang, 1 
m. ; Chalc. | m ; Klngaton, 2b m. ; North- 
conrt, 2 m. ; Brtghitone, a m. ; Mottlitone, 



Cowea, 4 m ;EaetCo»i 
WhJppiughem.llm.; 1 
Abbsy, 1 1 m. ; Ryds, 2 



DISTANCE TABLES. 





| 


f 


1 


! 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


2(lj 


11 


11* 


■s 


■a 


\ 


| 


s 


■23 




Be bridm i 


Bonohnrch 





Neod.. . :■■-..-.. . 

Bites 

Oiborne 

Puokmet clote 
Quit Abbey , .. 
Byd* 



Distances of Places from Hyde. 



AppIsT 

Bunilay 

Bomhridge (by ferry) . . 
Blnstead 



: Whipplnghirc 
YmrlW... 



Distances of Places from Newport. 



Csriibiooke. 
5k ' Osborne...., 



. 4 I Woottoii .. 
distances of Places from Veotnor. 



Appuldiircombe . . . 

Blsckgujg. 

Bonehuich 



J) I Ending 

. 7 Godsbill 

T St Lsinence. .. 
. 1 I Niton 



Byde 

.Sundown.... 

Shu kiln.... 
! Yirmonth. . . 
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Distances of Places from Freshwater Oats. 

Afton Down 2 I Needles 

Blackgnng 13 | Ryde 

TALES AHD DRIVES FOE TOUKISTB. 



Wilmington 

Yarmouth (by bridge).. 
Ventnor 



the flelds to Binstead (Church). Visit mini 
of Qnirr Abbey. Strike through the copse 
to Woo tton Bridge, and return by the road. 
For carriages or equestrians tbia route is 



the Old Rector; turn off to the right. Viiit 
Wootton Church. Keep serosa the fields to 
Palmer's Fun, and thence through Brock'i 
Coppice and Whipplngham Street, to Bal- 
lon and Oaborne. Deacend through East 
Coma Park (Eaat Cowes Castle on the right) 
to the terry, and'eroas to Weat Cowes. Re- 
turn to Eaat Cowes. Homeward by Whip- 
plngham Church, Into the Newport road, 
and return by Wootton = IT miles. Avail- 
able (or equestrians. 

8. From Ryde, along the shore to Bprlng 
Vale, Sea View, and Bradlng Haven. Visit 
Bembridge. Beturn by ferry, and ascend 
the hill to St. Helen's village. A turning 
to the left leads to St. Helen') Church. 
Thence by a by-road to the Priory, and 
pissing H Milestone Green and Fairy Hill, 
cross the fields to Spring Vale. Turn to 
the right, and return to Eyde by way or 
Pnckpool, St. Clare, and St. John's. Avail- 
able for pedestrians only = 3 miles 

4. By road to Bradlng, visit the church. 
Bullring, Nnnwell, (io. Aaceod the hill, 
turn to the left, and crossing Yarbridge, 
proceed to Yavsriand. Thence by the foot 
of Bembridge Down to Bembridge, Here 
the pedestrian may cross by the ferry, and 
return by route H. Carriages must return 
by the road they came = 11 miles. 

5. Afavouritenay'sjourney (for carriages) 

chnreh to Ventnor. The route homeward 
should be by Wroiall, Appnldurcombe, 
GodahiU, and Arreton, or by Wroiall, Ap- 
pulduroombe, Whileley Bank, Apae Heath, 
Newchurch and Aahey Down. 

6. Another day's Journey maybe throngh 
Newport and Shorwell to Brighatone, re- 
turning by way of Qatcombe and Arreton. 

1. Another day's journey should be to 



Blackgang Chine, through Arreton, Gods- 
hfU, and Chale, returning through Niton, 
Whitwell, GodahiU, Sandcwn (where atop 
to belt), and Bradlng. 

a. Through Newport to Carlsbrooke. 
After visiting the Castle, Ac., proceed 
through Long Lane to Arreton. Thence, 
by Knighton, to Aahey Down, and back to 
Eyde by Aldenuoor and Smallbrnok- IB 



brook, cross the Bradlng road, and keep 
down the hill, by Westrldge and Werthrook, 
to Sea View. Return by the shore; or, for 
carriages, by the road, passing Pnckpool, St. 
Clare, and Appley = 10 miles. 

10. Leave Ryde by St. John's, and keep 
along the Bradlng road to Whitfield Wood. 
Turn to the right, through the wood, and 
aacend Aahey Down. Beturn by the high 
road = 10. For pedestrians. 



11. From West Cowes to Egypt. Tnmto 
the left, and proceed by Debourn to Cockle- 
ton. Then, by way of Tinker's Lane, to 



Turn to the right, and keep along the wood 

Northwood = U miles. 

12. The pedestrians may keep along the 
shore to Gurnard Bay and Thorneaa As- 
cend by Whippence Farm into the road, and 
return by Tinker's Lane and CocUeton = a 

13. From Eaat Cowes to Whipplngham, 
cross by Whipplngham Street, throngh 
Brock's Coppice, and by Palmer's Farm to 
Wootton Church. Thence into the high 



Visit Carisbrooke, - 

and North wood = ] 
and pedestrians. 
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o Whipping*™. 
- Folly Inn, 



mirror Kra. Th< 
lb, and home by (he 

16. By Tinker'! Laos, Thorn™, and 
Forohfleld, toShalueet, Thence, by way o( 
Ningwood to Yarmouth. Return by rhor- 
ley and Shalfleot . For carriages and eques- 
trians = 26 inilea. 

17. From East Cowea, bj Wootton Bridge 
and yuan Abbey, through Bliuteid, to 



by Stony Crou and Elm Copee, to Shalfleet. 
RetnmbrPorohfield.Thi ' "" " 

Lane. For carriages = Lb mllet. 
utes sea pp. M, 
a Newport may 



IS, and Tinker's 






riding to 






IB. To Carltbrooke, along the Mall, or, 
leaving Newport by Node HilL crou 
Mountjoy, descend by tbe New Cemetery, 
and climb the bill to the Cattle. A whole 
day should be devoted to the Cattle, Church, 
and Soman Villa. 

20. From Newport to Nodgen. Climb 
Bowcombe Down. Keep In the track of 
tbe ancient Romano-British road (tbe tra- 
ject of tbe tin trade) to Howborongh Down. 
Eiaroine the arte of Britlah village. De- 
scend Into the high road by Bowborongh 
Farm. Keep iowardi Newport for about a 
mile, to Watergate. Turn to the right, 
and proceed by Oanaon'i Barn across tbe 
hill to Whitcomne. Cross Mountjoy to 
Node Hill, and so Into Newport = 11 miles. 
For pedeitriaiu only. 

2L From Newport, through Lang Lane, 
to Arreton. Croat Arreton and Beuly 
Down to Knighton. Thence, by Aahey and 
Bradtng Downi, to Brading. By the high 
raid to Rydo. Betnm by Biustead, tjuarr, 
Wootton, and Stapler'! Heath. A day't 
Journey for equeitrlanl and carriages. 

!S. From Newport, through Parkhurst 
and Northwood. to West Cowea. Crou by 
Ferry, and return through Whippingham 



Crosl and Swainstime (on the left) to 
bourne. Carrlagea return by tbe tame n 
Pedestrians may proceed south to 
bourne Bottom. Croat Brlgbttono I 



left, and pi 



to the 



Through Snowdrop Ltne. and by 
Hanson's Bam, Into the Shorwell road. 
Return through Carlabrooke = 13 miles. 

26. Carriage drive: AcroM Stapler's 
Heath, and by Wootton Bridge Into Ryde. 
Return through Haven Street to Arreton, 
and hy Long Lane Into Newport. 

26. Carriage drive : Through Shorwell to 
Brighetone. Thence to Chale and Black- 
gang, Return through Kingston and Gat- 

27. Carriage drive : Throngh Rookley, 
GodshiU, and Appuldurcomho into Veut- 
nor. Return through Shanklin to Lake, 
and home hy way of Apse Heath, Stick- 
worth, and Arreton. 

IS. Carriage drive : Through Shalfleet to 
Yarmouth. Return by way of Tborley and 



29. Through Calhourne, and act 
downs, to Freshwater Gate. Retun 
the downs to Brook Through Hot 
Brlghttone, and Shorwell, Into New 



path to Cook's Castle, thence, by Cow Pit 
Cliff, Into Shanklin through the town, and 
return by the beach jlf the tide aerves; at 
far as Luccombe, up the Chine, and throngh 
the Landslip and Bonchury Into Ventnor 

SI, Cross St. Boniface Down, and by 
Steven's Bnab, Rew Farm, and Span, reach 
Appuldurcombe Down. Descend into Sten- 
bury, and thence, throngh Whitwoll, to 

82. Along the Cnderclln" to Blackgang. 

thence, by WhltwelL to GodthllL Return 
by Whtteley Bank Into Shanklin, and back 
by tbe high road = 20 miles. 

83. Throngh St. Lawrence to Sandrock 
Hotel Return by Niton and Whitwell to 



Rew Fan 



id Stem 



From Ventnor, through Shanklin, 
Sandown, and Brading, into Ryde, and back 
by the same route. A carriage drive. 
86. From Ventnor, through WroialL to 
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a toubist's coup ah ion. 



Whiteley Bank. Thence, through Gode- 
blU, Rookley, andGatcombB, Into Newport. 
Visit Carlsbrooke. and put the sight at 
Newport. A carriage drive. 

So. From Newport, through Shorwell, to 
Brlghitone. Thence to Chile, Bad buck to 
Vontnor by the L'nderclirT. Available tor 
equestrians end carriages. 



87. From Sandown to Ysvexland. Cross 
Bembridge Down, ud through " the Pen- 
insula" to Bembridge. By ferry to St. 
Helen'!. Keep through the village into the 
Ending road. Thence Into Bradlng, and 
by Yerbridge to Sandown (or ShanUIn) = 
11 miles (Sandown). For podestriana 

33. Through Suidown ud Blading to 
r of Asusy Down, to 



fawokix 



Returi 



i Bowe 
i Cheverton, I 



. Re tun 






all to Whiteley Bank, 

Shanklin. About 14 miles (Shanklin). 

40. From Sandown to Lake and Cheverton. 
Thence to Apse Heath, and, turning to the 
left.keepsouthtoApisFarm. Cross through 
the woodlands ot America Into Shanklin, and 
return by the shore = 14 railed. 

11 From Sandown, nlongtbe shore, loLnc- 
cotabe Chine. Ascend the cliffs, and proceed 

42 From Shanklin to Languard (manor- 
house). Keep northward to Merry Garden, 
and north-salt to Nortbwood, Queen Bower, 
and Newchurch. Return by 'Wacklandi 
and (south-east) Pidford to Apse Heath. 
Then by Apse Farm and America, or by 
Ap» Farm and Cliff, Into Shanklin. Aboot 
10 miles. 

48. From Shanklin, by Whiteley Bank, 
to Oodshill, and thence, by Leshmere Pond, 
Northgronnd, i 



wall From Shorwell to Brighstono, and re- 
turn along tho ollffs to BIackgang=lS miles. 
48. Along the cliffs to Atherfleld Point, 
and home by the shore, If tho tide permits 

4T. Along the Underoliff to Vontnor, re- 
turning by Whitwell and Niton. For oar- 

48.ToSt. Cetherlne'sDown. Descondlnto 
Niton, and return by Westcliff and Sandrock 
to Fucaaater Cove. Then along the cliffs to 
.. , : pedestrians = 9 mile*. 

Throngh Chile, Chala Street, and 
Stroud Green, to Godshlll Ketum by 
Appnldurcombe and Wroiall Into Ventnor, 
Home, along the Oadercliff. For carriage! 
= 16 miles, 

so. Throngh Kingston, eta Bfllingham, 
Ramsdown, and Chlllerton, into Gatcomba, 
and thence to Newport. Return by Carls- 
brooke, Shorwell, and Kingston. For oar- 



a to the Needles 



lackgsng, 



c Unde 



face Downs Into Bonohnroh. Betnrt 
through the Landslip to Lnccombe Chine 
and thence, by the shore, or from Monk': 



16. Throngh Chile and Chale Street, an 
across Kingston Down, to Kingston. Thei 
through a picturesque hollow lane to Shot 



a Alton 



miles. 



53 Descend Alton Down and Shelcombo 
Down, Descend through the valley to 
Brook From Brook to MoHistone. Cross 
the Down to Celbourae Bottom, and return 
over Cbeasel Down to Shalcombe Farm. 
Return by road to Alton, Ewtoo, and 
Freshwater = 16 miles. . 

53 By boat to Yarmouth. Croat the 
bridges to Norton, and return by Mora 
Green to Freshwater village. Thence into 
Mlddleton, and back by way of Fairingford 
to Freshwater Gate = 9 miles. 

64. To Mlddleton Green. Turn to the 
right, and keep towards ths cliff. Then 
along the cliff to Colweli and Bramble 
Chines, Albert Fort, and Norton. Return 
by way of More Gresn and Freshwater 
= 9 miles. 

65. There Is a carriage -road to Alum Bay. 
Then proceed through Freshwater to Norton. 
Cross the bridge, Tialt Yarmou th, and return 
by way of Thorley, Wilmingbam, and Af ton. 

[For routes from Briobstob*. ase 
pp. OS, 97 i and from Yhusoiitdt, 



body of the book, are nearly 100 In 
number, and comprehend a thorough 
exploration of every part of the late 
of Wight] 
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PBTNCIPAI SEATS. 



Brooke Home, C Seely, Esq. ; St Clue, 
Colonel V. Hsrcaurt; Kiat Cowea Castle, 
Lady Gort; Fern Hill, J. Gilt. Eao..; Gat- 

combe Home, "....; St. John's, Sir 

J. Simeon ; Mlrebles, Captain Cospe; Ning- 
wood, Rev. T. Cottle ; Norton Lodge, Sir 
Andrew Hamond, Bart. ; NnnwelL Sit H. 
Oglander, But. ; Northwnod Puk, O. H. 



Ward, Esq. ; North court, Sir H. Gordon ; 
N orris CuUe, Robert Bell, Esq. ; Osborne 
House, Her Majesty the Queen; The Or. 

chard ; Pnokaster Cottage; 

The Priory, Henley Smith, Esq. ; Qusrr 
House, Sir T. Cochrane; Steephill, Mrs, 
Hembrough ; Swainstone, Sir J. Simeon, 

But.; Westover, ;..; Westbill, 

near Hyde, Sir Aug. W. J. Clifford, But J 
West fitdge, Jamea Young, Eao.. 



THINGS WORTH SEETHQ. 



Sandown Fort, and Porte mt Bembrtdge and 


menu, Ac. 


Ynverland. 


ii Brtghatone — Interesting in- 


Port Victoria, the Forta and Defence! at 




Freshwater and Yarmouth. 


Brooke— New edifice. 


Quart Abbey, Ruins of. 


ii CsJbonrae — Early English, an 


The Cromlech, Cairo, or Druid Stone, at 


old brail, &c. 


Mottle tone. 


n Cuisbrooke — Perp., monu- 


The Celtic Plti and Earthwork! at Row- 


ments, *c. 


borougb, Oalliburv, end Newborn!. 


Freshwater. 


The Barrows or Tumuli on Alton end 


ti Qodshlll — Rich nltu-tomb, 


Ch easel Downs. 


n Mnttistone. 

n St. Thomas', Newport — Prln- 


The Lighthouse and Hermitage on St. 


Catherine'! Hill. 


ceis EUiabeth's and Sir E 


The Lighthouse on St. Catherine's Point. 




View tram Needles Down. 


ii Niton — Good chnrch. 


The Lighthouse on the Needles Bock. 


Swanmore, neu Kyde— New 


The Culver Cliffs and Cavern. 




The Chines at Shanklin, Luccombe, Black- 


ii Sbalfieet- Norman Tower and 


gug, Walps.ii, Cowleass, and Brooke, 


doorway, rest Early English. 


The Natural Curiosities from Freshwater 


i> Shot-well — Brass, stone pulpit. 


Gate to Yarmouth, Alum Bey, Scratch- 




ell's Bay, Arched Back, Caverns, to. 




Churches at Arreton — A bran, and grave of 


Yarmouth— Sir Robert Holmes 


" Dairyman's Daughter." 




■ Bonchnrch— Norman build- 


11 Yaverlend — Norman arches 


ing, with mural paint- 


the rest Early English. 


ings. 


Fukhurat Bamcka and Prison. 



Bra:— Pier Hotel, neu the Pier; Yelfa 
Hotel, Union Street; Kant Hotel, Union 
Street ; York Hotel, George Street ; 
Sivier's Hotel, Pier Street; Vine Hotel, 
Caatle Street; Eagle Hotel, Pier Street ; 
Esplanade Hotel, on the Esplanade ; 
Crown Hotel. St. Thomas's Square ; Star 
Hotel, High Street: Marine Hotel, Es- 
planade ; Nelson Hotel, Bellerue Road ; 
Belgrave Hotel, Nelson Street ; Railway 
Hotel, Monkton Street; Miller's Temper- 
ance Hotel, High Street 



HOTEL DIRECTOEY. 

Bjtiinso;— Railway Hotel; Wheats!] ear 

SuiDoWH: — Sundown Hotel (Mew]; Star 

Hollier-s Hotel; Dalsh's 



Hotel; Hlntot 



Boyal I 



Hotel; Falcon Hotel. (bands). 

Bonchuboh; — Bonchuroh Hotel (Rib- 
Vkhtnob;— Royal Hotel; Marine Hotel; 

Esplanade Hotel ; Crab and Lobster Inn ; 

Commercial Inn. 



* Google 



BLiOKaa.NO : — Chins Hotel ; Clarendon 
Fuunin Gat« : — Albion Hotel ; 

I'lumhle j"3 Hotel. [Hotel 

Alum Bat : — Needle" Hotel ; BoysJ 



tain Hotel ; Marine Hotel ; Tine Hotel ; 
Dolphin Hotel ; Globe Hotel 
Cown, East :— Medio* Hotel ; Prince of 
Wales Hotel 



. High Street ; I Godbhill:— Grif 



*H*- 


A™ 


Foouh.fcnlo 


Name In Doomsday Boat 


1 Aneto V 


8333 

1170 
SIS 

4390 


760 

6639 
1197 

731 

3686 
60S 

118 


Adrlngton. 

Boneoerce. 
Berudlng. 
Ooddeihnll 

Neeton. 

Senclli. 
WIpingebAm. 


LBliuUid,K. 


S. OocWiUL V. . 

T.Hlton. It 


u.st. 11..... < ■ ■ 

10. St. Li. -■:.--. I: 

1L BhukllD. PC 


13. WhlpuliKaui. R. 


16.WOOUOO. R 





Cilbourne. B 
OnrMmmka, V 

Freshwater. K 



Newport. PC... 

Bt. NIol" lu-lnCutro. C 
28. Northwood. Ct... 



I Modrnstin. 



Seldeflet 
Sorewelle. 
Torlel 



cdt., Google 
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CHUECH DIEECTOEY. 



Pariah Church or All Salnta— Sundays, 8, 
11, S, 3 SO, and 7. First Sunday In every 
month, I.iUny and Catechising at 2,80. 
Daily st 8.30 (Wednesdays and Fridays at 
11], and 5.30. Kev. A. Poole, M. A., rlcar. 

St. Thomas's Church — Sundays. 11 and 3 ; 

. Wednesday! and Fridays at II. Kov. 
Panl Roberts, M.A., curat«L 

Holy Trinity Church— Sandra, 11, S, and 
630; Dally, eiary I 

Holy days at 11. 



> and all 



■s Choi. 



'« Church— Sundays, 1 



0.30; 



— Sundays, 11 and S. 



u on the Cliff— 






1, S, and a 



Communion every Sunday at mid-day. 
Bey. J. Marland, incumbent. Key. C. 
Will.., officiating. 
loly Trinity— Sundays, 11 and 8.80 ; Holy 
Communion every Snnday after Morning 
Service and on the Festival!. Dally 
Prmyer« from April to November at 8 ; 
from November to April at 4 ; Wednes- 
day and Friday at 11.30 throughout the 
year. Bey. A. I,. B. I'oilo. MA, lnonm- 



I. Borland, M.A., vlcer. 

DENOMIHATION AI CHAPELS. 



It Paul's— Sundays, 10.W and 8.30. Ber. 
W. L. Sharp, M.A., Incumbent. 

it. John's— Sundays, 10.30 and 8.30; Thurs- 
days, 7. Ber. B. Hollings, Incumbent 



St Jamea'a— Sundays, 11 and B.S0; Wed- 
nesdays, 7. Bey. It H. Gibson, M.A., 
incumbent 

St Mary's— Sundays, 11 and 6.30; Saints' 

daya, 11. 
Church at the Holy Trinity— Sundays, 11, 

3. BO, and 6.80; Saints' days, 11; Wednes- 



Cbrlit, Church, Baptist |] 
dn). 



-, T. Chamber- 
odore Hook}, 



Congregational (Bey 

George Street. 
Baptist (Rev. — Harrison), Park Road. 
Free Wesieyan Baptist Chapel, High Street 
Primitive Methodists, Star Street 
Wesieyan, Nelson Street 
St. Mary's Roman Catholic (Bar. J. B. Ca- 

blll). High Street 



Baptist, Cattle Hold (Rev. F. Trestrall). 
Bible Christians, Quay Street 
Congregation*! (Eev. M. Newland], S 



Plymouth Brethren, Union Btret 



3 ,i ^d b, Google 
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— Fryer), Pyle 



■ (Rot. J. Wllkli 



St. Catherine Street. 

•on). Mill Street 
B. Allan DiTies), 

Rev. 1. Newman), High Street. 
Brethren, Tnlae Hill. 
fethodiet. Albert Street 



a, St, Mary's Street. 



Primitive Methodist, Market atll 

Wealeyao. Birmingham Road. 

Rcidiu Catholic {Rev. & Bowers), Carrel 

Beptltt (Forester's BeU). 



it Chapel [Her. J. Craig). 



Bible Christians 
Consre«aUonallBt (Rev. 
Weeleyan Methodist. 



CObTVEYAMCES. 

Steamboat*. 

eamboata run several times daily between Rydo and Portsmouth ; Stokes Bay and 
Byde; Kjda, Cowan, and Southampton ; end Yarmouth end Lymlngton: bnt u 
the timet of their departure are conitently being altered, the tourist mnit consult 
the Monthly Timo-Tahlos, or the advertising columns ot the local newspaper!, tor 



to Newport ; Newport to Hyde ; 
to Brading, Sandown, Shanklln, I 
which Trains ibut to and from 



rewpcrt to Sandown. 

nchureo, and Tentnor. 

JS places, sos Uonlhllr Tilac-Tablci ] 



Byde to Newport, and Newport toRyde, abont sii timet daily; three times Sunday. 
[A Coach rant every day throughout the year (Sunday eicepted) from Tentnor to 
Blackgang ; end during the mmmer months four-hone coaches run dairy from Ventnor 
to Freshwater, Alum Bey, Newport. Cartabiwke, 4c., Ac See 2Yme-lBo!u. Alio from 
Newport to Fteshweter Bey, and from Yarmouth to Freshwater Bay ] 



lending on or embarking froi 

he owner, exempt from toll ; packages n< 

ig 112 lbs., toll Sol ; oyer 112 lbs., 3d. each cwt 

POSTAL AKKAHGEMENTS. 



3 M, iC d by Google 
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MOHEY ORDERS AMD ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH OFFICES. 

Money Orderi — Newport, Ryde, Cowea. I Electric Telegraph — Newport, Hyde, Cowei, 
Niton, Shanlclln, Sandown, VentnOr, Hid Veatuor. Yarmouth. Sandown, and Shank. 
Yarmouth. I lln. 

LITERARY IHSTTI'imORS. 



Street, Ryde. 
Working Meu'a Club. High Street. Ryde. 
Literary end Scientific Institute, Too 



Literary ud Scientific Initltute, Newport. 
Isle of Wight Mmeum, Crow Strest, Hyde, 
open daily.— Cumfor, B. Barrow, Eaq., 



Ills or Wight Museum, Lngl ay Street, Haw- 
port, open dally. — Curator, E. P. Wilkin*, 
Eeq.,M.D.,F.Q.& 

DIBECTOEY 

To the Seati of the Oentiy, Interesting Locnlttlea, 4c. 
Corrected up to 187R. 

Blnstead Cottage (Sir Chulei Looock), 

Wat View (CoL H1U). 

Binatead Kectory (Bev. F. Hewett, ML A.), 

near the Church. 
Kite HIM (Mr, John Himmeni). on the high 
road, neu Wootton. 
juarr Honae (Lady Cochrane), beyond Qnarr 
Abbey, near Fiahhouae. 
Qnarrlai lor totalis and freshwater shells ; 
mini of Quarr Abbey, about 1 mile treat, 
Stonelanda (LionL-Qen. A, Beeoher). 

: Wood Lodge (Rev. T. V. Tipping*). 



19 mllea from Cowea, 4 mile* from Newport, 

e mllea from Sandown. and 10 mllea from 
Brlghatone.) 
Church, partly Norman, partly Early Eng- 
lish; brasses, raonnmenta, Ac. (p, IS2). 

Koach, Esq. ), near the Church. 
Parsonage, near the Church. 
Stands n. Halt, near the foot of St. George's 



mile* north-west j 



i'a Daughter" C 
>. as), 8 mllea aonl 
hepherd'a Lane. 



Church, Early English {p. l.'jSi. 

Bern bridge Paraonage (Rev. J. Le Mesnrier), 

In Bembrtdge Street. 
Fair Oak. 

Eaat Cliff, on the high road. 
Hill Grove, on the high road 
Bembridge Down, White Cliff Bar (fossils), 

andWoolverton (Wullere'sTown), InrilM 



;o. Giles, Eaq ), on the Upper 

WestOeld ( — Pope, Eaq. ), near Bonchnrch 

Combe Wood (Hn. Hulih). 
AHboliff [Misaea Sewell). 
Under Mount (Lady Elisabeth Pringlel, on 
the high road. 



from Brlghitone.) 
Church, Early English 
and " The Idol " (p. 1 



Norman gateway. 



* Google 
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Ventnor, 1 miles from Sandown, £1 mile* 
from Brlghatone] 

Old Church, Treni-Normen ud Kwly Eng- 
lish ; monument!, Ostlander Chapel, api. 
taphs, ic (p, IK), 

Bndlng Vicarage {Ear. J. Glover, ML A.), 
below till Church. 

Nun wall I Lady Oglender). 

Blading Down, ud Haven ; bull ring, 
(tocki, old csunon (data 1MB], and N nu- 



lls mild horn Pnwei, 7 miles (mm New- 
port, 14 miles from Ryde, IB mllea from 
Vantnor, and 11 miles from Sandown. 1 

Church, Norman, Earlj English, Dec., and 
Perp. ; stained glaaa, piscina, oncanatic 
111=1, fie. ip. 168). 

Brighstone Parsonage {Bar. W. E. HoTgstei, 
adjoining tho Church. 

Brighstone Cottage (The Misses Wilson), In 
the Tillage. 

Welteconrt [Miss Arnold), near tba Church. 

Boll Bock, Chilton Chine, Grange China, 
Bamoi China, Shepherd's Chine, Cow- 
laue (Cow-leu) Chine, on the cout; 
Brighetona Down, Barnes (Romano- Brit- 
ish potteiy;, and Lemeratan [1 j mile eaat). 



[15 miles from Dowel, 10 miles from New- 
port, 17 miles horn Ride, IS mllea from 
Ventnor, 10 miles from Sandown, and S j 
miles from Brighstone.) 

Chnrch, lata Early English [p 167). 

Brook Parsonage [Rev. J. Fellow Oau, 



right of tl 

Bhalcombe ivovn i. narrows.!, k mna oortn- 

wait;Mottistori8l>own,l mile north-east; 

Cheisel Down (ancient Saxon cemetery), 

Brook Chine, Compton China, Compton 
Bay, A«<"1 Down (barrows;, a miles north- 



CO tnflea from Cowea, 6 miles from New- 
port, 12 mllea from Rjde, IS mllea from 
Ventnor, 14 miles from Sandown, s mllea 
from Brighstone.] 

Church, Norman and Early English ; braaaes : 
fie. (p. 15T). 

Calbonrne Hectorj [Ret. C W. Wilson). 

Swalnitone (Sir J. Berrtngton Simeon, 
But), about si mllea north-east of (he 
Tillage. 



restorer ( ), south of the 

Tillage, 
hesael, Mottistona, Brlghatone, and GeJli- 

bury Downs; remains of Celtic settlo- 

mentat Bowborongh; Calbonrne Bottom; 

W atcli ingwell, 4 miles north-east or the 

Chnrch, 



[6 miles from Cowea, 1 mile from Newport, 
S mllea from Hyde, 10 mllea from Vent- 
nor, 10 mllea from Sandown, 6 mllea from 
Brighatone.J 

Chnrch, Trua-Norman. and Perp. ; mouu- 
its, Ac {p. IKS). 

Cariabrooke Vicarage (Bar. B. B, Jamoa. 
M.A.), eeutuof the Tillage, on the aide of 
the hill 

Cariabrooke Honse (MaJ or Pnckla). 

Caa tie Home ( ). 

Marvel! ), li mile aonth of 8 bide 

Bridge. 

Parkhnrat Barracks ( ), on the Cowea 

Boad. 

Parkhnrat Prlaon (George Ball, Esq. ). 

The Castle ; Roman villa ;Bowcom be Down, 
Hi mllea sooth-west ; Clatterford, 2 miles 
south-east ; Bowborongh, 6 milea sonth- 
west ; Parkhnrat Forest. 



e. ISi milea from Cowea, 



llackgang Chine, and hotel, 1 mile aonth; 
St. Catherine'! Hill; St. Catherine's Point, 
and Lighthouse ; Fnckaatar Con; the 
UnderolUT, fie. 



[5 milea from Newport, 8 milea from Hyde, 
IS milea hum Ventnor, 14 milea from 
Sandown, 12 mllea from Brighatone.] 

Church, paendo-Gothlc (p. 17d). 

Eaat Cowea Caatle (Vlaconnteaa Gort), half 

Eaat Cowea Parsonage (Hot. F. Whylle, 

ML A.). 
Fairies (W. G. Becklngaale, Esq.), 3 mllea 

aonth of Whlpplngham Chorch, on the 

Korrla Caatle [Bobert Bell, Esq.). 
Osborne House (Her Majeaty the Queen), 
'ooda (— Peacock, Eeq. ), on East Cowea 



nn, Eaq.), 



em 

Broadlanda, Barton () 

nearly 1 miles from 
Whlpplngham Parsonage (Rev. G. Prothero, 

B.D.), near the Church. 



3 M,iod by Google 



; whipping Fun Church ; £ miles 
ruyil gardens; King's 



[I miles from Newport, 12 miles 



Egypt (B. White, E*J.), on the sea-shore, 

Nortbwood Fuk (J. D. Lee, Esq.), south ol 
the town, on the hill 

Weit Hill (Miss™ Ward). 

Grantham Home (Q. S. Stevenson, Esq. ). 

Norfolk Home (Lady Coaway). 

Nortnwood Church, Norman and Trmna- 
Nonnan, 2) miles south ; Gurnard Bay, 
1} mile went ; New Street, 2* mile, BOuth- 
west; Parkhnrst, i miles south; Medhein, 
on the river-bank, 2 mllea south ; and 
Dodnor, 4 miles sonth. 



[14 rallri from Cowei, 10 mllea from New- 
port, IT mllea from Byde, W miles from 
Ventnor, IB mllea from Sandown, miles 
from Brigbetone. Freshwater Gate is 
nearly 2 miles f nrther ; Alum Bay, from 



Rectory (Bar. J. 8. Isaacson). 

Alton Honae (B. Cotton, Esq.), l mile noi 

Faringford {Alfred Tennyson, Blq.), 1 tD 

Marina (Captain Croater), north of the I 

Mlddleton (Misses Perla), nearly 2 ml 



Chnrch, Norman, late Pern. ; elfigy; stained 
■ a p. iea 

oibe Home (J, Lane, Esq. ), near the 



south; Bamedown 



10, milea from Weat Cowes, 11 mile 




Byde, B milea from Newport, 5 mile 




Ventnor, 6 ml 


ea from Sandown, ' 












Perp. ; emgiee and 




menti (p. 162] 






Appnldnrcombe 


Park [Bet. W. P 


mid), 




■onth-eaat, to the right of 


the road to Ye 






Steubury, manor honae, date James 


I., 1* 


mile ton til ; V, 


oiall Down, 2 mllea 


-nth- 


east; Huokley, 


2 miles north-west; ^ 




ley Bank, for 


""'■"•""""* 


east. 


13 mllea from Corns, 7 mllea from Newport, 


14 milea from 


Byde, 10 miles from Vent- 



Brighstone.J 
Church, Early English; brass; stained glass 

(p. 165). 
Kingston Manor Honae (Mr. H. S. Morris), 
It/ Honae, half a mile north-east ; Billing- 

ham Home, half a mile beyond Ivy House ; 

Chile, 8 mllea south. 



[El miles from Newport, lSl mllea from 
Cowea, isi milea from Ryde, 1*1 mile* 
from Ventnor, lSl milea from Sandown, 
and 1, mile from Brlghatone.] 

Church, Early English (p. 166). 

Mottlatone Manor House, date 1SS7 (Mr. C 



Norton Cottage [Mia Mitchell), near Nor- 


Brown), near the Church. 


ton Lodge, 


Pitt Place (Major Brown), on the road la 


Norton Lodge (Sir G. E. Hamood -Grsnine, 


Brighstons. 


But., Dowager Lady Hamond-Qranne), 


Mottlatone Down and Longatoue; Brook, 


opposite Yarmouth. 


Chine, and Point, £ miles west; Celboume 


Weat Hill (Bear-Admiral Crosier, E.N.I 


Bottom, 2 miles north-east 


Alum Bay, 1 miles south-west; The Needles; 




Freshwater Gate; Yarmouth, 5i mllea, 


XVI It. NHWCHrROH, 


through Norton, and aoroaa the new 


(101 m ' ks horn Cowea, 6 mllea from New- 


bridge; Afton Down; Brook, T milea 






Ventnor, Si miles from Sandown, 11 miles 




froroBrlghetone.] 




Church, Early Engllah and Deo. (partly). 


(8 mllea from Cowea, 3 mlks f mm Newport, 


(p. loo). 


10 miles from Byde, 8 miles from Vent- 


Newchurch Parsonage (Be», C, B. Butler, 



TBI TOURIST 

or house, 2 mile* north- 
i, 2 miles north-vast ; 
or house, a miles ninth. 



milea from Ventnor, 10 miles from 8m- 
down, 10i miles from Yarmouth, IS miles 
from Alnm B»j, 7 miles from Brlghjlor 



lis, 5 mllei from Shorwell, ud 9i mllei 
from Blackgiwg.] 
Church, EstIt Decorated; tombs. &c. (p. 



Belleoroft (W. Major Coode, Esq., J.P.). 

Holvrood House ( ). 

St, Crou (a Klrkpstrtck, Esq.), north of 



south; Stapler 1 ! Heai 
Hnnnr Bill, 1 mile i 

miles south-east. 



[1* miles from Cowei, Si milu from New- 
port, 16s) mile! from Byde, 5t mllei from 
Ventnor, 10 miles from Sendown, 1! miles 
from Brlgbstonc] 

Church, Earl; English, and Deo. ; piscina, 
rood loft, monuments (p. in). 

Rector? (Hot. Q. Haytoni. 

Mlrahleil ), on the 

Old Park (Lady Cheapo), ll 



Orchard {Sir H. p. Gordon, Bart,), half a 

mile west of Miracles. 
Pnckaiter Cottage (F. L. Pophmn, Eaq.), 

above Puckaater Cove. 
Verlands i Mrs Vilmet). 
WinrlclltTe (Mlaa Klrkpstrlck). 
Welt CUff (Captain Kerr), on the Niton road. 
St. Catherine"! Hill, li mile weat ; Whit- 

mil. It mile north-east; Pnckaiter Core, 

I mile south ; Bleckgang Chine, Sand took 

Hotel, Bcckea End, *c 



[13 miles from Weat Cowei, 7 mllea from 
Newport, 12 miles from Ventnor, mllei 
from Sundown, IT mllei from Yarmouth, 

Brlghstone, 13 milei from Oodahlll, ii 
mllei from Shankllu, 11 mllei from Shor- 
welL lfl mllei from Blackgang.] 

Appier (N. Clayton, Esq.), east of the town, 
above Appier Wood. 



S COMPANION. 

Appier Tower (Sir W, Hull, Bart.), on the 

road to Sea View. 
Beachlands (Sir J. Lea, Bart), at the foot 

of Upper Dover Street. 
Beldornle Towers (W. H. Anderson, Esq.), 

Spencer Bead. 
Buckingham House ( \ at the com- 
mencement of the Spencer Boad. 
Bucklandi (Mrs. Allevne Yard), Spencer 

Boad. 
St. Clan (Colonel Vernon iiarconrt), on the 

road to Spring Vale. 
Fairy Hill (W. A. Glynn, Esq.), on tho road 

from Sea View to St Helen's. 
St. John's! ), at the top of St. John's 

Hilt 
St. John'i Lodge ( ), at the foot of 

St. Jena's Hill. 
Oak Hill (H. Leacock, Esq.), near Fairy 

HU1. 
Priory, The (Marquis of Cholmondeler, 

J.F.), about half a mile south-east of 

Nettlestoue Green, on the shore. 

Pnekpool ( ), below St Clare. 

SeionbuTT Lodge, ( ), M the top of 

Weat Street 
Sea View House (Thomas Ls Marchant, 

Esq. ), feeing the sea. 
Stonelandi (Lieot-Oen. A. Beecher), north 

Stone Pitta (MM Brlgstooic), on the Bin- 
it eld Eusd. 
Xhornbnry House [Mrs. Klrkpetrlck), In 

Spencer Eoad. 
Uplands (0. Pavne. Esq.), above Spring 

Vale. 
Westbrook (Pakenham Mabou, Esq.), on the 

road from St John's to Sea View. 
Wes triage (J. Young, Esq.), 2 miles from 

Kyde, on a cross road leading to Sea View. 
Wostficld (Admiral Sir Aug. W. J. Clifford, 

Bart), Spencer Boad. 
Woodlands (Hon. Cot Calthorpe, J.P.), on 

the road from St. John's to Sea View. 
For Interesting localities near Rjde, sea 

pp. 113-12*. 



115 miles from Cowes, 1' 



Brighter. 
For Church, see p. 173. 
Vicarage (Bar. O. S. Karner). 

CI Mr Villa ( ), above the Bar. 

Culver lodge ( ). 

Guadeloupe (Mrs. Loveland). - 

Royal Heath Villa (Misses Wallingi), on 



* Google 



tub tourist's coup Amos. 



Shanklin Chine and Down, t mllea aonth ; 
Bmdlng, 2i miles north ; Yaverland, ~ 
bridge Dowd. WhlteollS Bay, *e. 



[11 mllea from Cowea, miles from Nr 
port, IS miles from Ryiie, IS mllei fr. 
Ventnor, 14 miles from ftandnwn, 7b mllei 
from Brlghstone.] 

Cfturcb, Norman and Early English; mi 
mental slab, to., 6c. (p. 173}. 

Hampstead Hill. 2 miles north-neat ; T 
landa [or Wslleran's), half a mils am 
west ; Nlngwood, nearly 3 milei wi 
Newton, 2 mllea north-east ; Calbonrne, 
Si miles south. 



Chnroh, Early English (p. IT*). 
St. Saviour's and at. Helen's, inch 
Warren Villa (Dowager-Lady Hathei 
Ererton Bonn (Col. E. H. Atbarley, 
Gleobrook [J. Borrodale, Esq.). 
Fernbank (Mis* Harriet Parr}. 
Town Cottage (Mm. Cameron). 
BoKcllff Home (E. M. Frew, Esq.). 



Swias Cottage (Mm. Cameron). 
Fammage (Rev. O. Sonthonae, A.M.). 
Shanklin'a Chine and Down; Sandown 

Imccombe Chine, 1J mile; America, wc 

2 mllei north-west 



[10 mllea from Cowea, 5 miles from New- 

Ventnor, 10 mllea from Sandown, 2 mllea 
from Brighatone J 
Chnroh, Early Engliah ; monument, fresco, 

Nortncourt (Sir H. F. Gordon, Bart.}, at 
the Newport entrance to the village. 

Vicarage (Bar. B. a Wilaon), behind the 
Church. 

AtherBeld Point, 8 miles south; Oatcombe, 



at. Lawmnca Cottage (Conntoat-Dowager of 
Yarboroogb). 

Cottage (Hon. Mm. Dudley Pelham). 

WoolTitrton, mine of chapel (houaa?), hall 
a mile aontb j the UndercUtf to Black- 
gang; St Boniface Down; Ventnor and 
Lueoombe; Pelham Woods. 



from Brlghetoae.l 
Church, Norman, p. 178. 
TborleyParaonage(Rev.T. Hockley, M. A.); 

Yarmouth, about 1} mile north-east ; Af- 



i IIS mile* from Cowea, 10 mllea from New- 
port. 12 miles from Rydc. Bi mllea from 
Shanklin, 13 mllea from Brighatone, 8 
miles from Sandown, 2 mllea from Appul- 
l Blackgang, S3 



miles fr. 



i Alum Bay, and it m 






Bandrock Hotel) 

and Chapel. 
Belgrade House [J. B. Martin, Esq.). in 

BelgraTB Road. 
St. Boniface Manor House (Mrs. Leeaon). 
Etm Oroya (Mrs. Hashing), above the 

Chnroh. 

to Sterling's residence!, on the 



old Shntoa. 



e (Rev. W. Wlllan), nei 






*ephill Castle (D. A Hambrongh, Eaq.), 
beyond the town. 

onchurcb, the Landslip Wiahlng Well, 
the Core, and New Pier, 
ondon City Mission Seaside Home. 
84 Boniface Down, St. Lawrence, 2} mllea 
the Undercllff, 1 



l,neci 



» Chine, Rew, Week, and W 



es from Ryde.fi miles from Newport, 1 
mllea from Oowei, 1 miles from Ventnor. 
h, Norman and Early Engliah (p. 170) 



i [4 miles from Cowea, Si miles from N 
port, 8 mllea from Byde, 10 miles fr 
" ntnor, P miles from Sandown, lul m 
ra Brighatone. ] 



Google 
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Old Rectory (Ber. K. II. & 



nimsw- 



■Wootton Lodge (P. White Papain, Esq.). 

Arreton Choreb and Don, about It) miles 
south from Wootton Rectorr ; Fireitune 
Copts, 1} mils south-east ; Fish-boms, 1 
mils north-east; Querr Abbsy, 2 mllu 
north-east; Osborne, Si mile* north-west. 



[12 miles from Cowee, 10i miles from New- 
port, 17 miles (ram Eydn, »i miles from 
Ventnor, 19) miles from Sandown, S mile* 
from BrijhBtOns.] 

Chinch, date Chsxlee I. ; monument, 4c. 
P. ITT). 



Psisonsgs !Eev. J. Blackburn, M.A.}, in 

Bank Street 
For interesting localities in 

hood, see pp. US-lfiL 



[It) miles from Cowss, 9t miles from New- 
port, 5i miles from Rjde, 8 miles from 
Ventnor, a miles from Sundown, IS miles 
from Brighstone.] 

Church. Norman (p. 177). 

Ysyerland BsoloiriBoT. B. Sherson, M.A.), 
near the Church. 

Yeverland Minor House, d.to James L, 
adjoining the Church. 



mile, i 



miles i 



it, Google 



APPENDIX 



EOMAN NEWPOET. (Shi. 

Interesting lectnreB b 
11, M.A. (Ifampthire h 



L, Holyrood Street, Corahnm 







Ing directly to It; thus mlnlllng The former. 








■bttLdc of parUcntar attention, bo being un- 




deniably Latin, and a term llgnMcant In that 


year of Rich 






It la referred 10 u Medina, from the Latin 




word medium, or the middle. Of the ten 




straeW which mato ap the town, the nimra 




of laien ue Latin. Thna, Pylo Street, from 












the Kite, or port, from Newport to Hyde, oyer 




the ford at the bottom Df Pylo Street, Lugley 


alighted font 



oagb In tfottughamehlre), ud eeen 
in croaa, yellow Sqirrota Lane t 



jmpletely maatered 
nd depredation of 



The remrnh 
employed In 



THE EOMAH YLT.LA AT CASISBEOOKE. (See p. as.] 
a of an eitenake Roman yllla ■ garden attached to CarJabrooke vl 



Pompeii, It 1b probabl 
rather designed for o 

-In tins hall (or. 



grass-plot of a college, ar 




the nimiil of columns; irooud three .We. 


dlmlnntlie, was ordinarily appropriated to 




the purpose of a garden, and adorned with 








under the colonnade, to the right and left. 




were doors, admitting to bed-rooms,* to a 


eiiremity or the lull, oo either elds, to the 
rlghl ud left, If the house li Urge, there are 


second trfchMsM, or esflng.rooni (ftr the 




general])' deroted to the ladles of the man- 


one for winter, or, perhaps, one for ordinary, 


Hon; end In the centre of the tessellated 


the other for festlTs occasions), and, If lbs 




owner affected letters, a cabinet, dignified by 


shallow reservoir for rain-water (classically 










papyrus which the ancients deemed a notable 


spertnrB being colored at will by in inning. 






'■At the end of the peristyle was generally 




the kitchen. Supposing the house wis large. 


sometimes placed Images of the household 


It did not end with the peristyle, and the 






ostentations place was deposited a hiige 


hot might be, perhaps, adorned with a foun- 




tain, or baaln for flsh ; and at Its end, exactly 


by hands of bronie or Iron, end secured by 


opposite to the tablinnm, was generally an- 



nnnlcated again with a square and oblong 
ipace, usually adorned on three aides with a 
colonnade like the peristyle, and rery much 
-Mumbling the peristyle, only usually longer, 
as the proper tsriairiiim, or garden, 
ommonly adorned with a fountain or 
, and a profusion of. gay flowers; at Its 

side, beneath the e 



This 



tbOK dellghtfal cljmea they icctlv 
Inordinary number of Tloltora In 

■trie (or portico), tbe bill, or thB gu 



LmpoilDf fiffcctj yon 
be graceful peristyle. 



.0 gushing Firanl 01 



j with them u wllh hi 



TEE LOHQ STONE, OS CEOBLECH, AT MOTTISTONE. (See p. 



period, while they (I 



Artlguary, p. ITS), The reader will 
percelTO that this deacrtptlon tallies eisclly 
"'■ lhat of the cromlech »t Motllstone, The 

one may be accounted for by a Mrtety 01 
: aianmptlODt. 
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Carisbrooks, Village of , popu- 


Wight, dted, 66. 


population, 119 ; Down, 
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house at, 150; Down, view 




and description, 89. 
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Church, history, epitaphs, 
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Bonchurch, description of, 
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don, 102; Church, history. 
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epltaphs, 164. 


epitaphe, 160. 


Priory, 138. 


Boniface, St, 134 ; Boniface 


Charles the First, escapes 


Apae, 112. 
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from Hampton Court, 40 ; 


Arnold, Dr., Memoir of, 79, 
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lands In the Isle of Wight, 
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Aire toil, Village of, Down, 


at, history, epitaphs, 1 55, 


feated, 19; mode of dally 


history, 87; view from, 87; 
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Church, epitaphs, history. 


Bramble Chine, 140. 




US. 


Briddlesford, Chapel at, 28. 


at escape, 53 ; treaty at 


Aahey Down, 117 ; view from, 


Brighstone, Village of, 96,96; 


Newport, 33-67 ; removal 




Chnrnh, epitaphs, history, 


from the island, 68, 69 
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Brook, Village of, 98; Brook 


Sir Bobert Holmes, 09, 




Ledge or Point, 100. 




Barber, quoted, 117. 
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Cadogan, William, Earl ol, 


ChlUerton, 96. 






Chines, 109-102, 132. 






Churches and Chapels, an- 




Calbooroe, Village, popnla- 


cient, particulars of, 23. 


Barton, ancient religions 


tion, description, 144 ; 


Cicely, the Princess, Me- 


house at, 77. 


Church, history, epitaphs, 




Bayeui, Odo, Blahop ol, In- 




Clare, Amicia de, her death, 


trigues lor the popedom, 


Carey, Sir George, his gov- 


2*. 


SO; Imprisoned by Klaf 




Clarendon, Lord, qooted, 42, 
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49, 61, 60, 04. 


Beachlands, near Byde, 122. 


40; repaired, SB; tilt-yard, 


Clarendon, wreck of the 


Beacons in the Island, 27. 




ship, 103. 
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Keats, 90 ; history of, 91 ; 
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ic, 91 ; origin, 92; de 


Cliff End, 1*9. 
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Cout routes: — Freshwater 


combe, 96; Boniface. 184; 
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to Yarmouth, 14* ; (rum 


Brlghstone, OS; Cheaael, 


Edward I., 21; death, 26. 


Brlghstone westward, 9ft ; 


118; Compton, 161; Wotti- 


Forts, construction of, by 


from Brlghstone eastward. 


■tone, OT ; Needles. 147; 


Richard Worsley, SS ; Sir 


101 ; from Eut End to St. 
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George Carey, 40. 
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Coekbnrn, Lord, hli LIT* of 


Dogdale, quoted, 20, 29, 80, 
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Lord Jeffrey, quoted, 128, 


82, SS, 88. 
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m» 


Dutch, defeat of the, 88. 


mil, 149. 
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French, invasions of the, 28, 


tore, quoted, lis. 


Earthworks, 08, loo, 1S8. 
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111, 112. 


hotels, the Cabin, real- 


ML 


Edwerd L purchases the 


deuce of norland, 116; 
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island, 26 


Freshwater Gate, arched 


Conway, Edwsrd, Lord, his 


Elizabeth, Princess, her in- 
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honours, 11; his death, 42. 


tancy, GO; early studies. 


of, 1*1. 


Cooke, Colonel, big mm- 
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Fronde, quoted, 85-87, 88. 
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OodahlU, Village of, 1X8; 
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View, ST. 
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Grose. quoted, T5; epitaph 


lVAvenant., Sir William, Im- 


Firebraee, Narrative of Mu- 


upon Jnatlce, 123. 


prisoned B.t Cowes, 07. 




Gull. Pictavlensis, quoted. 


Duel, Invasion! of, 14, 15. 
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88. 
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Fleming, Sir Thomu, Me- 


Hammond, Dr., attends 


Derby House Committee, 49. 


moir of, 183. 


Charles 1 , 48. 


Domesday Book, analysed, 
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18. 


quoted, 16. 


of the Island, 46; receives 


Donattarra, Humphrey de, 


Fortlbua, Isabella de, suc- 






ceeda to the lordship of the 


from Parliament, 47 ; hli 


Downi— Afton, 08 ; Appul- 


Island, SI; resides at Car- 


character, 48; tmstmont 
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28. 
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vices, honours, death. 63, 
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end death, 70; hli "Par- 
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Hooke, Dr. Bobert, Memoir 
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mar School, Isle of Wight 


Island, Geology of the, 100- 


Halmesbury, William of, 




103, 113, ISO, 129, 130, IS!, 




SI; its annals, SI; hon- 


148, 148. 


Mantel), Dr., quoted, 100- 


ours, c harl tics . alma h ousel. 
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